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<:uAi'Ti;n  I 

AI.L.W   CIVKS   A   SHO     I.Mi   i,i:ssn\ 

>nw  I,  Alluii  OuiilcrniHiii,  loiiir  hi  Hip  >lorv  of  «lmt  wb!« 
|ierh3|>s,  one  of  IIk'  .I-mhk.-I  of  nil  tli-  n<l\cnt'iires  whirh  hnv« 
hpf8lli.ii  nic  III  111.-  roiiise  of  ii  life  (h»f  so  far  cuii  sr«rii'lv  W 
ifllleel  liimc  or  liiimrlriim. 

-  ui'^TS'^''\  '■"""■  '.'""'■'  """'•'■^  ''  "■"*  "'  "»•  ""  "P«i»^t  Ihi- 
Hlnck  Kpiiiliih  poo[)le  hiuI  (Iip  dw.lli  of  J«nu.  tliHr  «|,huiit  eod 
Often  sinrc  then  I  huve  woiiiI.to.I  if  Ihi..  crwilir  «.is  or  wns 
not  anylliing  moip  Ihim  „  mi-i-p  pigHiili<'  lipust  of  Itip  forpsf  II 
spenis  inipro  Mblp  pveii  linpossililp.  but  tlip  ruidtT  of  futuro 
duys  may  jiidgp  of  this  mathr  for  liinisplf. 

AK-r  hp  cHii  forni  his  own  opinion  ni'  to  Hip  ivllpion  of  llip 
\yiM.  KPiidnli  .,11,  tliPir  |,rPlpnlion«  to  u  ipitain  d.-gre,;  of 
nmeir,,!  ;kill  Of  tin-  m.igi,-  I  will  niniiP  only  ono  rrmark  ■  If 
It  psislt'd  nt  1,11,  It  wiis  by  no  monns  inf„im,|p.  To  InliP  ,-,  sinKlp 
Instaiiiv  llnrrtt  and  Mar,1t  wpre  convinced  bv  divination  tfiat  F, 
Kpn,l„hi  .'/"'v'    ("'    J""",  »hi'l'  was  ,vhy  thpy  invited  me  to 

m^Tly  kll'iPd  IBP  I  '"         *■      "  ""'  """'  """  '^"'''  '"""•     '«"» 
Now  tn  my  tabv 

In  another  tiistory,  ,„lle,l  'The  Holy  Flower."  I  have  told 
how  I  came  to  Enplmid  with  a  vonnc  LMMillemni,  of  the  namp  of 
Seroopp  partly  to  spp  him  safply  Inrnp  after  n  hnntiug  accident 
ami  pari  y  to  try  to  dispose  of  a  unique  orehid  for  a  frfpnd  of 
miuP  callPd  Ilrother  John  by  the  whit,'  people,  ,.„d  no/eetah  by 
he  nalivi-s,  who  ^,a>!  popularly  suppnled  to  be  mad  but  in 
fact  was  very  9:,n.'  inde..,!.  So  sane  was  h,.  that  lie  purVucd 
what  seemed  to  he  an  ahsoliitely  desperate  iiu,-)  for  over  twenty 
years     nnf,    with    some    humble   nssislanLe   on   my   paVr  he 

told  in      TI  P  Holy  Flower,     and  I  only  allnd,'  to  it  here,  that 
»T.'!l''"?"'u!''  "P'"'"  •>"«■  I  c"nio  to  be  in  England 
While  in  this  ••ountry  I  stayed  for  a  few  days  with  Scroope 

hssex.    a  railed  It  fc==Px  to  avdtd  the  place  being  ideutiiied.  but 
11 
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really  it  was  one  of  the  neigliliourin"  counties.)  During  my 
visit  I  was  talten  to  see  a  much  Dner  place,  a  splendid  old  castle 
with  brick  gateway  towers,  that  had  been  wonderfully  well 
restored  and  turned  into  a  most  luxurious  modern  dwelling- 
houtie.  Let  ub  call  it  "ilagnall,"  the  seat  of  a  baron  of  that 
name. 

1  had  heard  a  good  deal  about  Lord  Ragnall,  who,  according  to 
all  accounts,  seemed  a  kind  of  Admirable  Crichton.  He  was 
said  to  be  wonderfully  handsome,  a  great  scholar— he  had  taken 

0  double  first  at  college;  a  great  athlete — he  had  been  captain  of 
the  Oxfoid  boat  in  the  Universiiv  race;  a  very  promising  speaker 
who  had  already  made  his  markiu  the  House  of  Lords;  a  sports- 
man who  had  shot  tigers  and  o!her  large  game  in  India;  a  poet 
who  had  published  a  successful  volnme  of  verse  under  a 
pseudonym;  a  good  soldier  until  he  left  the  Service;  and  lastlv. 
n  man  of  enormous  wealth,  owning,  in  addition  to  his  estates, 
several  coal  mines  and  an  entire  town  in  the  north  of  England. 

"  Dear  me !  "I  said  when  the  list  was  finished,  "  he  seems  to 
have  been  born  with  a  whole  case  of  gold  spoons  in  his  mouth. 

1  hope  one  of  them  will  not  choke  him,"  adding:  "  Perhaps  he 
will  be  unlucky  in  love." 

"  That's  just  wiiere  he  is  most  lucky  of  all,"  answered  the 
young  lady  to  whom  I  was  talking— it  was  Scroope's  fiancde, 
Mies  Manners—"  for  he  is  engaged  to  a  lady  that,  I  am  told,  is 
the  loveliest,  sweetest,  cleverest  giri  in  all  England,  and  they 
absolutely  adore  each  other." 

"  Dear  me  1  "  I  repeated.  "  I  wonder  what  Fate  has  got  up  its 
sleeve  for  Lord  Ragnall  and  bis  perfect  lady-love?  " 

I  was  doomed  to  find  out  one  day. 
^  So  it  came  about  that  when,  on  tlie  following  morning,  1  was 
asked  if  I  would  lilce  to  see  the  wonders  of  Kagnall  Castle,  I 
answered  "  Yes."  Really,  however,  I  wanted  to  have  a  look  at 
Lord  Kagnall  himself,  if  possible,  for  the  account  <5f  his  manv 
perfections  had  impressed  the  imagination  of  a  poor  colonist  like 
myself,  who  had  never  found  an  opportunitv  of  setting  his  eyes 
upon  a  kind  of  human  angel.  Human  devils'l  had  met  in  plenty, 
but  never  a  single  angel— at  least,  of  the  male  s,^x.  Also  there 
was  always  the  possibility  that  1  might  get  a  glimpse  of  the  still 
more  angelic  lad.,  to  whom  he  was  engaged,  whose  name,  I 
understood,  was  the  Hon.  Miss  Holmes.  So  I  said  that  nolhiug 
would  please  me  more  than  to  see  this  castle. 

Thither  we  drove  accordingly  through  the  fine,  fro.sty  air,  for 
the  month  was  December.  On  reaching  tlie  castle  Sir!  Scroouo 
was  told  that  Lord  Ragnall.  whom  he  kn*w  well,  was  out 
shooting  somewhere  in  the  park,  but  that,  of  course,  he  could 
show  his  friend  over  the  place.  So  we  went  in.  the  three  of  us, 
for  Miss  MauiR-ra,  to  whom  tecroope  was  to  be  married  ve"-/ 
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^fhl^^  .'**''  •'''.''■*°  "^  °'"^'"  '"  '"='■  PO"y  carriage.  The  porter 
hJ^L^*'*'''''^'  *°.""''  *"''''  "«  ^°  ihemJn  door  of  the  oust  e  "id 
S«v„^«  "S  over  to  another  man,  whom  he  addressed  as  Mr 
aSda'nt  '"""^  '"  "^  """  ^^  """'  ^''  lorlship's  personal 
I  remembered  the  name,  because  it  seemed  to  me  that  I  harl 
u-'ver  seen  anyone  who  looked  much  less  savage  In  truth  hi^ 
'^^Tri::^t  '"f  »'  "  -""^^  ">  "l^guise,  as  iTma^ne  dukes  to 
be,  for  I  never  set  eyes  on  one.     His  dress— he  viore  a  hl-.rk 

ZSe  "noiu:"?;  r'-^™=   Y^"-''-     His    mZIrs"  we^c 
exquisite,,  polite  to  the  verge  of  irony,  but  with  a  hint  of 

.  fmf  n^P/lnV"  H""  ^,';''S™""d-  K«  was  handlle  also  with 
a  line  nose  and  a  hawk-like  eye,  while  a  touch  of  baldness  added 

hi  fv  Can^  r"7*'  V'  "">  ^"^o  '"^="  anS'betwe^ 
s^ck'^t  Iw  V°i'H''  •""' "'«,.w«y  he  deprived  me  of  my  hat  and 
nfl'.J  7^^\^  I'^er  *°  '^""K'  showed,  I  thought,  resolution 
•,  of  character.  Probably,  I  reflected  to  myself,  he  conHder"  m" 
an  unu  ual  sort  of  person  who  might  damage  the  pictures  and 
other  objects  of.art.with  the  stick,  and  not  "eeing  h    'vat  how 

UDO^  thT„°Jr,'S?  J"*'""'  ,s"gS«li„g  suspicion,  has  h  f 
upon  the  expedient  of  taking  my  hat  also 

.•  '""f"^' <?«>'«  Mr  Samuel  Savage  informed  mo  that  I  was  quite 
mfLj?  this  surm.se.  He  said  he  thought  that,  judging  ?ron 
my  somewhat  unconventional  appearance!  I  might  be  one  of  tl le 

ft  Ti'^i.  "  ha"°rfh'st."  I  write  tlie  word  nl  he  pronounced 
hn  L^^''^  ^T-"  '""^  ™"°"'  """'S-  This  man,  so  flawles"  so 
thti  'I"""'*'^.,-"  1T«  '••"^P'^^ts-  had  a  fault  which  gave  cvMy" 
thing  away.  IIis  li's  were  uncertain.  Three  of  them  would 
come  quite  right,  but  the  fourth,  let  us  °ay  Zuld  bo 
conspicuous  either  by  its  utt-r  absence  or  by  L  umvantH 
appearance.  He  could  speak,  when  describing  the  R«"nSl 
l.ulr-i'?/"'""''  ""^.Sr "8  periods  that  would  sca^cefy  have 
disgraced  the  pen  of  Gibbon,    then  suddenly  that  ■■  h  "would 

E',T'' mPPT-  '•r  "'"H°"  ^^"^  ''^'^'•-  It  was  'ike  a  sm°dc.. 
^hock  of  cold  water  down  the  back.     I  never  discovered  the 

ncTn^V*"'  '"'"J,'^'  "  ^^"=  "  """«"  <"  W'ich  he  did  not  speak 
perhaps  because  he  was  vague  about  it  himself;  but  if  an  earl  of 
Norman  blood  had  married  a  handsome  Cockney  k  tchenmaYd  of 
naive  ability    I  can  quite,  imagine  that  Samuel  Savage  mkh 
have  been  a  child  of  the  union.    For  the  rest  he  was  a  good  man 
and  a  faithful  one,  for  whom  I  have  a  high  inspect 
ii.  ™„il'*  occasion  he  conducted  us  round  the  castle,  or,  rather 
.tsmorB  public  rooms,  showing  us  many  treasures  and   I  should 
hjnk,  at  least  two  hundred  pictures  by  emineni  and  departed 
artists,  wh'ch  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  exhibiting  a  reS? 
If  somewhat  erratic,  knowledge  of  history.    To    eU  ?he  (nUh 
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I  bj-gnn  to  wish  Ihal  il  wcie  ii  lillle  Ic^s  full  in  detail,  simc  or 
|i  nco'iubev  (lav  llioso  larjie  apai-linfiils  1>II  iincoirimoiilv  I'old 
hiroopc  nnti  .Mih<  Manner-^  jcemeil  to  kiip  worm,  pciliapf^  with 
the  inwiiril  nn-s  of  mutual  admiralioii.  Imt  as  I  had  no  one  to 
admire  cxwpl  Mr.  Savage,  n  tenipi-riilnrp  of  alioiil  35  decrees 
prodnced  i{^  natural  effect  upon  mc. 

At  length  we  look  a  short  cut  rrom  llii'  larw  i,,  Hie  mtl,. 
Raller.v  Ihroufili  ,i  warmed  and  comfortable  room.' which  I  under- 
stood wa^  Lord  KapnallV  slud.v.  Ilallinp  for  a  moment  bv  one 
01  he  tires,  1  observed  a  picture  on  the  wall,  over  ^^ll'icll  a 
curiam  was  drawn,  and  asked  Mr.  Savage  what  it  nii"lil  be 

That,  sir,"  he  replied  with  a  kind  of  haughlv  reserve,  "  i^ 
Ihc  portrait  of  her  future  lad.vship,  which  his  lordship  keeps  for 
his  private  heve.  '  ' 

Mis.s  Manners  sniggered,  and  I  said  •  I 

''Oh,  tliaiik  .vou.    What  an  ill-omened  kind  of  IhiuL'  to  do'   ■ 
Ihen    (diserving  through  an  open  door  the  hall  in  which  mvi 
lial   liad  been  taken  from   me.   I  lingered,  and  as   |he  otherV 
vanished   in   the   httle  giiUery,   slipped   into  it,   recovered   mx 
bclonginp    and  passed  out  to  the  garden,  purposing  to  walk 
there  li  I  1  was  wiirm  again  and  Scroope  reappeared      While 
marched  up  and  doH  n  a  terrace,  on  which,  1  remember   severs 
very  colj-looking  peacocks  were  seated,  like  conscientious  bird* 
that  knew  it  was  their  duly  to  be  ornamental,  however  low  the 
temperature,   I  heard  some  shots  fired,  apparentlv  in  a  chimi 
of  ilex  oaks  which  grew  about  five  hundred  variis  awav    anj 
rel  ec  ed  tfl  myself  that  they  seemed  to  be  those  of  a  small  riflc 
Tiot  nf  a  shot-gun. 

My  curiosity  being  excited  as  to  what  was  to  me  an  alroosli' 
professional  matter.   I   walked   towards   the   grove,   makin"    ' 
c  rem    through  a  shrubbery.     At  length  I  found  mvself  near  1<J 
the  edge  of  a  glade,  and  perceived,  standing  behind  the  sheltcJ 
of  a  magnifleeiit  ilex,  two  men.     One  of  these  was  a  VOuns 
keeper   and  Ihe  other   from  his  appearance,  I  felt  sure  must  h 
n,nn   v^^^T  1    ^""'f'    ,'^<^"'"»'y  he   was   a   splendid-lookinf 
^b  ;^  »7,*k''  "'■'■■'  'f"'""^'  '"'■''>  '"'n-lsom^  with  a  peaked  beard 
;  n„    h-    ''.''"'iT'"^  f.ye,  and  large  dark  eyes.     He  wore  a  cloal 
upon  hi.s  slioulders,  which  was  thrown  back  from  over  a  velvc 
coat,  and,  except  for  the  light  double-barrelled  rifle  in  his  liand 
looked  exactly  like  a  picture  by  Van  ftyck  which  Mr.  Savage  han 

Jhf  timr:rCh™rVJt  "''*  "'  ""'  "'  '"^  '"'"-^'P'^  ""■^^'"^^  " 
Standing  behind  another  oak,  I  observed  that  he  wai'  trvinf 

or  vvhlh''?h"'"r''?'  '"  '."l'^'  ^^^"1^1  to  fP'-d  "non  the  acorn,' 
for   which  the  hard   weather  had  made   them  greedy.      Fron 
time  to  tune  the«e  beautiful  blue  bird?  appeared  and  hovered 
moment  before  they  settled,  whereon  the  sportsman  fired  and 
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ilonble-barrellcd  rillr, 
liiiiftliinfi  voice; 


nrif. 


fhey  flew  away.    Uaiigl    limui!  went  llii' 
.ind  oil  lied  the  pigeon. 

■_  (Jnniii!  '■  said  the  sportsman  in  n  pleas 

that  s  the  twelfth  I  have  missed,  Chiirles 
You  hit  Ins  tail,  my  lord.     I  saw  a  feather  come  out      lint 
my  lord,  as  I  told  you,  there  ain't  no  man    iW,  .?"wiat  •■,n  k  i 

\frioaTv!n'^  wi?f,rn;  '-'f't      "'■  ^"""l""  ""*  "  '"'''"'  '•■»■" 
Charles  as  he  handed  him  the  second  rillc  ' 

JMS,':j:d's:i;i':''" "" '  ^'^f"^*'  ""•-'■•"■  ■■--•«  '»> 

■Sir,  forpive  me  for  interrupting  you,  hut  von  are  imi 
?hPv'!=e^  "Vif''  "°"J-Pigeo"s  in  the'right  way-  .\llou"l 
they  seem  to  hover  just  before  tliev  settl?    Ihev  are  d  o  ni^nL 

r^'-H^jL'";  ""'"  r"  ""■"'■■     ^onr  keeper  w      mi  fuken  when 
he  said  that  you  knocked  a  feather  out  of  the  l^^l  of  t  a    l.w 
bird  at  which  you  flred  two  barrels.     In  both  case"  vo.i    ho  ta 
rieU?' ''"""'-  "•  "'"?  "■"•"  '^"  "•■'•^  "  '""f  from  the' Hex  tree  '' 

"Well,  of  all  the  cheek  i  " 
theu'luseT"-  """''''■■  '"•■  "  "•"'  '•^'  """""^  «^^l  ""f^y  ■•"») 

i,  If'^ii   ''."  *,"■'''."  '  *'^''"''  >'""  fo""  your  advice,  which  no  douht 
is  excellent    for    t  is  certainly  true  that  I  haie  m  "ed  ev  rv 

K"vnn '*  li'T"  '°  ^''°°*  "i"'  these  confounded  little  il le? 
But  If  you  could  demonstrate  in  practice  what  vou  =o  k  idlv  set 

Thus  he  spoke,  mimicking,  I  have  no  doubt  if  or  he  had  a  sense 
ma"To°^Mfr;^u?'  "^^  ^""-^'^  "'^'^"  .-~.Xa" 

ti>il^'""'f  ^i****  T'"J  "'■''  "•'O'"' "  growled  (;harles  "  That  there 
thing  18  full  cocked  and  'air-triggered  " 

.i,/.*'"l!T'';  ""■•i  ''"""^'■'  t'"''^''  '''  «ither  him  with  a  glance  but 
his  unbelieving  keeper  only  stared  back  at  me  with  insXm-e  h. 
nsjound  and  bird-Ike  eyes.    Never  before  had  T  felt  mi? e    „ 

S  £L'n'".'   I  '??""'•     '^'"'"   »   '""•»Me   doubt   s  nS   me 
Supposing  I  should  miss!    I  knew  verv  littli.  nf  h,,.  il,„  . 

with  a  bul  e  and  nolhl.ig  at  all  of  these  particular  rifles  tlio^Eh 
a  glance  at  them  showed  me  that  they  were  exquisite  weapons 
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hi!}^\!  TaK"^'^  K"*  "'■''»'  ™»''"-  "  '  "'"fed  the  thini?  now 
Sf  wf  ?n  1'  ''*"'■."'?  '?,"»  °'  Chiles  and  Ihe  polite  amufemeni 
w™^5  °F^  "'''"■•  *'"°='  I  P™y'=''  "wt  M  more  piteous 
^^"J"*  f;"',-'!}  *"?  "PPWrouce.  and  thus  Hint  tlic  issue  of  mv 
supposed  slall  might  be  left  in  doubt  ^ 

But  this  was  not  to  be.    These  birds  camp  from  far  in  ones  or 
twos  to  search  fop  their  favourite  food,  and  thp  fact  that  o?he?s 

plif."  Tk"''  r;?>'  f^  "•"  '^""'^  ""em  to  cease  from  comh'^ 
Presently  I  heard  Clinrles  mutter:  Luuiui!,. 

.    ",?°^v."'?"'   'ook  out.   guv'nor.     Here's   your  chance   of 

h^i'^"L''/\'°r!''^'P  •'"^  ">  ""  "•  'hough  he^does  happen  to 
be  the  best  shot  m  these  counties.'  ""iiiien  lo 

^.i^^yj*''^  he  spoke  two  pigeons  appeared,  one  a  little  behind  the 
other,  coming  down  very  straight.  As  they  reached  the 
?„*'r„'f".*  '."h"''  "f."  ^'"'^  'hey  hovered,  preparing  to  alight 

and  the  nhej;  .?"•''  '''  """l"'^'  ""'^  «*  «  <"''a°''''  of  about  flfty 
and  the  other  of,  say,  seventy  yards  away,    f  took  the  nearest 
got  on  to  It.  allowing  for  the  drop  and  the  angle   and  touched 
the  trigger  of  the  rifle,  which  fell  to  my  shooldcr  very  sweetiv 
The  bulle    struck  that  pigeon  on  the  crop,  out  of  which  lelfa 
shower  of  acorns  that  it  had  been  eating,  as  it  Zk  in  the 
ground   stone   dead.     Number   two  pigeon     realis  ng   dan«r 
began  to  mount  upwards  almost  straight.    I  fired  the  sS 
barrel,  and  by  good  Inck  shot  its  head  off.    Then  I  snatched  the 
0  her  nfle,  which  Charles  had  been  loading  automaSy  from 
his  outstretched  hand,  for  at  that  moment  I  Baw  f wn  ™^S 
tel"T'"t-   *'  *''^.  "^^'  I  risAd  aTmcu  t  Zt  and  hTi 
to  Ih  1ro„n°d     T^eTth"'  '?"'  1"'  """«'"«  "'  ^till  aStter ing 
{L'?r%Te°There^a\?enck!''n°o!nr"'''  ""'  ^^'"'"  '  '-""''J 
I«^vailed'my"eff  oyT'"""''  "'  *=°"^"«  ^"^"  ^^'"»  ^^•"''"'».  ""^ 

■•  y;&uK;nl1^■Ji}i!^5al^,rh^^^^^^^^ 

weapons,    ff  you  give  one  to  a  shooter  that    s\^7  te°H 
shows  that  you  are  capable  of  anything  "  °'  " 

Then  J  turned  and  addressingLord  Ragnall,  added  • 
inf»L^o"'f  '»P°'°8's^f<»-  that  third  shot  of  mine!  which  was 
infamous,  for  I  committed  a  similar  fault  to  that  aB8'^T?vWh 
I  warned  you  sir  and  did  not  fire  far  enough  ahead  HoN^ver 
t  may  serve  to  show  your  attendant  the  difference  betweenTh; 
tail  of  0  pitreon  and  an  oak  leaf  "  and  I  nn  nteH  L  1     ?  I?® 

feather,  of  the  noor  bird,.  which'wa,':t1ll\rr"to^he"V^^^ 
to  me  .^ndTaTdT  ""*  *""  ^"""^  ""••  "  "<"^'  '"«"  Hfted  his  hat 
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"Sir,  the  practice  much  surpasses  the  precept,  which  ii 
unusual.  I  congratulate  you  upon  a  skill  th„t  ahnost  partakes 
of  the  marvellous,  unless,  indeed,  chance "    And  he  stonnT-d 

"  It  it  natural  that  yon  should  think  so,"  I  rTi'lied  '■  Imt  if 
more  pigeons  come,  and  Mr.  Charles  will  make  sure  that  he 
loads  the  nUe,  I  hope  to  uudccnive  you  " 

„■„*.' iiIlb-n"„'T'""'  ''"^y'r'".  a  'oi'J  ^hout  from  Scroope,  who 
»as  looking  for  nin,  reinforced  by  a  shrill  cry  uttered  bv  Mi", 
Manners,  banished  everj;  pigeon  within  halt  a  mile,  a  fact  of 
which  1  was  not  sorry,  since  who  knows  whether  I  should  have 
hit  all,  or  any,  of  the  next  three  birds' 

"  '.*•''?,'*  ™y.  '"'■"•'s  are  calling  me.  so  I  will  bid  vou  Boort 
morning,"  I  said  awkwardly.  •       ^    " 

"  One  moment,  sir,"  he  exclaimed.  "  Might  I  first  ask  vou 
your  name?    Mine  is  Ragnall— Lord  Ragnall  "  * 

"  And  mine  is  Allan  Quatermain,"  I  said 
I.  M.  o'  "  '■*  ,ans.«ered,    ■  that  explains  matters,    Charles    this 
is  Mr.  Scroope's  fnend,  the  gentleman  that  you  snid-e°agger„  ed 
I  think  you  had  better  apologise."  <^"K8i™ien. 

But  Charles  was  gone,  to  pick  np  -^e  pigeons,  I  suppose 

hii    ^^  """*'"  ^".'""P"  ""<>  t*"^  yo""K  '"•'V  appeared,  havhiR 
heard  onr  voices,  and  a  general  explanation  ensued 
.     Mr.  Quatermain  has  been  giving  me  a  lesson  in  shootine 
pigeons  on  the  wing  with  a  small-bore  rifle,"  said  Lord  RaSl 
p0.nt.n5  to  the  deal  birds  that  slill  lay  upon  the  ground     *^' 
_  He  IS  competent  to  do  that,"  said  Scroope 
Pamfully  competent,"  replied  his  lordship.    "  If  you  don't 
beheve  me,  ask  the  under-keeper. "  ^ 

"  It  is  the  only  thing  I  can  do,"  I  explained  modestly  "  Rine- 
shooting  IS  my  trade,  and  I  have  made  a  habit  of  practising  ai 
birds  on  the  wing  with  baU.  I  have  no  doubt  that  v™h  a  Lt 
t  :n  your  lordship  would  leave  me  nowhere  for  tLt  u  «  onm. 
pott"Afri<^^^-'=  """^  """=  ^'''''''-  -c«Pt  whe^sll^'olii;  W: 

»t'ih^t''ri'''*"''"P-'''1  Scroope,  "  you  wouldn't  have  any  chance 
atthat,  A'  jn,  against  one  of  the  finest  shots  in  England  " 
I  m  not  so  sure,"  said  Lord  Ragnall,  laughing  nleasantlv 
I  have  an  Idea  that  Mr.  Quatermain  is  full  of  fSses  How: 
ever  with  his  leave,  we'll  see.  If  you  have  a  day  fo  snare 
Mr.  Quatermain,  we  are  going  to  shoot  through  the  home  coS 
wm  jo™ us."'''"'  '''^""■*  '"'™  ""'*^''  ""  "ow,  andThopTyou 

,J,i."b'^  ""*''  ^'I'A  °J  ^°"-  ''"'  ">at  is  impossible  "  I  answered 
with  firmness.    "  I  have  no  pun  here  "  answered 

br«iSl^JS'ai:o^'tr^'ne^'';i!-^!:t-.hitt^,rf^j;.f 
have  been  sent  down  to  me  to  try.  T^A  g'oiI,'g'",„''?J?;;;,.  "^ 


i 


18 


THE    IVORY   CHILD 


Ijeiause  lliey  are  miuli  too  sliort  in  the  stock  for  me.  I  think 
they  would  just  suit  you.  iind  yon  are  cjuite  welrome  to  the  u*o 
01  them. 

„.„^n'"  ' '■"',1'*'^'' ™>s';lf.  guessing  lliol  the  discomfited  Charles 
would  |,ut  all  sorl.s  of  stones  about  conceining  me.  and  not 
«■  s  uu.mo  look  foolish  before  u  party  of  ^-raud  strangers,  no 
doubt  cho,.eu  for  their  skill  at  this  particular  form  of  sport 

Well.  Allan,  exclaimed  Scroope.  who  alwavs  had  a  tul-iit 
for  saying  tlie  wrong  thing.  ■  you  are  quite  right  not  to  «o  into 
a  compel  ition  w.  h  Lord  Rognall  over  high  plieasiinls.  ' 

I  flushed,  for  there  was  some  truth  in  his  blundering  remark 
whereon  Lord  Ragnnll  said  «1th  ready  tad  leuiarK, 

■     «  IL" "'^'■'^  iH'';  <>'™1"°"'"'  '0  shoot,  'not  lo  a  shooting  match 
bcroope,  and  I  hope  he  II  come."  ""'hm. 

nc™"  '*""  '"''  ""  "''"''"'  ""''  "'"'  "  ^'"'<'"f'  heart  I  had  to 

A  ,'  •5""'>  '''"'''  'T=l^  you  too.  Scroope,"  said  his  lordship  when 
detai  s  had  been  arranged,  "  but  we  can  only  manage  se  en  g  ns 
nt  tins  shoot,  nut  will  yon  and  Miss  Manners  com^e  to  dine*u  d 
sleep  to-morrow  eveiiing.J  [  should  like  to  Introduce  your  fnture 
wife  to  my  future  wife,"  he  added,  colouring  a  little 

mss  Manners,  being  devoured  with  curiosilv  as  to  the  wonder- 
fu  Miss  Holmes,  of  whom  she  had  heard  so  much  but  never 
actually  seen,  accepted  at  once,  before  her  lover  could  get  out  a 
word,  whereon  hcroope  volunteered  to  bring  me  over  in  the 
TZ'R  ^.'"^  i"","  '""■  '"\  «""8  PO^^essed  bv  a  terror  that  I 
should  l)e  handed  over  to  the  care  of  the  unsympathetic  Char  m 

UX  '  '  '"""'''  "'  ''7  «™'''"''  ""^  ''O  tile  thfng 'V^s 

^^iJh'Tr  '^"v  .1"°"'  "'^  P'''^^^'^  through  a  countrv  town  of 
which  I  forget  the  name,  and  the  sight  of  n  gunsmith  sshon 
there  reminded  me  Ihat  I  had  no  cartridge.,.  So  I  Mopped  to 
order  .some,  as.  fortunately,  Lord  Bagnall  had  ment  oned  tha? 
the  guns  lie  was  going  to  lend  me  were  twelve-bores  The 
I'^^ir?"  "'^"^i"".'','?'''  """"y  raJ-tridges  I  wanted,  and  when 
T  replied      a  hundred,"  stared  at  me  and  said  • 

If.  as  I  understood,  sir.  you  are  going  to  the  big  winter  shoot 
at  Ragnall  o-morrow,  you  had  better  make  it  three  hundred 
and  fifty  at  east.     I  shall  he  there  to  watch,  like  loL  of  others 

"Very  well,;'  I  answered,  fearing  to  show  r.ore  ignorance  hv 
further  discussion.  "  I  will  call  for  the  cartridges  on  mvtav 
powder.  "'  """""'"^      '^^''"'  '"""  ""'"'  ^"'h  three  draSLs  of 

ThJ^'  iT'^'  Tlv.""  °"'\'^^  ™^  ""  "Phfh  "'  -^"0    6  shot    sirs 
That  s  what  all  the  gentlemen  use." 
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■  >"o,"  I  ,in?wfrcd.  "  No.  3;  pledsi:  Iji;  sure  as  lu  lliiif.  Good 
eveiimiL'. 

Iho  tiiiiismilh  staled  ,it  nic,  aiid  iis  I  let!  Ilic  -Imn  1  hciird  liiiu 
romork  lo  Lis  ;issisfanl  : 

"  TJiH.  AfriPiin  iikiiI  iiiii<|  Hiink  |„.v  ,,i)m^  out  tn  slioot 
osliKlips  with  buck  shol.  (  expucl  he  ain't  no  good,  whiilcvci 
lliey  raav  say  alioiil  liim.' 


CHAI'Tlili    II 

ALLAN  MAKES  A   BET 

f>N  the  following  morniug   Scrooue   aud  I  arrivoil   iit  fl«  tiu 

Xn  nV'.f "',"  ""."'■'"• '"  "="     «"  »"'•  »"  we  s  oppi   0 

SnZ '"'"'"";'  =°"''.?''vereign'L  for  thcSi,  as   n   hose  dSys 
auth  things  were  dear,  which  showed  me  that  I  was  not  eS 

oereon  "^r''»lr-  °'  "'^  r"'''^'''  "  splendid-looking  and  porllv 

Much  alarmed  I  took  oft  my  hat  and  waited. 

I  intunated  that  he  did. 
..."  '1l'"['  ''''■'"  '"'  W6°t  0".  I'ausing  a  little  at  thp  "  .in  •■ 

true   hilt  the  example  is  always  useful  "     ^  °^'^^^'  "  '^ 

be;ief.''"'l!htlc^l"u,\VSand1hat'^s"'"''"^^  ^"'•'  -"^""t  ■^- 
load  for  the  gentleman,t^hitt  ^^e'^^'^^^^^^  ^^^^ 
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safety.    His  Iordslu(p's  ordors  are  that  you  uccumpauy  them  an  J 
carry  the  cartridges     And,  Charles,  you  will  pknse  keep  coual 
I    of  the  number  Hrert  and  whnt  is  killed  dead,  not  rptkouing 
runners.    I'm  sirk  of  them  stories  of  runners."  '^-<-KO"'n« 

These  directions  were  given  in  u  portentous  stage  a.-ide  which 
we  were  not  supposed  to  hear.    They  caused  Siroope  to  snigg"? 

indignaliot'         *""'    *""  '"   "'"   ""^^   '"'"''  "   '^li'-sof 

I  took  one  of  the  guns  and  looked  at  it.    It  was  a  cc-tlv  and 

beautifully  made  weapon  of  the  period,  with  an  under'-lcver 

Li  C™.  ."  -"'^  ^"'"^  "  ^y^'sht  it  will  du  the  rest.  Bu 
!.  tfiii^    ?"'/'''e."P.  ?"•■  keep  It  up,  for  I  know  what  the  bore 

won  t   ake  it  omiss  ,f  I    eU  you  that  here  at  Rugnall  wi  hates 
'  «  ^^%l'l"='-;;»»t.     '  ""-nlion  !t  because  the  last  gmtloman  who  ' 
came  from  foreign  pnrts-he  was  French,  he  was-shot  nothiim 
all  day  but  one  hen  bird  just  on  the  top  of  the  brush    two 
beaters,  his  lordship's  hut,  and  a  starling  ■' 

ri.'lt.i*"*.  ''"'"'  ^'■'^"J"'  '"'°'"'  '"'"  "  ■•"•"•  0'  i-liotic  laughter 
lil  S  '.'■'""  ^Jhom  Fortune  decreed  that  I  was  not  to  escape 
after  all,  turned  his  hack  and  doubled  up  as  though  seized  with 
sudden  pain  ,1.  the  stomach,  and  I  grew  absolutely  furious 

Confonnd  it,  Mr  Kee(.er, "  I  exclaimed,  "  what  do  you  "mean 
by^Uctuiing  me?    Attend  to  your  bu.in,..5,  and  I'll  ItlenTlo 

.„^i  ♦l''^.  ™'«"'""  who  should  appear  from  behind  the  antle  of 

^r™li:'5"^-t".V'*'"=.l?"''°e  '"  '"^  aable-yard,  neaj  th' 
gun-room  door-but  Lord  Uagnall  himself,  I  oould  sre  that  he 
had  overheard  the  conversation,  for  he  looked  angrv 

Jenkuis,  he  said,  addressing  the  keeper,  "do  what  Mr 
Quatermain  has  said  and  attend  to  your  own  busine««  Pe-hans 
.vou  are  not  aware  that  he  has  shot  more  lions,  elephants  and 
other  b  g  game  than  you  have  cat..  But,  however  ha"  may  be 
It  IS  net  your  place  tatry  to  in.=tr>ict  him  or  any  of  my  guests' 
^ow  go  and  see  to  the  heaters."  '  suesis. 

v„,!l"''®nP''-''i'''"'.™^  '''■'''^•"  ei"culated  Jenkins,  hi»  face  that 
was  as  nond  as  his  waistcoat,  turning  .piile  pale;  "  no  offei  ce 
^!^*' "^  l"''^'}^^  ^'^Ph""*'  ""d  lions  don't  llv,  my  lord  "ud 
those  accustomed  to  such  ground  varmin  are  apt  to  shoot  low 
my  lord.    Beatei-  all  ready  at  the  Hnnl  <;opse,  mv  lofd'' 

'Thus  speaking  he  hacked  himself  out  of  sigm.    Lord  Raenall 
watched  him  go,  then  .=aid  with  a  laugh  •  ^agnail 

"I  npologisp  to  yoi!,  Mr.  Quatermain.     'That  silly  old  fool  whs 
part  of  my  inheritance,  so  to  speak;  and  the  joke  o    it  U  tha 
he  18  himself  the  worst  .md  most  dangerous  shot  I  ever  saw; 
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ll.mcNL.r.  ,.n  Ihf  uIIlt  ImiMl  li.  i-  Iho  Ih.-I  ,™r.T  of  |.hr,„aiU. 
1  lift  louii  V  >o  1  [.lit  up  Hill,  him.  Com.-  in.  i„m,  «onl  voii» 
l.liarlps      III  look  ivfler  your  giiu-  iind  iiirlriiljro<    ' 

Ufi  hull  nil.  th.T.'  iiilroilii.pd  |„  ||„.  „tii,.|.  incmhei-  of  thr 
BhooliiiK  I'lirlv,  mo-l  of  wlimn  w.ro  «l,ninK  .a  (lir  ciHlle      Th«' 

1.1      "    '",.""■  '"''''    "  I"'l"'''  "'"'   '  nl""*'^  took   ill  Afri™ 
1   iw"il;l  l''o""  ""''""Vrl"'"  '  »"^  o"  my  di.ta„t  CMK-dmoi™: 
I  did  not  Sep  a  copy  of  it  for  »  vein-  iit  ii  time 
lo  mv  nstonij-hmcnt  I  found  thai  I  kn,.»  on,,  of  llu..e  Kenfle- 

^eldom  forget  »  fiicp,  and  I  was  .s,iir,.  itv,t  I  co not  hP  mU- 

^mit>  MP.v  p),.?.  fhiif  ipd.  puinlpd  nose  could  liclnnji  to  iiobodv 

oprtion  «ith  pprtmn  (ti'-nntu-  «nd  moM  siip,P«.f„|  frnuds  that  tlu- 
law  scpiued  quitp  nnaldp  to  touch,  of  which  fr.oid.  I  had  bpp  i 
...IP  of  IhP  many  vicfiui,,  to  thP  oMont  of  i.'.3(..  a  large  "nm  for 

XK.  «hch  Piided  in  iii>  .Icclaring  in  niy  vm-,-,||  that  If  J  came 
■cross  him  on  Iip  vcM  I  should  ^hoot  bin,  ,-,t  sight  IVrl™,  s 
that  wa.  one  of  the  reasons  why  Mr.  van  Koon  vanished  from 
Soil  h  Africa  or  may  add  Hint  he  w„s  a  ciir  o  the  (h<l  vale" 
1  Mieve  that  he  had  only  just  enlered  Ibe  room,  having  Iri mi 
over  from  wberever  iif  lived  at  some  distance  from  Ilagiiall  A 
Tbf  t'  '<•»'»■.  """Ii"*-'  of  >ny  iiresencc  al  this  shool.  '  Had 

he  known  I  am  quite  sure  that  he  would  have  been  absent        ,' 
limed,    and    seeing   me,    ejaculated:    "Allan    niialermaiu     by 
heav«i  I     benealh  his  breath,  biil  in  such  a  tone  of  astonishment 
that  It  allracted  thealtenlion  of  Lord  Ragnall,  who  was  stall diHg 

"Yes.  Mr.  van  Koop,  '  I  answered  in  a  cheerful  voice.    '  Allan 

?am"o'seevo°  "!''"■  '""'  '  '"''^''  >""  "'<•  •"'  ?'"<'  <"  ^'•''  >""'" 

us"  '  '.''t!!|  .''■"'''«•  ^•V"''."'''^'^>"'  ^''Hl  Lord  liagnall,  sinrins  at 
Kortcscue    ■  '"""    '''"■"•^'"'''    »"o    "^"J    «"    he    Mr. 

"Indeed,-  I  replied.  "  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  remember 
we  arp"iw;:i!.iKL'""  ""''""'"'  """'^-  '■'"  '  ""  ''""-"hal 

Lord  Ragnall  moveil  away  as  though  be  did  not  wish  to 
r  Ko;''sidfed:,;ro'Z'  -"'*  ""  "'"■  ^•^"  ""<'  -erUyd.^n'S 
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■  So  I  fiiitlii-r. "  I  ri-iilioil;  ■  lnil  luini'  hiivc  rciiiiiiiii'd  niiuli  llip 
MiriP,  mill  if  il  is  coiivi'iiii'iit  lo  voii  lo  npin  m.'  tli.it  vlii)  voii 
owe  nv.  Willi  iiitin-t.  I  <liiill  Im  nimli  uMiju-i]  if  ni>t.  I  thiiili 
I  liiivi'  II  (1(10(1  •tory  til  li'll  hIkmiI  vdii .' 

"Oil.  .Mr,  yiiiiliTiliiiiii.'  Ill'  nii'-iwercij  wjlli  :i  sorl  i,(  ,D|i||. 
wliicli  iiiiiiji'  ni''  [I'cl  iii(  lliii>il  Id  kii'k  liiiii,  ■  Mill  know  I  ilisnutc 
Hint  ili'lil  " 

■  Do  VOII'  '  I  e.xclniiiicd.  ■  Well,  iicrliiip-  Mm  will  ilj-puti. 
tllf  stOI-.V  i(l-(l  lllll  the  i|lll's|loil  i-.  will  villi  he  liclipvci!  vvll.'li 
I  givt^  llio  proofs!'  ■■ 

■'  Kver  liciinl  (if  llic  St.iluli'  of  l/mill.illon-.  Mr.  OiiiilHrniniir'  " 
lif"  nskf'il  Willi  a  -in'cr. 

"  .Nut    wliprc    iluiriulor    is    cihicitikmJ,  '    I    iv|i|ii>i|    stoiitiv, 
"  -Now,  wliiit  lire  yoii  jtciiii);  In  iln'  " 
lie  riHId-lcil  ii  liuiiiiciit.  mid  luisv.crcd  : 

■'  Look  liPfc  .Mr.  Qiuitcrmniii.  yon  were  iilv.nvs  .1  bit  of  u 
s|iortsm(iii.  mid  111  imikc  you  mi  (itfir.  If  I  kill  more  hirds  lli.iii 
yon  do  lo-dny,  >oii  sliiill  proinlse  lo  hold  your  toiijiuc  iibout  my 
affnirs  in  .South  Afrir.i;  mid  if  yon  kill  more  llinii  I  do.  von  vhnll 
still  hold  your  ton^up,  lint  1  will  pnv  von  th.it  ti.yi  und  interest 
for  si.\  vein's.  ■' 

I  iilso  rellecled  for  11  inomenl.  knowing'  .iml  the  m.iii  had 
somelliiiif!  up  his  si,  eve.  of  coiirse,  I  lonid  refuse  mid  make  a 
scandal.  But  that  was  not  in  my  line,  mid  would  not  brinji  me 
nearer  my  f^oii.  v.iiieh.  if  I  eliamed  lo  win.  mijilil  find  its  v»nv 
Imck  into  my  pocket. 
"  All  rifiht,  done!  "  I  snid, 

"  What  is  your  liet.  Sir  Junius:'  ■  i^ked  Lord  liafrnall.  who 
was  approaching  apaiii. 

'■  It  is  rather  a  lonjf  story,"  he  an-wcred.  "  Iml.  to  put  it 
shortly,  years  iiiiii,  when  I  was  triivelling  in  Africa,  Mr.  Qualer- 
niain  and  I  had  a  disimte  as  to  a  snni  of  li)  which  he  thoujiht  I 
owed  him,  and  lo  save  arjjiinieiit  aboiil  a  Irille  we  nave  acreed 
that  I  should  shool  agninst  him  for  it  to-day." 

■  Indeed,"  said  Lord  Ragnall  rather  seriously,  tor  I  could  see 
that  he  did  not  believe  Van  Koops  statement  as  to  Ihe  ar-oiint 
of  the  het:  jierhaps  he  had  heard  more  than  we  thought  "  To 
he  frank.  Sir  Junius,  |  don't  niii.'h  cure  for  l;el!iiig._for  that's 
what  it  comes  to— here  .Mso  I  think  .Mr.  (.Iiiiiferm.iin  =aid 
yesterday  that  he  hud  never  shot  pheasants  in  Knglaiul,  so  the 
match  seems  scarcely  fair.  However,  vou  gentlemen  !ci;"w  vour 
own  business  best.  OnK  I  must  tell  inn  bolli  that  if  moni^y  is 
concerned,  I  shall  have  to  set  soiiieone  whose  decision  will  be 
final  to  count  your  birds  and  report  the  nuniber  to  me." 

"Agreed,"  said  Van  Koop,  or,  rather,  Sir  Junius-  but  I 
answered  nothing,  for.  to  tell  Ihe  truth,  alreadv  1  felt  ashamed 
of  the  whole  affair. 
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Uie  olhor,  lo  the  Knt  rovcrl,  whicl.  wn»  half  n  mile  or  moro 

I..U,;og.,w"i:.   '"*'    '"    '""""    ''■""'■'•'  "    i-^    '"    «"« 

iv.'li'  ''"^''  ""•'   "'■■   ^°"  """I'  '"■'"'"."   '  nnswprcd,     ■  nliout 

fllnhl       '■  *'"'  "   "■'■"■''"''"•n   ""J    very    siicfCHful- 

In  i  J?  L  /T"""  ""k'^j  '''I.?  '"'"'■''  "8"  he  iKJuehl  a  large  nroncrlv 
••  nnvv!}  h'"'""*"""'  kJ'"^"  >"'ir*  "«"  '""  *"•'""<'  •'  Imro  net  " 

Inquired  '  ''  '"''''""'■   •*   *""•<">'■•'      I 

;By  purplnso,  I  believf." 

•■  vL.''1!!;='!?'i'<'k» 'n  h^'iours  in  England  purchased?  '• 
fr, ^Af  ■      *','^"«'',"""y '""Of'-nt,  Mr.  Q.Kilermiiln,  as  a  li.inler 

.<.'  .fj"^"!*",  "r'.H"'''  KaKi'"ll,  I  am  a  vit.n  humble  person,  not 
h/7"'^?'  '"^'■'"''  "*  """  Kninekeeper  of  yours;  therofore 

He  lauffhed  agnii], 

i.JlJiy.^1''  '*"' '"'';^'''""1.  "'til  "horn  you  make  befs  subscribed 
W^'"  »'« '""'^/  »'  "is  Pnrty.  I  am  telling  v„u  what  I  know 
.°>  •r'^;  I'''":*'',  "'"  "'""""'  '  ''"  "«'  kno'"-.  It  laa  been 
vanously  stated  to  he  from  fifteen  to  fifty  thousand  pounds,  and 
j^erhaps  by  co.nndencc,  subsequently  was  somehow  created  a 

I  stared  at  liim. 

"  That's  all  the  story,"  he  went  on.  "  !  don't  like  the  man 
myself,  but  he  is  a  wonderful  pheasant  shot,  wh  ch  pa..cs  hSS 
n»^7%'l"'n  ?''°°'  "'^  'V!^  become  a  kind  of  foti.h  „  ,{,Z 
parts,  Mr  Quatermain.  For  instance,  it  is  a  tradition  on  hs 
estate  that  we  must  kill  more  pheasants  than  on  any  o?her  „ 
the  county,  and  therefore  I.  have  to  ask  I  he  best  guns  w  lo  are 
not  always  the  best  fellows.  It  annoys  me,  but  seems  t  at 
1  must  do  what  was  done  before  me  " 

tt,'lil!l^"l!"'^'i,""'T^\"'^'"''  '  ''''™'<1  ^^  inclined  to  give  up 
!i„n  -."r""*'"""!:'  ^•'"'''  ""Snall.  Sport  as  sport  is  good,  but 
when  It  tecomes  a  business  it  grows  tiateful.  I  know,  ^h.  Cve 
had  to  follow  it  as  a  trade  for  many  years   ' 

That's  an  Idea,"  he  replied  reflectively.    "  Meanwhile   I  do 
tTai'n^^h  ^;°"  ''■'^\/"^^«<^^.yo«T-.£B  from  Sir  J.m  u,     HVi" 
so  vain  that  j  would  Kindly  give  £m  ',o  »Pe  vou  do  «o  " 
"   Tliere  is  little  chance  of  that,"  I  said,  ''  for,  as  I  told  you 
I  have  never  .hot  pheaaants  before.  Still,  111  try,  ks  you  wish  It.  •"' 
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That  «  right  And  look  hire,  Mr.  Qualermsiii,  shoot  well 
lonvnnl  of  llicm.  You  see,  !  um  veiiliniim  to  iidvisu  voii  imw, 
as  vmi  ndviseil  me  yesterday.  Shot  dues  not  travel  so  fist  as 
h«ll,  and  the  jjlieaBBnt  is  a  bird  that  is  genorully  (jniug  much 
(|uii-iiiT  thiiii  yon  Ihii*.  Now,  here  wn  ure.  Cliarle.i  will 
?how  you  your  stand.    Good  luck  to  you." 

Ten  minulcn  later  the  numn  lic^tan  outside  of  n  Ioiik  revert  all 
the  seven  guns  hi'inK  lui-led  within  ^iRht  of  cnch  otlnr.  Ho 
oceufiiod  was  I  in  watching  the  rireiiniinarie«,  which  were  iiuite 
new  to  me.  that  I  allowed  first  a  hare  and  then  a  hen  pUi^asanf 
to  do(Nirl  without  Orinn  nt  them,  whiuli  hen  pheaB.int,  by  the 
way,  curved  round  and  was  beautifullv  killed  by  Van  koon 
who  stood  two  Kons  off  u()on  my  right. 

"  Look  here,  Allan,"  paid  Scro'ope,  "  if  you  arc  polnii  to  beat 
your  Africuii  friend  you  had  better  wake  i,p,  for  >oii  won't  do  it 
by  admiring  the  sccnerv  or  that  Fqiiirrel  on  a  tree. " 

So  I  v\okc  up.    Just  nt  that  moincnl  there  «us  n  rrv  of  "  cock 
funvaril.  '     .    .bought   it   meant   a   icck    pheasant,"  an  1    was 
nsto'tished  when  I  sow  a  beautiful  brown  bird  w  itii  a  long  hcak 
flitting  towards  mo  through  the  tops  of  the  oak  trees 
"  Am  I  to  shoot  at  that?  "  I  asked. 
"Of  course.    It  is  a  woodcock,"  answered  Scroope 
By  this  hme  the  brown  bird  was  rockiiii;  past  mc  within  ten 
yards.     I  (ired  and  killed  it,  for  where  it  Imd  been  appeared 
nothing  but  a  cloud  of  feathors.    It  was  a  quick  .ind  clever  shot 
or  so  I  thought.     Hut  when  Chailc.?  slcjiped  out  and  picked  froni 
t_lio  ground  only  a  beak  and  a  head,  a  litter  of  laughter  went 
down  the  whole  line  of  gnn.«  and  loaders. 

"  I  say,  old  ch.ip,"  said  Scroope,  "  if  vou  will  use  .No  3  >;hol 
you  had  belter  let  your  birds  got  a  lilUe  farther  oB  vou  " 

rhe  incident  upsd  me  so  muili  that  immediately  afterward-  f 
missed  three  easy  phc.isants  in  succession,  \\liile  Van  Koon 
added  two  to  Ins  bag.  ' 

acroope  shool<  lii=  head  and  Chailcs  groaned  audiblv.  Now 
that  I  wi  s  nut  in  competition  willi  his  master  he  had"  become 
suddenly  ..nxious  lliat  I  should  win,  for  in  some  iiivsteriou-  wav 
the  news  of  that  bet  had  spree.d,  and  mv  adversary  wa'^  not 
popular  amongst  the  keeper  class.  .  vi, 


again,"    said    Scroope,    pointing    to 


'  Here    you    come 

advancing  pheasant. 

It   was  an   extraordin  rily   high   pheasant,    n.i-^hed,    (   lliiiik 

outside  the  covert  by  a  stop,  so  high  that,  as  it  travcjied  down 

the  lino    although  three  p„ns  (ircd  at  it.   including  Van  Koon 

none  of  them  seemed  to  touch  it.    Then  I  fired,  arjd  remembering 

Lord  Hagnntl  s  advice,  fur  in  feonl      Its  m^-ht  rli'.ngcl.     .Still  it 

™)''i.«l, ""■""';''  ""^^  ■'"'■■  '""  ''''•'  •'"■  monicnlnm  of  a  stone 
to  fall  Mly  yards  to  mv  right,  dead. 
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•  1  hi'lii. 


voii 


In^'.^unJ^:::^;;,,;;;!!;!;^'™'""^'  -'""■  ':"-■'-  grinned  „U  over 
\\i|wclliis  eye  llidt  time." 

I  replied,  ■' Fairlv  well  ••  • 

weather.  '  '  '"''    ■""'  "''"'   ""'^i'l''  '"  look  at  tl,'. 

It    iMil    cliiiiifred    vor* 


adding: 
lio  ex|ierienep  of 


JUiKii    during    liiiulieou.      The    fair 
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promis"  of  the  mormnR  had  rtepnrled,  the  sky  wa-  overoa,!  ,„,l 
I  wind  Mow,,,..  i„  .|,.o„..  j,,'as|.,  „«s  risi,,..  rai.ldlv  ,i -Ivh^^ 
h.-tor,.  It  ocr,-,^i„„„l  scurries  of  snow  r,,iinii>,   ,i„M„g 

Like  r oui  —tlu,    s  our  -rent  stand  here,  you  know—will  t«l-o 

■  I  f,-ai-  tt,;,t  yoii  will  he  disappointed,'    I  said  neryouslv 
I  d|'aii!:  Ih|.  ,|i..,Ty  brandy,  and  preseutlv  off  «■(■  ivem      tj. 

I  hat  pnl  n„.  i„  v.'  v  .00 1  Xi  '  ,  h''-  '^  '■'."  """'""  "■'."■"'"'■J 
<i.\tv  vai'ds  !■  ear  of  a  heh  nf  t-.ii  fL„  V  I  i.liarle-^.  alwiit 
I  he  >„her  side  onl,;'  iZfl^     7;,  0  '"'f  ',',?'•  ['"•  "'''">'  "" 

l-oU  out,  Mr.  t^uatonnain,  thel  arJ  eo^his  wav  '■  .,id 
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Lord  Ragnall,  while  Charles,  thrust  a  loaded  pun  into  mv  hanrt 

nnd  caught  that  which  followed     A^T  n  mv  va.Mtv  I  i"-!?"  ' 
own  up,  at  least  not  till  that  evening        ^    """^  '  ^"^  ""' 

immmm 

falli'ng  with  aTpSTn^'iheV'^te?        ■■  '''"'  ""'  '"""''  ""^^•"^ 

VanVooVtie""rorhis  lnd'''"ioo^""""'.r''  "'  "«  ''""'« 
suggested^hat  th;Toot''''homd"igi°;^"V  '""''  "'"' 

wo°n"d'g"on'  ""■'  '■""  """"P  '"""^^-^  ""  ""><»  -^"<J  ^ald  that  he 
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work  with  tlipm  \vl  h  J  I  ^  ^  "^'  "'"^  ""'  "'akc  very  kooiI 
going  }™rso  ll  ttlc  r  '  V?n"K"'  "r  '"  «^<'  «•  ff 
^terpret  the  order  in  the  same  spiW  for  T;  r'T'^  '^'"^  '">' 
killing  one  or  two  and  misZg  olhir.  """^  '■"  '"''''™'' 

■■  I^uppofe  uVlhTli,?;"' ''"'''"•''  '  ''^"'•''  ^""^  «»?™l'  remark. 
Then  he  sent  Charles  to  ask  him  to  dcsi.t. 

.et'trThe^r-K-il^t  ^^^V"""^  •»  »>«  north  and 
pheasants,  however  s  in  alwk.T  a""?S"°^  violence.  The 
for  they  were  mlk[n|'  "r  thi  cove;t''o„''ihelH^''T  "'  "l^  '"«^ 
been  bred.  Bnt  when  thev  Vnt  fnL  ?•,  '""■  ^^■''^'■"=  thev  l,ad 
force  of  the  wind,  (^i?e  fZ  ?°'  iJl'^?  ."JP""  ?""  f^"  thh  full 
back  at  a  most  fearTI,  pace,  Cnyl^^ii^i ^To  ^^^^^0^0'; 

shopting^s  I  ^PI.oseIsMnevor-\eLT~  .•".''  ^"^''  ™^«''' 
shrieking  trees,  or  over  the  lake  to  mv^ilf,-   «"'?''  '''"'^"  "'°-^« 
driven  pheasants  in  an  endless  proc™;,ion'  mn."'  **■'  "">"■ 
found  that  this  wild  work  suited  me   fnT^:  .•''^'">'  ^"°"S'''   ' 
the  pheasants  grew  more  and  more^^;/°^?f  ''"Iwent  on  and 
better.    One  after  anot  icr  low,?  .|.  .v^'"'"''';'  '."''"'  bs«er  and 
a  crash  in  the  brnshTood  or  " "     '  ji  in'^L'? .^'"/•I,"  "«  ^^"h 
grew  almost  too  hot  to  hold     Ttfem  wi™         ''"'■■ ''"  ""=  ^""^ 
I  discovered  I  could  pick  my  Iho[s-  al  ^  h  T""^  "'  »"="'  »'«« 
were  caught  bv  the  wind  and  ™rv'.H„,  "'"'  I'"}"  °"'  "'  «■" 
that  the  time  (b  fire  was  j„.^  he?ore  ^e? Mrfh-'"  "''«^''  ""'^ 
exoitement  was  great  nnJl  tho  =„    .      *,  '  ""^  t*"^  '^'"'ve.     The 
le.«tity  who  hTsflfot  D."emSerX^^P/;."f  ■  "?  ""/O""  »"' 
covert  and  in  a  tearing  gale     Va     Knni'.,^  '■''"°«.'=«'^''  °^''>' 
well,  but  the  guns  in  front  ffn»„iJ^"P.?'^?  '^■^''  f""'"?  very 
The^-  were  forced    0  st.'ndh?"     000?"?^/^"^  ""j*^  "'"'"i"P- 
performance  from  .ifar  '  ^  ""^  ^''"'''^'''  ™''  "a'ch  our 

an^y!;^e!^"^^,r^];„^--tr4;:f  ll^e''^":,  ^^  "^^''- 
may  be  udgcd  from  ttie  fact  that  ^m.^f.h  ,  "i'"'  ^^*'"'-  This 
and  tremendous  pace,  I  kme*dV?ati;^^tv'^''',f ''"''": '•''''^''' 
thirty-five  cartridges.  The  Una!  bird  of  nf'^  Pheasants  with 
appeared  by  himself  out  of  nofthmni  J  '  "  splendid  cock, 
all  was  done.  I  think  it  muTlavS  l^Z  ,'7  "'°"'?'"  ft"^' 
on  the  hi..,  or  been  U.n.,'^l::T:i"t^'^::ZT^r^ 
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T'^hn,%TT^^  "•'  ""■  '""■■"■    ^'■<"-  it  '■•■">"'.  '0  high  ahovo 
us  that  It  looked  ami,-  =nwll  in  the  durk  siio,  -f,"l 

»r^^tk:."^;:.t-s^:^;,i!;;tl^tFr 
^t^'(he^^^^''::l!lri^n;^:7:y-- 

i^ali^r:v^;^n:::!rif;isi.±r^'r^^ 
^^^:ni...??^:^^;:^e-r~S 

Those    ore    yours    and    Sir    .[iiniu-^'s,"    sild    S..ronnp       -i 
wonder  wh  r  i  of  vou  lia«  won      I'll  ,..,i  ■     „        •  '^™"P'^  ' 

fellow  '■  "  '"''  ■'  sovi'i'ipn  in  vnu,  olil 

..fjis/yi?  its  rBzs,;;;-=:t  e- 

woo,l,.oek..  and  Ihree  tu>,Klni.''  '    '"''  ''"'^"'  ^''"''-  *«■" 

And  how  many  fo  I  hat  of  Mr    Ouatermaii.9 '■  .>,i,i    „      ., 

mild    remind   vou   hoth     -enflemen   \h-,V  tT  l-      ■'™'"«-       ' 


ALLAN  MAKES  A  BET 


31 


■  Quite 


•o,  "  I  (tnswpred,  but  Van  K 


Mop  sii.I  nollii 


TIh. 


■  il~  Id 

•■  Hill, 
.■I"  11(1 
iri'eil, 


Tlicii  It  set-ni*  vmi  luivp  won  vnnr  t  =i    m,.    n  ,  i  " 

"bioJ.  I  ron,ral„l«l,.  yon:-  "  M  i^!;:,  ^^.^l;,  '^""l-™'"".  "['on 
,.     ^'"i;  ''  mi'iulf.  ■  Im.ko  ill  Villi  K«.m.     ••  Tli..  l,,.|   vv, 
|.lHasa.il.s;  tlip  othir  Ihinps  dont  loiii.t    ■  " 

I  lliiiik  Itic  term  used  was  '  birds.     •  |  rr'nmik,,! 
lo  hr  fruiik.  wb™  1  made  it  I  whs  tbiiikii,..  of    h,  ,     ,  , 

WHsq^leJend'-''"    '   '"^'"'■'""V  ''^  '  ™"ld  "av.  sw,,n,  lb„t  il 
thrrf"-""""  '■  <?"'""'"'"":  ''"I   »!"■  fa^t  rr-,u,ii,s  |b„.   it  is„> 

main.     ,-.^„  i;,,,  yMl'^vonid' ^lirlno'^r  l"'^  "'^"-  Q-""" 
I  felt  inclined  (o  .••nswer,  but  diiint      nnl>  i  ,\,  in         ,■      ■ 
"  Mr.  Quoterni.iin  sbot  nioie        i,\vo      ■  m  /*■'"""  ''"' '■ 

^^c^^;=;;ubl^:;;-i,,^^'|  -M""-^^^ 
^^oi  bi..  „,id  yon  n:;^  :i;-i,^^/;z;:' -™ -;.i-v 

ro;!^::;v/;m;;;x'T';;;l,.;;;/[;;„rTo"""^""^'';""^''-  ■'•"" 

b.v  ano.iier  ninn  with  .dr      ho  11  ,  'n„'"';'p'-"i'r''''  /"""""'' 

;:h;,,^^l^w;;b^n;Tbr^"''''^""'-^-^^^ 

I  ve  f!ot  him.  mv  lord."  ho  ..,.,<,,,.|i    (,„.  i,„  u    , 


fl 
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•  4  „  *  ^mijU 

appeared  to  h  ve  onl!*^  ''''"*''""  ^U'lher  \  „•  °h"°"''  '  "-"e"' 

r^rs"i.r{5^7a%rv3K; .... 

Prmcipal."  '"'"^s'-     '  shall  be  q„i  e  ,S"f     .StiU. 


^  'Cheque  h  for  a  debt 


>vhid]  years 


««o  I 


i 
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ment  fund  in  ti.i,  neighbourhood  an/Tn*  '"  ^"  "■■  ""  '^"''o"- 
from  you  Sir  Junius  For  esrue  "aid  th»t  h„  i'^n '"■  ""  'i"''^'">" 
any  subscription  to  its  fund"  \Vill  vn„  .1.""'  ""'  ""  ^'^^  ■"«<'« 
Sir  Junius 's  subscriptioS  be  entered  .'"i""  '°  """''  >"" 
please?"  And  I  passed  him  ih.  ,/?!  "  '",.''"'  """"e'  ''  Vou 
myself  or  bearer  ""*  ''''^l"'''  ^^1'''-''  » ns  drawn  to 

f250,'m,sh'd':'ti!!^  TkT'  "■"'  --"«  'hat  it  was  not  £5,  but 
Mr.  Q?a?er;!,°aij;""si"junius'' •-'"■'  °'  '^^"^^'»">  ""  "'"  P-t  of 

His  passion  for  «cmi  f  nnd,^ip„t  ^  ?"■  '''^^  "J"'""  Jissraced 
.-.nd  L  became  a  1  nl/;Sp?  n  inS'"''"".'-  T"-^^^'"^"  itsel?,' 
leave  the  country  for  AS^rraXreh""  "V^ .owed  liim  to 
accident  while  tMveUinras™n  mm,W„'  was  killed  in  a  railway 
. ever  that  he  was  not  nfked  to  Too  *„.'.'■    '  ll""^  ''<"'"•''•  "ow- 

The  cheque  was  pas"ed  to  «,»../.'  "''Snall  any  more. 
but  not,  as  I  had  requeued    as  a  s^fhl"?  I^''  S''""«^  "o«P"aJ. 
Fortescue.     A  couple  of  vearsln^ertfiJ'!.'"'," /'•"'"  -^''-  ^""'"^ 
sum  of  money  was  u«ed  to  build  Im.T"^'''  '.'^^raeJ  that  this 

,     to  accommodate  sick  children   which  rooi;?""  '"  """  '"^'iftion 
;     Quaternmin  ward        ""'"^<=°'  "^""-ti  room  was  named  the  Allan 

it  ti'  ii:rbV.^ifni^i,'^^^7uyt?T'"''r-^''-' "--- 

Ragnall.  "        ™'   '""S  and  close  friendship  wit^ 

gooI'bTe^^rrCnaWrn^' «°"^.='^->- -'hout  sa 
hand  aid  shook  it  ^  '''  ""  '™'"'''-    0"ly  he  took  m? 

coi>?So°n"te^^e'„a  i^ r^nS  t^'  ^  .•='--'  <" 
very  much  indeed,  when  J  came  t'n  nnTr"*  '  ""  ''">'^  ^bootine 
that  I  had  not  been  asked  ?" any  Zr^  "^  k'  '"''  '  ^^"  ^lad    ' 
Here  it  is,  taken  from  an  old  nofelboT      ^'^  •^"'ertnimnents. 

*^'^*ctees'•"!'.'"°^"'"^«  not  usedand  given  to   • 
Game  Licence  ... 

Tip  to  Red  \Vai?tcoat"(kecnor) 
Tip  to  Charles  ...  1     /      ... 

Tip  to  man  who  lielpe'dCharVes  to  (i,„l  nlu-n^-Mit" 
Tip  to  man  who  collected  phensani"  behind  me.' 

.  Truly  pheasant  shooting-in  Enehnrt  i.  '^""''   ^^^^~^~° 

rich  I  ^  '"  ^■"e'and  is,  or  was,  a  spoiTTor  the 
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'■onlmi.;il.  rapid  firiua  »  ,,f  h,/.    "'  ?  tieadache  caiis.-d  bv  the 
lepoil  o(  the  uuns     Th.n  «™  ''  '""^  "^  ""s  sore  from  thf 

«"d  „,v  4  Su,  tli!7o.^"iT«rr?^"^' "?"( "»""'«'' 

'l>'.iwing.room.  '       '  ''"  '^«s™n<led  logetlior  to  th«  large 

'•".idle..  Which  thpc  V  „'  so  t  Blow  ov^r  r^"""  "■[,<''■  hundred  ,v;^ 
,  «Hll.s,  the  priceless  nnlique  fu?  itme  ami  T'^i"^  ""l',  f'"""-'"J 
«ho  were  gathered  the?e  To  m  minrt  /h''''  ''^'''"•^"'^d  '"die- 
"ever  will  be  any  artificial  liX  to  em.fl  M  ^"■'v  '"^•""  ''"^  ""d 
Mifflcieiit  qufiHlitv.  The  coZ«„v  wT.  1  '"'  ?'  ""''  ''""dies  in 
down  to  the  dinner -that  3  r-Vwchw**"'  """'"''  ""''>■  «»' 
Lord  Ragnall's  /nture  wife  to  the  ,c  I.  ^'-1"'^','  *"  "•'''oduce 
^v«s  destSicd  to  be  the  leader      •     ""»''''"'"'h<«'d  «h.rpof  she 

^uXi'^d'h^e:  -^  i^'«n«-  "*er;drti:;':s 

mastm- of  the  ceremonies,  annouMedhrweiiK''''';''.''  "''  "  '"'"'  <>' 
toDet.   •■  Ladv  Longden  a    t  fh»  u       "'^''-hrHl  but  penef ratine 

stared,  like  evervl.odVehe     n   f!,  """"l"^^'''  -^""  Hoime<.."    ? 

'■ve^She  wa.  an  an^,>le  u„d     o  mv  mi,";  '"^';'"''>-^l"P  «"ed  my 

person,  ctad  in  ^iaek^ati,^Jp;:'^Ji,^-f...,ooJc4 
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nK^'l^,c!!''„r  t^'!:  ^i::iz::^^::y'^"'\^  ->«.,,,  for  s.„. 

rroportiuns  wore  Vomu  ed  ^1  e«o"'^           'V  '""■  •""• 
resembl.,!  the  croj:;,,',",,!;';. '"'""*'  """"'  '"  "^  ^'"'l ^•"■•I> 

j:^;«-,;';; ''i?Si,,\:;,f  ,,*:*£"-.. ..... 

l.orfl  riiignnll    looking  more  like  s  .nleii,li,l  Van  n.vi    .1 

from  ,he'rie'«.ripJion°''  ■""  ""''  ""'  ="''"'"^-  "•^■'     '  """w  Uta, 
■•  Ve..-  replied  Lord  n„o„,.II  ,0  M,,,  HnIn,os-fo,.  it  .v,.  .he 
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that  mystic  look  come  into  hep  face  ^  '^'""  '  '"'' 

an  occasion  of  thi^i  oort     But  it  «•,,.  of  ?.     '^  '"'J""'^  ''"^''  °" 
_  Africa,"  I  suggested. 

huntivi;;- AHs^;^nL"e  c:r'rVerme'"ieit{.%T  H'^^ 

bU  built  in"  hV^Ue™  nhe'pia magen.  '"'  CI  ^^''^  \°  ""^^ 
who  evidently  had  been  looking  "nt  for  hrrt^^tL^  !'"!?''■ 
conducted  us  to  our  nlnne^    wh.vi,  ,.  ".''"'^'^  ladyship, 

Ragnall,  who  "at  nt  the  l'  rt  nf  ,h^''l  "P?,'^?  '""  "'  I""''> 
I-ongden  on  his  right  Then  the  nMi  '"""''"'  '"''''"  ""''  ''"'v 
pompous  and'ruufeJ'-f  J^\°  "cle"  a.  r^^r".,?'"  '^'^''^■''  « 
was  still  in  fashion  at  such  tea.tVh  .  "l,  1  '^./''''^i':  '»i;,8'-"co 
to^^make  us  truly  thankful  for'^tl'.'e'  '^iJ'^  ^^^t 
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What  I  do  remoXr  i,  ^l^^t",f,^"''''i'"^':'!"'!•■•'  '"  ">'■ 

eye.,  Ihe  fragrance  oth4h^\rllrV,^J  n*^  '  "■'^"'^  heaiiti.'ul 
my  unworfLv  self  To  lell  thp  trnM.  '  """"'"8  "'<Pro»t  in 
th^  winter  grass,-  ns  the  Z.i  us  InfnJ'  £"'  ".^  '"^"  "--e  '" 
over  the  gras,  ,vis  still  bu^i^h?!  "  '''^"'""  *■" 

.^ays^evelX'^.'^Tr  {,"'"•?'"'''"''"  ''^'■'''  «''"W/'  I  heard  her 

do,  seeing  th.-it  metaphoricallvDrjen>ov,u  ,;.''' *°" '?-'' •*"" 
I  nm  at  llie  other."    (Sneeze  )  ^     '  "'  """  I""'^  '">'' 

mutt^er  wifhtg'roLr"'  "'  ''"'  '"'"^'^  "'  ^""-'•."  '  heard  hin, 

Its  strange,  because  you  don't  look  liLn  ,  ■„  '"^Vo""'?;  nnd 
I  detest  Sir  J„niu=  Fortesxie  nnVllL  »  "  7^°^^\'  """ 
between  us."  "^'  '=  "   ''<"id  of  union 

.■  ''  I  never  said  I  detested  him." 

"  No.   but   I  am  sure  vou  an.      Vour  fieo  ,.h,n„   i      ■. 
mentKiiied  iii?  name  "      "  chang;-d  v,h«u  I 
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I  did  not  lot.k  tike  a  betting  mnn."  Ami  I  lold  Iht  ^nm^  of  Hk- 
/lory  of  Vim  Kooji  and  llic  iC2J0. 

"  Ah  I  "  she  siiid,  when  I  hnd  Unishi'd,  "  I  uluiiys  felt  ►uri' 
he  wu*  n  horror.  And  my  mother  wnnlod  mi',  just  because  he 
pretended  to  lie  low  church— but  lluitu  u  uecrpt  " 

Then  I  cotigrolnluted  hir  upon  her  np()r<Mi'ln:ij;  uinrriani', 
wiving  what  ii  joyful  thing  it  wiis  now  niid  npiiii  to  see  ever>- 
thmg  going  in  real,  Imppy,  story-boolt  fai-hiuii :  licauty,  imilo  arid 
(eninle,  united  by  love,  high  lunk,  wivilth,  troop-  of  friends. 
honlth  of  body,  n  lovely  oiid  an  ancient  home  In  a  fctllcd  land 
where  dangerb  do  not  came— at  present— respect  nnd  iittcclion 
of  crowd.s  of  dependents,  the  prospect  of  n  high  and  useful  career 
of  n  sort  whereof  the  door  is  shut  to  most  people,  ever\  thing  in 
short  that  human  beings  who  are  not  nctu.illy  roval  coiilil  desire 
or  deserve.  Indeed  after  niv  second  gla«<  of  cliii'mpogne  I  grew 
quite  eloquent  on  these  and  kindred  points,  being  moved  thereto 
by  memoiies  of  the  misery  that  is  in  the  world  which  formed 
so  great  a  contrast  to  the  lot  of  this  striking  and  brilliant  pair. 

She  listened  to  me  attentively  and  answered  : 

"  Thank  you  for  your  kind  thoughts  and  wishes.  But  docs 
It  not  striku  you,  Mr.  Quatermain,  that  there  is  something  ill- 
omened  In  such  talk?  1  believe  that  it  does;  that  as  you  finished 
spraking  it  occurred  to  you  that  after  all  tiie  future  is  as  much 
veiled  from  all  of  us  as— us  tho  picture  which  hongs  behind  !•-- 
curtain  of  rose-coloured  filk  in  Lord  Ragiinll's  study  is  from 
you." 

"  How  did  you  know  that?  "  1  asked  sliarrdy  in  a  low  voice. 
For  by  the  strangest  of  coincidences,  a.?  f  concluded  my  somewhat 
old-fasli'oiied  little  speech' of  compliments,  this  very  reflection 
had  enlt.-ed  my  mind,  and  with  it  the  memory  of  the  veileil 
picture  which  Mr,  Savage  had  pointed  out  to  me  on  the  previous 
morning, 

"  I  can't  say,  Mr.  Quatermain,  but  I  did  know  it.  Vou  were 
thinking  of  the  picture,  were  you  not?  " 

"  And  if  1  was,"  I  said,  avoiding  a  direct  reply.  "  what  of  it' 
Though  It  IS  hidden  from  everybody  else,  he  hag  onlv  to  draw 
the  curtain  and  see — you." 

"  Supposing  he  should  draw  the  curtain  one  day  and  sec 
nothing,  Mr.  Qnatermnin?  " 

"  Tlien  the  piclurc  would  have  been  stolen,  that  is  all,  and  he 
would  have  to  senicli  for  it  till  he  found  it  again,  wliicli 
doubtless  sooner  or  later  he  would  do." 

"  Yes,  sooner  or  later.  But  where?  Perhaps  vou  have  lost  n 
picture  or  two  in  your  time,  Mr.  Quatermain,  and'are  better  able 
to  fiiiswcr  the  question  than  I  am." 

Thexe  was  n  silence  for  a  few  momenta,  for  this  la'k  of  l(i«t 
pictures  brought  back  memories  which  cliok-d  me. 
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riiMi  ^li.-  Im'Khii  III  ■ipi'Bk  iiitaiit.  low,  (juiiklv,  iiiiil  with 
mppri'ssiMl  |ia!3iuii,  but  ai-tlng  wondnrfuUv  ull"  tli«  while, 
knowing  llial  eyes  wore  on  bn,  her  xeHun-s  find  Ihf  csprKtslon 
»t  hw  facu  were  •iiih  as  luishl  havo  buen  tlioeo  of  nnv  yuunu 
lady  o(  (luhion  wUo  wnb  talking  of  everyday  i\Umti,  'siicli  ii:< 
cIum:inK,  or  flowerii,  or  ii^welj.  She  iiniiled  and  rven  lauglied 
w^casioiially.  She  played  wllh  lli«  gold«u  aalt-cellar  in  front  of 
hor  and,  npsrtting  n  littlu  of  llur  salt,  Ihrpw  it  over  her  left 
shoulder,  uppwiring  to  n-lv  m«  if  I  ucio  a  vlcliin  cf  flint  aiiclwut 
Imbit,  .iiid  so  on. 

llut  all  Ihe  while  she  wu-  lallcing  deeply  of  deep  things,  iue.li 
us  I  should  iiDver  Imve  thouqlil  would  pa*s  her  mind.  This  wa« 
Ihe  substance  of  what  shf  sjiid,  for  1  cannot  set  it  all  down 
verbatim;  after  so  many  years  my  memory  fails  me. 

•  1  am  not  like  other  women.  Somethiug  moves  me  to  tell 
you  80,  EomethiiiH  very  real  and  powerful  which  pushes  me  as 
a  strong  man  might.  It  is  odd,  because  I  have  never  spoken 
to  anyone  else  like  that,  not  to  my  mother  for  instance,  or  even 
lo  Lord  Ragnall.  They  would  neither  tf  them  uadersland 
although  they  would  misni-dcrstand  diflerently.  Mv  mother 
would  lliiuk  I  ought  to  see  a  doctor— and  if  you  kjjew  thai 
doi'torl  lie,"  and  she  nodded  towards  Lord  RagnuU,  •  would 
think  that  my  engagement  had  upset  me,  or  that  I  had  grown 
•  Iher  moiu  roligioiis  than  I  ought  to  be  at  mv  age,  arJ  been 
refleclini;  too  much— well,  on  the  end  of  all  filings.  Krom  a 
child  I  have  understood  that  I  am  n  mystery  set  in  the  midst 
of  muiiy  other  mysteries.  It  all  came  to"  me  suddenly  one  night 
when  1  was  iibout  nine  years  old.  I  seemed  to  see  the  past  and 
the  future,  altlmugli  I  could  grasp  neither.  Such  a  Ions,  long 
past  and  such  un  intiiiite  future.  I  don't  know  whut  I  saw,  and 
still  see  sometimes.  It  comes  in  a  llosh,  ,ind  is  in  a  Bash 
forgotten.  My  mind  cannot  tiold  it.  It  is  too  big  for  my  mind; 
you  might  as  well  try  to  pack  Dr.  Jerireys  there  into  this  wine- 
glass. Only  two  facts  remuiii  written  on  mv  heart.  ITie  flrst 
is  that  there  is  trouble  ahead  of  me,  curious  and  unusual  trouble; 
and  the  second,  that  permaneutiy,  continually.  I,  or  a  part  of 
me,  have  something  lo  do  with  Africa,  a  cu'unlrv  of  which  I 
know  nothing  except  from  a  few  very  dull  books.  Also,  hy  the 
way— this  is  a  new  thought— that  I  have  a  great  deal  to  do  With 
aoii.  That  is  why  I  am  so  interested  in  Africa  .'ind  you.  Tell 
me  about  Africa  and  yourself  now,  while  we  have  the  chance.  " 
And  *•'«  ended  rather  abruptly,  adding  in  a  louder  voice.  "  You 
have  lived  there  all  your  life,  have  >ou  not,  .Mr.  Quatermain.'  " 

"I  inther  think  your  mother  would  be  right— about  the 
doctor,  I  mean,"  I  said. 

"  You.  S(i(/  that,  but  you  don't  beliece  it.  Oh  I  vou  are  very 
hansparent,  Mr.  Qualermain— ol  least,  to  me." 
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fo  table -evTiidnngerous  in  a  sense,  f  began  to  talk  of  the  D™t 
If  .hi  n^."' 4'"""  't«'  '  Mmembered-namrlv,  of  ?L  leRenJ 
?  h„^l  h^»/^  f ""'"  '^"f  ^"^  Suarded  by  a  hu^e  ape,  of  which 
I  had  heard  from  a  « tiite  man  who  was  supposed  to  be  rather 
mad,  who  w«.t  by  the  name  of  Brother  John.  Aho  I  told  he? 
.he  nm^er.'"'"'  '""''*""^  '°  ''■  ■"'  '  '"">  ""»'  n'C  a  specimen  o? 
"  Ohl  show  it  me,"  she  said 

?^-  ?•  r'^''.""""^  '^''""^'^  '0  *'e  "">•  "nher  African  qnests  mon 
which  I  had  set  my  mind.  I  replied  that  there  wore  se3 
For  ms  ance,  I  had  heard  vaguely  through  Brother  7ohn    and 

laiking  of  Aralis,     she  brolce  in    "  I  win  toil  ,■«.. 
.'tory.     Once  wiion  I  was  a  little  g!r.',  eigh  'or'n ine'  Z^rtolZl 
:;irt  '"'*  ''I""'''  'f""  •"""  »*  n»ak°ening  of  Ihich  I  ha?e 
iTedTn  jU7~\  .rVP'''^!"8  '"  Kensington  Gardens    f^>r  we 

nn fcv "'  '?"^'??  *"  '■'"^  '■"""S  ""•»  "ho  she  said  was  h^'. 
cousin,  and  told  me  to  run  about  with  my  hoop  and  not  to 

^^m\J  ^r'"  "i^i'°°P  "'^'•"'^^  "•«  gfo^^  to  .ome  elm  trees 
From  behind  one  of  the  trees  came  out  two  tall  men  dr"  «edTn 

•  I'""  r^'^  """  .'"'•'«'"'•  «"'°  looked  to  mo  Hk"  scr  ptiirM 
characters  m  a  picture-book.  One  was  an  elderlv  mo,/  wTth 
nashmg,  black  eyes,  hooked  nose,  and  a  long  g?ey  be" d      Tie 

?hev  w'^rp"^' n  ^°""«"'-  *""  }  -^o  "°f  retaember^iim  ^0  wel^ 
lilL  r  ''^  "^  '"''^''■"  '"  '^o'o'"''  •'"t  otherwise  almost  Hke 
white  men;  not  negroes  by  any  means.  Mv  hoop  hit  the  el Hp^ 
man  and  I  stood  still,  not  knowing  whatMr°i^,|[p  bowed 
C  /.?"']  ?'*!?  "  "P'.''"'  "'1  °ot  offer  to  return  t  to  me 
They  talked  together  rapidly,  and  one  of  them  point  id  to  ThP 
moon-shaped  huthmork  which  you  see  I  have  upon  niv  neck 
for  1  was  hot  weather,  and  I  was  wearing  a  low-cut  fojcl.  n 
was  because  of  this  mark  that  my  father  named  me  Lima  Thi 
elder  of  the  two  said  in  broken  English  .•  ^''^ 

\'  lia!  is  your  name,  pretty  little  girf?  ' 
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I  lold  him  it  was  Luna  Holmes.  Then  h  'rew  from  his 
robe  a  hox  made  of  scented  wood,  and.  oper  r  g  it  t ;,.nk  ^,•.^  some 
swe«tmeat  which  loolced  ns  if  it  had  Loen  trr.'on  ii..J  c-  e  uie 
a  piece  that,  being  very  fond  of  sweets.  »  pn:  into  n.y  oiouth 
.'Next  lie  bowled  the  hoop  along  the  gronii ,  iat-i  the  sh  .dow  of 
the  trees— It  was  evening  time  and  beginning  to  Kic  ■  dark- 
saying,  '  Run,  catch  it,  little  girl !  ' 

"1  began  to  run,  but  something  in  the  taste  of  that  sweet 
caused  me  to  drop  it  from  my  lips.  Then  all  grew  mistv,  and 
the  next  thing  I  remember  was  finding  mvself  in  the  arms  of 
the  younger  Eastern,  with  the  nurse  and  her  'cousin,'  a 
stalwart  person  like  a  soldier,  standing  in  front  of  u« 
'  Little    girl   go    ill,'    snid    the    elder    Arab.     '  Wc    seek 

policeman. 

r  ['  '  ^?u  ^''?P  '*"''  ?•?'"•'  flowered  the  '  coujin,'  donhling  his 
Osts.  Then  I  grew  famt  again,  and  when  I  came  to  myself  the 
two  white-robed  men  had  gone.  All  the  way  home  my  governe=< 
scolded  me  for  accepting  sweets  from  strangers,  saving  that  if 
my  parents  came  to  know  of  it,  I  should  be  whipped'and  sent  to 
bed.  Of  course,  1  begged  her  not  to  tell  them,  and  at  la'^t  '^h.> 
consented,  llo-you  know,  I  think  you  are  the  first  to  whom  T 
have  ever  mentioned  the  matter,  of  whicli  I  am  sure  the  govcrne^'s 
never  breathed  a  word,  though  after  that,  whenever  we  walked 
in  the  g^irdens,  her  '  cousin  '  always  came  to  look  after  us  In 
the  end  J  think  she  married  him." 

*'  You  believe  the  sweet  was  drugged?  "  I  asked. 
_    She  nodded.    "  There  was  something  verv  strange  in  it     It 
was  a  night  or  two  after  I  had  tasted  it  that  Thad  what  ju<t  now 
1  called  my  awaki^ning,  and  began  to  think  about  Africa  " 
Have  you  ever  seen  these  men  again.  Miss  Holmes'  " 
No,  never. 
At  this  moment  I  heard  Lady  Longden  sav,  in  a  severe  voice 
My  dear  Luna,   I  am  sorry  to  inlerru|it  your  absorbing 
conversation,  but  we  are  all  waiting  for  vou  " 

So  they  were,  for  to  my  horror  I  sa'w  that  everyone  was 
standing  up  except  ourselves. 

Miss  Holmes  departed  in  a  hurry,  while  Scroopo  whimpered  in 
my  ear  with  a  snigger :  t  i  ■  ■ 

u''^  ^v!'-*"^n  i^^'°^  ''""y  ""  '*"  "'»f  "ith  liis  young  ladv 
his  lordship  will  be  growing  jealous  of  \ou  " 

,  "  Don'l  bo  a  fool,"  I  said  sharply.  But  Hiere  was  something 
in  his  remark  for  as  Lord  Ragnall  passed  on  his  wav  to  the 
other  end  of  the  table,  he  said  in  a  low  voice  and  with  "rather  a 
forced  smile:  ■urnt-i  u 

Well,  Ouatermain,  I  hope  your  dinner  has  not  hoen  as  dull 
as  mine,  although  your  appetite  seemed  so  poor  " 
Then  1  rcllectod  thai  I  could  not  remember' having  eaten  a 
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thing  tiiice  the  lirst  cnlrie.  So  overcome  whs  I  that,  reieotiug 
all  Scroope's  attempts  at  conversation,  I  sat  silent,  drinking  port 
and  lillni^  up  with  dates,  until  not  long  afterwards  we  went  into 
the  drawing-room,  where  I  sat  down  as  far  from  Miss  Holnifs 
as  possible,  and  looked  at  a  book  of  views  of  Jerusalem. 

While  I  was  thus  engaged,  Lord  Ragnall,  pitviiig  my  lonelv 
condition,  or  being  instigated  thereto  bv  Miss  Jlolmes,!  know- 
not  which,  came  up  and  began  to  chat  with  me  about  African 
big-game  shooting.  Also  he  asked  me  what  was  my  permanent 
address  in  that  country.  I  told  him  Durban,  and  in  mv  tnrn 
asked  why  he  wante<l  to  knoW: 

"  Because  Miss  Holmes  seems  quite  crazy  about  the  place,  aud 
I  expect  I  shall  be  dragged  out  there  one  day,"  he  replied,  ouilc 
gloomily.  '         ^ 

It  was  a  prophetic  remark. 

At  thi,5  mcrment  our  conversation  was  interrupted  by  Lady 
Longden,  who  came  to  bid  her  future  son-in-law  good  night 
She  said  thot  she  must  go  to  bed,  and  put  her  feet  in  mustard 
and  water  as  her  cold  was  so  bad,  which  left  me  wondering 
whether  she  meant  to  carry  out  this  operation  in  the  bed  I 
recommended  her  to  take  quinine,  a  suggestion  she  acknow- 
ledged rather  inconsequently  by  remarkini,'  in  somewhat  icy 
tones  that  s,ie  supposed  I  sat  up  to  all  hours  of  the  night  in 
Afnca.  I  replied  that  frequently  I  did,  waiting  tor  the  sun  to 
rise  next  day,  for  that  member  of  the  British  aristocracy  irritated 
me. 

Thus  wo  parted,  and  I  never  saw  her  again.  She  died  many 
years  ago,  poor  soul,  and  I  suppose  is  now  freezing  her  former 
ucquamtanoes  in  th^-  Shades,  for  I  cannot  imagine  that  slic  ever 
had  a  friend.  They  talk"  a  great  deal  about  the  influences  of 
heredity  nowadays,  but  I  don't  believe  very  much  in  them 
"ly  ,'•  ,yy^°'  ''"  instance,  could  conceive  that  persons  so 
utterly  different  in  every  way  as  Ladv  Longden  and  her 
daughter,  Miss  Hohncs,  could  be  mother  and  child?  Our  bodie> 
110  doubt,  we  do  inherit  from  our  ancestors,  but  not  our 
individualities.    These  come  from  far  away. 

A  good  many  of  the  guests  went  at  the  same  time,  Iiavina 
long  distances  to  drive  on  that  cold  frostv  night,  although  it 
iwas  only  just  ten  o'clock.  For  as  was  usual  at  that  period  even 
m  fashionable  house=.  we  had  dined  at  seven. 
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AniR  Lord  Uagnfilt  had  ?pen  his  guests  to  the  door  in  tlie  old- 
lasliionod  nmniKT,  ho  returned  and  aslicd  me  if  I  played  cards 
OP  wliether  I  pre/erred  music.  I  was  assuring  hira  that!  hated 
I  he  sight  of  a  card  v.  lien  Mr.  Savage  appeared  in  his  silent  way 
and  respi'ctfuily  inquired  of  his  lordship  whether  anv  gentleman 
was  staying  in  the  house  wliose  Christian  name  was' He  re-come- 
a-zanj).  Lord  Ragnall  looked  at  him  with  a  starching  eve  n« 
though  he  suspected-  him  of  heing  drunk,  and  then  asked  what 
he  meant  by  such  a  ridiculous  question, 

'I  mean,  my  lord,"  replied  Mr.  Savage  with  a  touch  of  offence 
in  his  tone,  '  that  two  foreign  individuals  in  white  cluthes  have 
Rrrived  at  the  castle,  stating  that  they  wi^h  to  speak  at  once  with 
a  Mi:  Here-conie.-a-zaiuj  who  is  slaying  here.  1  told  them  to  gci 
away  as  the  buOer  siiid  he  could  make'nothing  of  their  talk,  biit 
they  only  sat  down  in  the  snow  and  said  they  would  wait  for 
Hfie-conte-a-zany." 

"  Then  you  had  better  B'lt  them  in  the  old  guardroom  lock 
them  up  with  something  to  eat,  and  send  the  stuhle-hov  for  the 
policeman,  who  is  a  zany  if  over  anvbodv  wa«.  I  expect  they 
are  after  the  pheasants.  '  :        ' 

"  Stop  a  hit,"  I  said,  for  an  idea  had  occurred  lo  me  "  Tlie 
message  may  be  meant  for  me,  though  I  can't  conceive  who  ~ent 
it.  My  natve  name  is  Macumnzana,  which  I'ossiblv  Mr.  Savage 
has  not  cau;ht  nuitc  correctly.     Shall  I  go  to' see  these  men.^  ' 

"  I  v\ould.  't  do  that  in  thi<  cold.  Quatermain."  Lord  Ragnall 
answered.     "  Did  they  say  what  they  are.  Savage.''  " 

"I  made  out  that  they  were  conjurers,  nnlord.  At  least 
when  I  told  them  to  go  away  one  of  them  said.  '  Von  will  go 
first,  gentleman.'  Tiien,  my  lord.  I  heard  a  hissing  sound  in 
my  coat-tail  pocket  and  putting  my  hand  hito  it,  I  found  a  large 
snake  which  dropped  on  the  ground  and  vanished.  It  quite 
paralysed  me,  my  lord,  and  while  I  stood  there  wondering 
whether  I  was  bitteii.  a  mouse  jumped  nut  of  the  kitchenmald's 
hair  She  had  been  langhing  al  their  dressi,  inv  lord,  but  hoii- 
she's  screaming  in  hysterics.  ' 
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marre,:';^';„%P7h«f  ,^'e  .^ilf  f  ""  r-""'^'^  ">ese  unholy 
m-timed  inerrime.  t  A  tractort  hi  „f  T''^V^''=  '"^"'  burst  imo 
Miss  Manners,  ,vith  whom  f.e  «^s  tnliin^'"'''',  ^''"  "<"•»"'" 
01  er  guests  npproached  and  VskPdwh'^ut ".',;''  '°'""  °'  '"e 
,,  Savnge  here  declares  t  i«t  th.^.  .^'"'  ""^  matter, 
kitcl^en  ,,r.mi.es,  Xhave  been  nrm/;?  ■'''"  '"T'"''  '"  «»" 
pocket  and  mice  from  tie  Lir^f  P".'"*  '""'^''^  out  of  his 
want^  (o  see  Mr.  Sml  "'lo  d  R;,fn'al  ''L'''"'*'.  «"<"  -h« 
Conjurers  I     Oh     /In    i„v„„      ''".8""'' answered. 

M^.  Holmes;  whUe' Jtt  Mann  ";™„d'",'h ''"'^i;*'"'''   '^^'^'"'"■''d 
«^«;n.  a  htt,e  tired  ol  Pro..s"eu;=„:'l!Xs:'.?oT'eS,'oV^ 

^ere".^i?,llSrr'',^?;fg'?^:r ■„;;,ho"||;  we  •>»-  --^h  nuce 
two  friends  that  Mr  tlere-comp  ^-„      ■        ■'^^-  «"  ""<'  ♦'^1'  your 

jl-in^roo..  „.d  .^^^^'^^;;:^^^s:^^^t  ^^■^i'^t 

{;i^S«/?^t:;r:w'i^-h^to  execution,  for  hv' 
had  gone  we  set  to  work  and  cleared  /snl'"^^?'    '^^'•>^n  '"'e 
{He  rooju,  .n  front  of  which  we^al^nleS  'li^^.VlL'^i^^^^! 

win:ira';\»-r jreirs;;s''v  '"'^-"'  •■  -^ 

them  do  in  Kashmir. "  mango-tree,  as  I  remember  seeing 

ll.™l.4ut!''wllking',nt°h  fX'Ibr"   *'^.S"vage   appeared 

Mr.  Ifare-root  and  Mr.  Mare-roof  •"  f„.  , 
Hare-root  and  Mare-mnti  "t        ;  .¥  nnnounced. 
■'flarflt  and  Merflt   I  e°nect  "  iT-."  'rf?"  ''^-"'""^• 
.somewhere  that  they  we^e'prva  Ll!ci»„    '  ',1"'"^  '  »«'^-<=  '««« 
conjurei's  have  taken  "    (Since  th™^h'  r^°^'  "'"""^  "'ese 
are  mentioned  in  the  Koran Ts  mi.?     have  di-ioovered  that  Ihev 
^  A  moment  later  t wo  men  fo  1^^^^  k-  "*.'"'  '^'^'^'^  Art.)       ^ 
The   nr.<t   was   a   tall,   EasterMoiin'f  ni'"'"^!'  t.he  doirway. 
countenance,  a  long   white  hi,.,!       .  *  person   with   a   grave 
hawk-like  eyes.    The  =econd^»=    t^'?'^"^  "o^«.  and  ,laswSI 
njuch  young'er.      He  haS^V'u'al "Sn^?  ""^"  ^">"'^  ^o 
blf k  e.yes,  and  was  clean-s^,^n'    l^J^  ''"'^'  "'"''"•  beady- 
colour;  iiKced  I  have  seen  rKi,^  v^>    "ere  verv  light  in 

•here  was  about  their  ihX'Zl  ."c"/-"  "^"^^  OaVlre?;  anS 

Instantly  I  remembere    the  st^rv  .hT«-  "''  «' Power. 
Z.'y""r  "'"'  looked  at  her  cLmiV^t'?  ""'.T^  '""'  '"'I 
'""-d  T..0  pale  and  was  .reuXgT.itl^r^?  do^nof  k^,^ 
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that  anyone  else  noliced  this,  however,*as  all  were  starUiB  at  the 
strangers.  Moreover  she  recovered  herself  in  a  moment  and 
calehing  my  eye,  laid  her  fmger  on  her  lips  in  tolcen  ot  silence' 
The  nien  were  clothed  in  fliiclc  fur-lined  cloaks,  whicii  they 
took  off  and,  folding  them  neatly,  laid  upon  the  floor,  standini 
revealed  ni  rohes  of  a  heautlful  wliiteness  and  in  laroe  plain 
tnrbans,  also  wliite.  ' 

•'High-class  Somali  Arabs,"  thought  I  to  myself,  noting  the 
while  that  as  they  arranged  the  robes  they  were  taking  in  every 
one  of  lis  with  their  quick  eyes  One  of  them  shut  the  door 
leaving  Savage  on  this  side  of  it  as  thong!,  they  meni't  liim  to 
he  present.  Then  they  walked  tow.-u'ds  us,  each  of  them 
carrying  an  ornamental  basket  made  apparently  of  split  reeds, 
that  contained  doubtless  their  conjuring  outfit  and  probably  the 
snake  which  Savage  had  found  in  his  pocket.  To  my  surprise 
they  camp  straight  to  me.  and,  having  set  down  the  baskets, 
lilted  their  liands  above  their  heads,  as  a  person  about  to  dive 
migh'.  do,  and  bowed  till  the  points  of  tlicir  fingers  touched  the 
llooi'.  .'Vext  they  spoke,  not  in  Arabic  as  f  had  expected  that 
they  would,  but  in  Bantu,  which  of  course  I  understood  perfectly 

"  I,  Harflt,  head  priest  and  doctor  of  the  White  Kendah  People 
greet  you,  0  Macumazana,"  said  the  nlder  man. 

"I,  Marm,.a  priest  and  do:tor  of  the  People  of  the  White 
Kendah,    greet   you    0   W^icher   by   Night,    whom   we   have 
travelled  tar  to  find,     said  the  younger  man.     Then  together 
r>oJ  .  bofli  greet  yoB,  0  Lord,  who  seem  small  but  are  great 
0  Chief  with  a  troubled  past  and  with  a  mighty  future,  0  Beloved 
of  J..araccna  who  has  '  gone  down  '  but  still  speaks  from  beneath 
-tlameena  who  was  and  is  of  our  company." 

At  thi.s  point  it  was  my  turn  to  shiver  and  become  pale  a« 
any  may  guess  who  may  have  chanced  to  read  the  history  of 
-Mameeiia,  and  the  turn  ot  Miss  Holme?  to  watch  me  with 
animated  mterest. 

".0  Slayer  of  evil  men  and  beasts  I  "  they  went  on,  in  their 
rich-voiced,  monotonous  chant,  "  whe,  as  our  magic  tells  us 
are  destined  to  deliver  our  land  from  the  terrible  scourge  we 
greet  you,  we  bow  before  you,  we  acknowledge  you  a«  our 'lord 
and  brother,  to  whom  we  vow  safety  among  -s  and  in  the  ilcoert 
to  whom  we  promise  a  great  reward."  ' 

Again  they  bowed,  once,  twice,  thrice;  then  stood  silent  before 
me  with  folded  arms.  .      ' 

"  What  on  earth  are  they  saying?  "  asked  Scroope.     "  I  could  . 
catch  a  (ew  words  "—he  knew  a  little  kitchen  Zulu—"  hnt  not 
much." 

I  told  liira  brieily  while  the  others  hstenei!. 
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fused,  though  ivnllv  there  wft«^nnL      "'  f'".'  '  «''^"'  ^u- 
than  you,  ladv      Mnmeena  Iovp  thn'   '^u-'T  T^"  beautiful 

f^^i::ztt£?^  r  ? "- sh^=x 

^tojy  0,  ho^fZ  S  iTh  Jr?.r^^,neS  ■''^"  '""  '"^"> 

rapt,  o-iJ  in  a  kind  .rimlx  i  L  ="{5°'""'  "'at  I  can  hut  call 
».id-le„  hur"l  nV"  igl'ri,  *  '0'^'^^,  iri|.f  ":?=  ''^"".n  only  by  .. 
Iiira  with  mv  fierSfrown  ThJ  Vu  """"f^'  '  '"voured 
villain  IWOt:  and  bWabmired  hJ^t  n'"/  "('""'"at  venerable 

chL^  ';;'  Tasked  h^  who"  h'/n""""'',?  '^'''^  «"  "^^^'^^  -'v 
how  he  came  to  know  anvminLsboUrM"  "*'•  '  ''^''^''  "i^ 
told  him  that  sooS  or  lafe  ioX  hJ''"'™'"''?u"''  ""'■"'>'  ' 
|*used  exhausfel  "^  ""^  ^'■*"  *"•>  ''im,  and 

pa."l.riol'ri'l'^.T„e"'h'i^"  ^,1  IT  l"'^^^  ^'"'^  «'  "^^' 
without  moving  a  n.3e  andTn  Engli;;"'"  '  "'"  '*'^"^'  ''^fi^" 

v.iza?d&ju'flike"«li  eTira'c'titr,."'  T""  '^'l  «-«" 
n.e  know  Mai^eena  and  she  ?ell  me  storv  Snf '■  ?*""  ■°'""" 
loxe,  and  say  she  ;alt  for  vou  always  ■^^^w'"''  >""  T"'^'' 

oS^'  ^"^f^'j^  j"ir  v^r  ^"^tf  ^^- =/:s 

lady  out  of  so  many""  business,  for  what  one  long-ago 

i  J"^^;;;i!^i^!'^Sr  it.'tir  i:-^;"^""  ■■■■'  j-'  '^  - 

you  shall  see  Mameena  if  ,  ou 'li  1 ''Vromo  h3  I"  "  t'*'  «"" 
do  my  people  a  service  for  «(,,Vh  vn,.  ?  .1''^™  '?  "^"^  y""  to 
VVe  the  ^Lue  Kendnh.T.e  People  of  t  !n 'rh-.\ '"'''  ''^"^ 
with  the  Black  Kendall  our  subiVrK,  whi  ^^'''^■.  '"^  "»  *'"■ 
Black  Kendah  have  nn  ovi"  4  ri  for  T  .  °"«"™ber  us.  The 
the  beginning  ba.  dwelt  in  the^T^^  ^.e^lhlnr i^nl'll  ThT U^ 
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H  l)i'ii,-:t  timt  iimi.'  ciiii  kill,  liiil  whiili  kills  mnnv  iinil  bowiti'hen 
more.  Wliili!  Ili.il  ilppliiint,  which  i^  nnincfl  '.liiiin,  livps  we 
the  PP()pIp  of  th(>  OhilJ,  go  in  terror,  for  il.iv  bv  (\a\  it  (lcftro\  -^ 
113.  Uc  hiive  iPiirned— flow  it  does  not  nmtler— Ihiit  voii  aloiiH 
iiin  kill  Ihnt  elopliaiit,  H  you  \vi'!  come  ,mil  kill  it!  we  will 
show  you  the  phice  where  iill  the  elefih:ints  iin  to  die,  niid  vou 
simll  take  their  ivory,  many  wagon-loiids,  mid  prow  riili.  Soon 
you  are  going  on  a  journey  that  has  to  do  with  a  flower  and 
you  will  visit  |)eoi)les  named  the  Ma/.itu  and  the  I'ongo  who  livi- 
on  an  i-land  in  a  lake.  Far  beyond  the  Pongo  and  across  the 
desert  dwell  my  people,  the  Kendall,  in  ii  seeret  land.  When 
you  wi^h  tn  visit  us,  as  yon  will  do,  journev  to  the  north  of 
Ihat  lake  where  the  Pongo  dwell,  ami  slnv  there  on  the  edge 
ol  the  desert  shooting  till  we  come.  iNow  inork  me  if  vmi  « ill 
hnt  do  not  forget,  for  those  things  shall  befall  in  (heir  season 
thougli  that  time  he  faT.  If  we  meet  no  more  for  a  while  still 
do  not  forget.  When  you  have  need  of  gold  or  of  Ihe  ivorv  thai 
IS  gold,  then  journey  to  the  north  of  the  lake  where  the  Pongo 
dwell,  and  calj  on  the  names  of  Hori«  and  .\farrtj." 

"  .And  call  on  the  names  of  Harrtt  and  .MariU."  repeated  the 
younger  men,  who  hitherto  appeared  to  take  no  interest  in  our 
talk. 

.^'ext,  before  I  could  answer,  before  I  could  ttiink  the  thing 
nut  indeed,  for  all  this  breath  from  savage  and  mystiial  .\fri.;i 
blow  ing  on  me  suddenly  here  iii  an  Essex  drawing-room,  seemed 
to  overwhelm  me,  the  ineffable  llarrtt  )>roe.eeded  in  his  Knglish 
conjurer's  patter: 

"  Rich  ladles  and  gentlemen  want  see  trick  hv  poor  old  wizard 
from  centre  Africa.  Well,  we  show  them,  but  please;  'membei' 
no  magic,  all  quite  simple  trick.  Teach  it  von  if  vou  pav. 
Please  not  look  too  har»l,  no  wunt  you  learn  how  it  done.  What 
yotj  like  see?  Tree  grow  out  of'nothing,  eh?  Good!  Please 
lend  me  that  plrile_what  you  call  him— china." 

Then  the  performance  began.  The  tree  grew  admirably  upon 
the  china  plate  under  the  cover  of  an  antimacassar.  A  number 
of  bits  of  stick  danced  together  on  the  said  plate,  apparently 
without  being  touched.  At  a  whistle  from  Marilt  a  second  snake 
crawled  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  horrified  Mr.  Savage,  who  stood 
observing  these  proceedings  at  a  respectful  distance,  erected 
itself  on  its  tail  ujion  the  plate  and  took  fire  till  it  was  consumed 
to  ashes,  and  so  forth. 

The  show  >vas  very  good,  but  to  tell  the  truth  T  did  not  Like 
much  notice  of  it.  for  I  had  seen  similar  things  before  and  was 
engaged  in  thonghls  excited  hy  what  Harilt  had  said  to  me.  At 
length  Ihe  pair  paused  amidst  the  clapping  of  the  audience  ami 
ManH  tiegan  to  pack  up  the  properties  as  though  all  were  done 
llien  Harijt  observed  eauuallv : 
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Brother  Marflt  go  see  •■  '"   """'    "'"'    K''n"''™n? 

keep  rat  i„  hair;  huTgvTsmul.^v.^!  'I'  'V'''"'?'  ^^■^"'  ''^ 
this  poor  biisinMs'  Now  vnlri  -.''''"'  '''''■  ""'  "=  '  sav, 
Mameena,  ch?  "  ■'°"  ''""^  '"  ^'=<=  some  belter,   clij 

•       •'•  Mp'nJ,^  7''',""'  "''"'''^'  "'•"^"l  "veryoiie  Inuxhed 

.    tiephant  Jnua  we  want  vou  kill    pIiJ     iV,  i       k    i    ,     ,. 
minute,"  ^      "'"'  ^"-     ■'"*l  "s  he  look  this 

it  me,''-"  '  "'''^'  "  '"^  "'"'•■''  "'""d,  only  how  uill  you  show 

"  you  got,  and  as  I  nlmoT»?J      ?  i   i  >°"  "l?^"  «'«-  "s  I  tliml, 

Miss  Holmes,     ■'  .SomeUn'es  t  ,ev'  /h?/,  ®'"'     ?"''  "<*  "'""t'-"J  «» 
eometimes  they  thinKT[;''o;L  tTu'L'.'.'J^e''"'''"  ""■''  ^^^'  ""' 

on  X'^\„'.fv-'  zi7C&"d"r';^'r:  r'T "-" 

districts  of  Africa  "'^mseivcs   arunk  throughout  great 

.),  thick  reed,  and  began  To  DlavonT„^"M'""  ,"'"'"  ""'  <•'' 
uiusie,  the  sound  of  which  .cemert  I  .rr""  "'«'  ""''""''Holy 
Rtnn<linfc.  on  a  great  IieiLht  oOp  ,  ^i  '"n'  "'^  backbone  as 
broke  into  a  low-  song  wLreo,  I  "nlrt  nni  '■''.''""■^  '°°  "^'•^t 
that  rose  and  fell  with  the  music  of  tie  flu  ,""  x'^'^i"'  "  ''°"^- 
match,  which  seemed  incon^u'  in  the  midst  of  fn?""""'' ? 
magical  ceremonv,  and  takins  a  nin/h  „f  fi,  1  I  "'  ""^  >'™'- 
dropped  it  among  the  rest  A  naThln^  '''  f"''^'^™'  '"  "  ""d 
howl  and  with  it  a  very  sweet  irtn^r  nT""'^-,""""'"  """'"  «>« 
tuheru.es  gardeners  grow  in  hot-hm,"        hut  T'"''  ^^"l"'  '"e 

••  Now  you  breathe  smoke,  M,cuSnn'T»' -I'^rr^'"?- 
u..  whnl  you  see,     Ohl  „o  fear,Tt"not\ur,^  Tou.'    C^  1^ 
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,  ■•  No,"  said  HarOt  brusquely,  "  you  no  eood  " 

room  but  . ravelling  with  in™,ll?eivfble        '  i,?  ""'«"  '"  "•"' 

it  noat,d  the  full  moon.    On  the  onsl'rn     ?e  nMh?'/'.''  '""' '" 
great  opcu  space  where  nothing  seeS  to  ctI^^^^^         "T  '? 

hanging  to  their  bones,  through  whchth'plr  vVi     S^y.'wsses 

a  cemetery  of  elephants  the  nlarewhir  tl  "as  looking  on 

to  die,  as  I  have  since  been  tnW  Th/     ^"."  *'"'■'''  '''•''"'s  «''"* 

there  swayinc  to  anrl  fn.      ti.o„    ,,•,,,.•;  ™"  "'"■     "  stood 
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but  the  olhrr  wn*  ilcffrnicil niiil  hrdVnpi  <>(/  -hi'il .  Ms  siflrs  « f>rr 
Morred  MS  thoiiidi  with  llghtiin!  «M(I  it-  mes  r^lioii.'  rr-M  mil 
wickedly.  Held- in  its  truiil<  wuh  thr  lioily  of  a  woni^m  «lics>' 
hair  hung  clown  npoii  ono  side  nnd  whixr  fen  Imnit  do«ii  upon 
thfi  oIliiT.  Cliisppd  ill  hiT  iirms  W(i=  n  ctiild  thnt  ■■I'Pnn'  1  to  1"' 
flill  living. 

Tlie  iogiie,  n»  a  linite  ot  tliis  «ort  is  rnlli-d,  for  ividtiilh  -mli 
it  WHS,  dii«|)|ir'd  the  corpso  to  the  proiiiid  and  stood  a  uliili'. 
napping  its  frii'S.  Then  it  Ml  for  ami  pi(  ki'il  up  iIih  child  \>it!i 
its  trunk,  Hwnng  it  to  and  fro  and  flimllv  tossed  it  liixh  into 
the  air,  hnrlin;;  it  far  away.  After  this  it  walk^'il  to  the  cicjdinnt 
that  I  had  just  seen  die,  and  charged  the  carcass,  knocking  it 
over.  Then  having  lifted  its  trunk  as  thoiiRli  to  trumpet  in 
triumph,  it  shainhled  oft  townrds  the  forest  and  vanisliml. 

■nieeurtaiii  of  mist  fell  again  and  in  it.  dliiilv,  I  Ihoiisht  J  saw 
—well,  never  mind  who  or  what  I  saw.     Tlicii  I  awnkc 

"  Well,  did  yon  see  anything.'  "  askej  a  chorus  of  voices. 

1  told  them  what  I  had  seen,    ..•ving  out  the  last  part. 

"  I  eay,  old  fellow,"  said  Sc-oo|  •  "  yon  uiiist  li.ive  heen  prcttv 
elevei'  to  get  all  that  in,  (or  your  eyes  weren't  shut  for  more 
than  ten  seconds.".  ,  * 

"Then  I  wonder  what  you  would  say  if  1  repeated  cvei\. 
thing,"  I  answered,  (or  1  still  felt  dreamy  and  not  (piit  mvself. 

"You  see  elephant  J«n:i*  "  asked  HarVil.  "He  kill  woman 
and  child,  -h?  Well,  he  do  that  every  iiislit.  Well,  that  why 
people  of  White  Keiidah  waul  you  kill  him  and  take  nil  that 
ivory  which  they  no  dare  touch  because  it  in  holv  place  and 
Black  Kendah  no  let  them.  So  he  live  still.  That  what  we  wish 
know.  Thank  you  much,  Macmnazana.  You  verj  good  look- 
(hrough-distaiice  man.  Just  what  I  think.  Kendah  liacco 
smoke  work  very  well  in  you.  Now,  heaiitifiil  ladv,"  he  addeil 
turning  to  Miss  Holmes,  "von  like  look  too?*'ReUer  Took. 
Who  know  what  yon  see?  " 

Miss  Holmes  hesitated  a  moment,  studying  mi  with  an 
inquiring  eye.  But  I  made,  no  sign,  lieing  intrnth  verv  cnrioin 
to  hear  ;icr  experiences. 

"  Yes."  she  said. 

"I  should  prefer.  Luna,  that  you  left  Ihis  business  alone," 
remarked  Lord  Ragimll  uneasily.  "  J  think  it  is  time  that  vou 
Indies  went  to  bed." 

'Here  is  a  match,"  said  .Miss  Holmes  to  IlariU  who  was 
engaged  in  putting  mor.  tobacco  into  the  1.0\vl,(he  suspicion 
of  a  smile  upon  his  jirave  and  statuesque  countenance.  Harflt 
received  the  match  w  itli  a  low  how  and  fired  flio  stuff  as  before. 
Then  he  handed  the  howl,  from  which  once  again  the  blue  smoke 
curled  upwards,  to  Miss  Hohneg  and  gentlv  and  gr8ce^^ny  let 
the  nntimncassar  fall  over  it  and  her  bend,  which  it  draped  as  a 
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«eddiDg  veil  might  do.     A  f,>v   s.xon.ls  hhr  .,h«  threw  <.«  the 

on  .Tu,r"«''  "i"' T'  ""''"'«'■  in  "I'i'l'  tl'e  lirB  whs  now  out, 
on  to  (li<-  floor  Tlii^ti  she  stood  up  with  wid»  eyes.  loolcinJ 
womlro„s    lovely    «,.|,    notwithstanding    her   l,uk' of    heTglu" 

"I  have  been  in  another  world."  she  suid  hi  »  low  voice  u« 
hoUBh  she  spoke  to  the  .dr.  "  I  hntc  travelled  a  girat  wav  I 
found  invseir  ,n  a  f^mall  place  umde  of  ^.totie.  /(  was  dark  in  the 
P  ace  the  D,e  n  that  bowl  lit  it  up.  There  wa,  not  ,«  There 
e.3i  '  '»»>J'«"  ^'^'•"'-  of  a  naked  l«h.v  whirl,  seemed  to  he 
rarved  in  yellow  wo.),  and  a  rhair  made  of  ebonv  inlaid  with 

ihrivorv  .■hid''  *.f  ■'"■"'?■.  '  •""'"'  '"  '■•""•  "'''h^^l'ltue'o, 

lis  neek  and  set  them  upon  mine.  Ihen  it  pointed  to  the  chair 
ind  1  ?at  down  in  the  chair.     Jliat  «a.^  nil  " 

llnrrtt  followed  her  words  with  an  interest  that  I  could  <ee  w«^ 
.nlea»e  a  though  he  all-mpted  to  hide  it.  The.  ^e  sM  me 
to  trandale  them,  whicli  I  did. 

.\8  their  full  senec  came  home  to  him.  although  his  fac" 
nmained  impassive,  I  saw  his  dark  eyes  shiue  with  the  Icht 
seemedT  mein.''"'''  '  ^'""^  """  "'"^""^  '"  "■"'>'  '^"'^^C 

WlHyn"kr.'?7T''c'^',"'''  "'''■■''^'^  *¥  Guardian.  The  S),irit  <,f  the 
While  hendah  flnds  a  voice  again  " 

iJhZ  ."h  "^'1!'*''  ',"Y»'"n''>r''y.  hut  "ill!  the  utmost  reverence 
holh  of  th.m  bowed  deeply  towards  Mi««  Holmes 
A  babel  of  conversation  broke  out. 

•  What  a  ridiculous  dream,"  1  heard  Lord  Ragiiall  sav  in  a 
exed  voice.        An  ivory  child  that  seemed  to  come  to  1  fe  and 
to  give  you  a  ne.:klace.     Whoever  heard  ,uch  nonsense  "' 

Whoever   heard   such   notisense.J  "   repeated    Miss    Holme*. 

after  hiiu,  as. though  in  polite  acquiescence    b  rspe^  king  as  aa 

automaton  might  speak.  '  *       '"'* 

,  '■  'f  >■•."  ii'terrupted  Scroope,  addressing  .Miss  Manners,  "  this 

I,  9  drawiiig-room  entertainment  and  a  half,  isn't  it    dear'   " 

1  doii  f  know,     answered  Miss  Manners  doubtfully    ■■  it  is 
rather    00  queer  for  my  taste.     Tricks  are  all  very    veil    but 

'^■..".■"''V"''  '"  '""S"'  "'"'  ^■'*'»"'  '  K"-'  frightened   ' 
Well,    I  suppose   the  show   is   over,"   said   Lord   Ragnall 

vvbHinX'thcnT""'     ""'  '"""'   "^""'P.^'""'  ™"jurer   frSs 

Here  Hnrnt^  who  had  understood,  paused  from  packing  up  hi, 
properties  and  answered,  ^~'"b  "p  »■» 

•'  Nothiiig,  0  great  Lord,  nothing.     It  is  we  owe  you  much 
I  ere  we  learn   what   we  want  know  long  time      I  mran    f    ' 
elephant  J«„a  still  kill  people  of  Kendah.     Kendah   Cr  no 
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sprnk  to  us.  Only  .prnk  to  new  spirit.  V,.ii  m  emit  uiti 
lady  n.id  yo.i  too,  M«.-u.n,iMna.  V„„  not  l<r'moko  m,  .i 
Kc,|d«  .  IMCTO  nnJ  look  into  p„st,  ,h?    l.otlcr  Zl  I    Vorv 7« 

Make  you  t.ndi.rslui,d  lot  wtw.t  ho,.„,  „.i,i  i„.,,„y.  "y,f,    "'^J  ' 

night,  0  .,..,j,i,ui  My.''  Gordi,i:;;i"«'M„";  „i^;  .H^™ 

Z     ■'""',".;:'"■">""  '■<"»"  kill  rieplmii-  J.uitt.     Ul7;«  nB  0    the 

dop^hri;;«yT:i^:;»^i-;?',- ^'iii^; -''^''' '-"«-..  .o  t^. 
!?e?s%.nrv'^?;'^x  ft'ts^ir;*;  *■'«'-■- ''■"'^^'"■'■^^^^^^ 

J  What  goes  nil  this  mean,  0  uipt.  of  Atri.a^  "  I  a.kpd 
«.ii»,  .^""    ''.'  question  yoursHf  when  you  sUud  hre  to  /«c« 
viilh  the  great  elephant  Jaun  that  has  in  it  aTcv  I  so  Ht    n 
Macumaiana, "  rep  led  HarOt      ■  y,w   luten      u'»  .,    t'^    , 

Ti^'Tz'  "v°"«"  'i''"'«' t^oJ  fthose  whrj^:iV«re 

It  to  us,  and  we  have  won  those  tidines  that  h  all  Up  .rf 
worshippers  of  the  Heavenly  Child  thn^s^rr  w  1  m,,h^Hnd^ 
t^,V^"T'  ^"'  "'. '"'"  ••"'  ^^hild  has  larked  a  to  Rue      Ve 

Seek   to   know   no   more,"  eejiimi    MnpAt     "  i.h„   „i.     ■ 

;  f  5;^  "HtF^"^'  •^^nlzis-t::!^  •:.  irt^ik  ,o  .he 

ffreat  city  and  thence  we  find  our  way  to  Africa   where   ve  sh    I 

hrh?d"f™iT  t''*"  "''"^•^-p^"'' «»  '"'"^^^^^^^^ 

u..?,l    '^"^  ''■'"'  "■'"•shipped  the  Child  of  Heaven'    Go  i^ 
Ma:umazana,  ere  you  take  harm  in  Ihi.  horrihle  cold   „„d  take 
with  yon  this  as  a  marr  aee  cift  from  the  riiilrl  ,.J  Uo„;.„„     i 
.he  met  to-uight,  to  the  ta*ntifuTTai?^?,^„'^ed^'  tl'^he" 'iZ' 
of^^^e  young  moon  who  is  about  to  marry  L  great  lord  she 

-?'*".u''t.""'"^'  *  .'""•=  linen-wrapped  parcel  into  mv  hnnrt 

and  w,th  his  eomnanion  vanished  into  the  dnrkne's      ^       "" 

iretirned  to  the  drawing-ro8m  where  Ihe  others  were  snii 

Ser^  '*'"■"■''"''   '"''f—^"    "«    "-iwo    native 
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.he  ^n;::rfn,j:'^K„;!;^^;;;!n/':!tiii;?' '-  "^  now 

owu  (ii'Mcnis  ••  V.  nu  nirsni,      Mike  fo  o|ica  mv 

stitrhes  wore  c,.t      vi'm.i,,7inL'r    ''''''  >'*','"^"'"  ""''    "'« 

S^nt^"i^^J::;:n,.'l:--  -;;::!  ^f  ™1«h.  r 
fcr;- rt'i[r ;t;rt^f  5;:  -^^ -.  t""^ 
i"  n;^'stf!!'?s'i^;^'„x.r:;ii^,f^"  '^"^^  '^-""  ^«-  - 

The,,  whh  much  dHiberation  .he  ciaspod  it  round  her  throat. 


CHAPTER  V 
THE  PLOT 

Hs  it  happened,  """  ^''tigmcnt.    I  narrate  it 

That  mght  I  did  ,iut  5,j(,gp  ,  ,, 
hecaiise  ol  the  excitement  ol-thp  "ri.  i  .'  "">  ''"ve  been 
myself  in  competition  'wth-,.on,fr;,  f''"^  '"  V"'"''  '  f""""! 
who.  hud  defrauded  mT/  he  'nasth, "'''"'"  '  ."J^.^'ik^d  and 
physical  .train  in  cold  and  heavy  w^eattler  o/i,  T^"i^  "l  "^ 
that  my  imagination  was  stirred  hv  .hf '  ■  '  "J^^  '""^^  '>een 
puir.  Hurdt  and  Marflt  anparentl^ii  L  '''.™',°'  """'  ^'"nge 
thousand  miles  away  from /n7DllewhrpH''  "'  ""Jl^^"'  '^^en 
auKht  of  an  insignificant  indi-vfdua?  w?th  n""**"  ?",'"'''«  '""'*" 
Or  It  may  have  been  that  tt  r-fctiires  whift^'K-"  '"'?'  "•«?"»«■ 

"SlliHll^n^lf^^Jr  ^f  £S?  ^  ?^^V- -^- '^^ 

^/S-i-te  SS?I^-^'^-ed 

appeared  before  my  iyesTnd  hers^for  I  ^  "  .'''.'^  ?''<"'''•  ^ave 
beginning  I  had  no  doubt  Zfthevuel^f  ""  ""*'  '""°  '*"« 
me  and  filled  me  with  m.ito  „  » '  ,  ^  V"^  same  men),  moved 
lliings  together  may  bartended  to  ^f"""'"?;  «'  ^U  these 
any  r^te  the  is.ue  wL  that  I  coufd  ',°ot  «  eeT""""'  """^-  ""' 
|isp,!rLrc&o^'J,^'1^^,-^|  -irritated  way 

mid  MarOt  were  a  co  pie  S"  omnir  Arl'"  """  *'''^''^  "<"•<»' 
seen  performing  at  the  AWcarnorH  Tl,  J'"''  '"'^  "^  '  ^^ 
and  I  concluded  that  the  elenhants  LJ  "  "  .1"arter  struck 
he  smoke  undoubtedly  exN?ed  a  ,d  h?,""-'  ''.'""'  '  ''''""''  '" 
thousands  of  pounds'  wnrfh  o  horvhe'f ',"";"'!  *°  ''°"'"'  'hose 
another  quarter  I  concluded  hnf'  thl"» '  '  "^'^^  '^''•^"  ««er 
eeme,ery-a.thou.h  by  -tbf  tan;",:;'/  S  %oa^ 
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nl^^M    «•"■'  '""'  mentioncJ  such  a  tiling  to  m^-but  that 
r»„H  i,-^  "i"^  ""I?  '""«•  "8  he  had  also  mentioned,  called  the 
•     ^  w^",?'  '"'"'  »'o;sMl'red  a  bahy,  or  inther  its  effigv. 

nf  wifL"?*'  "  ,'•*''  "'i^^/  ofcuired  to  me,  the  old  EgyplianR, 
of  whom  I  was  always  fond  of  reading  when  I  sot  n  chance  also 

SeiTn  ",  ',''•'"'•  "Tt-  'he.S-'viom..    And^ha?  chUd  had  a 
mother  called  his  symbolised  in  the  crescent  moon,  the  creat 

ih'onf»  ,f'"''''.'  '""  ■^'"■"'^  "'  "'y^l^'ios  to  whoJe  cult  ten 
.,n»S  T'V'  "ere  «worn-do  not  Hero.Iotus  and  others, 
especially  Apiileius,  tell  us  all  about  licr?  And  l)v  a  .nieer 
her"hrtT  *''^=  ""'"'"had  llin,  mark  of  a  crescent  moon  upon 
wrv  X  .h  A'"' ^'"•".shc  was  ,1  child  those  two  men,  or  others 
ThL^po'^,?'  ''^'' I'»'"t«''  "»t  that  mark  to  each  other.  And 
J»n^?.  *■'"'  ."If^  ''"""?  '"'•'^  «'  't  'hat  night.  And  in  her 
h?Z;!:ic'n^'H  '''■'^,  ^'1?  "'J^veiily  Child,*  alias  Horns,  or 
the  double  of  Horus,  the  Ka,  I  think  the  Egyptians  called  it  had 
awOtened  at  the  sight  of  her  .ind  kissed  her  and  given  her  the 

I^en't  ?I  It^'^.'^T,'  '"'"r*-"  ""=  ■•«'*•  ^^'"at  did  it  mean!: 
(ill  1«„  ?i  ^y  . '  '"^J  wondering  what  on  earth  it  couM  mean, 
till  presently  that  confonnded  clock  woke  me  up  again  and  I 
must  go  through  the  whole  business  once  more 
h^l  „?^'■f'v'\'^"  was  towards  daxvn,  I  became  aware  that  all 
hope  of  rest  had  vanished  from  me  utterly;  that  I  was  mo"t 

fo 'the  efte'cMh^'t'  """  7u^''  ''  """'■'  "P^""'''^  "y  a  curious  fear 
«n  ,-vi  1  ^^  1  »  ■  '"■"^thing  was  going  to  happen  to  .Miss  Holmes. 
So  V  vid  did  this  fear  become  that  at  length  I  arose,  lit  a  candle 
and  dressed  myselfT  As  it  happened  I  Ifnew  where  Miss  Holmes 
Mept.  Her  room,  which  I  had  seen  her  enter,  was  on  the  same 
corridor  as  mine  though  at  the  other  end  of  it  near  the  head  of 
a  stair  that  ran  I  knew  not  whither.  In  mv  portmanteau  that 
had  been  sent  over  from  Miss  Manners'  hou^e,  amongn  other 
things  was  a  small  double-barrelled  pistol  which  from  long  liahit 
I  always  earned  with  me  loaded,  except  for  the  caps  that  were 
in  a  little  leather  case  with  some  spare  ammunition  attached  to 
the  pistol  belt.  I  took  it  out,  capped  It  and  llirnst  it  Info  my 
Iiockef.  Tlien  I  slipped  from  the  room  and  stood  behind  a  tail 
clock  in  the  corridor  watching  Miss  Holmes's  door  and  renccting 
w  hat  a  fool  I  should  look  if  anyone  chanced  lo  find  mc        "' 

Half  an  hour  or  so  later  by  the  light  of  the  setting  moon 
which  struggled  through  a  window,  I  saw  the  door  op'eu  and 
Miss  Holmes  emerge  wrapped  in  a  kind  of  dressing-gown  and 
stil  Nvearing  the  necklace  which  Ifartit  and  Manlt  had  given  her 
Of  this  I  was  sure  for  the  light  gleamed  upon  the  red  stones    ' 

Also  It  shone  upon  her  face  and  showed  mc  without  donbt  lliat 
she  was  walking  in  her  sleep. 

Gliding  silently  as  a  ghost  she  crossed  the  corridor  ,md 
\anished.     I  foUowed  and   saw  that   she   Imd   -Iccended  an 
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^^i'^^"^:^"^,^  I 'i'J-^  -tol  in  the  ca,..e  wall. 
my  way  carefully  in  the  d^,.  rj!  '«e' making  no  noise,  feeling 
to  strike  a  match.  flcn«,l  h  mfr"!'  "'"/t"''-.'  for  I  did  not  darf 
umblinp  with  boits  Sa  doo''X\"r''''-''^  °'  ^"^ 
there  was  some  light  WliU  I  ™  u^J'^^'^  °"  '"*  *i'"ges  and 
f'Slil  of  the  figure  of  MisrAni  J  S^f'?'"'  ""^  Joor-way  I  cauX 
that  was  laid^Z  in  the  bottom  f"  '."«  ""'^^^  "  "o"""'  garden 
been  drained.    Thi    glrdeS  as^hirt^^h  """.'  """«  which  had 

hT*''  'i  °"  ""=  P'«viou°'day  on  our  "7'''.  ''!l"'  ^^  """^^d 
that  He  shot,  was  bordered  h v  „  . i  """^^"^X  to  the  first  covert 

paths  that  led  to  the  back  dWveo  'the  c.','?;  ""■°"«''  ''^^'^'^^ 
Across  the  carden  ulMo^  .h    n^*""  <=astle. 

it  went  I,  crSin/a,'^^^'^^  ««*>•«  "'  '^"^^  ""'"'es  and  after 

thongh  I  were  ilnltin^  2-     '""*'  ^ov*""  hebind  everv  hn«h  „! 

e„le,ld  ll^rshrubS  rv"Vo'v^i„nnVh^^''''^''  '"""dlwa'  ^Sr 
^he  went  she  seemed  to  g°ther!p"ed  lil-'n"™  f"'"'^  •">*■  '»■•',« 
down  a  hill.  It  was  arthouch  !w,. ,  '  ""  ^^°-"'  "''i'^h  is  rolled 
her,  for  I  felt  sure  she  was  bein^  rtri!r"'J"'S'"  ^^  attracting 
more  strongly  upon  he?  Soini-  Im  "^"■''>'  something,  acted 
tor  a  while  I  los^t  sight  o  h?r  fn  toe  'L'i"  '^'T  "^"^^  to  " 
Then  suddeiify  Isaw  her  -itmin  .t  i?  ^'"'''ow  of  the  tall  trees 
caused  by  the  blowing  5„Xin'tt"ln"l5  ''?"'^  ^""  "'  >>"  opSg 
elms  that  bordered  the  bade  dr  ve    1?,  ?  n'  ""V'  "«'  ^^enue  o? 

..as/;?  a  ra,7'riS'  -»•,-  ■«. ».. 

^tanding  upon  the  *ive.    Al  o  I  he,??!'?  °'  "  '''''^^d  carrifgl 

in  th^  r;'"!-  '*'"""'  «h<=  edge  of  the  littl '°7'h  "f^P  "P°°  'he 
in  the  dark  shadow,  as  I  went  ro^l iVf^  I  ^^'"^'*  '  ran,  keepinij 
pocket.  Then  suddenly  I  darted  out^nl  P;^"'j.'i>»t  ^vas  in  mv 
and  Marat  .niTJ  Miss  Holmes  ^"^  ''""'^  ''^'"'een  HarOt 

-^^J^<S'^J^:i^,,l^'f^t^^^  Ml  three  of  u, 
knowing  that  if  we  did  s™ here  lonMh  .""  ''"=^'"8  ^vonan  " 
after  motioning  to  me  to  stand  a°wl  nf "  *''"'''*'"'  *'''"^-  Onlv 
and  Marilt  drew  from  their  rX..  "^^'''e.  of  course  in  vain  Harrtf 
mul  bowed,  for  eve"  n'^their  rX:''' '";!-^"''^'-'°°''ing  S 
I  bowed  back  and  when  I  strargfiod  mv-'^»  T  ^"''"^'  'he«' 
Enstenis  found  that  I  was  cover  n!"?h  ^^  '"  "'"^^  enterprising 
pistol  Then  with  that  percentrn*^  wh"  k'?""''  "'  "«''««  with  mf 
outfit  of  the  great,  they  sw  that  ?he  »im„"  P°"'  °^  'he  men^I 
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named  W«tcher-bAiglU  '  '''         ""'  """  ''""  ""•'■  »o  «''» 

nolliing,  ],„t  I  lis  ened  nritil  I  i.„  ?  '""'  '''"',''  ''"''  '  ™"''<  see 
throwing  herself  upon  the  bpJ  11^"  '?""''  "'  "'  "  P""-^"" 
Then  kn'owing    haTshe  was  safe  ?rtr  It.'",*'  7.""'  '''''"''^'s- 

confide.ilial  servant,  Mr  Savaee  wh^n  hfl;  \'"'J'  Ragnall's 
room  on  (he  previous  niBmwhirhTn^T"""^''.''  ""«  '»  ""y 
perhaps  hecaule  hewished  to  t«ll-  nv■Ji„'"'"'^?  P°'"'  "'  ''««» 

that  had  found  their  wav  into  llnocketfr^^  °'  ""'  '""'''^ 
in  it  whicli  he  said  rane  on.'  L^h;,  'f '  ''"^  f}'"'''"  ™e  a  bell 
"  emergency  bell  ■•  I  remarked  i^v  .1,  ?"'/  "«  .'^''""'  "  an 
should  =l>ave  any  occasion  for  it-  use        '  "  '™'  '-»P™'"''''e  I 

ar;'  foir wJJo'V't'hai'  t^  Jl'd  ^."r"-  ''™P'>f -"y-    "  There 
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1  considered  thut  hell  l,ut  was  loiilh  Id  ring  it  for  tUo  reaaojia 
I  have  ^iven,  Then  I  went  outside  the  room  Hiid  looked  Tl 
had  hoped  might  be  the  case,  there  ran  the  wi"  on  the  face  of 

Z::fr:z'r^'^  "^  "'"«•"  ^^  "*"-  ^-'^^^^ 

\nl  ^'•''  ''V°''''  "'"'  ("""^^ed  that  xvire.     It  was  not  an  easy 
&L  fr**  "T?''  'n'i"'/  '*  "-"inded  me  of  the  slorv  of  the  old 
Creek  licro  who  found  hU  way  through  a  labyrinlh  bv  n.eana 
a  silken  thread,    I  forget  whether  it  were  a  bull  or  a  ladv  hi 

Z'afHX"':'  ^"*  Y""  T-"  "'"^  P««''vera.ice  he  found  one  or 
the  other,  or  it  may  have  been  both. 

Down  staiivasea  and  various  passages  I  went  with  niv  evo 
glued  rpon  the  wire   whieh  oecasiooally  got  mixea  ip  with  other 

w  fh  ;  ".",  "•'  ''Pf''  ".  ""^  "^  ""■°"8''  »  ''''"S  door  covered 
with  red  bai/e  into  what  appeared  to  be  a  modern  annexe  ?o 
the  cattle  Here  at  last  it  terminated  on  the  spring  of  an 
m'ra'clrVain'd'oo""''  '"='=''-"-'""^''  "ell  that  honglSdL'.elv 

s»vli'''^  a""'  '•  I''  °*ed,  hoping  that  it  might  be  that  of  Mr- 
Savage  and  prayn.'  earnestly  that  it  did  not  enclose  the  chaste 
resting-place  of  i'l.  cook  or  any  other  female.  Too  late  i  mean 
iJJer!  had  kn,x;ked,  it  occurred  to  m.,-  that  if  b^m.'p.S 
would  be  painful  to  a  degree.  However  in  thirpartTcular 
Fortune  stood  my  friend.  whi.A  does  not  alway  happen  to  the 
virtuous  For  presently  I  heard  a  voice  which  I  recognised  as 
th^t  of  Mr.  Savage,  asking,  not  without  a  certain  quaver  fn  iN 

"  tVho  the  devil  is  that?  " 
"  Me,"  I  replied,  being  flustered 

"  '  Me  •  won't  do."  said  the  voice.    '  Me  •  might  be  Harum 
oiMt  m.gh»be  Scar^mi,  or  it  might  be  someone  worse     Wh?s 

hole'"''"'  Q"a'''''™«'i.  you  itl'ot,"  I  whisiiered  tt.'ough  the  key- 

"AnnawhoP     Well,  never  mind.    Go  away  Hanna     I'lli.ii 
to  you  in  the  ijiorning."  ^'  """""•     '  "  '""- 

Then   I  kicked   the   door,   and  at   leneth,    very   cauliouslv 
Mr.  Savage  opened  it.  .  ■    "'""ouiiv, 

"  Good  heavens,  sir,"  he  said.  "  what  are  you  doing  here  sirJ 
Dressed  too,  at  tlus  hour,  and  wilh  the  handle  of  a  pislol  sticking 
out  of  your  pocket_or  is  it_tlie  head  of  a  snake?  "  a ud  >•" 
'ITS^'^J'^^'  "  ""■""'^'^  "'"'  stately.Bgure  in  a  long  while  night 
sh  rt  which  apparently  he  wore  over  his  undBrelothinr 

1  entered  the  room  and  shut  the  door,  whereon  he  nolitelv 
Imiided  me  a  chRir,  remarking,  "^■•^uu  iie  pomeiy 

•  Is  it  ghosts,  sir,  nr  are  ySu  ill,  or  is  it  Harum  and  Searum 
of  whom  I  have  been  thinking  all  night?    Very  wld  tw,  ,"; 
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lieing  nfrai*  to  pull  u|i  the  hedcliithe*  for  twu-  lej-t  thers  mitht 
be  more  r.plile^  '" ''^'^'n- ".  "<■  PO'n'i'J  '"  I'i-  drcs-cont  hnnginR 
on  the  liack  or  anotticr  chair  with  both  the  pockots  turned  hi'idn 
out,  ndding  IragiCTlly,  ■■  To  think,  sir,  thnt  this  naw  coat  haj- 
been  a  ne«t  of  snakes,  which  I  have  hated  liko  poison  from  a 
child,  and  me  almosfc  u  teetotaller  I  " 

11  ?if^''    '.i:",'''  ''"P<i''''""y,  •■  if,.  Harum  and  Scarum  as  yoti 
call  thein.    Take  me  to  Lord  Ragnull's  bedroom  at  oiut  " 

Ahl  sir,  burgling,  I  -uprose,  or  mayhap  worse,"  lie 
exclaimed  as  he  threw  on  some  miscellaneous  gnrment«  and 
seized  a    ife-preserver  which  hung  upon  a  hook      "  Now  In- 

Z'^Mf^l/,}  ■"T'l  "'7  ''''":  ''■"  Iheir  snakes  behind.  I  never 
could  bear  the  sight  of  a  snake,  and  they  seem  to  kno«  it— the 
brutes. 

In  due  course  we  reached  Lord  Rngnall's  room    wliich  Mr 
Savage  entered,  and  in  answer  to  a  stifled  ininiirv  cxilairaVd 
■Mr.  Allan  Quatormiun  to  see  vou.  my  lord  " 

"  What  is  it,  Quatermnin.»  "  he  a.sked,  sitting  ui.  in  bed  and 
,va»ning.        Have  you  had  a  nightmare?  "  . 
Jl  ^f'.'J  /'?s*«'"f''.  ""il  Savage  having  left  us  and  shut  tlM> 
door,  I  told  him  everything  as  it  is  w  ritten  down 
•.  u  /^l  lieavens!  "  he  exclaimed  when  I  had  finished       ■  If 

It  had  not  been  for  you  and  your  intuition  and  cojirape ' 

Nev^er  ramd  me  ■  I  interrupted.  "  Tiie  question  is  -what 
shoul.J  be  done  now?  Are  you  going  to  tr>-  I o  arrest  these  men 
or  V  111  you—hold  your  tongue  and  mereh  cnuse  them  to  be 
watched  .■' 

"  Really  I  don't  know.    Even  il  we  can  catch  Ihem  Ihe  whole 
story  would  sound  so  strange  in  a  law-court,  and  all  sort"  of 
lings  might  be  suggested." 

"  Yes    Lord  Ragnall,  it  would  sound  so  strange  that  I  beg 
vou  will  come  at  once  to  see  the  evidences  of  what  1  tell  vou 

wUh'lnn'"  7J"T  '^"iterates  them   bringing  nimlher  witkes^ 
wito  )ou.    Lady  Longden,  perhaps. 

I  u  ''«''.>;  .I'Onfien-  Why  one  misht  as  well  nrilc  to  The  Times 
1  have  It!  Tliere's  Savage.  He  I's  faithful  and  can  be  silent'' 
fee  havage  was  called  in  and,  while  Lord  It.U'nall  dressed  him 
self  imrriedly,  told  the  online  of  the  story  in^der  pain  of  insist 
disinissal  if  he  breathed  a  word.  Really  to  watch  his  face  was  as 
good_as  a  play.    So  astonished  was  he  that  all  he  could  eiac2la?e 

snak?s''fo""!;,"hl^g*''''  ^""'"''  ^'*'"'  "'^>'  "■"''  '"-^■V  «-»" 
Then  having  made  sure  Ihsl  Mis?  Holmes  was  still  in  her  room 
U^U,XT  •"« '^^'"""S  s'^i'  ">"'  through  the  side  doo  wa^! 
ocking  the  door  af  erus.  By  now  the  dawn  was  breaking  and 
there  wa«  enough  light  to  enable  me  In  cert,-,ln  pl,.resTv1,"re  the 
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Holmes  wore,  n„d  otmT^Su^o.it.Ttlu''^^-"'  "]'''=''  Miss, 

In  tlic  plantation  IhinRs  h'S-p  «fii   t-  '"""^'ng  «fter. 

the  movements  of  the   oS  of  us  co    rt  hr.""'  '"J  ''r/y  <>«*''"  "' 

tUe  back  drive  was  the  sooor  of  ^h„  ^^  ^'''^'"^-    Moreover,  on 

the  wheels  of  the  carra«  that  h«Hhn    ''""''s  »■«!  the  marks  of 

of  the  .bductioa.    "iso  bv  elft  .rn'T^^^^ 

to  prove  my  theorv  we  found  aCel  w '""'.'?'  ""=  '"^O'^d 

that  ap,.<,,red  to  hive  fallen  out  of  theL^^-''""'   "  """^^  ''■"^n 

MarOt  made  their  hurr  ed  escSue  L  nnrT.",*"  '^'^"  "«■•«'  and 

over  it.     It  contained   an  S'e?^  °".   "'  ""  ^.r'"*"'  "»«  8one 

mtouded,  I  suppose  to  hfl  i.w   1  1-     °™'""   ^ress  and  veil 

thencefo;wardTouId  have  appealed  tfhp'lg  "''-1  ""l"""'  ^^^o 
.      of  one  of  the  abductors         "PP^^'^'^a  to  he  the  wife  or  daughter 

wi?h"a'«;elf  Cl'.^^efntt'k^irLt'^  ''S  "«S^  <""y  '°  ""P  '« 
th^h^e^  L^ «r  Jr?„r/S!"""  -  °-  -turn  to 

story"  «Lmt"r"ta^rt  ?n  theS."":i'  '',  S'  '"'^  P«''  <"  ^e 
covered  that  the  EasTerns^had  driven  ,n''L°'.*''*^''J^^  *''°  *". 
«'  h%™7"ge  which  conveyed   hem  va^°o,t""'  T^"''', ""  ''"="     ' 
embarked  upon  n  steamer  calleH  VL  i   .  ;        \    ^^>''  ''o«ever, 
native  women,  who  probah  v  h^d  d"'"'"''''' 'fP'^'her  v-ifh  two 

Mis,  Holmes,  and  saileTthat  verv  afternnn^nT''^''  "J  '"'"'  »"''' 
of  coutfe,  it  was  useless  to  foIlL" t?r„  "  '?u  ''S'P*-  Tliither. 
It  had  been  advisable  to  do  so  "'  '"  ""'•'=  ^ay^,  even  if 

4'nrX"*,r^^g?rrrther'r*""]J".^°V"  "•  "-"-' 
an^<l  took  some  o.^orU^T^lXt ,o'X ^  'l^^^ 

'^lr:SS^:S'^^,^iy^:^l.n^,^r..  although  she 
a^^she  was  sureVat  n^^^^:!^  ^^P^^  ^^cU. 

«o.  feeling  e,ual  t^'tlle  !So^^/^?^^r^iS;^^[^ 


THE    PLOT 


61 


covered  my  retreat  with  Zf.,«P  I,!l    ^°"  ''.'i''  ^""^^^  «"''  'h^n 

came  to  my  aid  with  a  slnrtl  m,  V  l^**       .  'i  '""'•  ^<"'''  Ragnall 
purport,  an'd  thuTth«?  S  p?4ed   """  "'  '^'"'^''  '  '"''S"''  ""» 

as  il  chanced,  I  had  a  f™  mkil^?  "Jefrted     Before  I  «ent, 

pocket  to  his.  Lord  Ramall  n.ke,l  m.^  ''.^'  P"'*  '''""'  "^- 
myA,rica„addro«ses,'^vShf„l?1„tis'';;^^^^^^ 

ye;u-S«d^"„f,refday«'lf  .^^u'^^iV^V  ''^''  ^""7"  >''"  '- 
I  should  like  to  know  a  Jeat  rt™i  n,.""'''  J"^  '  ""'  ^''''  ">'■>* 
destined  to  do  so,  pooj  feIlo7  thonlh  „ 'h "'  ''?"■  ^"^  ««= 
at  the  time.)  "  If  ever  vou  ,AmA  »/p  "T"'7  °'  "^  K"''''^d  » 
wm  make  this  hous"eTour°Ke^rq:,arters'5'>''"''  '«*'"  '  """P"  y" 

you  till  iZ'XuZl'A'l'':^  ^-r^''"^"'  •  "o- 

your  hend-qHartors.  You  °W11  /et  ^  h^w  ""=  ?"''*  "*  ""''l'"" 
something  to  eat,  but  litt"e  morf  "  "   '''''"""«  "»'''•=  ^nJ 

stanc'^s"  ait  ^u^m?  \^t^^  ^^  Ouatermain.  Clrcum- 
»o  tell  you  the  truth  there  fs  a  Jre/f  h,J?\'"  .""L'  '""""«'•>'■  s«" 

has  the  lurk  to  b^com  an  F,X  ^00"°^'^:^  y'?'"'^  '«dy  who 
s  it?  Still  I  am  not  so  s,u-c  bu  that  mL  f .''"  t'"=.,';''^'=t'^Ms, 
travelling  some  dav;  nIthouBh  I  am  «nL^L.  "?'""="  '^"'  *-'*'"'  '<> 
to  stay  at  home.""    '""""Sn  1  am  sure  that  she  would  do  better 

lie  looked  at  me  curiously,  then  asked 
busin'°s:,t  youf'^  ""''•■'  '^  ''"^»'''"«  ^-".v  serious  in  all' this 

.vo'u  «.rdotTtot'ep"'a'^l;;'d;4  T^""^^'  " --pMhat 
those  E«ste,„s  tried  to7o  las"  ni-ht  „?d  ,T,"\^'''^-  '*^'">t 
Ihcv  m.iv  try  ascin  snon    a,  ,         1         "•  '  funk,  venrs  aso 

patient  and -.l.Si  ,ed  men' win,  mn';h  "'•^Y''"'"*')-  «'>ey  fre 
curous  coincidence  that  "he  should  lave  M.^''  t^'°  "  '^  « 
wh,ch  appeals  so  strongly  .0  Me°s    . 'C^  t'^Xm^'^d '?o' 
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be  hrU-l.  ell,,  U  in  some  wuys  diriwciit  fmni  i.ir,.t  voune  woiubu 
As  jhe  snid  to  me  lici-ielf  Iiw»  nii,hi    i„.  i   i,  ■      ,P     ""'"' 

«liillnT  we  go."  Inliiiite  whenoo  we  came  and 

r  siirposM  I  Rpoke  somewhnt  ..  leninlv,  for  li,.  .„id 

Then  we  parted.' 
remartd*"''    ""'""''    '"'    ™"^^''""i»"    »'-    slu.rter.     Sl„. 

"«»  » «,« ,UT.i:;i,",r.".„';i;,;  ,:sr..'"  ""*  "-■ 


niAPTKR    VI 

TIIK   HO.NA    I'lIlK   (iOLII  MIM-l 

Fully  two  years  had  gone  by  siacti  1  bmle  (iirpwoli  t,i  i«.j 
aagna  1  a..d  Miss  Holmes,  and  \vl,e..  tl.'  oumin  dmw"  up  aS 
behold  me  .sealed  on  tUe  stoep  of  mv  little  iVoIeut  Du?ba  ■ 
plun«ed  ,M  rellectio..  and  ver.v  -.d  ilideed.  Why  I  wa.  sad  I 
will  explain  presently.  '  '*'^  ' 

In  that  inlei  val  .,(tinie  I  had  heard  on.e  or  tNyiee  about  Lord 
Rap'ail.  Thua  I  received  frou.  Soroope  a  letter  telHnrofhk 
tardship'H  marriage  *yith  Miss  Holmes^hich  it  appeared  had 
been  a  very  fine  affair  indeed,  quite  one  of    he  ev^t'oi  the 

^.".ZTT-  ^" "  J'^"'"'-^  '""=""^''  »he  ceremony,  u  duke 
\vas  the  best  man.  and  the  presents  according  to  all  uccomiu 
were  superb  a.>d  of  great  yalue,  including  a  priceless  peari  neck 
lace,  giyen  by  the  bridegroom  to  the  bdde  A  ci  ting  from  a 
society  paper  which  Seroope  enclosed  dwelt  at  le.  g  h  upon  the 
splendul  appearance  of  the  bridegroom  and  the  swee  loveltoess 
of. the  bude.    .Vlso  it  described  hir  dress  in  language  whLhwn^ 

nin    "'The^r-H^'"''""^"''  'T''''-  i"terestfd  Le  in  eSsSy 
„„i  ^  . "  'T?^  o.*asioned  some  comment  by  wearinv  onlv 

nave  not  seen  the  light  for  many  years,  are  known  to  be  some 
of  the  finest  ni  the  country.  It  was  a  necklace  of  v'hat  appeared 
to  be  large  but  rather  roughly  polished  rubies,  to  which 'hung  a 
small  enigy  of  an  Egyptian  god  also  fashioned  from,  rubv  I? 
must.be  added  that  although  of  an  unusual  nal,  re  on  s.ich  an 
S°on"rit"hlev^.''/"='  Jark  beauty  well.     Lady  Ha'mll" 

'I^w   '^I*^;  '"''  ^.'^'  *^™''  ""^  '"irlJaric  marriag..  cUt  of  Ilarrtt 

I  vyoudored.     The  thing  was  so  strange  as  to  be  almost  micanny 

The  second  piece  of  information  ,Mncernin=  Ihi^pair  reaS 

me  ttirough  the  medium  of  an  old  Times  neNUpaper  which  I 

received  over  a  year  later      It  w.=  to  the  effect  tZ  a    on  a„. 
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'1  wor'dolng"wr.'r  '"'"'''^«"«"  ""1  "x"  both  mother  nnd 
^So^.hor.',  .h«  .n.i  to  a  very  curiou,  little  story,  tbongl.,  ,  ,. 

of'a«,"l„'comU'r:i.tU'^i;^  Men  me.    First 

nrcJHd  whid.  l.e  dXd  ,0  aXj^, '"  TZ^'  o'  the  wonderful 
written  of  that  iournev  and  o..i  «vL  ""r"'""     '  ''«^«  "•'endv 
need  therefore  lllude^o  "t  no  morlhl''''"''  nJventnro.,,  and 
during  the  course  of  i    1   va,  ,orelv  ^^T',  Tf'  '"  '"^  '"at 
territory  north  of  the   ake  in  Xif.'h?  ii'''  '°  '™^«'  '<>  the 
•lul  I  desire  to  see  whether  LIA    ulrVT^^Z  ''r"     «""* 
truth  appear  to  condurt  me  to  the    anH  Ji  "^  ".\"*'  ^°"'<'  •" 
elephant  which  was  snpposcd  to  be  aniL  if ."  ""'  """derful 
w«9  wailing  to  be  killed  by  mvriHeZi'^  ^^'  ,""  "^^  -'P''" 
'mpulse,  08  Indeed  our  cirn°m«?,Lpi„Mu7"'7'  '  '''^'^>^^  the 
we  returned  safely  to  Du^r  ami  h^r.  f  ^  "'"  '" ''°-    '"  ""^  enJ 
that  never  again  wonid  Irf.k  mv  I?fn  1'  """■?  "•  ""«  conclusion 
Owing  to  circumstances  wh"f,    %av/If  ?'."  "P'''«"»"»- 
was  now  in  possession  of  n  con« Lli- .hi      "''"ta'led  elscwhera  I 
determined  to  lay  out  in  such  «     If "i""  "'  ''"^'  ""^  'h'' 
.nJependent  of  hunting  and  trading  in  ,. »"    -f,  '°  "'"''^  »" 
Africa.    As  usual  when  money  is  ffrfh.„™-  '"''''"  ""^Sions  of 
soon  presented  itself  in  the"  Imoe  of  n^^T'"*'  anoPPO't unity 
discovered  on  the  borders  of  zSlu?nn/l  "'i".l'''5'<^''  '""^  been 
ever  found  "in  those   districtV     A   i.>w   t''^"''  "■■''  '"at  was 
brought  it  to  my  notice  and  offered  mil  lu'''i  ""'"«''   ■''"=''•' 
pu  up  thecapital  necessary  lo  work  the  mine     f""",  "  '•  «'»'"'' 
of  inspection  and  convinced  myself  that  U  «?..  •'  T'^^  "  ^°'"""«y 
ful  proposition.    I  need  not  enter  inML!,'  '1"'^''  "  "'""•I"- 
the  truth,  have  I  any  desire  to  L»i?    ".I"'""  "°'"'  to  tell 
Fiiuful  to  me,   further  than  to  snvlh/r.hf'  f"^^''^  '"  '''"' 
friends  of  his  panned  ont  visible  Boi,l  hJJLl^''  '^''^  ""^  "»">« 
revealed  to  me  the  magn  licent  ™!r i.  ™i?7  '"^  ^P^  ""^  then 
demonstrated,  it  had  been  waXd  ^n  7hl 'k""  "'"'='••  "'  '"ev 
world.    The  news  of  our  discovery  4?,v«H  n''^""? .i^«"  »'  ""i 
whatever  else  I  might  he   eve?™      S,«v  .h''^""''"'"'  ""<>  "^ 
tlie  end  a  small  compam'  wa.fo..if witMn  ''"A  ^°"''^-  '" 
Esu.,  as  the  chairman  of' the  Bonn  T-lH.'f.  ^.^     Quntermaip, 

w,7;aZ'd^V.?olTn1\1f  S,f  ,;t'^-''  "-  /-.  -bo  was      | 
course.)  as  the  purchase     rice  of  Ti.i      • ','"."  ^'°^  ""thing  of 
proportion  large^ud  s£,T4.^  Zi\  hL'^Ve 
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»nj  provml  the  value  of  aTonertv  c   Jn?'"''  ""'>'  •""  '»'-•'"«<' 
moreover  lljut  tliU  sum  w,i, '  n  h  '"'""""  Polentid  worlli 

would  only  be  re,m,X  v  heL  »u%'^l'^  °  "'™  "'.""P  «hieli 
moiiey,  after  a  niirlil  nf  anv  nn.  il?    t^     '"  "•"■'"'•ed  and  not  in 

r,^'^^T'■"'^  with  it  a  Xy  of  ilM7!/^  ^''"'^''nsbip. 

'  5^''lJ  ''""«'"  "n<l  paid  for  in  r.t .  t  ^'""'  '"''''^^''  '  "ever 
£1,000  sterling.    1  rinemhor  ih  .  .  'v'*""""  '«  "'*•  vduc  of 

I  surprised  at  tl,i,  nct^nte  as  iLv'h ''h''",'?  '"'  ''''^'"f'  --enied 
hundred  of  tl.eir  shares  for  not  fin^  "^'h  """'"•' .'"  «"«  """"ve 
Suarantee  of  ,ny  name."  These  I  rS,,«p,  ™"?"'""tion  of  the 
"ot  ask  others  to  invest  in  «  ven  „?  •  •.'•"J""*  "«"  '  «nuld 
money  stalje;  whereon  they'V^"',""."  Z^^"^- '  '"""  "«  '"'^'"«' 

!     enthusiasm.  '  acceptta  my  decision,  not  without 

I     .0  work*:  "Wo^ki^'f  ":/'.£' rr'  ■""'-'"'«<'  «"1  we  got 
I    for  .ver  in  a,.  "y'C.rr/-V?ht-?i^:i™r^f  ! 

nml  Co.  took  advnnf  ^e  0   tht  n„l™f  '•?  ''*^-  "•™ium.   Jacoh 
heir  honus  holding  to  -au'rannK"''!'"'''^  '?  '"'"  '■"'"<=  half  of 
thpy  did  so  not  Tor  persoiml  proSt   whi.'h  .'^^'P''"'""*  'o  n.e  tha 
brpadeii  the  basis  of  the  undSin,  ^  ^  i'"'>'  ^"^''"'^•i.  hut  "  to 
.  It  was  shortly  after  this  boom  ^  th''  "''""",">«  'resh  blood  " 
rich  patch  became  verv  grnvelTv  hfi'^i''  '"'";'^'  surrounding  the 
hat  we  should  buy  a  s m.d  l^i  e^"'an,l  he'i?''."  ^"'"  determined 
from  which  the  gold  was  supposed  to  nnv!*^'^:  'V"""*  ""^  ''"••"•I" 
We  negotiated  for  that  l.atKXomr  «"^<? '^'''l''''''" '"''■™n'- 
engmeei-s-but  whv  foll.)«   thp  m„i    ^  '  ?  *'"''«  ^"wn  firm  of 
details.^    The  .shares  he"  „  to  1^. ""'""''  ''"^'"'■■^«  i"  «"  it' 
to  their  original  pHce  ,,?' "l'",, '^^^'f^'^'."  "'"«■.  "^''^J'  -""•Mk 
he  was  mauacing  director,  explaTned  »n  m.'  .i'"."- '°  1°''    Ja^h, 
to      support   the  marke    ■'as  be    v  "*  ''"' "  "«  necessary 
enormous  extent,  and  that  r -.^^h^  '"■™'''   ''"'"^^   '"   "" 

in  this  good  work  "'t  orde     o  shi  v  mv  f'^i/i"-  "!/'"'«"  "  '^-l 

I  took  a  lead  to  the  extent  of  ,-,nn(hpf  e-m  '  '."•  "'^  concern. 
I  could  afford.    I  admit  that  iwas.th^',^'''^''  "«"  »»  'hat 
human  iiKtnrc  ns  romoi,,    i .  '  "  'hock  tn  such  tniaf  ;„ 

•hat  th,  iroc^  ,iL;:n'hic /,^ri;;,?^f" '„lrr^^i^"^"b- 

the  property  of  Jacob,  althoiieh  fhl  1   >  £500  had  really  been 
IB  various  other  names.         ^    ^^-   "PPC^red  to  be  .sold  to  me 
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Tht>  crisis  came  at  lust,  (qr  beloru  tlwt  biittpry  nas  Uclivered 
our  iiviiilnhli-  funds  were  exlmiifitpd,  and  no  one  would  Kuli^cribe 
iinother  liaUprnny.  Dehenlures,  it  la  true,  had  been  issued  mid 
taken  up  to  the  extent  of  nbout  ilOOO  out  of  (be  ir>,0(X)  offered, 
though  wlio  bought  lliein  remained  nt  lhc>  time  ii  nivstery  to  me. 
IJltimiilcly  (I  meeting  was  called  lo  consider  thi>  ipiestioii  of 
liquidating  (be  company,  and  nl  tlii"  meeting,  after  three 
?lee|ile.-is  nights,  I  occupied  the  chair 

When  1  entered  the  room,  to  my  amazement  I  found  that  of 
(be  five  directors  only  one  was  present  be«irli;«  myself,  an  Imnesl 
old  retired  sea  captain  who  had  bought  and  palil  for  .1(10  shares. 
Jacob  and  the  two  friends  who  represented  his  inlerists  hud.  II 
ajipeored,  laken  ship  that  morning  for  Cape  Town,  whither  they 
were  summoned  to  atteiul  various  relatives  \\ho  bad  been  ^el^ei! 
wilh  illness.  • 

It  was  a  stormy  meeting  nt  first.  I  ex|dalned  the  position  to 
the  best  of  my  ability,  and  when  1  hail  finished  was  assalleil  with 
a  number  of  questions  which  I  could  not  answer  lo  llie  satisfac- 
tion of  myself  or  of  anybody  else.  Then  a  Benllenmn.  the  owner 
of  ten  shares,  wlio  had  ovidently  been  drinking,  suggested  in 
plain  language  that  I  had  cheated  the  shareholders  by  Issuing 
false  reports. 

I  jumped  up  in  a  fury  and,  allhongh  he  was  twice  mv  size, 
asknd  hini  to  come  and  argue  the  question  outside,  whereon  he 
promptly  went  away.  This  incident  excited  a  laiixli,  and  Iheii 
the  whole  Iriilli  came  out.  A  man  wilh  inlimrcil  blood  in  bini 
stood  up  and  told  a  slory  which  was  suhseipiently  [irovcd  lo  be 
Iriie.  .lacob  had  employed  him  to  "  sail  "  the  mine  by  mixing 
a  heavy  sprinkling  of  gold  in  I  he  uraxel  we  had  first  washed 
(which  the  coloured  man  swore  be  did  in  Innoceiicei  and  siihsc 
quenlly  had  defrauded  him  of  his  wages.  That  was  all.  I  sank 
back  in  my  chair  oMMcome.  Then  some  good  fellow  in  Ihe 
audience,  who  had  lost  money  himself  in  !he  affair  and  whom 
I  srarcely  knew,  got  up  and  made  a  noble  speirli  which  went 
tar  to  restore  my  belief  in  human  nature. 

Ife  sai,1  lu  effect  that  it  was  well  known  that  f.  Allan  Quater- 
mnin  after  working  like  a  horse  in  the  interests  of  the 
shareholders,  had  practicjilly  ruined  mvself  over  this  enterprise, 
and  that  the  real  thief  was  Jacob,  who  had  made  Ir.ncks  for  the 
Tape,  taking  with  him  a  large  cash  jirofit  resniting  from  the 
sale  of  share?!.  Finally  be  concluded  by  calling  for  "  throe  cheers 
for  our  honest  friend  and  fellow  suflerer,  Mr  Allan  Quaterraain." 
Strange  to  say  the  audience  gave  them  verv  heartily  indeed 
I  Ihnnked  them  with  tears  in  my  eves,  saving  that  1  was  glad 
to  leave  the  room  a?  poor  a-  I  b'ad  ever  hc-.n,  but  wilh  a 
reputation  whieh  my  conscience  as  well  as  their  kindnesx  assured 
me  was  quite  unblemished. 
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lliiis  Mji'  wlmlind-iip  ri'sdhilloii  \vn»  |im-.i(I  ^hkI  Mint  ni'^iliiiir 
rniiM'  III  nil  .■ml  After  Klinkiiii;  liimlw  witli  mv  ili'livi'iiT  from  ii 
most  uii{  li'HMiiil  -lliinliiiii.  I  w.ilkml  lii.ini'«.ird^  wiHi  III.'  liulitf^l 
lipiirl  ill  till'  wiiiM.  My  iniiiicv  «(i^  ^,mi\  it  wmh  Iiih'-  iiNu  niv 
iixd-rnnfiilnic.'  in  (jllin-  liiul  liil  in.'  In  iii.iki'  .1  root  iif  mvs.'i'f 
by  ncir|.liii«  ii<  fml,  on  «hiit  I  hi'liev,.,!  In  !  Hi,.  ,.\i,l,.|UT  of 
luv  ey.'-i.  Ihiil  wlii.  Ii  I  ||„d  nol  s,il)l<  iiMil  cxiir,'  '.nnwlwljjw  In 
viify.  Iliil  m\  ii.iiioiii-  wii-  -,iviil,  mill  ni  I  linvi.  iignin  ,inil 
iriiiii  st'i'ii  ill  llii.  iiMU'M'  of  lifiv  inoiii'v  is  iiiilliinK  ttlii'ii  itomiwiri'il 
Willi  lioiioiir,  a  remark  \ilii,li  ;<liaki>(ic.ire  uiml.'  loiu  iijio. 
llioiiHli    like   iiiniiy  i.llier   inilli-i    this   is   ,.,„.  ,,(   wliieli   n    full 

'ipC'eiiiiM Ill  only   lie  (.-niiieil  (ly  pcrsolliil  cv|ierieii,,. 

Not  very  fur  from  tlie  pliice  wli'ero  our  11 ting  Ii.m!  Ihimi  IhIiI 

I  pufseil  ;i  side  dreet  tluMi  in  eiiiliryo,  for  it  liiiil  oidv  niii'  or 
two  houses  situated  in  tlieir  (inrdeiis  and  a  nillier  large  ami 
niiiddj-sliiit  of  watir  running  down  one  side  at  llie  eiljie  of  llu' 
footpntli.  Save  for  two  people  this  street  was  eniptv,  hut  that 
(•air  atlraeled  my  attention.  They  were  a  while  man,  in  hIioiii 
I  reeopiiisetl  the  stout  and  h;ilf-intoxicnte<l  individual  who  had 
accused  me  of  cheating  the  company  unJ  then  depi.rted,  and  a 
withered  old  Hottentot  who  at  liiat.distanee,  uearh  a  hiindreil 
yards  away.  iiiikIi  reminded  me  of  u  eert«iii  Hans 

Tliis  Hans,  I  must  explain,  wns  orif^inallv  a  servant  of  my 
father,  who  was  a  misMonary  in  the  Cape  Colonv,  and  had  been 
niy  companion  in  many  adveiiliires.  Thus  in  ni'v  \oiith  he  and 
I  alone  escaped  when  Uingaan  murdered  Relief  and  his  party 
of  Boers,*  anil  he  had  been  one  of  my  party  in  our  ipiest  for  the 
wonderful  orchid,  the  reeord  of  which  I  have  w  ritten  dow  n  in 
"  Ihc  Holy   Flower." 

Hans  had  his  weak  points,  among  nhi.li  must  lie  eniinleil  his 
loye  of  lii|iior,  hut  he  was  a  pnllant  and  resonn-.^dil  old  fellow 
as  indeed  he  had  amply  proved  upon  that  onbid-seekin? 
expediton.  Moreover  he  loved  me  with  a  love  pussinj,'  the  love 
of  wtmieii.  Now ,  havliif;  aeijiiired  some  money  in  a  wav  I  need 
not  stop  to  describe— for  is  it  not  written  elsewhere  ["—he  was 
settled  as  a  kind  of  little  chief  on  a  farm  not  verv  far  from 
f)nrl)an.  wliere  he  lived  In  Breat  honour  lieiaiie  of  the  fame 
of  his  deeds. 

The  white  man  ami  Hans,  if  Hans  it  was,  were  eng.iged  In 
violent  .'dtercalion  whereof  snalihes  lloaled  to  me  on  Ihe  hreiv,,., 
spoken  in  the  f)Htrh  tongue. 

"  Y'oii  dirty  little  flotlentot !  "  ^bonted  the  white  man.  waving 
a  stick,  "  I'll  eut  the  liver  out  of  yon.  What  do  vou  mean  by 
nosing  .itionf  after  me  like  a  jaek.d?  '  And  he  struck  at  Hans, 
who  jumped  aside. 


See  Ihe  book  called  ■' Marie. "—Editor. 
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Why  did  you  not  wait 
you  liltic  yellow  dog," 


Sou  of  a  fat  white  sow,"  screamed  Hans  in  answer  (for  the 
moment  I  heard  hjs  voice  I  knew  tliat  it  was  Huns),  "  did  you 
dare  to  call  the  Baas  a  thief?    Yc3,  a  thief,  0  Rooler  in  the  mud 

0  Feeder  ou  filth  and  worms,  0  Hog  of  the  gulter-tlic  Baas 
the  dipping  of  whose  nail  is  worth  more  than  vou  mid  nil  vour 
lami  y,  he  who3e  honour  is^s  clear  as  (he  sunlight  and  whose 
heart  is  cleaner  than  the  white  sand  of  the  seu  " 

in'lhl*%ld''mi'ne™"''''^  """'  "'"'^  """'  "  *'"'  '"^  ^"^  '^^'  ""*"^>' 

"  Then,  hog,  why  did  you  run  awav^ 
to  tell  him  so  ontsiilo  that  house?  "   " 

"I'll  teach  you  about  running  away,  ,uri  miuo  vei 
replied  the  other,  catching  Hans  a  cut  acrofs  li,.  liiis 

1  „„!,  r^""  ^™I''  '°.  ^^^  ""'  ■■""■  ''''  >'0"'  "  «'id  Hans,  skipping 
hack  a  few  >-ards  with  wonderful  agilitv.    "  Then  look  I  "'  ^ 

,^  J  "">  m  (Idle  he  caught  that  white  man,  c.-iusing  him  to 
douhle  up,  IK  backward,  and  land  with  a  uiost  rebounding  splash 
L  LZ'l'-P''"''  ",*'"=  "V""^>'  ^^'""-  "ere  I  may  remark 
hp  hn^nl  f  ^^T  "''1  "."^  '•'■^^'■'^'l'  «  Holtontofs  head  is  by  far 
to  nnrH?.  nfT.*^  "'T'  "•''"8^™"^  Po^  »'  h™.  Indeed  it  seems 
to  partake  of  the  naliiro  of  a  cannon  ball,  for,  without  more  than 
temporary  disturbance  to  it,  possessor,  I  have  seen  a  ImuToaded 
vNngon  go  over  one  of  them  on  a  muddv  road 

Having  delivered  this  home  thrust  Hans  bolted  rcund  a  corner 
and  disappeared,  while  I  waited  trembling  to  see  «hnt  hnppS 
out  of  ?heT7-  To'^yf'^' "early  a  minute  later  he'irept 
hobbled  off  slowly  down  the  street,  his  he.id  so  near  his  fuel  ttmt 
he  looked  as  though  he  had  been  folded  in  two,  and  his  hands 
pressed  upon  what  •  I  believe  is  medically  kno  n  as  the 
diaphragm.  Then  I  also  went  upon  mv  wav  roaring  with 
laughter.  Often  I  have  heard  Hottentots  called  the  lowesTo 
mankind,  but,  reflr^ted  I,  they  can  at  anv  rate  be  good  frtend! 

By  the  time  I  reached  my  house  and  had  filled  mv  pipe  and 
sat  myself  down  in  the  dilapidated  cane  chair  on  the\erandah 
that  natural  reaction  set  in  which  so  often  follows  reiorinaai 
he  escape  from  a  great  danger.  It  was  true  ( hot  no  oiX^led 
a btV'lher  mllrrsT"  "=''  "'-—-«  --Id  mine,  bul'h^,^? 

„.L""'^"^'^  "f°"  f*"^  ■**'«  "arrative  of  Jacob  and  Esau  with  a 
new  an.!  very  poignant  sympathv  for  Esau.  I  wondered  wlmf 
would  become  of  my  Jacolt  .Tacob.  T  mca,  the  'Linal 
prosnored  exceedin.lv  as  a  re..ult  of  hi.  d,al  i  porrid""^  ,m ' 
so  thought   I,  probably   would  his  artful   des    .dan     uhn"fo 
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H  probohle  that    ^fe  Van  Konn"*  ^^  '"'"'"^  '"  ""'■"'  '  """k 

nil  Its  shapes  I  renounced  once  mid  for  ever.    It  wa"  too  hi- h 

old  haunts  had  been  more  or  less  <<}„<t  nnf     ti,„  ,...    ™> 

younger  professionals    of  wandPri   " l?ckveM  n^f'*''''  '""  "' 
of  poaching  nnlivesvilo  h«d"o^,Sed  gu^s",    s  ^^o^^i^:'^ 

wVT'.'t^*  ""I  8l>0"ld  have  to  travel  farther  nfleW     * 
fa.J  or']i'"1''"'''f'  '"";■  '""'"S  "-<-'■  the  comparative  advan- 

seemed  to  pr.voed  from  the  farthe,^' i^e^f  a  la  g'  ^.'rdentbish 

j^^  i« -^.:- ^;,— ^i^HdS 

heard  It  before  ,n  many  an  hour  of  diincultv  and  danger" 

?h^,":;i'r:''  ^."'"■"'■°"'  "f  ""castors  Nvho  spent  heir  UvesavoiS 
the  observation  of  murderous  foes  unbs  avoiding 

.h?L"'"''J"'n  ''/'1\"  '"  ''■''""  "'  ">«•  stf-i"?  in  B  vacant  vvav  at 
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"  y<m  look  to  me  as.  though  you  had  been  fighliug,  IIuii:^,"  I 
suid.  "  The  orovvu  of  your  hat  is  knocked  out;  you  are  splashed 
with  mud  and  there  is  the  murk  of  a  stick  upon  your  left  side.  " 

"  Yes,  Baas.  You  are  right  as  usual,  Baus.  I  had  a  quarrel 
with  a  man  about  sixpence  that  he  owed  me,  and  knocked  him 
over  with  my  head,  forgetting  to  take  my  hat  oK  first.  There- 
fore it  is  spoiled,  for  which  I  am  sorry,  as  it  wa.?  quite  a  new 
hat,  not  two  years  old.  The  Baas  gave  it  me.  He  bought  it  in 
a  store  .it  Utrecht  when  we  were  coming  hack  from  Pongoland." 

"  Why  do  you  lie  to  me?"  I  asked.  "  Yon  have  been  fighting 
a  while  man  and  for  more  than  sixpence.  You  knocked  him 
into  a  shut  and  the  mud  splashed  up  over  you." 

"  Yes,  Baas,  that  is  so.  Your  spirit  speaks  truly  to  you  of 
the  matter.  Yet  it  wanders  a  little  from  the  pa  111,  since  I  fought 
the  white  man  for  less  than  sixpence.  I  fought  him  for  love, 
which  is  nothing  at  all." 

"  Then  you  are  even  a  bigger  fool  than  I  took  you  for,  Hans. 
What  do  you  want  nowf" 

"  I  want  to  borrow  a  pound.  Baas.  The  white  man  will  take 
me  before  the  magistrate  and  I  shall  be  ''ned  a  pound,  or  fourteen 
days  in  the  Inmk  (i.e.  gaol).  It  is  ,'  \e  that  tie  white  man 
struck  me  first,  but  the  myistrate  will  not  believe  the  word  of 
a  poor  old  Hottentot  agahist  his,  and  I  have  no  witness.  He 
will  say,  '  Hans,  you  were  drimk  again.  Hans,  you  are  a  liar 
and  deserve  to  be  flogged,  which  you  will  be  next  time.  Pay  a 
fiound  and  ten  shillings  more,  which  is  the  price  of  good  white 
justice,  or  go  to  the  trunk  for  fourteen  days  and  make  baskets 
there  for  the  great  Queen  to  use.'  Unas,  I  have  "the  price  of  the 
justice  which  is  ten  shillings,  but  I  want  to  borrow  the  pound 
lor  the  line.'' 

'■  Hans.  1  .think  thai  jnst  now  you  are  better  able  to  lend  lac 
a  pound  than  1  am  to  lend  one  to  you.    My  bag  is  empty,  iun<. " 

■' Is  it  so.  Baas?  Well,  it  docs  not  mailer.  If  necessarv  (  can 
make  baskets  for  the  great  white  Queen  to  put  her  food  in.  for 
fourteen  days,  or  mats  on  which  she  will  wipe  her  feet.  The 
trunk  is  not  such  a  bad  place,  Baas.  It  gives  time  to  think  of 
the  while  man's  justice  and  to  thank  the  Great  One  in  the  Sky, 
because  the  little  sins  one  did  not  do  have  been  found  out  and 
punished,  while  the  big  sins  one  did  do,  -iicli  as — well,  never 
mind.  Baas — have  not  been  found  out  at  all.  Your  reverend 
father,  the  Predikant,  always  taught  me  to  have  a  thankful 
heart,  Buas,  and  when  1  remember  that  I  have  only  been  in  the 
Inmk  for  three  months  altogether  who.  if  all  were  Ij/iowd,  ought 
to  have  been  there  for  years,  I  remember  his  words,  Baas." 

"  Why  should  yon  en  to  the  Inink  :d  all.  Hans,  when  you  are 
rich  :'nd  can  pay  n  fine,  even  if  it  were  a  hundred  pounds?' 
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"  A  month  or  two  ago  it  is  true  J  was  rich.  Bans,  liut  now  I 
'"V.'i?"''-    '  ""^'^  nothing  li-r'  except  ten  aliillings.  " 

Hans,''  I  said  severely,  'you  have  been  gamt)lln«  uiiaiu: 
you  liHvc  heen  drinking  again.  You  have  sold  vour  nroiTertv 
hcc  ^","'!,"'"'''  '"  !'">'  yo"''  gunibling  debts  and  to  buy  square- 
•'  Y"e5,  Baas,  and  for  no  good  it  seems;  though  it  is  not  Irne 
ii-n  ,''■"'''  '*^"  ^""'"ng-  I  i^old  the  land  and  the  cattle  for 
i6o0  Haas,  and  with  the  monev  I  bought  other  things  " 
'■  What  did  you  buv?"  I  said! 

He  fumbled  first  in  'one  pocket  of  his  big  coat  and  then  in  the 
other,  and  ultimately  produced  a  crumpled  and  dirtv-lookinif 
piece  of  paper  that  resembled  a  banknote.    I  took  and  examined 
us  doci'jieut  and  next  minute  nearly  fainted.     It  certified  that 
JIans  was  the  proprietor  ot  1  know  not  how  manv  debenture." 
or  shares,  I  forget  which  they  were,   in  the  lioila  Fide  Gold 
-Mine,  Limited,  that  same  coniptny  of  which  I  was  the  unlucky 
chairman,  in  consideration  for  which  he  had  paid  a  sum  of  ov.-V 
SIX  hundred  solid  pounds. 
;]  "aiit^."  I  said  feebly,  "  from  whom  did  vou  buv  this?" 
From  the  baas  with  the  hooked  nose,  liaas.    He  who  was 
named  Jacob    after  the  great  man  in  the  Bible  of  whom  vour 
father,   the  Pre.'ikant,   .-^od  to  tell  us,   th.,1   one  who  was  so 
s/im  and  dressed  himself  up  in  a  goatskin  and  gave  his  brother 
meMie  porridge  when  he  was  hungry,   after  he  had  come  in 
from  shooting  buck,  Baas,  and  got  his  farm  and  cattle.  Baas 
and  then  went  to  Heaven  up  a  ladder.  Baas." 
"  And  who  told  you  to  buv  them,  Hans»" 
'■  *^a"™y.  Baas,  he  who  was  your  cook  when  wt-  ^v,.nt  to 
Pongoland,  he  who  hid  in  the  nu'alie-pit  when  the  slavers  burned 
Beza-Town  and  came  out  half  cooked  like  a  fowl  from  the  oven 
The  Baas  Jacob  stopped  in  Sammy's  hotel.  Baas,  and  told  him 
hat  unless  he  l^ought  bits  of  paper  like  this,  of  which  he  had 
plent>,  ,vou  would  be  brought  before  the  magistrate  and  sent  to 
the  «r«nfc   Baas.    So  Sammy  bought  .-ome.  Baas,  but  not  many 
for  he  had  only  a  httle  money,  and  the  Baas  Jacob  paid  him 
for  all  he  ate  and  drank  with  other  bits  of  paper.    Then  Sammv 
came  to  me  and  showed  me  what  it  was  mv  duty  to  do,  remind- 
ing me  that  your  reverend  father,  the  Predikaiit,-had  left  vou 
m  my  charge  till  one  ot  us  dies,  whether  vou  were  well  or  ill 
and  wliether  you  got  better  or  got  »orse_iii?t  like  a  white 
wife.  Baas     So  1  sold  the  farm  and  the  cattle  to  a  friend  of  the 
Baas  Jacob  s,  nt  a  very  low  price.  Baas,  and  that  is  all  the  story  " 
.  heard  and,  to  tell  the  honest  truth,  almost  I  wept,  since  the 
bought  of  the  sacnice  which  this  poor  old  Hottentot  had  made 
for  my  sake  on  the  instigation  of  a  rogue  utterly  overcame  me 
HBiis,     I  asked  recovering  myself,  "  tell  me  what  was  that 
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new  naiUB  which  Ihe  Zulu  captain  Mavovo  gave  you  before  he 
ilied,  I  mean  after  you  hiid  (Ircd  Beza-Town  and  caught  Hassiin 
and  his  slavers  in  their  own  trap?" 

Hans,  who  had  suddenly  found  something  that  iuterefted  him 
extremely  out  at  sea,  perhtyis  because  lie  did  not  wish  to  witness 
my  grief,  turned  round  slowly  and  answered : 

"Mavovo  named  me  Light-in-Darkness,  and  by  that  name  the 
Kafirs  know  me  now,  Baas,  though  some  of  them  call  me  Lord- 
of-the-Fire. " 

"  Then  Mavovo  named  you  well,  for  indeed,  Ifans.  you  shine 
like  a  light  in  the  darkness  of  my  heart.  I  whom  you  think 
wise  am  but  a  fool,  Hans,  who  has  been  triiked  by  a  vemulcer, 
K  common  cneat,  and  he  has  tricked  you  and  Sammy  as  well. 
But  as  he  has  shown  me  that  ii.<in  can  be  very  vil.?,  yoii  have 
shown  me  that  he  can  be  very  noble;  and,  sotting  the  one 
jjKainst  the  other,  my  spirit  that  wa."  in  the  dust  rises  up  once 
TSiirR  like  a  withered  flower  after  rain.  Ijight-in-Darkness, 
although  if  I  had  ten  thousand  pounds  f  could  never  pay  you 
back — since  what  you  have  given  me  is  more  than  all  the  gold 
in  the  world  and  all  Ihe  land  and  all  the  cattle— yet  with  honour 
find  with  love  I  will  try  to  pay  you,"  and  I  held  out  my  hand 
to  him. 

He  took  it  and  pressed  it  against  his  wrinkled  old  forehead, 
then  answered : 

"  Talk  no  more  of  that.  Baas,  for  it  makes  me  sad,  who  ;i)u 

so  happy.    How  often  have  yon  forgiven  me  when  I  have  done 

wrong?     How  often  have  you  not  Hogged  me  when  f  should 

have  been  flogged  for  being  drunk  and  other  thinsr?— ves,  even 

when  once  I  stole  some  of  your  po.vder  and  sold  it  to  buv 

f  square-face  gin,  though  it  is  true  I  knew  it  was  l«iJ  powder. 

'  not  (it  for  J ou  to  use?    Did  f  thank  you  then  overmuch?    Why 

therefore  should  you  thank  me  who  have  done  hut  a  little  thing, 

not  really  to  help  you  but  because,  as  yon  know,  I  love  gambling, 

and  was  told  that  this  bit  of  paper  would  soon  be  worth  much 

more  than  f  gave  for  it.     If  it  had  proved  so,  should  I  have 

given  yon  that  money?    No,  I  should  have  kept  it  myself  and 

bought  a  bigger  farm  and  more  cattle." 

'  "  Hans,"  I  said  sternly,  '  it  yon  he  so  hard,  von  will  certainly 

go  to  hell,  as  the  Predikant,  my  father,  often  told  vou." 

"  Not  if  I  lie  for  you.  Baas,  or  if  I  do  it  doesn't  matter,  except 
that  then  we  should  be  sep.qrated  by  the  big  kloof  written  of 
in  the  Book,  especially  as  tlierc  I  should  meet  the  Baas  Jacob, 
as  I  very  much  want  to  do  for  9  reason  of  my  own." 

Not  V  l.iug  to  pursue  this  somewhat  unclu-istian  line  of 
thought.  1  inquired  of  him  why  he  felt  happv. 

"  Oh  I  Baas,"  he  answered  With  a  twinkle  in  his  Uttle  Mack 
eyes,  "  can't  you  guess  why?    Now  you  have  verv  little  money 
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i^^Z*"  '.''»'«"<'"'*  "'  a"-  Therefore  it  is  plain  that  we  must 
go  somewhere  to  e«rn  money,  and  f  am  glad  of  that  Cs  for 
1  am  tired  of  sitting  on  Hint  farm  out  there  and  growine  mlklies 
..lid  miHiing  cows,  especially  as  I  am  too  old  to  ma??v  Baai 
as  .von  ,,1-e  tired  of  looliing  for  gold  where  there  isn't  alw, mi 
Muging  si-d  songs  in  that  house  of  meeting  yonder  nice  v^u  did 
Uus  afternoon.  Oh  I  the  Great  l.'ather  iu  the  XtVknew  wha^ 
He  was  about  when  He  sent  the  Bans  Jaooh  our  «!.y  Se  bea 
undlrstaiKl.-?""''  '""'^'  ""  "^  ""''  "'^^^^  «  we^coi.W  oid^ 
of'therhffrnl,'^  „?/""'  """  '  """f  '""  °"'"'  heard  the  doctrine 

comment.    At  length  he  HniZd  Td  4"at  e,  '  ."e  «  bet^lfmT 
chewing  a  bit  of  tobacco  I  had  given  him,  and  looldug  un  at  me 

lea.  liaas." 
peopte"^'  ^""  "'''^'  '  "■''"'■  "'''  ^■°"  had  never  beard  of  such  « 
del'l1bout""then""'"  '"'"'  ""^"''"«  «'  ""•    '  have  heard  a  good 
1  oSindi'-nantl;""  ""'  "^"  '"^  ^"  '"^'-'''  ^«"  «'««  "liot- 
not  ivon'.  "wi.v^l?o°uld  fnv,L^r  ^T  '"'"""^  ^"'-l  «hen. 

1.  licui-i.,  in  tne  Uh^u  luul,..d  up  I.,  ui.d  feared  hw.nisH 
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she  was  wise  and  made  medicines  out  ol  herbs,  and  tolil 
fortunes.  I  used  to  go  to  ?ee  her.  She  was  quite  blind,  Baas, 
and  fond  of  talking  with  me— which  shows  how  wise  she  was.  \ 
1  told  her  (ill  about  the  Pongo  gorillu-god,  of  which  already  she  • 
knew  something.  When  1  had  done  i^he  said  that  he  was  as 
nothing  compared  with  a  certain  god  that  she  had  seen  in  her 
youth,  seven  tens  of  years  ago,  when  she  became  piarriageable. 
I  asked  her  for  that  story,  and  she  spoke  it  thus  : 

"  Far  away  to  the  north  and  east  live  a  people  called  the 
Kendah,  who  are  ruled  over  by  a  sultan.  They  are  a  very  great 
people  and  inhabit  a  most  fertile  country.  But  all  round  their 
fountry  the  land  is  desolate  and  manless,  peopled  only  by  game, 
for  the  reason  that  they  will  sutler  none  to  dwell  there.  Tliat 
is  why  nobody  knows  anything  about  them;  he  that  comes 
across  the  wilderness  into  that  laud  is  killed  and  never  returns 
to  tell  of  it. 

"  She  told  me  also  that  she  was  born  of  this  people,  but  lleil 
because  their  sultan  wished  to  place  her  in  his  house  of  women, 
which  she  did  not  desire.  For  a  long  while  she  wandered 
southwards,  living  on  roots  and  berries,  till  she  came  to  desert 
land  and  at  last,  worn  out,  lay  down  to  die.  Then  she  was  found 
by  some  of  the  Mazitu  who  were  on  an  expedilion  seeking 
ostrich  feathers  for  war-plumes.  They  gave  her  food  and, 
seeing  that  she  was  fair,  brought  her  back  to  flieir  cnuntry, 
where  one  of  them  married  her. 

"  But  of  her  own  land  she  uttered  only  lying  words  to  them 
because  she  feared  that  if  she  told  the  truth  the  gods  who  guard 
its  secrets  would  be  avenged  on  her,  though  now  when  she  was 
near  to  death  she  dreaded  them  no  more,  since  even  the  Kendah 
gods  cannot  swim  through  the.  waters  of  death.  That  is  all  she 
said  about  her  journey  because' she  had  forgotten  the  rest." 

"Bother 'her  journey,  Hans.  What  did  she  say  abont  her 
god  and  the  Kendah  people?" 

"  This,  Baas :  that  the  Kendah  have  not  one  god  but  two, 
and  not  one  ruler  but  two.  They  have  a  pood  god  who  is  a 
child-fetish  "  (here  I  started)  "  that  speaks  through  the  month 
of  an  oracle  who  is  always  a  woman.  If  that  woman  dies  the 
god  does  not  speak  until  they  find  another  woman  hearing 
rertaiu  marks  which  show  that  she  holds  the  spirit  of  the  god. 
Before  the  woman  dies  she  always  tells  the  priests  in  what  land 
they  are  to  look  for  her  who  is  to  come  after  her;  but  sometimes 
they  cannot  And  her  and  then  trouble  falls  because  '  the  Child 
has' lost  its  tongue,'  and  the  people  become  the  prey  of  the  othfr 
god  that  never  dies." 

"  And  what  is  that  god.  Hans?" 

"  That  god.  Baas,  is  an  elephant  "  ("here  I  started  again"!.  "  a 
very  bad  elephant  to  which  human  sacrifice  is  ottered.     1  think, 
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Baas,  that  it  is  the  ilevil  woHriiig  the  nhape  of  an  elephHiit.  at 
least  that  ij^  what  she  said.  Now  the  sultan  is  a  worshipjier  o( 
the  pod  that  dwells  in  the  elephant  Jana  ''  (here  I  positivelv 
whistled)  •■  and  so  arc  most  of  the  people,  indeed  all  those 
among  Iheni  who  are  black.  For  once  far  away  in  the  beginning 
the  Kendah  were  two  peoples,  but  the  lighter-coloured  people 
who  worship  the  Child  came  down  from  the  north  and  con- 
quered the  black  people,  bringing  the  Child  wltii  Ihem,  or  so  I 
nnderslood  her.  Baas,  thousands  and  thousands  of  years  ago 
when  the  world  was  young  Since  tlien  they  have  ilowed  on 
side  by  side  like  two  streams  in  the  same  channel,  never  mixing, 
for  each  keeps  its  own  colour.  Only,  <he  said,  that  stream 
which  comes  'rom  the  north  grows  weaker  and  that  from  the 
south  moro  strong." 

"  Then  why  does  not  the  strong  swallow  np  the  weak?" 

"Because  the  weak  are  still  the  p»rc^^ud  the  wise.  Baas,  or 
so  the  tld  vmuw  declared.  Because  they  w orsliip  the  good  while 
Hie  others  worship  the  devil,  and  as  your  father  the  Predikant 
used  to  say.  Good  is  the  cock  which  always  wins  the  fight  at 
the  last,  Baas.  Yes,  when  he  seems  to  be  dead  he  gets  up 
again  and  kicks  the  devil  in  the  stomach  and  stands  on  him  and 
crows.  Baas.  .Mso  these  northern  folk  .are  mighty  magicians. 
Through  their  Child-fetish  they  give  rain  and  fat  "seasons  and 
keep  away  sickness,  whereas  Jana  gives  only  evil  gifts  that 
have  to  do  with  cruelty  and  war  and  so  forth.  Lastly,  the 
priests  who  rule  through  the  Child  have  the  secrets  of  wealth 
and  ancient  knowledge,  whereas  tlic  sultan  and  his  followers 
have  only  the  might  of  the  spear.  This  was  the  song  which  the 
old  woman  sang  to  me.  Baas." 

"  Why  did  you  not  tell  mi'  of  these  matters  when  we  were  at 
Beza-Town  and  I  could  have  talked  with  her  myself,  Ilansf " 

"  For  two  reasons.  Baas.  The  first  was  that  I  feared,  if  1 
told  you,  you  w  ould  w  ish  to  go  on  to  find  these  people,  whereas 
I  was  (ired  of  travelling  and  wanted  to  come  to  Natal  to  rest. 
The  second  was  that  on  the  night  when  the  old  woman  finished 
telling  me  her  story,  she  was  taken  sick  and  died,  and  therefore 
it  would  have  been  no  use  to  bring  you  to  see  her.  So  I  saved 
it  up  in  my  head  until  it  was  wanted.  Moreover.  Baas,  all  the 
Mazitn  declared  that  old  woman  to  be  the  greatest  of  liars." 

"  She  was  not  altogether  a  liar,  Hans.  Here  what  T  have 
li'arned,"  and  I  told  him  of  the  magic  of  llarrtt  and  Marrtt  and  of 
the  picture  that  I  had  seemed  to  see  of  the  elephant  Jana  and  of 
the  prayer  that  Hanlt  a"iid  Nfarilt  had  made  to  me,  to  all  of 
which  he  listened  quite  stolidly.  It  is  not  easy  to  astonish  a 
Hottentot's  brain,  which  often  draws  no  accurate  dividing-line 
between  the  possible  and  what  the  modern  world  holds  to  be 
impossible. 
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"  Ves,  Bnas,"  he  said  when  I  hnri  Rnished,  "  IliPn  it  =eem« 
that  the  old  woinnu  was  not  puch  n  liar  after  nil.  Bu8«  when 
shall  we  start  ittler  that  lioiird  of  dead  ivory,  and  which  way 
wUl  you  go?  I)y  Kil««  or  through  Zuliilnnd?  ft  should  he 
I'ettled  soon  because  of  the  teasons.  ' 

After  this  we  talked  togetlier  for  «  Inri^  ^^hilo,  for  with 
poc*ct8  us  empty  m  mine  wen  II,pii,  the  problom  seemwl 
uillicult,  if  not  insoluhle. 
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stirred  further  in  »hnh?,;i„„       "'her  purly   coucenied   never 

Mnnces,  for  Hans  and  mvLlf  t^  IV    .    i''^  ^'"''  '  ""  ">'-•  circum- 
drawn  i,y  oxen  nnHr^e'.fbv'"  cXie  oTzuh  "h„"  f '^"'^•'' »>•» 

Where  ,ve  "cre  sure  of  ovSeome      \n  ^  hi,"'  """   *'^'^""- 
became  immersed  in  the  nffnlrc  nf  .h  .       ,"7    """^n.  ''""'c  I 


78 


THE    tVORY    CHILD 


■  Sharpliold<T9  in   ihr  lloiia  Fide  Gold  Mine"  IhmiKhl   I   li. 
D1.V5PI/,  Iheii  iiddpd  iis  1  m   porod  lo  leave  throiigli  Hie  Iwck  door: 

If  thfy  (ome  lierc  iell  lli.in  I  ani  iiol  iit  home.  Tell  Ihcm  I 
ie»  Cdrly  Mils  uiorriiiig  for  the  Congo  River  to  look  for  the 
sources  of  tlie  Mle    ' 

'■  Ye»,  Buas,"  Ktiid  Hatia,  colliipsing  or.  to  Hie  sloep. 

I  went  nut  fliroufiti  (he  buck  door,  coridHin^  that  I,  Allan 
gualermnin,  >hoiild  Imvc  rciiehed  ii  rung  in  the  ladder  of  life 
whence  I  shrunk  tiom  lookiiif!  htu  striinper  in  the  fiice  ffie  feiir 
ol  whiit  he  might  have  to  say  to  me.  Then  r-nddenlv  m\  pride 
iiswerlecl  itself.  After  nil  what  wa^^  there  of  \vhich  I  sh.uild  he 
n^hl(^ned:l  I  would  fuec  these  irate  shareholders  as  I  had  faced 
the  others  yesterda.\ . 

I  WTilked  round  the  little  house  to  llie  front  garden  wluch 
WHS  planted  with  orange  trees,  and  up  lo  a  liig  moonllosver  hush 
I  helieve  datum  is  its  right  uurae,  that  «rc«  near  the  pome- 
granate hedge  which  separated  mv  domain  from  the  road  There 
a  coiiversation  was  in  progress,  if  so  it  mav  he  called 

-.  r.'.  ■  ,""  "   .^J''"'    '°'    "'    ''°"'*    know  •■'),  .'/nfroosi"    (i.e. 
Uiief     1,  said  some  Kafir  in  a  stupid  drawl. 
Thereon  a  voice  that  instantly  struck  me  as  f.nniliar,  ans«  ercd  ■ 

vve  want  to  know  where  the  great  hunter  lives  " 
"  Ikona,"  said  the  Kafir. 

■  Gaut  you  reniemher  his  native  name?  "  asked  another  voice 
w  luh  was  also  familiar  to  me,  for  I  never  forget  voices  tAouph 
often  I  am  unable  to  place  thein  at  once. 

'The  great  hunter,  Ilere-come-n-zanv, "  said  the  [irst  voice 
triumphantly,  and  instantly  there  Hashed  hack  upon  uiv  mind 
a  vision  of  the  splendid  drawing-room  at  Ragnall  Cn.sfleand  of 
an  imposing  mujor-domo  introducing  into  it  two  white-robed 
Arab-looking  men. 

"  Mr  Savage,  by  the  Heavens'  "  I  muttered.  "  What  in  the 
name  of  goodness  is  he  douig  here?  " 

'•  There,"  said  the  second  voice,  "  .vour  black  friend  has  bolted 
and  no  v>onder,  tor  who  can  be  culled  by  such  a  name?  If  vou 
had  done  what  I  told  you.  Savage,  and  hired  a  while  guide  it 
would  have  saved  us  a  lot  of  troiihle.  Why  will  von  always 
think  lliiil  you  know  belter  than  aiivone  else'  " 

"  Seemed  an  unnecessary  e.\|iense,  mv  iord.  considering  we 
are  travelling  incog.,  my  lord.  ' 

•'  Uow  long  shall  we  liMvel  '  incog.''  if  vou  persist  in  cullin" 
rni'  m.v  lord  at  the  top  of  your  voice.  Savage?  There  is  a  housS 
beyond  those  trees;  go  in  and  ask  where——" 

By    this    time    I    had    reached    the    gale    which    I    opened 
remarking  quietly.  i    .    "i  iniu, 

1  .'.!"°vA''J°".  ''"■  ^'"'.^  "agnail?    Tlow  do  vou  do,  Mr.  Savage » 
I  thought  that  1  recognised  your  voices  on  the  road  and  came  to 
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flpflse  wiilk  in;  that  !«,  it  it  ii  I  whom  you 


sc  if  I  wns  right, 
wish  to  visit.  " 
As  I  spolti.  I  slurtie.1  them  i,oth,   unci  ob«.T\ -I   lliut   whiln 

«e  met  had  .hdiiged  I...1J  Hngi.all  a  good  dwil.     11.'  w,n  .lill   , 
.n«gnil,a.„t.|ooking  „„,„.  one  of  tho>^.  whom    m    ,„ "  i,„  "  „ 

stumped  ttiih  some  iu-\,   seal  of  suffeiina.     1  foil  at  oiiee  Id,  i 
he  had  1-eco.ne  acqnainted  with  grief.     n~  s,  „low    „  I,  ,  WL 

■'  yes.  OiialiTmaui."  he  said  os  he  t(.ok;  my  hand    '    it  is  vo.i 

u  n      ,/  T'l  ".'"""  '"  '?""":"'  "■'  '"  "'"'  >°"-     '  f'^'-ed  lest 
wh»,»^  I f'"*'  «'•  l'"''N'^  '"■■  "way  in  tl^e  centre  of  Mrka 

.  xvheie  I  should  never  he  able  to  trmk  von  down    • 

meTJe."    ""■'"'■''-''■      '""  ""  '»  happen,  misfortune  has  kept 

ThlH'*.  """'"r'""?  !'"»  brought  me  here,  Quatermnin  " 
JoXXoljJ.  '""  """■  *"  "'""  ^'''  **"™'"'  •■''""'  "P  '""'  ^ve  went 

.''J','",,'"'''  ■'■"''  '"  ''"""  '"■•  '""Oh,"  I  said.    ■  and  as  li.ek  will 

have  ,(  ther,   ,3  a  good  rock  ood  and  a  leg  of  oril.c--  b  lek-  or  vc 

to  eat.     Boy.  set  two  more  plaees."  ""■"'""   ""CK-ior  \cj 

"One  mori.  plare,  if  you  please,  sir.  '  said  Savage      ■'  r  shonirt 

prefer  to  fake  my  food  afterwards. ' '  *  '  "'"'' 

1 1  .T°"  1^'"  ''."■^■'^  '"  *'"'  ""^^  'hill  ill  Africa,"  f  muttered     Still 

r  let  h.m  have  his  way,  with  the  result  that  presently  the  -trange 

ight  was  seen  of  the  magnificent  English  n,  ,ior-domo  s UnS 

behind  my  chair  in  that  little  room  and  hondinT?ound    he 

sqnure-face  a^  though  it  vxere  ch.mnairne      It  w^f  „  °.„^i 

that  excited  the  grelitest  interest  in  n7/primitveestabfshmem 

wlndT"'".,"""'  ""!'  ■'""k^  "'""■''  l'«ngers.oi    to  gaihe    aUhe 

:^  oiour  u  ^.Kr  iiitSJ'  ^'^ " "'-- "'  '■-- 
c^f  '"?^'' naid"^.7^ijf,^i";r.^^'r^ 

Ic-o'rfrt^°"'.H^^*'".^''  "  "P  here."l,Tc;u  do    0  mim   'y^S^ 

arn"T°1he°g"a;!;:"';^  "  "'°''  '"'  >■""•  -"  >°-'  ""»  ™'>  Pitch 

After  some  demur  he  accepted  with  gratitude  and  a  Uttle  l«t... 
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vo'ii  uir;,l  Li*'''  *'*'t"  "'*  «"'•  '""J  'hi.t  behind  them,  ■'  will 
you  Ull  me  why  you  have  come  to  Afiicu i  " 

Disaster,"  fie  replied.     ■  Dls.i.ler  .)(  tlio  worst  iort  " 
|«  your  wife  dend.  Lord  RnRimll?  '■  • 

I.  lolt  tVme.''""'      '  "'""""  ""''"  """  """  "■    '^'  «">  "to  »1"' 
An  ideu  iMpl  to  my  mind  to  the  effert  that  she  mil'  •  h«v,. 
run  ewHy  w.tli  somehody  el«e,  u  Ihiiig  wh  oh  of  en  hnnnon. 

•••;  sr^.^^^sr'i^^e^Klxi?^^-^' 
u.jt\.e9„^°^Hr:?oS,T  ne*!!::  tv^'\- '„:^  '-M'? 

g^^d-^t/tiM- ;-.  -  S'i 

rt'^il?/"""  bun''eleph;„,,*Ulih  Tdtco  0  ed  KwaTds 
was  an  ill-tempered  brute  that  had  alrefidv  killed  a  man  .mH 
should  never  have  been  allowed  "pon  the  road  \he  sigh  of 
the  pony  cart,   or  perhaps  a  red  clonk  which  mvt.ffa 

arms,  whirled  it  round  and  tCw  it  hf«h  hftoThe  „^^  ".""/m 
•  v»!'  i^^.r'"'.  '""■^'  "  '  ^"■'l  *ith  «  gasp. 


will 


LORI)    UAONAI.L'S    ^ITORY  8i 

b«  found  upon  her.  She  .)id  not  luffer  i.i  hi'iillU  or  beconiB 
violent    qn.to  tho  rcvor..-  Indeed  for  her  ^cnl  e  "  s  inrro"«7 

ri  en  and  .ra.UnK,  playing  with  tho  stoncH  of  that  red  luvk U" 
whkh  those;  conjuror?  Rave  her,  or  rather  .mnmn/theB.  ,  u 
nun  m.shi  do  «ltb  the  bo,i,l.  of  her  ros.ry.     At  limes    h"«  '    . 


Oh  I   Juiitcrniiiui,  it  wn: 


her  or  the  wrii  nursinit  it 
pitiful!  * 

•rlf  '''<'  *Y'""ii;"''"«  '  '^""''i-      She  was  Men  by  1',., 

greatest  br<iin-doctor«  in  ICnpland,  hut  none  of  then   v 

help.     The  only  hope  they  gave  wa.s  lh.-,l  the  ni  ,u,^m 


[.il„.I, 


f.r  t'M' 

■iLlr.   t,, 

■a  It 


as  fluddHily  as  It  had  come.     They  siiid  loo  th.,;   n  Ihurn,,  ,1, 
te'  .h'/'*""  .^^•""''l   perhaps   he    henefl.inl,     !  „     .  ,"'„  ";' 

it  hart  tn';.?'!  "''r'  '""'  P?"""""y  ^ho"IJ  not  have  ,w'  -d,  , 
t  had  It  not  beet  for  a  .urions  clrcumstanr-e.  The  h<  con  .11 
u...  took  place  m  the  biR  drawinR-roon.  at  nn«,m  V\  ,  'il 
wos  over  my  wife  lemained  with  her  mother  at  one  end  0  tie 
room  while  I  and  the  doctors  talked  toRelheral.e  other  s 
I  bought  quite  out  of  her  earshot.  I're^entl  "  h  mever  si  „ 
called  tu  me.  saying  in  a  perfectly  clear  and  natnr.dToice  ' 

faagto't^irima^inrrchild'''"^'''''  ^^'"'  '"^  "-^l«™  an-1 

to'i<Urit""he'exdnimer  ■"""""'  ""  '  ^"""'  '""^  '"-■•  "•""■" 

;;  'When  do  we  start  for  Egypt?    I,,.i  it  be  soon.' 
.!,„.  .1        u '^^  ';■■'>:•"»'  •*>"  ''"'•'"'•s  were  vcrv  pleased    declarin» 

wl'.h^°l ,'/""?  ^''^  "'"■  '"u"'^  «"<•  «•«  ^^''"t  to  KRvpt  together 
^h„  h^l  Longden,  who  insisted  upon  aceompa nviir^  ,h 
Milt T^L'^l'-  '%''.^""l"'h<=d  'nilo'--  At  Cairo  a  l,„re  dS|v"h 
that  I  had  hired  in  edvance,  manned  by  au  excellent  crew  mw 
a  guard  of  four  soldiers,  was  a^aitlns;  i.,.  Tn  it  we  started  n 
the  .Nil,.  For  a  montJi  or  more  all  ^yAd  w.|l  nl"o  to  n  v  de Lm 
my  wife  seenied  now  and  again  to  show  i.„,  of  ^nrnfn, 
iitelhgence  •  Thus  she  took  some  interest  in  thTsculitures  .-^ 
m  walls  of  the  temples,  abont  which  she  had  bee,,  very  ?om 
of  rfflding  when  in  health.     I  remember  th' t  onK  «  w  aT 

t'Zl  '"W^*"'  -Vl'*'--'";^'''  »'•«  l'»i"ted  on   on  '„f\hen    ote' 

^ci'z  ?;M^,;^;;;';L.^-:r;;!!^i^^S! 

Abu  Simbel,  opposite  to  which  our  boat  wa"  moored    Z  the 
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following  morning  we  explored  the  temple  at  davbreak  and  saw 
the  sun  strike  npoii  the  four  statues  whu-h  sit  at  ll-<  further 
end  spending  the  rest  of  that  day  studving  the  colossal  figures 
of  Hamtses  that  are  carved  upon  its  face  and  watching  some 
.  cavalcades  of  Arabs  mounted  upon  camels  travelling  alonK  the 
bunks  of  the  Nile.  "^ 

"  My  wife  was  unusually  (piict  that  afternoon.  For  hour  after 
hour  she  sat  still  upon  llu,..  deck,  gazing  fir.st  of  Ihc  luoulh  of 
the  rock-hewn  temple  and  the  mighty  figures  which  guard  it  and 
then  nt  the  surrounding  descrl .  Onlv  once  did  I  hear  her  speak 
and  then  she  said,  '  Beautiful,  beautiful !  Now  I  am  at  home  ' 
We  rhned  and  as  there  was  no  moon,  went  to  bed  tidlier  earlv 
after  Ii$teniiig  to  the  Sudanese  singers  as  they  sang  one  of  their 
weird  chanties.  '  ■        o 

J'  5*1  "l;-'®  u'""  l"^'  ■not'ier  slept  together  in  the  state  cabin  of 
the  dahabiyeh,  which  was  at  the  stern  of  the  boat.     Mv  cabin 
a  small  one,  was  on  one  side  of  this,  and  that  of  the' (rained 
nurse  on  the  other.     The  crew  and  the  guard  were  forward  of 
the  sa  oon.     A  gangway  was  fixed  from  the  side  to  tlie  shore  and 
oyer  il  a  sentry  stood,  or  was  supposed  to  stand.     OurinK  the 
night  a  Khamsin  wind  began  to  blow,  though  lightly  as  was  to 
be  expected  ,it  this  season  of  the  year.     I  did  not  luMr  it  for 
as  a  matter  of  fact.  I  slept  very  soundiv,  as  it  appears  did  -  vrrv- 
one  else  upon  the  dahabiyeh,  including  the  sentry  as  I  si,  ,, ..  .j 
"  The  first  thing  I  remember  was  the  appearance  of  Ladv 
Longden  just  at  daybreak  at  the  doorway  of  my  cabin  and  the 
frightened  sound  of  her  voice  asking  if  Luna,  that  is  mv  wife 
was  with  me.     Then  it  transpired  that  she  had  left  hef  cabin 
clad  in  a  fur  cloak,  evidenlly  some  time  before,  as  the  bed  in 
which   she  had  been  lying   was  ,,uite  cold       Quaterraain.   we 

hi.  »1  .h-'"'- "i""""''  ''.'■  "•''"■'''"■''  '"•'  f"'""  ''">"   hut  from  that 
hour  to  this  no  trace  whatsoever  of  her  has  been  found." 
"  Have  you  any  theory.^  "  I  asked. 

ihlJ^''  n  ■"  ir'f  ^"  ";?  "fP<'''t'  "'lom  we  consulted  have  a 
theory.  It  is  that  she  slipped  down  llie  saloon  in  the  d.irk 
gained  the  <leck  and  thence  fell  or  tlirew  herself  into  the  Nile 
which  of  course  would  have  carried  her  Imdv  avxav  As  voii 
may  have  heard,  the  Nile  is  full  „f  bodies.  I  myself  saw  two  of 
hem  during  that  jom'ney.  The  Kgvidiai,  policeaud  other  were 
so  convinced  that  this  was  what  had  happened  that,  notwitiv 
standing  the  reward  of  a  thousand  pounds  which  I  offered  'or 
any  valuable  information,  (hey  could  scarcelv  he  pers„„de,rto 
conlinuo  the  search. 

.hir°"  ^""^  *^'"  "  ''''?'' ''"'  '''owing  and  1  understand  that  the 
been  fllM  in'"'-^'  '"  '  "''^^'"  """*  ""  '""'P""*'  would  have 
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Hn  iiimIiIimI  and  I  went  on.     "  Whiit  is  vour  o«ii  hfUfl 
voii  Ihiiik  (liiit  jhe  was  (Irowncd?  " 

II''  miinliTi'd  my  (|iiory  with  unoHiw  ol: 

"  Wh.il  (In  !iou  tliink!'" 

"  P  Oh:  .ilthough  I  havo  no  riflil  to  mi\  jo  I  dou'l  think 
til  all.  I  .ini  quite  sure  thill  she  was  mil  diownod;  (hat  the  is 
livMij.'  ill  ihis  moment.' 

••  Where?  " 

••  .X-^  In  Ihat  you  had  hetter  inquire  of  our  friends  llarOI  and 
.Marnl.     I  answered  drily. 

I'  What  have  you  to  bo  on,  Quatermain.'    There  is  no  elue." 

"  tin  (he  coTitrary  1  liold  that  there  are  a  pood  many  ihies. 
The  w  liile  Ejiplish  part  of  llie  story  in  which  \>e  were  eoiieerned 
and  llie  threats  ttiose  mysterious  eersons  uttered  are  the  lirst 
and  greatest  of  these  vines.  The  second  is  the  fai  t  lliat  vour 
liirmg  of  the  daliahiyeh  regardless  of  exjiensc  was  kuowii  a  loug 
time  hcfore  your  arrival  in  Egvpt,  for  I  suppose  vou  did  <o  in 
>our  own  name,  w Inch  is  not  exactly  that  of  Suiiih  or  Brown 
The  Ihird  is  vour  wife's  sleep-walking" proiiensities,  which  would 
have  made  it  quite  easy  for  her  to  he  drawn  ashore  inider  some 
kind  of  mesmeric-  influence.  The  fourth  is  that  vou  had  seen 
.\rahs  mounted  on  camels  upon  the  hanks  of  the  Nile,  Th" 
fifth  IS  the  heavy  sleep  yon  say  held  evervliodv  on  board  upon 
that  particular  night,  which  suggests  lo  me  lha'(  vour  food  may 
have  been  drugged.  The  sixth  is  the  apathy  disp'laved  hv  those 
employed  m  the  searcii,  which  suggests  to  me  that  some  person 
or  [lei'sons  m  authority  may  have  been  bribed,  as  is  common  in 
the  Est.  or  perhaps  frightened  with  threats  of  bewilclinient 
The  seventh  is  that  a  night  was  chosen.wlien  a  wind  blew  whicli 
would  obliterate  all  spoor  whether  of  men  or  of  switlly  travelling 
camels.  These  are  enough  lo  begin  wilh,  though  doubtless  if  I 
had  lime,  to  fhink  I  could  lind  others.  You  nnist  remember  too 
that  allhough  tlie  journey  would  te  long,  Ihis  counlrv  of  the 
hendah  can  doiiblless  be  reached  from  the  Sudan  hv  lliose  who 
know  the  road,  as  well  as  from  sonlliern  or  essleni  Africa." 

•'Then  you  think  llial  my  wife  has  been  kidnapped  hv  those 
villain'',  llariH  and  .Mari'il?  "  '  ' 

"Of  course,  though  villains  is  a  strong  term  lo  applv  to  them. 
'I'hey  uiigbt   be   quite  honest   men   ,iccordiiig  to  iheiV   peculiar 
hghls,  as  indeed  I  expect  they  are.     Itemeinber  that  tliey  serve 
a  god  or  a  fetish,  or  rather,  as  they  believe,  a  cod  iii  a  fetish 
who  to  them  doubtless  is  a  very  terrible  master,  especiallv  when 
as  1  understand,  that  eod  is  threatened  by  a  rival  god." 
"  Why  do  you  s.iy  lint,  Qnatermain?  "     . 
By  way  of  answer  I  repented  lo  him  the  slorv  which  Hans  Miid 
he  had  heard  from  the  old  wcmau  at  Beza,' the  town  ef  the. 


8J 


THE    IVORY   CHILD 


.It 

m 


comprehension),   «nd   fkeVXf  (  e  ^r.M       cmv^oflh'.'^  "-^ 

or  hren  taken  tmilier.  But  lior"  to  tlTo  vt  w.  l"^"'  '''■;"'"'' 
or  of  «„yl,ody  who  could  po.'ihl  ,ns  "  nh^V  ."''•'".•''"• 
So  at  l.ist  I  cnnip  tn  tho  rone  ,i '  on   t in     .,  'I'-'C'ntion. 

somewlicre  at  (ho  bottom  of  Z  Ni  ^o  ,  l  I,  'I'l'vT'  .""'^  ''" 
•■  Always  a  fooUsh  thing  to  do,'' Vrei^lli'd       "        ""'''"'" 
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Yon  will  say  ao  indeed  when  you  hear  file  end,  nualerranin 
My  bereavement  and  the  sleeplessness  which  it  caused  preyed 
upon  nio  so  much,  fop  now  that  the  child  was  dead  ray  w  ife  was 
everything  to  me,  that,  I  will  tell  you  the  truth,  my  braiu 
became  alfected  and  likn  Job  I  cursed  Cod  in  ray  heart  and 
determined  to  die.  Indeed  I  should  have  died  bv  my  own  hand 
had  it  not  been  for  Savage.  I  had  procured  the  laudanum  ami 
loaded  the  pistol  with  which  I  proposed  to  shoot  mvseU 
immediately  after  it  was  swallowed  so  that  there  might  be  no 
mistake.  One  night  only  a  couple  of  raonths  or  so  ago 
Quatermain,  I  sat  in  ray  study  at  Ragnall,  with  the  doors  locked 
as  I  thought,  writing  u  few  final  letters  before  I  dirt  the  deed. 
The  last  of  them  was  just  finished  about  t\\  A\r.  when  hearing  a 
noise,  I  looked  up  and  .saw  Savage  standing  before  me.  I  asked 
him  angrily  how  he  came  there  (I  suppose  he  must  have  had 
(mother  key  to  one  of  the  other  doors)  and  what  he  wanted 
Ignoring  the  first  part  of  the  question  he  replied : 

"  '  My  lord,  I  have  been  ttiinking  over  our  trouble  ' he  wa« 

with  us  in  Egypt—'  I  have  been  thiuking  so  much  that  it  ha? 
got  a  hold  of  ray  sleep.  To-night  as  you  said  you  did  not  want 
mo  any  more  and  I  was  tired,  I  went  to  bed  enrly  and  had  a 
rlreiim.  I  dreamed  I'l.tt  we  were  once  more  in  the  ehriibherv 
as  happened  some  year.-i  dgy,  and  that  the  little;  African  gent  who 
shot  like  a  hook,  was  showing  us  (lie  traces  of  those  two  black 
men,  just  u.<  he  did  wh  thev  tried  to  <.teal  lier  bidvship.  Then 
in  my  ilreflm  I  seem^il  ,  go  back  to  bed  and  ihart  beastly  snake 
which  we  found  Iviiig  uuder  the  parcel  in  th.;  rr^d  seemed  to 
follow  me.  When  I  b..d  y,*  to  sleep  iigffin,  alt  m  the  dream 
there  it  was  stjinding  on  it?  («il  ^t  the  end  of  the  bed  his-ing 
fill  it  «oke  uie.  Thei.  it  "-r^ike  hb  good  English  an/l  not  in 
AfiKan  as  might  have  t,  en  expi'etwj 

Savage  '  it  >Hif,.  ■  get  u<<  an4  <lf.s,s  vour-elf  and  go  at 
oiiue  an.l  tell  his  lord.?hi(i  to  liavel  to  .Xirf^rf  «nd  And  Mr  Allan 
QiKrtei'main  "  (you  rememljer  Hiat  was  fix-  African  g'ofleraaDs 
«miiie.  my  lord,  which  witli  >r,  many  .  omin?  and  going  in  tbis 
great  house.  I  tiinl  quiie  forgotten  until  f  hnd  the  dreom),  '  tmi 
Mr.  All.-.ii  Onuteriiijin, "  that  slimy  reptile  .vent  on,  opening  arwt 
r=riiittirii»  its  mouth  for  all  the  svorld  like  a  Christian  making  a 
l^wh.  ■'  for  he  will  have  sr.rnethins  to  tell  liim  as  to  lliat  whicji 
tills  Hiaile  a  hole  in  his  heart  that  is  (•..«■  (jHed  with  the  seven 
devils.  Fe  q.iick,  iJavage,  and  don';  slop  to  put  on  vour  shirt 
or  >..iiir  tie  .\  have  not,  iiiy  IoimI.  as  yon  inav  see'  ■■  He  is 
shut  .III  in  the  study,  but  yon  know  how  to 'get  into  It.  If  he 
will  not  lis!en  t'>  ,voii  let  him  look  round  flic  simlv  and  he  will 
see  .something  which  will  tell  him  that  this  is  a  true  dream." 
Til  "1  the  snake  vanished,  seeming  to  wriggle  down  the 
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besides  thn(  u|,o>,  nT    de,k      Now  L/i,  in    h      'r"'"'.'"^  '"F'P' 

Yoii  are  qu.te  right    Ouat.Tiuni,,      T  I,,hI  I   "    fcowrfnm.v 

a  lover  >  freak.  I  sui)|]oso.     When  wp  m I,.      L,        .  ■    ^- ■ 

romovert  al.hou.h  tll^  hra.s  roSo,,  \  ,,H      ^^  j?    "'I  "ief."r 
^oine  ovnrs.phl.     On  niv  mtiirn  lo  I'tiKl,,,,  I    ii,m-  mv  i^     f  '' 

«ill,  Ihn.,.  or  four  Uu-.acks  ,vUi,,h  I  romo,,,!^,  t  drovrtlil-ongl. 
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the  velvet  stuff  into  tho  paneUing,  using  a  lireiron  as  a  hammer 
At  the  tinip  I  thought  it  .,  good  juh  although  hv  accideut  I  <triicl( 
tlie  nail  of  (he  thinl  finger  of  my  left  h.-inrt  »o'liard  that  it  came 
oil.  Lixjk.  It  ha?  net  quite  llni^^bed  growing  again  "  and  he 
^^liowed  the  nnt'i-r  on  whieh  the  new  nail  «as  still  in  process  <>l 
lormatiorj  ' 

"  Welf,  as  1  walked   u|)  and  down  the  loom   -^ome  impulse 
.aiised  me  to  look  towards  this  pidure.     To  m\    Htonishnnnt 

saw  that  it  was  no  long.T  veiled,  atthoutrh  to  llie  Lest  of  mv 
lieliel  the  luitiiui  had  heen  drawn  over  it  as  lately  as  that 
aftermmn;  indeed  I  could  have  sworn  that  this  was  so"  I  eallpil 
to  Savage  to  hr.ng  the  lamp  that  stood  upon  mv  table  and  bv  its 
light  made  an  examination.  The  lurlain  was  drawn  back  verv 
tidily,  heing  fastenwl  in  its  plan.  ,  h.,ir  of  tlm  little  aleove  in 
means  of  a  thin  brass  chain  Also  along  on.'  .  .|..e  of  it  that 
which  1  had  nailed  to  tlie  panelling,  the  tintack-  wcr-  ^iill  in 
Iheir  [d..ces;  that  is.  three  of  them  were,  the  foiuMi  I  f,,niMl 
afterwards  upon  the  llnor. 
"She  h)oks  beautiful,  doesn't  slie,  m\  Ion).'  said  Savage 
and  please  tlod  so  w  -hall  -I ill  lind  her  touii.where  in  the 
world. 

"I  did  not  answer  hiiu,  or  ex^n  remark  upon  the  withdrawal 
of  the  curiam,  as  to  which  indt-wl  f  never  made  any  incpiirv  I 
suppose  that  it  was  done  by  some  zfalnii-  -crvant  wtiile  l' was 
(.retendin.g  to  cat  my  dinner— there  vxcrc  one  or  two  new  ones 
in  the  house  whose  names  and  apj.earance  I  did  not  kno- 
What  impressed  itself  upon  my  mind  was  that  he  face  which 
I  had  never  e.\pccled  to  see  again  on  the  earth  even  in  a 
picture,  was  once  more  given  to  my  eyct,  it  mattered  not  how 
Hus.  inmy  evcite,!  slate,  for  linidanum  w.iiling  to  be  swallowed 
and  a  pistol  at  full  cock  lor  liriiig  do  not  indui'e  calmness  in  „ 
man  already  almost  mad,  at  any  rate  until  Ihev  have  fulfilled 
their  olhces,  did  in  truth  a|.pear  to  me  l.i  be  something  of  the 
nature  of  a  sign  sucli  as  Ihal  -poken  of  in  Savage's  idiotic  dream, 
winch  f  was  to  find  if  '  1  looked  round  the  study.' 

"  •  Savage.'  I  said.  '  1  don't  think  much  of  voiir  dreams  about 
snakes  that  talk  to  yon.  but  I  do  think  Itiat  it  might  be  well  to 
see  Mr.  Ouatermain.  To-day  i-  Sunday  and  I  believe  that  the 
African  mail  sails  on  F,-ida>.  ilo  I,,  t„wu  early  to-morrow  and 
book  passages. 

"  Also  f  told  him  to  see  various  gunsmiths  and  bid  them  send 
down  a  selection  of  rifies  and  oilier  weapons  for  rae  lo  choose 
from,  as  t  did  not  know  whither  we  might  wander  in  Africa 
and  to  make  further  necessary  arrangements.  All  of  these 
lliings  he  did.  and — here  we  are." 


Ye<.  "    I   an-iwered    relleiliveh . 
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CHAPTER  Vlll 
THE   START 

.if>  m  ni.v  little  stable  nncl  nmngptnonl.s  were  miidr  for  the 
i^r  17,"'  "r*  ™''/'  '■ont.-.ining  tinned  loods,  etc.    which  h«d 

?^.;"t;trt^t=:"'"™' "'  "Hich'th^eX^i:^: 

ri,m-„'"''lhi";!.'  '';'""l\  •h'"y  «;''>'e  of  all  sons  from  ele.phnnt  irunfl 
».  .h  •  .•  '^.*  ™',"-*'  "'"'  ^^'^  ""'^'K-'l  'li^t  monev  could  b«v 
«t  the  time.     It  m«de  me  shiver  lo  think  wlmi  tho  h.ii  f^-  ..    ■ 

together  "'■'!  /'food  in  a  long  line  against  the  w"ll  ofmy  Vittin* 
room,  moved  o  d  Hans  to  a  kind  of  ecstas*.  Fovl  "ng  wX 
ho  contemplated  them,  patting  the  sto.-ks  one  after  the  other  an  1 

hi™  ^V.-"'  Vl-u   *';''«P»""^  ■•'■■^  ""-se  the  Baap  rould  kill  the  devil 

gf  ,ae'j.il;;-;iV!;;:-tJ:r;ut;:tHs'3^ 

remember.  For,  Haas,  ufter  all,  the  wife  of  one's  youth  often 
proves  more  tn  he  Irn.ted  than  the  fine  young  oner  a  man  buys 
m  fai6  age.  Also  one  knows  oil  her  faults,  but  who  am  X  how 
many  there  may  he  hidden  up  in  new  w^jmen  ho°v?ver  lWnt7 

^J^ip  ^^^^^^zi^  ^::^^-^J^iB 

hey  were  larce-hore  Snidrrs  that  had  ju.t  then  been  p„t  nn„n 
the  market   and  with  them,  j.noked  in  tin  cases,  «gA"t  ouanZ- 

0  ammunition.      Although   the  re.ulations  w;ATot  T^lref 

1  hen  as  I  hey  are  now.  I  nu.f  with  a  great  deal  of  dimVulfy  Tn 
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getting  all  fliij,  :,ii;,ftme.it  through  tli.-  Customs.    I.onl  Ragnall 
Thnv    r     '"  ■^»'i"l;  '"'d  <'"  oui'  giving  a  joint  un.liH.iki  i«  tliat 

mid  not  for  sole,  they  wpro  allow«l  tliro.iKJi,     Fortiinalo  did  it 
prove  for  us  >ii  after  days  that  tl.is  matter  was  arra„R,'d 
.  11  .h    'i"-^      ^'T  '■'"'  "'■"' '"  '""'  •  ""T'ltpd  to  Lord  Rugnall 
seemed   to  find  very   entertain;,,  .     Also   I   told   liin.   of  mv 

K.u"r!!rrM-°  '"«''"','"'>'■.'=  *'■'"""'•  "^  '■hairnian  of  the  Bona 
Fide  Gold  Mine  and  of  their  i  ■►'aiK.holv  end 

The  lesson  of  which  is,"  i,-  remarked  when  I  lu„f  (inished 
.hi.  1  't«*"''^«  »«"  '«  n""^<<i  ot  one  trade,  it  .Joe<  n,.|  follow- 
h«t  he  IS  master  of  anoll.er.  You  are,  I  should  judge,  one  of 
the  l.ne*t  shots  in  the  world,  yon  are  also  ,,  great  hunter  and 
exp  orer.  But  when  t  comes  to  eomiwnie-.  (.hiatermain--- 
rnlH  «•  '''^•'  *"".'  '  "US'"  <"  be  B'»t"fiil  lo  tlial  Bona  Fide 
vn,.^  «•"'"•  ^ince  I  g.ither  that  had  il  i,„i  bee,,  for  il  and  for 
your  rascfllly  friend,  Mr.  Jacob,  1  should  not  have  found  you 

hv".i!!r''.'  «?*".<'V'^'  ""  is  probable  that  you  would  not.  .is 
by  this  lime  I  might  Iwve  been  far  in  the  interior  wliere  a  man 
laiinot  be  traced  fnd  letters  do  not  reach  him    • 

n.i„»  ,','!•  """^'^  "  '"'■  l'"""'^''  ""l»ii-ies  "bout  the  affairs  of  the 
^  Ji  k'T  "'■■  ("'i'V'  ''"*■"  "'  ''■'•  pmket-book.  f  thong tt 
his  odd  but  concluded  that  he  wished  to  verifv  mv  s  a  emeuts 
l,.Jif.  .'"T""^  into  a  .lose  compa..ions|,ip  with  mo.  tlZ  ,v 
aught  he  knew  I  might  be  the  largest  liar  in  the  worH  and  a 
swindle^  to  boot  So  I  said  nothing'^  even  when  f  heard  thrZuh 
a  roundaho:.t  chanuel  o,i  the  moirow  that  he  had  ™o  iglHa 

n,L  ,^  ^-1  ^"?-  'oM""0'  "s  well  ||„i>b  will,  this  matter  at 
oiK-e.-the  astomsh.ng  ob  ect  of  these  in.p,i..|e.  was  mad,-  clea. 
to  me.     One  morning  I  foun.l  upon  n,v  l.,ble  .  whole    ,ipo 

niat  it  n.us  c.,me  from  duns  and  be  ,onne.-ted  with  tha  nfer^ 
mine.  Curiosity  and  n  desire  to  fa.e  the  worsf  I,"  ei-r  w 
U-nJ:%T'  ""■^"■'1  '.I""'  ^"'^h  "^  »  happened  rnvT  'o  ^ 
n  m  ";'  uf/  :!^'„'Tinf '"■  "■''".'•""'  I"'"K»^'"'  ■'  vote' of  conMen!" 
finlT«,i  ^Mndlne-up  nieeling.      By  the  time  that  it   was 

»  ran  •    ^  ^'"''  '"'■'  '"'""'""8  «"d  '•^ally  1  felt  quite  feinl 

ti,r  'I"?'"';''™  '^"';-I  k"™  that  I  was  putting  mv  monev  on 
Hie  r.gh.  hor...  when  T  sal.I  th,.  „11„t  ,L  thai  von  were  one 
of  the  sfraightest  th.it  ever  ran.  Well.  I  l.av,  .;.(  the  clieoSe 
sent  me  hy  the  law ve,- on  your  account,  being  ..axment  hi  fuH 
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for  eviTv  terlliing  I  investfrt  in  llic  Honii  Fide  Gnlil  Minf,  uwi 
I  fan  only  shv  timt  il  is  iiiiconiuioiily  ii^i'fiil.  Iitv  tlint  bii^tiness 
had  prellv  «p||  ( Imuii'd  mi'  oiii,  Ool  bk'ss  vou,  Mr 
Quatennuiii." 

I  opened  anollier  loiter,  unil  anotlier,  and  another.  Tliey  were 
all  to  the  same  effect.  l)e»  ildered  I  went  mi  to  the  stoep,  where 
I  found  Hans'  with  an  epistle  in  lii<  hand  which  he  requested 
me  to  he  good  enough  to  rend.  I  rea  I  il.  It  wa^  from  a  well- 
known  llrm  (if  local  lawyers  and  "aid  : 

"  0;i  behaU  of  Allan  Onatermaiu,  Ksq.,  we  beg  to  enclose 
you  draft  for  the  snm  of  46.50,  b.  .ag  the  value  of  the  interest 
in  thj  Bona  Fide  Gold  Company,  Limited  lin  liquidation;, 
which  stands  in  your  name  on  the  hooks  of  the  oonipany. 
Please  sign  enclosed  receipt  and  return  sume  to  ns  " 

Yes,  and  there  was  the  draft  for  tMO  sterling! 

I  explained  the  matter  In  Huns,  or  rather  f  translated  the 
document,  adding : 

"  You  see  yon  have  got  your  money  back  again.  But.  Hans, 
I  nevei-  sent  it;  I  don't  know  where  it' comes  from." 

"  Is  it  money.  Baas.'  "  asked  Hans,  surveying  the  drafl  with 
suspicion.  "  It  looks  very  much  like  the  other  bit  of  paper  for 
which  I  paid  money." 

Again  I  explained,  reiii  rating-  lliat  I  knew  nothing  of  the 
transaction. 

"  Well,,  Baas,"  he  said.  "  if  you  did  not  send  it  someone  did 
— perlwjis  your  father  the  reverend  Predikant,  who  sees  that 
vou  are  in  trouble  and  wishes  to  wash  your  name  white  again. 
M(i,inw'>ide,  Baas,  please  put  that  bit  of  pa(«er  in  your  pocket- 
book  and  keep  it  for  nie,  for  otherwise  I  niisid  he  teiri|ited  |o 
buy  square-face  with  it." 

"  iNo,  '  I  answered,  '  you  can  now  buy  your  land  h.ick,  or 
some  other  land,  and  there  will  he  no  liee'd  for  vou  to  come 
>ilh  me  to  the  lountry  of  the  Kendall." 

Hiins  thought  a  moment  and  then  very  d-'liberatelv  began  to 
l''rf  up  the  draft;  indeed  I  was  only  Justin  time  to  save  it  from 
destruction. 

■'  If  the  Baas  is  going  to  turn  me  off  Jiecause  of  this  paper," 
he  said      ■  I  wdl  make  it  small  and  lat  it." 

'Von  silly  old  fool,"  I  saiil  as  I  possessed  mvself  of  the 
iheqiie 

Then  the  .  onversation  was  interrupted,  for  who  should  appear 
iiul  Sammy    my  old  cook,  who  heg,'in  in  his  pompous  hinguage; 

•The  perfect  rectitude  of  vour  conduct.  Mr,  Quatermain, 
moves  me  lo  the  deepest  gratiinde,  though  indeed  I  wish  that 
I  had   put   som.-ihins   into   the   food  of   the  knave  ,Iacob  who 
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«  Bevere  if  not  0/  a  dongerous  order.    Mv  hoIdinR  in  the  eoh! 

h^llS!.*  I  n"'  .'•''" 'hort  and  Oed,  since  I  saw  yet  another  share- 
sDWer   *F^T"A'°t "'*,'""'.•  ""*  '"'""''  "ira  two  more  In'. 

aw  V  il,J  nfu  J?*.'',  "■"'""f  '"  ""y  "«'"•  "'y  'dea  being  to  put 
away  lUat  pile  of  letters.    In  so  doins  I  nhnprvoH  ihn>  >i?..l  ' 

en°v.lo'n"'  T'^r^'';.  """  ™°Sa!ly'''ro„V''i"t'  SoS>Th' 
envelope  and  glanced  at  its  contents.    Tticv  were  word  for  wnr,^ 

'cr,  a-^^  X'  v'?r.ts;r- "»« '-"""'"-  p^ ''""''• 

frnm1hJ?i"  "'""*/'  "^  brain  jvere  in  a  melliny-pot,  I  departed 
iiro™"  I'ouse  intoa  patdi  of  native  bush  that  i,  those  davs 
stiU  grew  upon  the  .«Iope  of  the  hill  hehind.    Here  I  "u  mv.Tlf 

"Advance,  friend,  and  oil's  well!" 

I  don't  know  that  7  need  eet  ou(  the  A«i„;\a  nt  ih»  i  . 

eqnallv  true  that  to  me  it  Is  a  «mp.U  H.  nJ     o  l„  tr,  11-         "  ." 
in  the  matter,  for  I  am  "nxto'u"   h  rej^^'  Sd™;?runo.^^T' 
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Mmely  (hat  I  li„ve  iny»fi!f  l,ou«ht  «ip  at  par  vulue  <i  tow  o(  llui 
debentures  TI.e  price  of  tl.em  «ill  pay  ti.e  lawycrV  and  " 
^"11'!  '«■•"•,  ■""'•'■over  they  ^.iv.  mea-.taliis  „.  l  slu.r.l.ol  I  !.■ 
wliicli  «i  I  .:imble  QIC  to  sue  Mr.  Jiirol.  (or  liii  fraud,  m  Io  wliirl, 

^tand  that  Miave  not  paid  off  any  sharos  still  standinu  in  lii« 
name  or  in  those  c.f  his  friei  N."  ■"uiiuiii(,  m  ni» 

Here  t  may  add  that  nolhin:.'  ever  come  of  this  „ction  for  the 
lawyers  fouifd  theni.rlv,  .  unabh.  to  s.rve  any  «Tit  m'.on  thai 
elusive  person.  Mr.  Jacob,  who  by  Ih.M  liad  proba  ,1  ' ad  ,n  od 
the  name  of  some  other  patriarch.  ""M'"u 

■•  f'2!V™ii".i"". ''°'".''"  "  '■''"''  """'"^  *^'''""  ''«  -onnlud..,!. 
1  can  t  call  tlial  n  whim  wh  ch  has  returned  fl  fion  ndil  t„ 
my  pockttt  th„t  I  had  lo.t  upon  a  pamhie.  Lord  lla",^-. 
„„mM  ^1"  '■'^""'"'''•^'■.  yu'tlerniain.  how  you  won  .t2.->0  upon  a 
gamble  at  my  place  and  what  you  did  with  it.  wh^c^"  un 
probably  represented  to  you  twenty  or  IKtv  lime,  what  t  would 
to  me?  AIco  if  that  nrxument  does  not  appeal  to  1  nmv 
remark  ll,.,t  t  do  not  expect  yon  to  pive  me  your  servi.e"  as  a 
professiniid  iMiiler  and  guide  for  nothing  - 

"  no„-  i-.'  """''"'■^f  ¥'"«  «n  "lis  Poiht  ,.nd  ipnorinR  the  rest 
now  we  coniu    0  business.     If  I  may  look  upon  this  am  on, 
as  salary,  a  very  handsome  sal.iry  by  tlie  wav,  'paid  i    a  Ivance 
you  takiiiR  the  risks  of  my  dyin/or  hecoluii  r    ncapa -itaed 
before  1    is  earned.  I  will  «ay  no  more  of  the  matter    '        ol 
mus    W'fnse  to  accept  what  is  an  unearned  Lift  " 

I  eoiifess  Quatermain,  that  I  ,li,|  not  rej/ard  it  in  that  licht 
though  f  might  have  been  willing  to  call  it  «  retaining  f"  low'; 
ever,  do  not  let  us  wranule  ahont  nionev  anv  niorf  \Vl  can 
always  settle  our  aoojnnts  when  the  bill  is  add"d  up     f  ev^ 

Sn"^i';i/r-  r'^""'  !"'  "'  '"""  """<"•"  i-OPortant    ffa  is  •• 
,J.LZ,     "  '"  'I'scussing  the  scheme,  route  and  details  of  our 
herp  wl.  '°T'-{   ,  '^''l'^'""""-«    'J''inB    practically    no    object 
there  were  several  plans  open  to  11s.    Wp  might  sail  up  the  con.t 
a..d  go  by  Kihva.  as  f  bad  done  on   the  search  for  the  7olv 
nower.  or  we  might  retrace  the  line  of  our  retreat  from  the 
Mazilu  country  which  ran  Ihrongh  Znlnbin,!.    Again    w™mi  d  t 
advance  bv  whatever  mad  «e  selected  with  a  small  arn"v  0 
drilled  and  disciplined  retainers,  trusting  to  force  to  break  a  way 
nanied   r  dvl',';^'"""'-    P'  "''  '"'^'"- «"  "rnctically  una  com^ 
ends,     lach  of  these  alternatrvcs  had  so  much  to  recommend  it 
.and  ye    presented  so  m.any  difficllies.  that  afl.T  Innrhon  "  0 
discussion,  tor  this  talk  was  renewed  again  aad  ajain   T"  mnd 
It  quite  mipo^iWe  to  decide  upon  anv  one  of  them.  e. nc'laUv 
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0  1  ..  (cil,  r,   ,m-  iiol.'.    A  niimite  later  Hmii^  slinfll.d  in,  -.luikiii- 

III'  ^trenjith  of  lus  iTliirn  to  iMmnu-,'.  f,,,-  i|  „„<  n.i^i,,.-  n, 
side,    ami    squatted    liiinsrif    dowi oi,  tli-    n„or    all.. 

from  llie  l,ai.^.„,«  lamp  1„.  looke.l,   I  romrnil,,.,-,  exadh   lik.." 
H.orm,M,.  a,Ml  a„ti,,„e   toad.      I   threw   l,i,a  a  piece         lol  ,e 
ulnel,  he  thrust  mto  his  eoru-.oh  pipe  and  lit  will,  a  u,atel, 
-„.■  ,"","'"'■;. 'a ''-■d  "le,      he  s.iid  «h.-„  it  ua-  drawinL-  to  his 
snti.sfae  ,011,      what  does  the  Baas  want  of  Hans  v         "  '"  "' 
Light  in  darkness!"  I  replied,  plawnf!  on  lijs  uative  nann. 
and  proceeded  I,)  set  out  tlie  whole  case  to  |,iu,  "'  ' 

le  listened  without  a  word,  then  asked  for  a  sm.dl  (-lass  of 
8"  ,  winch  I  gave  him  douhtfuUy.     Having  swallowe  I  Ih  s  at 

"  I  think  the  Baas  will  do  well  not  to  .„  to  Kilwa  sjr,oe  it 
means  waiting  for  a  ship,  or  hiring  one;  aN.,  there  may  he  no,' 
slave.|,.ulers  there  by  now  who  will  hear  hi,n  no  lo  e  le,  "u  e 
of  a  lesson  he  taught  them  a  while  ago.    On  the  other  linh. 

name  of  Maeumazana  is  one  well  known.    1  thiid;  also  that    I  e 
Baas  would   d«   well   not   to  take  t.,o  manv  men.   who   make 
marc Iiing  slo»v    o.,ly  a  wagon  or  two  and  some  ,  river"  v  lilch 
•  might  be  sent  hack  when  they  can  go  no  farther     From  /„ 
and  mes.sengers  can  be  dispatched  lo  the  .Ma.itu,  whoTove  vo 
and  Bans,  or  whoever  is  king  theie  to-dav  will  order  1  e" reis  t o 
meetiis  on  the  rood,  until  which  time  we  can  hi.voth  e,  1^.  re  < 
m  Zululam  ,     The  old  woman  at  l!ez„-To«„  to  d  ,n     ,  nreme r 
as  yo,,  will  remember,  that  Ihe  Kendal,  are  a  verv  gr"  t  pmVe 

vhr,i'" ''i:'  "rTT"  t"'  "'"  ""*'"■  """^  i-  .rd-M- 1  er' ",  r 

,n  11  I-  "•;""'  ^''  ;';'"*-  rherefoiv  „„  rom.  that  V  1 
oul.i  take  with  you  and  feed  upon  a  road  without  water  wo, 
he  s  rong  enough  to  knock  down  their  g.ales  like  .„,  elenlianf 
mid  It  seems  better  that  you  should  Irv  to  ere  ^hI  migh  them 
hke_a  wise  snake,  although  th,.y  appear  to  he  sh  ,t  i,  o,,r  f  ™ 
Perhaps  also  Ihey  will  not  he  sl„it  since  did  vo,    ,  ot  s  v  ||nt 

.hro,;J,i';he''nA'"*  ""'■'""  ''™""^^-'  '»  ">•"■'  ^''■■'  -"  *■"-'•■  you 

ih;?];:;;i;;:r7K.dir^"^-'' .-..!..  ,o  ge,  i,, 

Last  of  all,  Itaas,   if  you  lake  manv  u,..,,  armed  with  "nn- 

nerh'"'''M^"i'  "'  """  ''■""'"''  l"*"f""  "f  "I'omT  (ol      VH.      i  i 
perhaps    think    ymi   conn-   to   make    war.    whal,.ver    the     v  , 
Kendah  may  say.  and  kill  ,k  ,dl.   .,,  hcrca-  if  ^ve  le       ,  .'       . 


perchance  they  'will  let  us 


pass  ill  peace.     I  |bi„)c  ||,at  j^  all, 
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for. 


inc  if  my  words 


Bane.     [.!■(  I  hi'  Haii-  (iml  the  I.umI  Iv'' 
iire  foulith.  ' 

llrrc  1  should  oxphiiii  Ih^il  ■  Jji,-ii<  "  wiis  the  imuir  whi.li  th<- 
nnlive;'  hnd  fjivm  lo  Lord  Mii^-null  lieruii-i-  of  hi-  ii|.|)p«ninc'c 
The  Hiircl  niejiiis  a  liaiidsoiue  iier:ion  iu  lln'  /iilii  loiigiie.  Siivage 
tliey  called  ■  Bena/'  I  doiil  i|iiite  know  whv.  ■  B<iiii  "  in  Zulu 
means  hi  push  oul  the  hrea^t  and  i  niav  he  that  the  name  was 
a  rnniidahout  nllnsion  lo  the  prond  appearane^  of  the  dignified 
■  iv,iL:o,  oi'  pos^ihly  il  had  i^onie  other  recondite  -ipnilicalion  \l 
any  rale  Lord  BafiJiall,  Han»  and  nivself  knew  llie  splendid 
Nivage  thi'iiceforward  hy  the  homely  appellation  of  Beans.  His 
mnslir  said  it  sniied  him  very  well  tieeanse  he  wa<  so  grceu. 

"  The  advice  seems  wise.  Hans.  Go  now.  .No.  no  more  gin  " 
I  answered.  ' 

\s  a  mailer  of  fact  carefnl  consideralion  convinced  ns  il  >va< 
>o  wise  that  we  acled  on  il  down  to  the  la>t  detail. 

So  il  came  about  that  one  Dne  afternoon  ahont  n  fortnight 
later,  for  hnrry  as  we  would  our  preparations  took  a  lillle  lime, 
Nve  trekked  for  Znlnland  over  Mie  sanilv  ro:id-  thai  ran  froni 
the  outskirts  of  Durhan.  Our  Imsgage  and  stores  were  stowed 
ill  l\M.  I.hII  |i-id.'d  u,,;.-.)ns,  \.r,\  good  ■,.:i-i.n-  >iMce  .■vcr\lhiug 
we  hnd  with  us  was  llie  best  that  monev  iduld  bnv.  the  after- 
part  of  whn.h  served  ns  as  sleeping-pla.-i's  at  night.  Han.s  sat  " 
on  tlie  mnr-Lhxc  m-  driving-sear  of  one  of  the  wagons:  Lord 
Kagnall.  Savage  and  1  were  mounted  upon  "  salted  "  horses, 
that  is,  horses  which  h.id  recovered  from  and  were  therefore 
supposed  lo  ho  proof  against  the  dre«dfid  -ickness,  valiiahle  and  ' 
docile  animals  which  were  trained  to  sliouling. 

At  on-  slart  a  liltle  contretemps  occurred.  To  mv  amazement 
I  saw  Savage,  who  insisted  upon  conlinuing  lo  wear  his  funerpnl 
upper  servant's  cut-away  coat,  engaged  with  grim  determination 
m  mounting  his  steed  from  the  wrong  side.  Fte  got  into  I  he 
saddle  somehow,  but  there  was  worse  to  follow.  The  horse 
astonished  at  such  treatment,  bolted  a  little  wav,  Savaee  sawing 
at  its  mouth.  Lop-d  Hagnall  and  I  cantered  after  it  past  the 
wagons,  fearing  disaster.  All  of  a  sudden  it  swerved  violently 
and  Savage  Dew  into  the  air.  landin!.'  heavilv  in  a  sitting  posture" 

"  I'oov  Beans:"  ejaculated  Hagnall  as  w'e  sped  forward.  "  i 
expect  there  is  an  end  of  his  jonnieyings." 

To  onr  surprise,  however,  we  saw  him  leap  from  Ihe  ground 
with  II."  most  marvellon--  agility  and  becin  to  dance  »liu„t 
slappnig  at  his  posterior  parts  .and  shouting 

■■  Ta!;e  il  off!     Kill  ill" 

A  few  seconds  later  we  di-mvi  red  lh<'  re:, son.  The  lior-e  had 
-hied  at  ,  :  lecping  pnff  adder  which  «„s  .■uHcd  up  in  the  sand 
of  that  hi  lie  frequented  road   and  on  this  puff  adder  Savage  had 
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dPscc-nded  with  so  much  force,  U,v  he  wei^h".!  thirteen  stoDP 
that  tlie  crcniure  wiis  ^qiiafhrd  quite  lint  i.nd  never  stirred 
again.  Thi=,  however,  he  did  not  notice  in  liis  agitation  hciuR 
eoiivineed  indeed  tliat  it  was  hanping  to  liim  behind  lilte  « 
bulldog.  . 

■'  SnalcesI  my  lord,"  he  exclaimed,  when  at  last  nftir  enreful 
search  we  demonstrated  to  liim  that  the  adder  had  died  before 
It  eould  come  into  action, 
_  "  I  hate    cm,  m.y  lord,  and  thev  haunts  "  (he  "eid   'auntsi 

me.     If  ever  I  get  out  of  this  I'll  go  and  livA  i„  Ireland    mv 
lord,  where  ttiey  say  there  ain't  none.     Rul  it  i-n't  likely  that 
I  «hall,     he  added  mournfully,    ■  for  the  omen  if5  horrid  "" 
1  -i)    1  .,""'  '■"!'''''"•>■."  '  answered,  "  it  is  S[deridid.  for  you  h«v,. 
lava  '    ••  "  "°'  ""^  '""'"'  -'""•     '  ''"'"'  ''"^  ''  ''■'"'  "'"'  '''^'''' 

After  this  the  Kaflrs  gave  Savage  a  secnim  verv  long  .name 
which  meint  "  He-who.sif;-do«n-on-snalves-and-"makes-thcm- 
llat.  Having  remounted  him  on  liis  horse,  which  wa.?  standing 
pntientlv  a  f,nv  jards  away,  at  length  we  got  oft.  I  lingered  a 
minute  behind  the  others  to  give  some  directions  to  my  old 
Oriqua  gardener,  Jack,  who  snivelled  at  parting  with  me,  and 
.0  l^ake  a  ast  look  at  my  little  home.  Alack!  I  feared  it  might 
be  Uie  Inst  indeed,  knowing  as  I  did  tliat  this  was  n  dangerous 
enterprise  upon  which  1  found  myself  emhnrked,  I  who  had 
vowed  that  I  would  be  done  with  danger 

With  a  lump  ill  my  throat  I  turned  from  the  eontem[dation 
of  that  peaceful  dwellm?  and  happy  garden  in  which  each  tree 
and  plant  was  dear  to  me,  and  waving  a  .cood-hye  to  Jack 
<'nntered  on  to  where  Ragnall  was  waiting  for  me 

"I  am  afraid  this  is  rather  a  sad  hour  for  vou,  who  are 
leaving  your  l;ttle  boy  and  your  home,"  he  said  gently,  "  to  face 
unknown  penis. 

"  Not  so  .sad  a.5  others  I  have  passed,"  I  answered.  "  and  neris 
are  my  daily  bread  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  Moreover,  what- 
ever it  is  for  me  it  is  for  you  also." 

"  .No  Ouatermain.  For  me  it  is  an  hour  of  hope;  a  faint  hone, 
I  admit,  but  tlie  only  one  left,  for  the  letters  I  got  la«t  nidhf 
from  Egypt  and  England  report  that  no  clue  whatsoever  has 
been  found,  and  indeed  that  the  search  for  anv  has  been  aban- 
doned, -ies  I  follow  the  last  star  left  in  mv  skv  and  if  it  sets 
1  hope  that  I  may  set  also,  at  any  rate  to  this  world.  Therefore 
lam  happier  than  I  have  been  for  months,  thanks  to  vou,"  and 
he  stretched  out  his  hand,  which  I  shook. 

It  was  a  token  of  friendship  and  mutual  confidence  which  I 
am  glad  to  say  nothing  that  happened  afterwards  ever  di>turhed 
for  u  moment. 


i;hai'ter  IX 

THE   MEETIMi   l.\    TIIE   llESEHT 

or"';!"!,','?  I^Vn'Tl"  '^Ti';''"'  "'•'  ""'•  '"'"■'"■>■  '"  K*'"'J"hl«nd, 

1 ';  -h;!;  ,h'" ""'  "■'"' "  ;•■"  """""^'  •"'^■•■"""■-.  ^i^o  s-m, ' 

h.i  U.e  widuKit.,...  K,  >ot  „ll  tl.e^..  m.itl.Ts  doan  l.-t  it  1,,' 
s ulhcif,,!  the.,,  I„  say  tlu,t  allliouL.I,  ,uvi„L'  U,  politi,-ul  .vei.  s 
.■  .oiinrv  h„,,„„,ed  to  bo  ruHwr  .U.UuM  at  th,-  lime,™,. 
lekkPd  tlirongli  /ululand  withnut  aiiv  arent  dimniltv  For 
tiere  mv  name  «as  a  power  in  the  land  and  all  parties'  „„i,ert 

ne-^e, !;.,."";;  If ?"m'  l""'  '  "'"'"'""^  ''■'  'l^'""l'  'hree 
messengers,  half-hred  border  men,  lean  fellows  and  swift  of  foot 
forward  to  the  kin^  of  the  .Manila,  a^  Hans  had  ,-         ",e     tCt 

I  St  ould  do    advising  hin,  that   his   <,bl  friends umazanu 

>Vatcher-hy.N,ght.  and  the  yelKnv  man  who  was  nani  Tl  iX: 
in. Darkness  and  Lord-of-lhe-rire,  wore  ahont  t«  visit  Wm  S 

..t,  Y  \r^  '""'''  '"■".'"'''■  ""■  '"'"""'  bevond  a  eortain 
■Tv  ,l„  '"'  "";«',«»^  "  ■■iver  railed  the  Lnba.  untordahle  bv 
anylhmsr  on    wheels,    (   rei|ne-ted    hin,,    moreover     to    -end    i, 

n,'e"f'',r  r,  "l  "  V'f"'"''  "' ■'  ""*^'"   ""•  "<'e-sarv    t 

o  b,l   'o,  •';"'"'  "'  ""'  '•'^••''  ■"  •'  -^l-t  "lii'-h  was  ki^own 

to  boll,  01  ..-,  Ihese  words  the  rnesseni-ers  promised  to  deliver 
for  a  fee  of  l,v,.    ,ead  of  eattle  apieee    to  he  paid  on  their  returi, 

or  to  their  fan, s   if  they  died  on  the  road,   which  e.atlle  we 

purchased  and  left  in  eharge  of  a  ehief.  wlm  was  Iheir  kinsm, 
.\s  It  hapiieneil  two  of  Ihe  I'oor  fellows  did  die,  one  of  Ihem  of 
cold  >n  a  s^wamp  thron.irli  whirl,  Ihey  look  a  short  rut,  and  the 
other  at  the  tee  h  of  a  hniim-y  lion.     The  third,  however,  wii 
llirout'l,  and  deliver^ed  the  message 

tn^ve  n^!i"f  '"'■  "  '^"■•"'?''"  '"'il'"  »o>'lli"''i,  parts  of  Ziiluland. 

to  give  tmie  to  ,Mir  wayworn  ox o  get  some  tlesh  on  thch- 

bones  H,  the  warn,  bushveld  whc'i-e  grass  was  plentiful  eve,    i, 

the  dry  <e.=oy.  we  trekked  forwai-d  by  a  roiile'  known  to  lla  , 

ami  myself.     Indeed  ,t  was  the  same  uhirh  we  had  followed  on 
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ifli'i-  Diir  fx|icililion  in  scnnh  fo 


our  joiinip.v  from  M/iziliiliiiid 
Hip  Holy  I'lowiT.        « 

\Vi'  rook  Willi  ii<  ,-,  -iii.ill  .iriiiv  (if  Zulu  tjciriT-^  Tlii- 
iimiiiiii-'li  llii'.v  wnv  ilini.iill  III  fi-iMl  ill  ;i  romilry  wlipre  no  mn 
riiiild  hr  IkiiivIiI,  |i|'civciI  fdiluiiiito  in  llii-  i-ni],  since  so  iniinv  o 
our  caltl,.  ilicd  rroni  Iseisp  bile  that  we  \\,-t,-  olili^ipd  I,,  ahumloi 
one  of  Ihc  «af!Oiis,  which  meant  that  the  ^.'ooils  ||  conlaiiieil  niiisl 
he  cann'cl  liy  men.  Al  lenvlli  »e  n.ailicl  the  l.aiiks  nt  Ihe  river 
anil  caiiipeij  there  one  nif-'lil  li.\   three  (all  peaks  of  rock  whidi 

"•  •'■">"'■'  '''I ■■  The  Three  Itoilors,"  where  1  had  inslructeil 

Ihe  messengers  lo  tell  the  Ma/.itii  to  send  lo  meet  us.  For  foui 
da>s  we  remained  here,  since  rains  in  the  interior  had  made  the 
liver  iinitc  impassable.  Kveiy  inorniiifi  I  climbed  the  tallest  ni 
the  IJoclors  ■  and  with  my  jilasses  looked  over  its  broad 
yellow  Hood,  searching  the  wide,  imsh-clad  land  beyond  in  the 
hope  III  discoMTiiif;  Ihe  Maziln  advancing'  lo  meet' us.  Not  a 
man  was  to  he  seen,  however,  and  on  the  fourth  eveninK  as 
Ihe  river  had  now  become  fordable,  we  delermined  that  we 
would  cross  on  the  morrow,  leavins;  the  remainiiif;  Wairon 
w  nch  It  was  impossible  lo  draff  over  ils  rocky  bottom,  to  be 
taken  back  lo  .Vilal  by  our  drivers. 

Here  a  dillicnlty  arose.  No  promise  ot  reward  would  induce 
any  of  oiir  Zulu  bearers  even  to  wet  their  feet  in  the  waters  of 
I  Ins  River  Liiba,  which  for  some  reason  I  oat  I  could  not  extract 
from  them  Ihey  declared  to  be  (i(i,,/(i,  that  is,  bewitched  to 
people  of  Ibeir  lilooi  When  I  pointed  out  that  three  Zulus 
had  already  undertaken  to  cross  it.  tliev  c-iswci-ed  that  those 
men  wore  liall-breeus.  so  that  for  tjieni  it  was  oiilv  half 
bewitched,  hui  Ihey  IhoiiphI  that  even  so  one  or  more  of  them 
would  pay  Ihe  penalty  of  death  for  this  rash  crime 

It  chanced  that  this  happened,  for,  as  I  have  said,  two  of  the 
poor  fellows  did  die,  though  not.  I  think,  owins  to  the  maijical 
l.roperlies  of  the  waters  ot  Ihe  l.uba.  This  is  how  African 
su[ierslitioiis  are  ke|it  alive.  Sooner  or  later  some  savinif  of 
the  sort  fullils  itself  and  then  ihe  inslance  is  remembered  ami 
f'.rinded  down  for  generations,  while  othiT  instances  in  which 
iiothinK  out  of  the  common  has  occurred  are  not  heeded  or  are 
forgotten. 

This  decision  on  the  part  of  those  si„|,i,i  z„ius  put  us  in  an 
awkward  lix,  sinie  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  carrv  over  all 
our  baggage  and  ammunition  without  help.  Therefore  glad  was 
I  when  before. dawn  on  the  liflb  morning  the  nocturnal  Hans 
crept  into  the  wagon,  in  the  after  |iart  of  which  ftagiiall  and 
I  wer,'  sleeping  ."id  informed  iis  that  he  heard  mens  voices  on 
the  farther  side  of  Ihe  river,  thongli  how  he  could  bear  anvthing 
(ihove  that  roar  of  water  passed  my  comprchensiou. 

Al  the  first  break  of  dawn  a.&dii  we  climbed  Ihe  tallest  of  the 
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■  noctor  ■•  rnrks  niid  sh.ml  i„to  t|„.  mist       \t  \,.„.,,,  i(  r,.ll,.,l 

£,:i;s  ,H;:r.r;i„; '-™'-  '■«"'.»"■  ;i»'. 

^.y,m,.«..  should  w,.,.  so  .„. ;::^t::  rii;;;;;' «,„;;,:;;; 

hoiiifnif'.'hT  ""■"'  V"  '""  '"■^•'""■•''    '»"   l<""""l«  "I.Ml   miL'l.l 

r..ni„„e-o„,.  «|,oso  wit  saved  ns  i„  t|,o  l,,-,tll..„    th"  r.t        n,ii 

^^'i^rS'^^'Jh-Us;;:^^^-'" -^ '--  "i^Moti:::; 

He  .-ontprnfiliited  then,  for  „  moment,  then  s,,i,| 

.    This       pomlinf!   to   Rii-nnll.   •■  is   ,-i    prciil    lof,l     ImiI    tl,|-' 

■'Th'f  *"  ^'""'■T-  »""  ""^  •U"''l>  th,~  heller  !ri  o     h  '       o 
IS  but  a  eoek  of  the  aslipit  arraved  in  an  ea-  les    eatl^  r 

::nitJ;""  ""•  "•""^"""' '""  '""'■ "'"'"  -u:e,l';,a,!:"/^' :■,„;: 

A>hf  t.     who  anioupst  niunv  oilier  merit-  had  that  of  heiriL-   ,„ 
.•xeolent  eo,d,-,   I  heard  all  the  „e„s.     Haus  ihe  kin!  \  a     l" 

S  ;n,;::\S";s  ;;r;;  ;;;;:■  ;si::H 

had    hee.i    seen,    or   of    the    I>om™   either,    thonL-l  "uaX 

derlarerl  that  their  L'hosls.  „r  (l,o,:e  of  their  vie  im-     .1    1         .  ^ 
|h.  isl.nd  in  the  take      That  wa-  ,U.  I'^epui™?!  U     ,^^t 
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Aftpr  bri-nkfii-it,  I  n(lflrc?''<P(1  and  sriit  nway  oiir  Zulus,  p«oh 
Willi  a  hiiiHl<mri(-  prc-ciil  from  tin:  trade  uiiihN,  !!iviii(r  iiilo  Itipir 
I'liai'vc  till'  I'l'inairiiiiu  uajjmi  and  our  sf-rvanls,  iiorin  <i(  wliom, 
<omc\vli,it  to  my  ri'iii'f,  wi^^liiMl  lo  an(iiit|iany  us  faillni-,  Thev 
sauft  ttirir  -nny  of  ;;(iod-hyi',  --alulnd  and  dt'fiarlcd  (tviT  tti''  risf, 
still  lciiil,ihf;  hungrily  lichind  Ihini  al  the  Mazitu.  and  wi'  nnv 
very  (di'aM'd  In  see  the  last  of  llii'in  without  lilooilshi'il  cir  trnuldo. 

WhPii  WI'  had  watchod  Iho  white  tilt  of  Mic  waj-'on  vanish,  wj 
set  to  work  to  j/et  ourselves  and  onr  .uooils  aeross  the  river. 
This  we  aeeoniplished  safely,  tor  the  Mazitii  worked  for 
IIS  like  friends  and  not  as  do  hired  men.  (In  the  farther  hank, 
however,  it  took  us  two  full  days  so  to  dividi;  up  tin'  loads  that 
the  bearers  eould  enrry  them  without  heinj;  ovi'riaden. 

.Vt  leiinlh  all  was  arraiiRed  anil  we  started.  Of  the  month's 
irek  that  followed  there  is  nothiiif,'  to  lell,  except  that  w.- 
eompleled  it  without  iiotaMe  accidents  and  at  last  reached  th^' 
new  Riva-Tow  n.  which  much  resembled  the  olil.  where  we  were 
,irrordeil  n  prent  public  rerenlion,  liaiisi  II,  himself  headed  the 
procession  which  met  us  outside  the  south  Mate  on  that  very 
mound  which  we  had  occupied  in  the  '.'rent  \\fih\.  where  the 
hones  of  the  jiallant  Nfavovo  and  my  other  hunters  lay  buried, 
/Minost  did  it  seem  to  me  as  thoneh  I  could  hear  their  deep 
voices  joiniuR  in  the  shouts  of  wehome. 

That  nijjht,  while  the  Mazitu  fe.isted  in  our  honour,  we  held 
an  iiiitdha  In  the  big  new  uno^l  hoii>.'  with  Raiisi  II..  a  pleasant- 
faced  yoiMiK  man,  and  old  Hahemha.  The  kinjr  asked  us  how 
loiiK  we  meant  to  stay  at  Heza-Town.  intimaliim  his  hope  that 
I  he  visit  would  be  prolonged.  I  ri'plied,  hilt  a  few  davs  a?  we 
were  travelliiifr  far  to  the  north  to  lind  a  peo|de  called  the  Kendah 
whom  we  wished  to  see,  and  hoped  that  he  would  give  us 
bearers  to  carry  our  poods  as  far  as  the  coiilines  of  their  cour  .y. 
Al  the  name  of  Kendah  a  look  of  astonishment  appeared  .pon 
I  heir  faces  and  Habemba  said  : 

"  Has  madness  seized  you,  Maciimazana,  that  vou  would 
attempt  this  thine,'     Oh!  surely  you  must  be  mad." 

"  Yon  thoiipht  us  mad.  Rabemlia,  when  we  crossed  the  lake  to 
Kiea  Town,  yet  we  cmie  back  safely," 

'■  True,  Maciimazana,  but  compared  to  the  Kend'ih  the  Pnn?o 
were  but  as  the  smallest  star  before  llie  face  of  the  snn," 

'■  What  do  you  know  of  them  then?  "  I  askeil,     "  Tint  slay 

before  you  answer,  I  will  si.enk  what  I  know,"  and  T  repeated 
what  I  had  learned  from  llaiis,  who  confirmed  mv  v  irds,  and 
from  llarrtl  and  MariH,  leavins  out,  however,  aiiv  Mention  of 
their  dealinffs  *vilh  Lndv  Rairnall, 

"  It  is  all  true.  '  said  Hahemha  when  I  had  Hiiished,  "  for  that 
old  woman  of  whom  T.isht-in-the-nnrkness  spenks.  was  one  of 
the  wives  of  my  uncle  and  I  knew  her  w  ell.     Hearken  !     These 
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KVndnh  iirc  a  tprrible  niiliiin  ami  rniiiillc-s  in  iinmhpr  nml  of  nil 
ponpii'  the  finrc.'st.     Thi^ir  kin,   is  ciIIp.!  Sinih.i,   which  ii\i;,u< 

Lion.     !!(■  \\hr)  rules  j„  niwiivs  ('iilliil  .<iniii.i,  .inil  h:is  I n  „, 

chIIimI  tor  hiinilnils  of  vpiirs.     Ke  is  of  Ih.'  Hlin  k  Kntidiili  wIiom- 
jrod   is  till'  I'h'phnnt  Jaim.   hut  ii<   lj);hl-iii-li,irkni'ss   hiis   siiiil. 

thepi'  an'  also  the  Whilr  Kpfiilah  \>  ho  ari'  Arali  in Ihc  |irii's|v 

and  tnidrvs  of  the  |ii'0|iln      The  Kiiidah  uill  allow  no  stnint'er 
within  Ihfii'  door-:  if  one  I'onics  thev  kill  him  liv  toniieni,  or 
blind  him  ami  tnrn  him  ont  into  the  desert  which  snijcnml- 
thcir  coiintrv.  there  to  die      These  thiiits  the  old  woman  who 
married  my  nnele  lolrt  me.  as  she  told  them  to  l,i:'hl-in-llarkiiess 
also  I  have  heard  lh>'m  from  olhers,  ami  what  she  did  not  tell 
niR,   th.it   the  Whiti^  Kendall  are   <;real   breeders  of  the   hea-ts 
railed  camels  which  they  sell  to  tlie  .Arabs  of  the  north,     (io  nol 
near  tliem,   for  if  yon   pass  the  desert  the   Hlack    Kend.-.h  will 
kill  yon:  anfl  if  yon  escape  these,  then  thi'ir  kirif.'.  Simt)a.  will 
kill  yon;  and  if  yon  escape  him.   Ihcri  tlieir  eod  .lan.i  will  kill 
yon:  and  if  yon  escape  him,  then  their  whili-  |irie-ts  will  kill  von 
with  their  mngic.     Oh!  loiip  befire  von  look  upon  the  faces  of 
tliosc  priests  yon  will  he  dead  many  lime^  over." 
I'  Then  why  did  they  ask  me  Io  visit  them,  nabemhip  " 
"  T  know  ihjI,  .Macnmazana,  hut  perhaps  becanse  Ihi'v  v  islii>d 
Io  make  an  offeriiiR  of  yon  to  the  coil  .lana.  wlK.rn  no  >pear  can 
harm;  no,  nor  cen  your  bullets  that  pi^-rcc  a  Ireiv" 
•'I   am    willina   to  make   Iri.il   of   thai    mailer."   I    answereil 

conlideidly,  '■and  any  way  we  mns|  po  to  si'e  Ihcse  lliinL's  for 

ourselves." 

"  Yes."  echoed  RaL-nall.  "  we  miisl  ccrtainlv  po."  while  eve  ■ 

Savat'p.  for  I  had  been  IranslalinK  Io  tlii>m  all  ibis  while,  nodded 

his  head  althonph  he  looked  as  (lioiiL'h  he  would  iiinch  rattier 

stay  behind. 
"Ask  him  if  there  are  any  snakes  there,  sir. 

foolishly  enoiifjh  I  pnl   the  qnestion  to  irive 

of  other  thines. 

"  Yes,  0  Bena.     Yes,  0  Cock  of  the  .\shtiit."  replied  PaheniKi 

"  My  uncle's  Kendah  wife  tcdd  me  that  one  of  Ihe  trnardians  of 

the  shrine  of  the  White  Kend.ih  is  such  a  snake  as  was  never 

seen  elsewhere  in  the  world." 

"Then  say  to  him,  sir."  said  Savape  when  I  had  tran-lated 

almost  automalically,  "  that  shrim'  ain't  a  chnrch  where  I  shall 

ffo  to  say  mv  prayers." 
Alas!  poor  Savape  little  knew  Ihe  future  aiiil  its  pifls. 
Then  we  came  to  the  qnestion  of  bearers.     The  end  of  it  was 

that  after  some  hesitation  Itansi  If.,  because  of  his  areal  afl'ertion 

for  us.  promised  In  provide  us  with  these  npcm  our  solemnly 

underlakint;  to  (lismi*  them  at  the  borders  of  Ihe  desert,  "  iio 

that  they  might  escape  onr  doom    "  as  ho  remarked  cheerfnilv 


he  said,  and 
time  to  think 
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Koiir  days  'rttpr  wi'  -tiii'd'd.  ni(nni(iaiiifil  ti>  ahdiil  mio  hiimlrfd 
iinii  IttPiiiy  picki'il  im  ri  iiiidri'  IIh'  ciniihiiinil  n(  (iM  liiilif<iiilia 
liimsidt,  wild.  Im  rxplaini'd.  wMn'd  In  h  ■  the  In^t  lo  r^i'i'  ii-^  alive 
ill  Mil'  vMirld.  Tlii^^  wai  'i'(iri'<.<ini!.  hut  cilliiT  ririiiiinlanii'< 
I'Diilii'i  led  with  lint  -lait  wen'  laliidali'd  In  wrivh  ■vi'ii  iiiiiri' 
upon  III-  spirit.  Thn-  Ihi'  niiiht  IipImic  we  li'fi  Man*  arrivi'd 
and  aslii'd  nii'  In  "  writi'  a  p:i|>iT  "  fur  him  I  iiii|iiir>'d  what 
hi'  waiitPi!  niP  In  put  in  tti'  papiT  Hi-  ivplii'd  thai  a-^  hi>  was 
so'mii  til  his  death  and  had  piippipty,  nanii'ly  the  tO.")!!  whirli 
had  lircn  left  in  a  liank  to  liis  .iidil.  lie  desired  to  make  a 
■  white  man's  will  '  In  he  left  in  tin'  rliarae  nf  Italu  nilia  The 
only  prfivisinn  id  the  said  will  was  that  I  wa>  tii  inherit  his 
property,  if  I  lived.  If  I  died,  whieh,  he  added.  '  of  eiinrse  yiiii 
musit,  Maas.  like  llie  re>l  of  ns,'  II  wii'^  lo  he  deMiled  to 
furnishiiiK  |"ior  hlaik  people  in  hos|iital  witli  -omelhinv  eom- 
furtinfi  {'•  drink  instead  of  the  ■  eow  s  water  "  that  was  Riven 
lo  them  1  iiTP.  .Needles-'  lo  v;iy  I  tinned  him  "lit  at  onie.  and 
that  tP^lamentary  deposition  rem.iined  iiiiri'i  onleil  Indeed  it 
was  iirineeessary,  sinee,  as  I  reminded  him.  on  my  advice  he  h.ol 
already  made  a  will  hefore  we  left  lliirhan,  a  eirenmslanee  that, 
he  had  quite  forpotten. 

The  ?peond  event,  whieh  oeiiirred  alioiil  an  linnr  liefcire  oiir 
departure,  was.  that  hearini-'  a  miBhty  wailln?  in  Ihe  market- 
plnee  where  onee  Mans  anil  I  had  heen  tied  lo  <l;ikes  lo  he  shot 
to  death  with  arrows.  1  went  oul  to  see  what  was  llie  matter. 
At  Ihe  piteway  1  was  iireeted  liy  llie  siudil  of  ahoiit  a  liiitidreil 
old  women  plastered  all  over  witli  ashes,  enpi|.'pd  iii  liiiwling 
their  loiidesi  ill  a  melancholy  unison,  ilehind  these  stood  the 
entire  population  of  Beza-Town.  who  ihanteil  ,1  kind  of  ehoriis. 

"  What  Ihe  devil  are  Ihey  I'-aig!'  "  I  asked  of  Hans 

"  Singing  our  death-soiif.',  Haas."  he  replied  stolidly.  "  .is  they 
say  thai  where  we  are  going  no  one  will  Like  Hie  Iroiihle  lo  do 
so,  and  it  is  not  right  that  great  lords  should  die  and  Ihe  heavens 
ahovp  remain  uninformed  that  they  are  eoming    " 

"Thai's  eheerfiil."  f  remarked,  and  wheeling  round,  asked 
Ragnall  straight  mil  if  he  wished  lo  persevere  in  ttiis  liusiness, 
for  to  tell  the  truth  my  nerve  was  shaken. 

"  I  must.  "  he  answered  simply.  "  hut  there  is  no  reason  why 
you  and  Hans  should,  or  Savage  eillier  for  Ihe  matter  of  that.  ' 

"Oh!  I'm  going  \>  here  yon  go."  1  said,  "and  where  I  go 
Hans  will  go.     Savage  must  s[ieak  for  himself." 

This  he  did  and  lo  llie  same  effect,  lieing  a  very  honi'st  and 
faithful  man,  II  was  Ihe  more  to  his  credit  since,  as  he 
informed  me  in  priv,ili'.  he  did  not  enjoy  African  adventure  and 
often  dre^imod  al  nights  of  his  eouiforjahle  room  at  Ragnall  t 
whence  he  superintended  the  social  activilic-^  of  Ihal  greal 
eslaWishment, 
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S„  »,.  .|,.|"irr.Ml  ,„.     ,M,,rr I  f„r  (!..•  i.,,,tl..r  .,f  „  moi.ll.  ,„■ 

-I.Hi,l     »l„.n.    Ml,.    Cmil.,,    ,,-,.,1    („    ,|„,.|,     „„„   ,.|,,„.  ■,„„,„i„,. 

.r.,Mvh  iii>   «,,-,■.  I  ,|i.,.,.n„.d  llh'  II ,,i„   („,,  I ,„„,k,.ri 

I  hr  f„rm,.r  r,-i,  in,,.  „nii,.  M,.IIi,t  „f  III-  Kl„«,.r.  L\  In  ,„,i|n.. 
il  ™„-  n„.  r,.,.|  ,|„,l,.  |,„„i,.-i,.k  ,  »..  .in.,k  ..,,  ,„Mll..  r.,ll,.»inu 

-l.',;,-,.,l  l.v  ll„.  ,|„r-  ll„„i,„|,  ,,  h„„|  „i,|,  X,.,.,  f..,v  i,i|,„|,i|„i,|. 
I"'"'l  ,""'1  imii,l,-,n|.l  folk  «l,„,lu,-ll  i„  -,„tt,.n.rl  vill..„'  „i 
-^,v.iy,.|>    ,Mi.l,T.|.„„l   l|„.  ,„.|  „r  ,,,|,i^i,li„^  n,„  .,,,1,   „^,,„   i„   i,, 

A    iHMMlivil   ,„i!,.,  ,„.  .„   ,,.,,1,,., „.   ,i|,,,^,.,  ,,„„ ,,,,,, 

""'"'■''','""•"•''"''  ""'>   '■' 'il-T-,1   -, n,.m,„|s.   liilj,.   |,„<||- 

111,-..    !„•>   .ill,„k,.,l  us  ;i,„I  kill,.,!  I„„    ,r  \|',„i,„   ,,i||,  „„,.„ 

io.n,l  ,Mn,«s    „|..„n..|  tl,,.  v,.„oii,  „f  »|,i,.|,  „„  ,,■ n  ||,„t  «,. 

h,„l  in  our  nM;,li,i.i,;  ,l,.-t  pn.vnl  „r  ,,„>  ;uMil,  (In  ll,i<  ,„r,u<i.„i 
N,  ,■,>.,.  ,.xli,l„|,.,l  -iH  ,<mr„«,.  if  n i-  ,|i-,r,(i„„.  r„r  n,.|,ii  I! 

|.u  .,r  „„,.  111,,,.,,  f,.,„..  ,if„.,.  ,„;.,;„,  „  ,„,.,„„„„  „.„,  ,;;;^, 

I  r|...>  I  ,,  ,|,sl,„,,,.  „f  ||^,.  ,v,.„.,|,„,,„  „,„  ,  |,,i„|^  „„.  „,„.,, 
>liul,  1  .^.r  -riw  |„.  s,.|z,.,l  th..  mil,.  vi|„.,.  „i||,  |,i.  (.  I,  .„„, 
;liyf!"l  hini  ba.'k  tn  rnin,,  lt„«  S„v„m,.  ..<r;,,,:.,|  »,  ,i.  lif,. 
I  do  not  k,m».  for  ,.,i,.  |,„iM„i,.,|  arrow   »,.|,(  i|„.„i,!.|,  his   j,,,, 

iirl'i!:;;  M,:;,,'"^ ''^'''- ' ""■-iusi.,....,ihi- „.«,.„.„,„ 

This  v„lo,.o„s  deed  wm-  „f  ,r,.,-,|  ,,.rvi,-,.  i„  „<.  ,|„,„  „,.  „...r.. 
■Mi'  llirou^'h  li„„s.  »li„  ko,.w  som,.||,i„i;  „r  ||,„  l,M-hiii,.iis 
liiiipiaf.'-,  to  i.x|,l,mi  to  iiiir  |,ris,„i,,r  ihiil  if  u,-  »,.r,.  -Iiot  al 
.-.pin   lie    wo.il,l   bp   hm,.;.      This    i,ilori,ialio,i    h,.   ,„,i|,.ivP,|    I,- 

-hou      or  ralh.T  to  s k  a„,I  vri„.l,   I s  ,„„i,|,|„  |,ih,.,   ,„ 

"iiiih  II  iip|i».ar.M  h,.  was  a  kind  of  ,hi,.f.  »iih  Ih,'  ri.siil|  ihil 
wi.  wcr,.  110  ,1,0,.,.  nioh.st,.,!  I.al,.,.,  w|^.,i  w,.  »,.,.,.  ,.|„ar  of  id,' 
l,iishm..n  ronnlry.  we  h-t  hiii,  ,l,.|,arl.  whi,.|i  h,.  ,Ii,l  will,  vr-al 

Hy  ,li-).'|.pi.s  Ih,"  land  uri'w  mor,'  and  nior..  harron  and  utterly 
■Ipvoido    inhabitants,  till  al  last  it  m-.r^.,!  inl„  ,|,.se|.t       "t  tho 

"''"'■  "'  "V-^  'I'-''"-*  "I'i'li  '"11 w   V  wiihonl  a|,|,ar,^nl  Imit 

wp  ,ani,..  Imw..v,>r.  to  a  k of  „a.i-  „h,.|.,.  |||.,J  !,as  a  s  ro  m: 

..Ml    ;;.;;'l'  ;'    <pr.n...  of  wal,.r  thai   f,„.„i.,|  a  s„.,,„n  „.hi,.|i  soo^ 

"■'  't-'lf  .1"  tli;'  snrroMnilNif..  -. ,     As  v  ,.  ,.,i,i|,i  ,,„  „„  f„r||„.r 

or  ..ven  d  w,.  had  ^^■|<i^■,\  |„  ,|,,  .„.  an,]  w,.,.,.  al,l,.  to  lhi,l  wati'v 

liPr...  Ih,.  .la/ili,  ,.,f„s,.d  I.,  a,,„„„,a„y  „s  i„io  , "rlL 

knmvin,-  what  pIso  to  ,|o    w,.  ,a.n, ,  th,.  oasis  aiol  wait..," 

As   It    hnpiM.npd.   till,  plaip   was  a    iind   .,f  liMnlPp's   ,,ara.!is,. 
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Mrur!!  th/it  lit  llii-"  -iNi-»ii  Iff  IIk'  >>mi'  i.'I'>'\\  |>Ii'iiII1iiII>  iipiin  lln' 
f'dur  (tf  Iht;  \vilrli»nn'>.->. 

Aniciiiffl  ollii'i'  I  rnihiii-.  Ili'ii'  wrr  rlipli'iiN  in  iihiily  tlwl 
IniM'lli'il  liilhiT  iiiit  iif  Mil'  liii'liliiiiiN  wi'  IkiiI  pii>-i'l  nr  ^omr- 
limi>  rm.Ti;i  il   fniiii   III.'   i|i'-i  rl    il-i'l(,    >iii::.'i'-liiiL'   Ihil    lii-yonil 

IIiIh      Wtr-lr      tlll'I'i'      l;n       fi'I'lilr      riPlintl'y  Sn      IIIIIIII'I'IIU"      WITH 

Ihi-ii'  t'riiil  lii'ii-l>  iriili'i'il  Ih.il  Im'  my  piip't  I  h(i|"'il  I'liniHslly 
Ihiit   it   wdiilil  pi'iivi'  iiM|i(i->si!ili'  (iir  us  I"  rd.iliiiiii'  iMii'  jdtiiiiHy, 

^irirt'    I    vjivx     lllilt    III    il    fi'W    IIKirilll'^    I    COIllf]    rnll*'i't    ill)    I'DlirrilOll^i 

aiiKiiiiit  III  JMiry,  •'imimli  li>  iiiiikr  iiic  i-uiiifiiiriilivi'ly  rirli.  if  only 
I  WIT*'  fihlt'  Id  trt't.  it  .'i\\ii>,  A^  It  was  we  (inly  killfil  ;i  fi-w  of 
Ihi'rii,  li-ii  ill  iill  Id  Im'  iirriii'iili'.  thai  \vi'  iniuhl  ^I'lnl  liiuk  tlu' 
liisks  ii-  (ii'c'~riil<  Id  It.iti-i  II.  I'd  sj.iiiL'liii'r  till'  |idcir  .iniiiiaN 
iisi'li'^^ly  wiis  ri'iii'l,  (-<[it'i'iiilly  as  licini/  iiiiiti riistiinii'il  hi  tlii' 
siirlll  df"  lllilll.  llli'V  wi'i'i'  iis  ciisy  to  ii|i|irci;ic||  iis  I'liws.  Kvfii 
Suvapi'  sli'w  out' — bv  (.■iirt'liilU  aiming  iil  aiidlhi'i'  livi'  |nirt's  to  its 
h'ft. 

For  till'  rest  \vi'  livi'il  dii  the  fat  of  llii'  laiiil  anil,  a-  nii'iil  was 
nccftisai y  to  us.  Iiiiil  us  murli  sport  as  we  ciiiilil  ilisiri-  ainiiiiK 
till'  viir:(iiis  aiiti'lo|»,'. 

Kcir  fi  iirli'i'ii  ilays  or  so  Ihis  wrnt  iiii,  Iill  at  li'ii'.'lli  we  i:rew 
thdi'oii^lily  lii'i'il  'it  Mil'  liiisiiii'ss.  us  iliil  till'  Mazilii.  wliii  wi'ii-  so 
tMirKi'il  Willi  lli'sli  lliiil  lliey  liepiii  to  ili'-ire  vi'L'i'talili'  food. 
Twice  WI'  null'  as  fur  iiilo  the  ili'si'rt  us  we  iliri'd.  fur  our  horses 
remaineil  to  iis  ami  hail  vrowii  fiesli  at'aiii  after  the  rest,  tint 
only  lo  I'l'lnrn  without  iiil'oiniiitinn.  liie  iiliiee  was  jiisl  a  vast 
wilileriii'--  shewn  with  hrown  -lones  liiiiiilifiilly  polisheil  hy  lli« 
wiiiil-ili'iveii  siiinl  of  iiL'es,  unil  i|ijile  ilevoiil  of  \^atl'r. 

Afler  our  -eeriml  trip,  on  wliieh  we  -iiffen'il  srverely  from 
tllil'sl.  we  llelil  il  eollstlttiltioll.  ttlil  Itiilieiiilia  saiil  tlial  lie  I'dlllfl 
keep  his  men  nii  liiiiL'er.  even  for  iis.  as  they  iiisisteil  upon 
retiirniiiv  luiiiie,  iinil  iiM|uii'eU  what  we  iiieiinl  to  ilo  am]  why 
we  sat  here  "  like  a  sjone."  I  aiiswereil  that  we  wer-e  waiting 
for  some  of  the  Kenit'iti  w  lio  hail  liiil  me  lo  --lioul  i.'iiine  liereiibuiits 
until  they  arriveil  to  lie  our  f.'iiiiii  -  Hi  reiiiiirkiil  tliat  tlip 
Kenilah  In  the  liest  of  his  lielief  liveil  ill  Ji  eiilintry  tliat  wi|s  still 
hiiiiilreils  of  miles  awiiy  aiiil  that,  iis  they  iliil  nut  kiiiiw  of  our 
presenee.  any  I'liinmnniriition  .lerovv  (he  ilescrt  heiny  impossitile, 
nlir  proreelliii'is   seenieil   lo  he  foolish 

I  relorleil  thiit  I  v\iis  not  i|iiili'  so  sure  of  llii-.  -iiiei  the  Kenilah 
sei'iiii'il  to  liave  remarkiilile  ways  of  ari]nit-iiii-'  infiii 'nation. 

"  Tlii'ii.  .Maeiiniiizana.  I  fear  that  yiiii  v\ill  hiive  In  wiiit  by 
voiirselvfs  until  vou  diseover  wliiili  of  it-  is  riahl,  "  he  saiii 
stolidly. 

Turning  to  Rngnall  I  askerl  him  w  hal  he  wiuilil  ilo,  pointing 
out  t'l  il  to  iniirnev  into  Ihe  ilesert  ne'iin!  ilenlh  espeeiallv  as 
we  (till  not  know   whillier  v\e  were  guin(.,  mul  tliiil   In  return 
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.'.'  !'.''■:','■'■  '"  ■■'■'*   llrr.','  h,'  r.n.l,.,! 

«in,.i.  w,.  L,:';^:!::;;;:;,;:;-Vz,'''M,:''i;:'r'''''''''' 

nois,.  a,Ml  >i.,M,li,  j.     Tl  ..^^"l  «    ,,   I  L      '     ""'''''u""    ^"  """  *' 

I    1  .  '"'  "' ""  iiii'niniiiciiiK   avvkw.nl  „n,.,ii.,,.,      ir 

I    lu,UL.|,l  I  ,.,(  HO  ro„l,l  d„  „>,v  pon.Hn   t'o        ,  „    iV       ,     ,  1       ' 

;::;.''rj!;r^,.!'i;:rlUll!:;-;;;;t::;:-!;!£-"- 

^vw,.       For,    nnlwifh.tan,Hn,-    „,v    fa  m.x     ;,,:'■;'';;,'' '';;'■ 

iM.vshaniy,,„i„„i,i,. i.-i  ,.,.,.,,1  ,hrr„,„(,.  i;,!,,:',,',.   :;,,'" 

■xilairning  in  a  fni'lilcni'd  v.iir,.,  i  i!.l.i|,. 


■Op,.,,   yniir   .•y..<   anil    l„„|i,    (laix.      TIkt.'    irv    lu 
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<SHK     IVORY    (HllJ) 


Verv  (aiifioiislv  I  lidcil  iii\>rl(  :i  lillle  iiii.i  sliirc-|  mil  iiiln  tin' 
niooiil'iiilit.  There,  senled  aluiiit  live  jKiees  rruui  llie  iipeii  eiirl  of 
Ihe  hut  were  the  "  spooks  '  -lire  eiiouirh,  two  while-rohed 
liLMires  siiiiiitlinB  sileiil  and  ininioviihle  on  the  jiround.  Al  first 
I  was  fri^hleiied.  Then  I  helhoiipht  me  of  thieves  and  fell  for 
mv  Coll  pistol  under  Hie  ruu  ll.at  served  me  as  a  pillow.  As  I 
"ot  h(dd  of  the  handle,  however,  .1  deep  voire  said  : 

■  Is  it  your  ei.sloni,  0  Maenmazaiia,  Waleherdiv-.Viplit,  to 
reeeive  f!ii'ests  with  liiillels?  " 

Now  thoiiuhl  1  to  mv^eir.  wliu  i-  there  in  Hie  world  who  eonid 
see  a  man  ealch  liol'  of  the  handle  of  a  pi-lol  in  Hie  reee-ses  of 
n  ilark  pla"e  .iiid  under  a  hlanket  al  niulil,  excepi  Hie  owner  of 
that  voile  which  I  seamed  to  reniemher  heiirlnp  in  a  certain 
drawinf-'-rooni  in  Kiifilaiid' 

■■  Yes,  llarilt."  I  answereil  \>  illi  an  iiiieoneerned  yawn,  "  when 
the  (.'iii'-ts  come  in  such  a  doiililfiil  fashion  and  in  Hie  middle 
of  Ihe  nif-'hl.  Ihil  .1-  you  are  here  al  lasl.  will  you  lie  so  good 
as  lo  tell  nil'  why  yoii  h.ive  ke|d  us  wailiiif;  all  Ihis  lime?  Is 
lliat  voiir  wav  of  fulliHiii^  an  eiii-'af-'emeiil !'  " 

■■  O  Lord  Miiciimazaiia,'  answered  llarilt,  for  of  course  if  wa? 
he  in  ipiite  a  perlurhed  lone.  "  I  offer  lo  you  onr  hiimhle 
apidoL'i. .-,  The  Iriilh  is  that  when  w.>  lic.ird  of  your  arrival 
at  lleza-Town  we  slarled,  or  tried  to  -larl,  from  hiimlreils  of 
miles  away  lo  keep  our  trysl  with  you  here  as  we  promi-ed  we 
would  do.  Hill  we  are  niorlal.  .Maciimaz.ina.  and  aii'idents  iiiler- 
veiied.  Thus,  when  we  had  ascertained  Ihe  weight  of  your 
haggage.  camels  had  to  be  collecled  lo  carry  il.  which  were 
grazing  al  a  distance.  Also  il  was  necessary  to  send  forward 
lo  dig'^ciiil  a  certain  well  in  Ihe  desert  where  lliey  niiisl  drink. 
Hence  Ihe  delav.  Slill.  yo1i  will  admit  that  we  have  arrived  in 
time.  live,  or  at  any  rale  four  hours  tiefore  Ihe  rising  of  IhnI 
sun  which  was  to  lighl  von  on  your  tiomeward  w.iy." 

'■  Yes,  von  have.  0  I'rophels,  nr  O  Li.irs.  whichever  yon  may 
he,"  1  exclaimed  witli  pardoiiahle  exasperalion.  for  really  their 
knowledge  of  my  private  affairs,  however  olilaiiied.  was  enoiiph 
to  aliaer  a  saiiil.  "  So  as  you  are  lieri'  al  lasl.  come  in  and  have 
a  drink,  for  whether  you  are  men  or  devils,  you  niiisl  he  cold 
out  there  in  the  damp." 

In  r..ev  came  accordingly,  and.  nol  heiiig  .Mohammedans, 
partook  of  a  tot  of  square-face  from  a  hoHle  which  I  kepi  locki'il 
in  a  box  to  piil  Hans  hevond  Ihe  reach  of  leniplaliiai. 

•■  To  voiir  heallli.  Ilarrtl  and  Marill."  I  -aiil.  drinkini;  a  lilllc 
out  of  Itie  piiiinikin  and  giving  the  rest  to  nans,  who  gulped  the 
lierv  liipior  down  willi  a  -;inack  of  liis  lip-.  Kor  I  will  admil 
Ihat  I  ioineil  in  Ihis  nnlioly  midnight  potalion  lo  gain  lime  for 
tlioiighl  and  lo  sle.id\  iiiy  ini've. 
"To  your  health.  O  Lord   Maeiimazana."  the  pni'  nnswereil 
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and 
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M 


lai-Simhel 


on  the  .Nile 


your  allusions  to 


reached    our 


have  taken  no  lad 


plaei 


own 
allied 


lo  whom 


ly.     In.ieed. 


I  certain  questions  of  h' 


you  appeared  and  interrupted  us      \V| 
"■•■■'"  ladies,  who  have  alreadx  far  I 

.   .,on  f   L-i 

bifrgest 
At  tl 


ice.  nevec  haviiii,-  been  then     ..,- 
vye  never  meani  to  taki'  that  ladv 
■  only  meant  to 
of  vision,  when 
with 


ent  a  neiklace  in  linelanil.'    W 


^he  had  the  gifi 


I  dont  know,"  1  replied 
liars  I  ever  me| 
•lese  words,   which  s 


lial   should  we  want 
00  iiiany  of  our  (,, 


'  lint  I  do  l,onu   thai  yon  are  the 

lomplimeut.     The,,  llarilt  said:  "    '"  acknowledge  a  great 

1  come  to  matters  that 
«e  told  you  I  hat  you 


■  Let  us  1 
have  to  do 
would  be  at  a  I 


will 


■th 


le  question  of  ladie 


1  men.     Yon  are  In 


and 


ere  to  meel  i/o 


i  l<new   that 


ime  whe 

11.  as  we  told  ,xon  nVat'  w 


,von  did  not  believe  us 


and  wt 


yon  were  loming 


I  «t  (ill.     Believe  what 


ind  hov 
Are  \ 


uld  be.      How  we 
ame  do  not  matter 
oil   ready    to  start    with 
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ft 


us.  0  1.01(1  Mncuiuaznntt,  llial  vou  uiay  bring  to  iU  death  tha 
wicktiii  ilipliant  Jann  wliiili  ravages  our  land,  and  receive  the 
grciit  reward  of  ivory!'     It  so,  your  camel  wails." 

■  On-'  camel  caniioi  carry  four  men,''  I  answered,  avoiding  the 
(|«'-'ti(in. 

■  In  (ourage  and  in  skill  you  are  more  than  many  lueu,  0 
Macnnirizana,  yet  in  body  you  are  but  one  ami  not  four." 

■'  If  vou  think  that  1  aiii  f:oing  wilh  you  alone,  you  are  much 
mistaken.  Ilarrtt  and  Marrtt,"  1  excl.iimed.  "  Here  with  me  is 
mv  servant  witlinut  whom  1  do  not  stir,"  and  1  jiointed  to  Haus. 
wiinm  they  coiitemplalerl  f;ravidy.  "  Also  there  is  the  Lord 
RaL'tiall.  uiio  in  this  land  is  named  Is^eza.  and  his  servant  who 
here  is  uamcd  liena.  the  man  out  of  w  horn  yon  drew  snakes  in 
the  room  in  Kniiland.     They  also  must  accomijany  m." 

At  this  ni'ws  the  im|iassive  countenances  of  llarrtt  and  Marilt 
showed,  i  (lioufiht.  Mime  signs  of  dislnrliance.  They  muttered 
together  in  an  nnknow  n  tongue.     Then  Ilarrtt  said  : 

"  Our  secret  l.ind  is  o|ii'u  to  yon  alone.  0  Macnmazaua,  for  one 
|)ur|iose  only — to  kill  I  he  elephant  .lana.  for  which  deed  we 
promise  you  a  great  reward.  W'c  do  not  wish  to  see  the  others 
there." 

"  Then  you  can  kill  your  own  elephant,  Harrtt  and  MariU,  for 
not  one  sicp  do  I  go  wilh  you.  Why  should  I  when  there  is 
as  much  ivory  here  as  I  want,  lo  he  had  for  the  shooting?  " 

■'  How  if  we  take  yon.  0  Macuniazana?  " 

■  How  if  I  kill  you  both.  O  llariH  and  Manlt?  Fools,  here  are 
many  lii'ave  men  at  my  command,  and  if  you  or  any  with  you 
want  lighling  it  shall  he  givi'n  you  in  plenty.  H'Os.  bid  the 
Maziln  sland  lo  their  arms  mid  summon  Igez.i  and  Uena." 

"  St.iy,  Lord,"  said  llarilt,  "and  put  down  that  weapon," 
for  once  nnire  I  hail  produced  the  pistol  "  We  would  not 
begin  our  fellowship  by  shcddins.'  blood,  Ihiiugh  we  are  safer 
from  yon  than  \on  think.  Your  oom[t.anions  shall  accompany 
you  to  the  land  of  the  Kendall,  but  let  them  know  lliat  they 
ilo  so  at  their  own  ri~k.  Learn  tliat  it  is  revealed  to  us  that  if 
they  go  in  there  some  of  them  will  pass  out  again  as  spirits  but 
nol  as  men." 

"  Ilo  yon  mean  that  you  will  murder  them'  " 

'■  .\o.  \Ve  mean  that  yomler  are  some  stronger  than  us  or 
any  men,  who  will  lake  their  lives  in  sacrilli-e.  ^ot  vonrs, 
Macumazana.  for  that,  it  is  decreed,  is  safe,  but  those  of  two  of 
\he  others,  which  two  we  do  nol  know." 

"  Indeed,  llan'it  ami  ..l.ii'rtl.  and  how  am  I  lo  be  sure  that  any 
ol'  us  are  safe,  or  that  yon  do  not  hut  trick  us  to  your  country, 
there  to  kill  ns  wilh  treachery  and  steal  our  poods?  " 

■•  Because  we  swear  it  by  Ibe  oath  lliid  mav  ii<t{  be  lirokeu; 
we  swear  it   liv   I  he  lleavenh    i:bilil    '  bolli  nf  I  hem  exclaimed 
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1  fJinigfjed  my  sticinlders  .uid  hiu^'hnd  ;,  |i|(le 

i.nd  overlook  the  .IpsppI  '•      Thi'un.Vrl;   ,'"''''  '°  ''■'"" 

harrplle-1  rinp,  nnd  ^amblod  ,^n     .  "'"?,""l'  "  '"•hIccI  dnut,le. 
twenty  foot  hi-;,   ,,d    I     r«lini       '''"'•''•''''  "■''''•''•  '-'^  i'  «■"< 
"  very  fin,.  vi^w'^iahe'drsoHrvond  "''  ^'"'  '"■'■^'   ^"""-''e'' 
1  .     I  ^'°  """  "<"'lh,"  said  Hunlt  from  it.  font 

the  cre.t  of  Ih^^idt  bevor^d  ^"P";',it,.1vr  i"  "'/"'  •"'"  "'""" 
camels,  and  bv  each  .am"l  n    ■>     V  '"" .•''""''■'■'I  "O'eelinv 

in  his  hand  a'long  lm™lo  thpi.f.  f  T^*";'  """'■'■  "'"'  '"'I'' 
the  bladp.  was  attn'hed  ',  lit  Ip  ,1  i  "'"'"''"■  '""  ''^"-  '"■'"'"th 
make  sure  that  I  wa'  not  t  ,  ',•  im  of  ''il  """''  '  ""^<''l  '« 
Then  whor.  I  had  satiX-d' „,vV;,  "  'h°  hp'.  "«""  °'  :!  "r"?"' 
«ndramPls  I  dos,.endPd  from  thP  an[  hPa„  '■"  ""^""^  '"'"' 

hpen  easy  for  us  to  take  «  'ip  ,  '  '  '  "  '.'"■'■.''  "  """1"  '»>vp 
™e„  come  herP  .o'he't^J'p  J  "t"  ;;'kil  H!^^!,  ,  ""'  '"psp 
yours.  And.  Ma<iinia/iin-,  «■,.  i.„.„  \.  J  '  '"-I'lve  you  or 
mRvnof  be  broke,  n:';vp"';7„,;";'^*'  "  >»"  "ie  oalh  that 
lifter  you  Imve  eaten.  « e  w  1 1  Jelm ,?.'"'''"      '" ."'"  ""'""""■ 
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Ten  miniito?  later  the  trutti  wa?  known  and  every  man  in  the 
.amp  was  up  and  armed.  At  first  there  were  some  Mgns  of 
panie  bnl  these  with  the  hel|i  of  liabemha  we  managed  lo 
control  silting  the  men  to  make  the  best  preparations  tor 
ilefence  llmt  oirrumstancesi  would  allow,  and  thus  occupying 
their  minds.  For  from  the  flrst  we  saw  that,  except  for  the 
three  of  us  who  had  horses,  escape  was  impossible.  That  great 
camel  corps  could  catch  us  within  a  mile. 

Leaving  old  Baberaba  in  charge  of  his  -.ddiers.  we  three  white 
men  and  Hans  held  a  council  at  which  I  repeated  every  \vord 
thai  had  passed  between  Harrtt  and  Marill  and  myself,  including 
their  absolute  denial  of  their  having  had  anything  to  do  with 
the  disai.pearance  of  Lady  Kagnall  on  the  >'ile. 

■'  Now  "  I  asked.  "  what  is  to  he  done?  My  fate  is  sealed, 
since  for  purposes  of  their  own,  of  which  probably  we  know 
nothine  these  people  int»nd  to  lake  me  with  them  to  their 
countrv.  as  indeed  thcv  are  justified  in  doing,  since  1  have  been 
fool  enough  to  keep  a  kind  of  assignation  with  them  here.  But 
thev  don  I  want  anybodv  else.  Therefore  there  is  nothing  to 
prevent  you  Uagiiall,  and  you  Savage,  anil  you  Hans,  from 
reluming  with  the  Mazitu."  j      .     j  i.     •    ■        ii 

■  Oh'  Baas."  said  Hans,  who  could  understand  English  well 
enough  although  he  seldom  spoke  it.  "  why  are  you  always 
bothering  me  with  such  praiilyct'  ■—(that  is.  chatlcn.  What- 
ever von  do  I  will  do.  and  I  dont  care  what  you  do.  except  for 
vour  own  sake.  Baas.  If  I  am  going  to  die,  let  me  die;  it  doesn  t 
ill  all  matter  how.  since  I  must  go  soon  and  malic  report  to  your 
reverend  falher.  the  Predikanl.  And  now.  Baas,  I  have  been 
awake  all  night,  for  1  heard  those  camels  coming  a  long  while 
before  the  two  spook  men  appeared,  and  as  1  had  never  heard 
camels  before,  could  not  make  out  what  they  were,  for  they 
„oiri  walk  like  giraffes  So  I  am  going  to  sleep,  Baas  there  m 
the  sun  When  vou  have  settled  thing  .  you  can  wake  me  up 
and  give  me  your'orders,"  and  he  suited  the  action  to  the  word. 
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for  when  t  jilaiirpd  iil  liini  iipiin  he  was.  nr  hpimmiiiJ  Io   he 
sliinilieiiiif!,  just  like  a  cliij.'  at  il<  master  s  feel. 

I  lookeii  at  Uapiiall  in  interri)f:alion. 

"  I  am  aii'iufi  on."  he  saiil  briellv . 

Ilesiiile  the  (teriial  of  these  men  of  any  {iim|>Iieitv  in 
wifeV  fate?  "  I  asked.  '  If  their  words  are  true,  what 
.vou  t^i  f;ain  hy  this  jonriM'y.  Ka^nalli'  ' 

"  .An  inlereslinj;  e\|ir'rienri'  while  it  la>ls;  that  is 
Hans  there,  if  what  they  say  i.v  true,  my  future  is  a  matter  of 
I'omplete  inditlerenee  In  me.  Hut  I  do  net  lielieve  a  word  of 
what  they  -^ay.  Sometliin»;  tells  me  Ih.it  lhe\  know  a  jireat 
deal  wliieh  they  do  not  choo-e  to  repeat,  aliout  my  wife  I  mean. 
That  is  why  tin'y  are  so  anxious  that  I  should  not 
you." 

■  you  must  jndpe  for  yourself."  I  answered  fliailitfully 
i  ho[a'  to  lli'aven  that  you  are  jud{.'in^'  right.  .Now.  Savajie 
have  you  decided?  Uemenilier  liefore  ynu  refdy  Dial 
iinninnv  fellows  declare  that  if  we  four  l'o.  Iwci  of  us  will 
return.  It  seems  impossible  that  they  ran  re.'id  the  fnlnri 
without  douht.  they  an'  most  uncanny.  ' 

"Sir."  said  Savajre,  "I  will  trd  '::iy  ehanci'.  itefore  I  left 
Knplnml  his  lordship  made  a  provi-ion  for  my  idd  mother  and 
my  widowed  sister  and  her  children,  and  I  have  none  idher 
de|ieiidenl  upon  me.  .Moreover.  1  won't  return  atom'  with  those 
.Mazitu  Io  become  a  harharian.  for  how  couM  I  linil  my  wav  hack 
to  the  coast  without  anyone  to  fiiide  me?  So  I'll  );o  on  and  leave 
the  rest  to  God.'' 

"Which  is  just  what  we  havi'.ill  mii  In  do."  1  rcTnarked.  "Well. 
as  that  is  settled,  let  us  send  for  Habcmlia  anil  tell  him." 

This  we  did  accordin};ly.  The  old  fellow  received  the  mwvs 
with  more  resiRuation  than  I  had  aidicipated.  Fi.vinfr  his  one 
eye  upon  me.  he  said  : 

"  Macumazana.  these  words  are  what  I  expecleil  from  \ou. 
Had  any  other  man  spoken  them  I  siionld  have  ileilared  that  he 
was  (piile  mad.  Hut  f  remember  thai  1  said  thi<  when  vou 
iletermined  to  vi-^it  'he  I'onpo.  and  that  you  came  back  from 
their  cr  irdry  safe  and  sound.  Iiavinp  done  wonderful  Ihinps 
there,  and  that  it  was  the  I'ongo  wdio  sni'i'ered.  not  you.  So  f 
believe  it  will  he  again,  so  far  a>  you  are  concerned.  .Miicimiazana, 
ten'  I  think  that  some  devil  goes  with  yon  who  looks  after  his 
own,  For  the  (dhers  1  do  not  kiaiw.  They  must  settle  the 
matter  with  their  own  devils,  co'  with  those  of  the  Kendall 
people.  Now  farewell,  .Macuma/inia,  for  it  i-onies  In  uie  that  we 
shall  meet  no  more.  Well,  that  happens  to  all  at  last,  and  it  is 
gooil  to  have  known  yon  who  are  so  sireat  in  vour  own  way 
Often  I  shall  think  of  you  as  you  will  think  of  me.  and  hope  thai 
in  a  country  beyond  that  of  thi'  Kendah  I  may  liear  from  vour 
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lip?  .ill  lliiil  has  bofalli'ii  >on  en  IliH  mid  olhor  jmipncyH.  Now 
I  <!(i  t(i  witlii'  MW  iiiv  iiii'Ti  iM'fiin'  llii'-i'  whii-rolieil  Ar'iitis  rorni' 
on  tll''ir  ^ll■•■  !!'  lJl'•l^t<  to  M'izi'  vo".  1''^'  ">!'>  ^lio"l'l  liikp  us 
hIso  htiiI  IIici  -ImmiIiI  he  -i  ii^ihl  in  whicli  wo,  hi'iii«  llic  fewer, 
nmsl  iliiv  Till'  IimiN  an'  all  in  onlor  rradv  lo  he  lai|''n  on  Ihcir 
<lran.ir<-  hi'a>l>.  If  Ih.'V  iliclare  Ihal  lln-  horsrs  caimol  .  roHS  \hr 
iIc'~itI,  Iimm'  llii'in  loosp  and  we  will  ralih  Ihi'ni  and  lake  lh''ni 
lionii'  Willi  u;-.  anil  simi'  IIk'v  in"  niali-  ami  fcniali',  hrei'd  yoniij.' 
onf>  from  llii^ni  whiidi  shall  In'  >oiir.-  "hen  you  send  for  IfiiMii. 
Of  llau-i  till'  kinir's  if  yiai  iii'vpr  send  >"ay,  I  want  no  iiioit 
(ircsi'nl^  s\ho  liaxr  llif  vnn  and  Ihi'  powdHr  and  Ihc  liiillids  you 
,aa\''  nia.  and  lhi>  Insks  of  ivory  for  llaiisi  llir  kin;-',  and  what  (~ 
hc'sl  iif  all.  Mil'  nii'iiiory  of  mui  and  of  .\uiir  i  cmraui'  and  wisdom. 
Mav  llic-r  and  I  In'  L'od<  yiiii  wor-hip  hpfrii'iid  yon  I'roin  yondi'r 
hili  «!■  will  watili  lill  «!'  sPi'  that  you  have  '-'oniv  Kaipwidl," 
and  wailiiii;  for  no  answer,  he  dep.irled  with  the  tear-  running 
fi-oui  hi-  -idit  iry   've. 

Ten  minute-  later  the  Ma/ilii  hearers  had  also  -.aliiled  us  and 
i'one.  leaviiiL-  us  seated  in  ttia!  deserted  e.iinp  surrounded  liy  our 
liafioafie.  and  -o  far  as  I  was  eoneerned.  feeling  ino-t  lonel> . 
.\nollier  t.-i  minutes  weni  hy  wliiih  we  oenipied  in  (Liekinf;  our 
personal  li'loiiijinps.  Tlien  ilans.  who  w.is  now  wastiinj!  nut  Ihe 
.oftef  Kittle  .it  a  litlle  dislance.  louked  u|i  .and  s.ii.l  ; 

•  Iter.'  lonie  the  spook-iiicn.  Baas,  tlie  whole  regiment  of 
llieni."  We  ran  and  looked.  II  wa-  true  Mar-hailed  in 
.irilerly  -ipiadrnii-  Hie  eaiiiel-  with  tlieir  ri.ler-  were  sw  in.:; 
towards  us.  and  a  hue  sii/ld  the  heasts  inaih-  with  llo'ir  sw,.>ini; 
neeks  and  loin;.  InrehiiiL'  ).'uit.  .\hout  liftv  yards  away  they 
halted,  jii-l  wliere  (lii.  stream  from  our  -(iriiiL' enlered  the  desert. 

.and    llie'ri     proe led   to   water   the   .alll.'l-.    Iweiity   of  them   at  a 

time.     Two   men.    however,    in    \\lioni   I    i ojnii-ed    ll.iri'it   .and 

MariH.  walke.l  forward  and  ore-eiilly  were  slandiii;:  iietnre  u-. 
howinfr  ohseipiioiisly. 

'■  fiood  inoriiin.i.'.  Lord,"  said  llan'il  to  llamiall  in  liis  hroken 
I'.iifilish.  '  So  you  eonie  with  .Ma.-nmazana  to  e.ill  at  inir  poor 
house,  as  we  .ail  at  your  line  one  in  tOnf-'land,  Von  tliiiik  wo 
L'ot  the  heaiilifnl  lady  \oii  marry,  shr  we  vive  old  neeklace. 
Thill  not  SI,.  Nil  white  lady  .'ver  in  K.'iidahland.  We  henr 
slory  from  .Maonmazaiia  and  helieve  Ihiit  lady  drowned  In  MIe. 
for  you  'memlier  -he  walk  much  in  her  sleep.  We  very  sorry 
for  you.  lint  iod-  know  tli.'ir  hii-iiie-s.  They  leave  when  they 
will  leave,  and  take  when  they  will  t.ike.  Yon  lind  her  a.L'.iiii 
-ome  day  more  heantifnl  >lill  .and  with  her  soni  e.inie  haek." 

Ifere  I  looked  at  him  sharply.  I  lia.l  iohl  him  nothing  ahoni 
l.arty  Hapnall  liavinu  lost  her  wits.  How  then  did  he  know  of 
the  matter!'     Slill  1  thought  it  host  to  hold  ray  peace.     I  think 
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llinl   lliirill    .-a«    hfi   hail   ni:nli'  suiiir   mi^hik^',   fur   Inivina  llir 
siihjoi'l  of  Ijidy  Hajjiiiill,   lir  wrnl  nii  : 

■  Vi)ii  viT>  wclioiih',  (I  LcMil.  lint  il  ri^'lil  liOl  ynii  this  nio>l 
ilaiincrnus  joiirncv,  siiiif  i'li'|ihifnl  J.ina  iint  like  sliaiifiPr?,  »n(l," 
hp  cciiitimii'd  slowly,  '  think  no  .'li(ihnnt  lik'>  yorii-  hlooif.  iinci 
.ill  i')i')iliiiiil-  tinilliiT^.  Wliiil  uMi'  li.ili'  ri-l  hair  I'M'ryuhiTi- 
in  woilil  Si'c  it  ill  your  fao'  llial  yon  alri'iiily  >iiilVr  f;n'al  linil 
from  fl.',  'tant.  yoii  or  soiiiimiih'  mimt  yon.  Also  siiiiu'.  of  Kfoilah 
vi'ry  lii'iTc  |irn[ili'  and  Imo,  lialiliii!;.  and  [I'raps  Itii'ii'  war  in 
Ihc  land  uiiil.-  yon  IImti'.  and  in  war  pi-«|ili'  >!i'l   kiiii'd," 

'■  Vi-ry    ^' I.   my   (rimd,  '  said   llaiinail,     'I   am   |iri'|iari'il   to 

laki'  nis  ( lianic  of  Ihcsr  liiiiif!s.  Kitlicr  we  all  to  to  yoiir  ronnlry 
loKidlii'i .  a-  Mai'iima«iiia  lias  i>x|ilaini'd  to  yon.  or  in  mi'  of  us  v'o.  ' 

'  ^Vi.  liT-tand.     Thai  oiir  barj-'uin  and  «i'  no  break  word, 

ri'plii'd  flanU. 

Thru  III-  Innii'd  bi.-  Iicnrvoleni  lm/i'  njion  SavaUf.  and  ^aill  : 
■  So  yon  loni;.  loo,  .Mr.  Ki'iia.  Tli,il  yiinr  ii,iini'  lieri',  idi'  Wtdl. 
yon  bvirn  lot  lliiiiL's  in  Ki'iidalilaml.  al I  -nakis  and  ,'ill  ri'st    ' 

Ibr.'  Ilio  .jiivi.d-lookiii!;  .M.inll  w  liisjifrid  -oniclhiii).'  into  tin' 
I'ar  of  Ills  I'ompanion.  -milinf!  all  ovi'r  his  fan'  and  showini;  lii~ 
w  bill'  Il  I'lb  .1-  hi'  dill  so.      ■  Ob  !  "  ui'nt  on  llan'il.    ■  my  brolhrr 

li'll   nil'   yon   mi'i't   oim'  snaki;  already,   down   in   r dry   ralli'd 

Nalal.  lint  sit  on  him  so  hard,  Ilia;  bo  iirow  quilr  Ibd  and  no 
hill',' 

■  Who  told  him  that?  '■  caspcil  Savasi-. 

■■(Hi'  I'oriii't.  Think  Mariima/aiia.  \oi  Thi'ii  p'raps  \oii 
li'll  bini  in  slpip,  for  pi'0|ili'  talk  niiiili  in  .-Ifi'ii,  you  know,  and 
-omi'  iilliiT  pi'opli'  L'ot  i'ood  I'ai's  and  Inar  ImiL'  w'ay .  Or  p'raps 
littlf  joke  llan'il.  Yon  ini'inlicr,  lir  lirsl  rdr  lonjnii'r.  P'raps 
III'  si.nd  lh;it  -iiiiki'.  >o  tronbic  if  knnu  bow.  Wi'll,  wi.  show 
von  mill  II  lii'lli'r  -iiaki'  K.Midahland  Hut  von  no  -il  on  him 
Mr.  lli'h.i." 

To  mr.  I  know  not  \\b\.  Ilicri'  wfs  >omi'tbin(;  bnrribli'  in  all 

Ihis  .ionisilv,  ,-i Iliint;  Ihal  ,i;avp  m-  tin'  rri'i'ps  as  aluavs  din's 

Ihi'  sivlil  of  a  lat  pl.iyiiiL'  uilli  ,i  moiisfi,  I  bdt  I'vi'ii  thru  lli.-it  il 
fori'sbailowcd  li'riilil"  tbiiiss.  ||ow  con/rj  Ihoso  ini'ii  know  Ihc 
di'tajN  of  orinrri'iii'i's  at  whii'h  llioy  wpro  not  pri'si'iil  and  of 
which  no  one  li,id  told  thoni:'  Hid  thai  -lianL'c  ■  tobacco  "  of 
IliPirs  n.illy  iiivc  tlicni  -omc  clairvoyant  power,  f  wondered,  or 
had  llii'v  other  secret  methods  of  oii'lainiiiK  news!'  I  i,'lanccd  al 
poor  Sav.iae  and  perceived  tliat  he  too  b'll  as  I  did.  for  he  had 
liirnod  finite  p,i|e  beneatli  his  tan.  Kven  ilaiis  was  affected,  for 
he  wbispercil  to  me  in  nntcll  :  '■  TIicm'  are  not  men:  Ihese  are 
devils,  Haas,  ,'iiii|  ||||,:  journey  of  ours  i-  one  inio  bell    " 

Only  liav'nall  s.il  stern,  silent  and  apiiarentiv  onilc  unmoved. 
Indeed  Iherc  was  s.imetliin;.'  almn-l  -pbinx-like  alioul  the  s,.| 
and  .expression  of  his  hand-nine  face      Moreover.  I  felt  >iire  dial 
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I'  i 


.'.'n    „'i",'     ,1""  '■'■"""">'■.''  "»■  >nanV  stn'ri^jtl.  nn.l  .l.tcrniirm- 
H     ,.  M      m"  .'"'■  "'"  •',""■  "'"'  "'"'"'  ""•>  """'  '•'■'■k'"'  -ri".i  I 

':  '"  "'  '  '•> p  il^o  tiMl  It  «i,«  r.Hlsil,^  thrni  ^n,v,.  ,,„xi..tv 
h..,,.  |,o,v,.r  |„„1  „n  i.vnil.  „)„,.,.  f,,|,.  »:,-  (|„.  mtl'vnlZ 
pofiM.i  lip  ,i,„|  ^,,1,1  1,1  „  ,.|,,|,|j,|,,|  ^„|,.,,  ,,||,|  III  „,|||||| 

r.  I      ,     ','•     .""'    '■'■""'"''"■I-  Hint   llhTP   i.   I),i,'  \Vh(,   writ..- 

•I'on  III..  h.M,k  .,1  th,-  l„.,-,rl.  Wlm  i-  ||„.  I.nnI  „f  „-  J  ,  ,   ,      , 

■■  i«oil  1-  mill  so  |,.|  i(  I,,,.  ■  |„,  „;„„,.p,.,|      ..  \-    ,  , 

Y'-^.      I  rc|ilic,l.  ■■  Imia  is  iIm'  r„,„l  ,,f  |if,. 
wliiit  iiwiuts  lis  I'lr  w,.  <,■■■  its  end—,,!!.!  i,ft,.|-? 


■'I'll  "111)  knows 


«!■  liHil  left  ,Mid  i.vin  ll„.  I,  -I  ,„„.|,i|,  „iip,„(.  I  hiMl  "I,  i  , 
no«„|,,.ht  M  „„,•  „,yst,.ri„„s  .srort  whirl,  si-nic  ,  I  ,v,  s  , 
from  th,-  ili.siTl  MS  thou(rh  hv  n.;i^.ip  '"""*■ 

Phis  wiis  [he  m.-inniT  of  our  niiir.h  :  A  mill'  or  s,,  .,i,,.,„i  „f 
"s  «..nt  H  ,,rk,.|  of  ,.i,.|„  or  I,..,  nin,  ,ni„i'  I'l      ,  ,„'',. 
ho„  ts.   .Joiiht^loss  to  j..iv,.  w,-,ri,i„f.  of  ,,nv  il,„ij.,r      Vvl         ..v 
nr  four   hiinrirri!   v,„-,|s   aw.v,    follow,.,!   o    tmh    of  ,,1,'|,,      ', 

mPn""':in:"l""'l?J"  '■' ''"'"""  ''""•  """  '"■"!""  i  -M  U^^^^^^^ 
mpii.    nioiiiil,.,!    hkp   I'vcrvonc   ,.1-,.     'oi,l    i,.-.,n,.„    i    i-    ,"';';'''■' 

..rin^  of  ,.„„,„,s  MdPi,  win,  J,,,.rt.>'t::  uTll't^ 
mill  ^ill  our  t'oo,  s.    in-  in  iii;  ihp  (ifiv  ..in.>^  ....  i  .i.  ',■ 

wh.lj.  men  m.il  linns,  e^d,  of  ns  riili,,,;  „s  s'v  I ',,,  ,,,"'''; 
as  Afn,.,,  |,,„  |„,„,|.  On  our  ri,l,t  ,1^,,  ilisM,  i, ,.  i  ,  „  i  ^  , 
milp.  «nd  i,Uo  on  o„r  loft.  l,..vP||,.rl  olhpr  l,o,li,.~  -  f  thP  Kpndih 
nl   Ihi.   sHm,.   ,„„nPr„:,l  st,.Pn,.,h  .is  ,|,„   „,„,,,,,   „  ,,  ,"  n^^"*   ! 

Thus  w,.  joiirnpypd  in  Hip  iPiitrp  of  ,i  siniiirp  whpnpp  „nv 
Pspn,,p  .Aonl,!  h.-,vP  h,-,-,,  ini,,ossit,l,.,  for  I  for,/,,,  ,«  s^v  tat  our 
keppprs  Inrrtt  nnd  Miir.lt  ,.o,!,.  Px.iPfh  liPhind  us  it  uch  i 
d,flanrplh)itwp,onMp„ll|olhi.n,  if  wp  wished  .    " 


CHARdF;  ' 


no 


Al  flrst  I  found  tlii>  incthoil  of  ti.ivclling  \it\  liriii);.  ii-  ijoes 
i-veryon''  who  i''  (|uitc  iin(i((U>loinH(l  to  uiiiii'l-k'u  k.  Itidfci,  rlio 
»Mnj.'  ;iiid  Ihc  jolt  oj  Ihi'  -wift  (i-.Mtiiii>  hi'iiiMlh  mi'  icitiumI  to 

wrench  niv  Ijonrs  usniider  to  >uih  i xIimiI  Ihiit  nl  l|i>'  tiivinniuK 

I  had  onrc  or  twir,.  lo  In-  lifted  from  thr  snddli'  when,  iiftir  hoiir< 
of  torliii'.',  al   Icnfith  we  i  unipi'd  for  the  nifihl      Poor  Sava»ti' 

sufferoil  rvcri  more  ihaii  1  did.  for  Hi diou  nduifd  him  to  a 

kind  of  jiHIy  Kaf/nall.  howiAvr.  «li,,  |  think  hail  liddi'ii  laHH-U 
IwfoiT,  fidt  litlli'  iii.oiivihiinci',  and  Ih"  -imir  mav  hi'  said  of 
Huns,  who  rode  in  all  -iirl<  of  positions,  soimlinii's  siili'wavi 
likt  .1  lady,  and  al  othirs  kiiiMdin«  on  IIh-  saddh'  liki-  a  monki-v 
on  a  baiTPl-orfian.  Also,  hvmit  ^itv  liulit  and  loii):li  as  limpi-'. 
Ihi'  sw.iyinf!  motion  did  not  sifin  to  afhii  him. 

Uy  di'dii'i-s  all  Ihcsi'  Ironhli's  left  ii>  to  sin  li  an  r>.ti'nl  lliul  I 
(ould  roM"i-  my  lifly  niiirs  a  day,  more  or  hs<,   wi;iioiil   cviMi 

reidinj,'  tirivl.     Ind I  I  frrew  lolikr  II,-  lit,,  in  that   pur.'  and 

spurklinK  disiTt  air.  pi'ihaps  lifiaiisi'  it  wa^  -o  icslfiil.  Day 
after  day  we  jounii'yed  nn  aiross  Ihe  endle-s.  sandv  plain, 
watihin.a  Ihe  -^iiii  rise,  w.itdijii^'  it  •;iow  hifili.  waliliinj;  it  sink 

again.     Mishl  after  iiiv'lil  we  :il r  simple  fund  with  appetite 

and  slept  I)enealli  Ihe  slilteriiif!  stars  till  llie  new  dawn  hroke 
in  glory  from  Ihe  hosom  of  the  iniinea^iiralile  Ka-t. 

We  spoke  hilt  little  during'  all  this  linn  II  was  a-  lliougli 
the  sil-iicf  of  the  wilderness  had  frot  hold  of  ii-  iind  sealed  our 
li|is.  Or  (lerhaps  eaeh  of  us  was  oeeiipied  w  itii  his  ow  n  thoughts. 
At  any  rale  1  know  that  for  my  |iarl  I  ~eenied  to  live  in  a  kind 
of  dreamlaiid.  thinkitiji  of  Ihe  pa-l.  retleitiiif;  miieh  upon  Ihe 
iniiiimeralile  prohlems  of  lhi>  |ia>siiif.-  show  railed  life    lull   not 

payiri»f  iniieh  I I  lo  Ihe  future.     What  did  Ihi'  future  mailer 

lo  me,  who  did  not  know  whether  I  should  h.ive  a  share  of  it 
even  for  another  moiitli.  or  week,  or  day,  <iirroiiiided  as  I  was 
hy  the  shadow  of  death. ^  No,  I  troiihled' little  as  to  anv  earthly 
future,  alllioii{<h  I  admit  that  in  this  oasis  of  ealm  I  rellected 
upon  that  state  where  pa.st,  present  and  future  will  all  he  one; 
also  that  tho.se  refleetions,  whieh  were  in  Iheir  essenre  a  kind  of 
jnshaped  prayer,  hroiiglit  mueh  ealni  lo  m\  spirit. 

With  the  regiment  of  escort  we  had  (praetieallv  no  eommiiniea- 
tion;  1  think  that  Ihey  had  heen  I'orhidilen  In  talk  to  u^.  They 
were  a  very  silent  set  of  men.  linely-niade.  .apahle  persons,  of  ah 
Arah  type,  light  rather  than  dark  in  eoloiir,  who  seemed  for  the 
most  part  to  eomnmnieale  with  each  other  hv  <ii;ns  nr  in  low- 
muttered  words.  Kvidenlly  they  looked  upon  Ilarrtt  and  .Mariit 
with  i^reat  veneration,  for  any  order  whieh  either  of  these 
brethren  gave,  if  they  were  linllireii.  w.is  oheved  willioul 
dispute  or  delay.  Thus,  when  I  happened  lo  mention  thai  I  had 
lost  a  poeket-knife  at  one  of  our  eaniping-p!!ii»>-;  two  days' 
journey  biuk,    three   of  them,    mneh   again-t    niv    wish,    were 
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ordered  lo  reliirn  to  look  for  it.  nnd  did  so,  m  iLinir  no  n„e<tion 

lo^t  a  .  imel,  t,ul  «i|h  II,..  knife,  whirti  th.v  Inn I  I.   n,"  wi  h 

W^VV  •■""'  '  '?"'"'^  "'■"  '  '^"  •"'"'""•''  I'-  t^"'  '    ..  M   n" 

the    Kenduh    .oiinlrv.    our   „„ly    ,,||,    „i,|,    t|,,.„,    „  ,   !     ., 
incidents  of  travel,  „(  „l,en.  «,-  sl,„nld  ,-.,n„,.  „f  how  f  r  il  miW  t 
be  to  the  ne.,t  w„tnr,  for  waler-hole.s  or  ol,  well"  exi    e,    i,T  hN 
desert,  of  surh  bird-  «s  we  «,,w,  nnd  .o  i„,lh      As  to  o  her  >nH 

more  ,mporl,ml  nwlters  «  kind  of  irne ,„e  i  to  pre  .         s,m 

olwerved     h„t     hey  were  alwny.  ,tndvin^,.   ,.s,   and    '  pecii     '■ 
Lord  Knvn„l     who  rode  .,n    .lay   after    I,,;,    se  f.,  |„rb Id    nnd 

Thus  we  eovereii  hun,lre,|s  of  niile^  „„f  |e.<  tli.an  live  liundre.l 
.1  he  le.ast  re.konint-  our  progress  at  onlv  II  irf"  i  e'  ,  av 
neludiUM  >l..pi.af..es.  F.ir  o.Ta>ir,nalh  we  it,  ,  ■  j  ,,  |  ,■  er' 
holes  or  Mnall  oases,  wh.re  the  .annds  drank  and  re  ..,  I  ,lee,l' 
hese  were  so  conveniently  arran.e,!  Ihat  I  ean.e  to  he  'one  : 
Mon  that  onee  there  noisf  havr.  |,e,.„  some  .-lahli'  I  e,l  m,  e 
runninj!  across  tli,>"  wa^^lelnnd*  lo  the  "  „,tl,  '"'"  "^'.'  /<"'« 
.r,ylili„„„,  knowledge  re„.:i,;:j'li;h  thl^K;  i  ^  „d  '"  ,  ^ 
t  had  not  hecn  used  for  generation.,   for  «ave    lm<e  of  one  nn 

of  camels  or  othr  r  heasls.  or  indee,!  any  «isn  „S  nrin      Th.  ,,i  „ 
was  an  absolute  wihiern,-.  „  her.,     olhin.    liv.M    ev..,.;^  '  , 
snmll  mammals  at  Ihe  oa-e.  and  Ihe  Idrd'H,  ."  '^^e?  i  "^ 

the  air  o,,  lhe,r  way  lo  more  ferlile  regions.     1,1  .!,.'<.'  7v  the 

«ay.   1  saw  many   thai  are  know, |h  to  Fun.p e  an.l  Afrie. 

especially  docks  and  er,ine<:  al=o  .|ork.  tir.t    f,,.-  ■    JL  \ 

At  last  th,.  ehara.ler  of  Ihe  connti  v  t.egan  lo  chant-c      r„->,  ■ 

appeared    on    its    lower    Ivini.    <irei;i ,1,^;,  u         .i 

.K.casional  frcs  an.l  among  ,he  I  m. '  a  few '     ,eK    "iiuJ'Z 

leii.  a  Kat  II  ,t  .au.ed  our  L'rave  escort   lo  sl.in.  in    .   f,.;!.!,,,, 

:i^"'h;f;;""' ""  ""•  ""•>• """  —•■•  ^•■""  -y"--  -'  il-i^ 

That  night,  while  w(.  were  eating  the  veni-,,,,  „iih  relish 
.^ince  ,t  was  Ihe  lir^t  f,.e.h  meat  thai  we  lia.l  la-l  Vf,^r  ma,  v  a 
.lay^  I  observed  that  the  di.posilion  of  our  can,,,  was  dmeren 
from  Its  common  torn.  Thus  it  was  smaller  and  place  on  „, 
.■m.nence.  Also  the  can.eN  were  n.,(  allowed  t,.  \-r'y7  w  h,  re 
icy  wou'd  as  usual,  hut  ^v,^n.  kept  within  a  limite.l  a,-ea  w t^^ije 
e.r  rulers  were  ar.-a„Hed  in  L-roun^  outbid.,  of  them  Fm^her 
the  Mores  «ere  piled  near  our  lent-,  in  Ihe  c,.„lre.  with  guardJ 
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set  ov.T  them.     I  iwked  Hurrtt  iitifl  MiirAt,  who  uer.-  .hnrliii!  our 
iiipnl.  ;hc  rcii-Kin  ot  Iheac  iilli'rnlioiiri. 

"  It  is  bfr.Mis.'  «!•  err  on  IIih  lioiflcr-'  ut  Ihr  K.ii,|„h  niiiiilrv  ■ 
anxwen'd  olil  ll.inll.  Four  il.vj  morr  iii.rcli  will  l,rii]«"m 
intTi',  Miicumn/iina  " 

•'  Thi'ii  why  should  you  lake  iin-iiiiili<iri<  atMlnsl  vour  own 
peoDit?     Surely  llicy  will  wili  nmc  ymi." 

"  With  speiirs  |irrha|H.  Mm,  uilin/aim,  learn  that  the  Keiidah 
are  i.ut  one  hut  two  |ieo|ile  A^  vou  niav  have  b':n;\  hi'fore  we 
are  the  White  Kendall  hul  there  are  aNo  lllai  k  Kendah  'whii 
nutnuniber  us  many  lime-  over,  thouiih  in  the  heirinninu  we 
iroiii  the  north  (ijiip|nered  llieni.  or  so  savs  oin-  hi-torv  The 
White  Kendah  have  their  (m  n  ternlorv:  Im'l  a<  there  is  no  other 
road,  to  reach  it  we  niii-l  pas^  Ihroiitdi  that  of  llie  niiiek  Kendall 
where  It  IS  alwa>s  [,„>.ih|,.  Miat  we  i,i«y  he  utlaeked,  espfnuiu' 
as  we  hnni! -.tranper- iiil..  Il.e  land." 

"How  is  it  then  that  the  ItI.ek  Kendaii  allow  vou  to  live  i.l 
all.  Ilarill,  if  lliey  are  -o  niueli  111.' more  leioiis'  " 

"  lleeause  ot  fear,  Maenniazana.  Tliev  r,.ir  our  wisdom  and 
the  decrees  of  the  ller.veidv  Child  -|iokeri  thron'.di  the  nionlh  of 

L'.'-m'"^,'';."'"/.'',  "  '•  '■'  ""■'•'"'•■'I   '•"'  I'rinK  a  ,  nr-e  u|.on  them 
Mill,   If  they  imd   us  oiit..i,|e  our  lionl-i-s   thev   mav  kill   us     if 
hen  ran    as   we  may  kill  tleni   if  w  ,_■  Hr„|   them' within  our 
horders. 
"  Ind.  e,|.  Ilenlt.     Then  it  looks  to  me  a-  thoimo  IIhiv  were  a 

war  hi iiiii;  hetween  yon." 

■ii'^  ""'•  i>  ''.'■'•■■'linK.  M.-eiiniazan,!.  the  la^l  L-re.il  war  in  wliiel, 
either  the  While  hetidali  or  the  Illaek  Ke.id.ili  mii^l  |,eri<h      Or 

lierhaps  holh  will  die  l,ii;etl,er.     .\hn  he  that   is  ||„.  , ,.,.,ho„ 

why  we  have  askeil  >on  to  he  our  4;ie'~t.  M.ieiim.iz.nia  "  ,i,id 
Willi  lh,.|r  usual  eoiirleous  hows,  holh  of  Iheni  rose  and  driiarted 
liefore  I  i-ould  rei'ly.  ' 

"  Von  sp,.  iiow  it  -lands."  1  s,-.id  to  l(;if.'n;dl 
hroiiKliI   here  to  liL'ht  for  our  friendv    ll.irrtt 
a(;aijist  their  rehellious  siihjecls.  or  ralher  lie 
jointly  with  them    ' 

"  It  looks  like  it."  h..  ,-eplie,|  ,|uiellv.  "  hnl  d..iiM|,.ss  „,.  -|,:,|| 

lind  out  Ihe  Irulh  in  11 .hkI  nie.inwhile  wp,.,.|,i;iti,,n  i-  no  -rjod 

1)0  you  so  to  hed.  (^lualerm.iin.  I  wilLwaleli  till  midni'dir  an.| 
Ihen  wake  vou. 

That  nifiht  pas-.'d  in  si,re|>  .\,.xt  ,|„v  w  mairlie.l  |„.f„n.  It,,. 
ilawn.  j'assinp  throudi  rounlry  Ihal  Krew  eonlinn.aMv  |„.|u.,- 
watered  an,l  more  ferlij...  lho,i!:h  it  wa<  .|ill  „,„.„  pj„ii,  hut 
^lopmp  upwards  ever  more  -I,,  ply.  ..„  n,;.  pi,,i„  ,  ,|,„.  ,,,.^,1^ 
•  if  antelopes  anil  what  in  th,.  di-laii,,'  lo,,k,.d  lifc.'  ,;inlM  Iml  no 
human  heinfj.  Refore  eveniii.'  w  eamr.eil  wlie,v  there  wa<  Bood 
water  and  plentv  of  food  for  Ih..  ,aniei.  * 


•  We  hav,'  hi'ell 

Marill   and  Co.. 
Kina  who  reiens 
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While  till'  i.iiu|<  «ii>  liiiii);  ■'il   liar  At  niiiii'  anil  iiivilnl  ii 
folluw  him  lu  thi-  uutpo-'N.  uhciiii'  he  :iaiil  we  >U(iiilil  fvf  a  view. 
Wi'  niilki'it  with  hini.  n  imitter  <if  mil  iiiiii'i'  Ihan  a  i|iiarli'i'  of  ,i 

mill'  III  llii'  hiNiil  iif  Ihiil   rl |>  kIiIiIi  wc  IiuiI   Iii-cii  IriiMlliiiK 

all  ilii>.  mill  llienri'  )ifiii'iM'i|  imi'  cif  Ihi'  inii-(  vliiriim-  |irn~|ii'iN 
nil  whiili  my  I'Vi'-  liavr  falli'ii  in  nil  vnal  Aliini  Kruiii  «  hi'ii' 
WI'  -food  Ihi"  IhiiiI  -ln|ii'il  -li'i'ply  for  a  iiiaMii'  iif  li'ii  nr  llfti'.'ii 
mil  -.  till  liiially  Ihc  (all  I'liili'il  in  a  va>l  plain  likr  In  Ihi'  hnllnm 
nl  iilKHiilir  <«ur('r,  that  I  |)ri'«iim.'  in  -nmi'  (ar  linii'  nf  llii' 
wi  <  hi^loiy  was  iinii'  an  I'lioi'inniii  laki'  A  rivir  ran  I'a-I 
ami    Mcul    airn-<   this   plain    ami    inlii   it    fi'll    liilnilaiii's       Kar 

lieyoiid   Ihi     riviT  llir  innlniii's  ol  thi'  cniinti\    i aiain   till. 

many,  miiiiy  milf-  away.  lhi'ri'a|i|H'ari'it  a  -nlii.nv  hill  liimiiliir'- 
shapeil,  which  si'cnii'il  in  In'  rnviTeil  with  Im-h 

lli'.villiil  ami  iiiri'iiiiiiiliii).'  this  hill  was  mnri'  |iP,in  uhirli  with 
Ihc  aid  of  my  piiwcrfiil  jilassi's  was.  wc  cnnlil  sec.  Iiiirilcicd  at 
last    hy    a   rant'c   nf  (iri'at    lilnnnlaiiis.    Innkiim'   like   a   liliic   lini' 

pemillp'l  airiiss   the  nnrthcrn  dislai Tn  Ihc  ca^l   and   wc-t 

Ihc  plain  scciiicd  In  he  illimilahlc  t)h\i,iii-ly  its  nil  was  of  a 
iiiiisl  fertile  iliaMitcr  and  snppopled  niiinlici's  of  inhaliilanls.  for 
cvHrywherc  we  cniild  see  their  kraals  or  xillauc-  .Much  of  il 
lo  the  we^l.  however,  was  covered  will.  i|eii-c  forest  with,  to 
all  appearance,  a  clearing  in  its  midst. 

■  llchold  the  lajid  of  the  Kemlah."  said  llarrtl.  '  On  this  side 
if  Ihc  lliver  Tava  live  the  Itlack  Kendall,  on  Ihc  farther  side  the 
While  Kemlah    • 

■  .\nil  will.;  is  Ihat  hill?  "  I  asked. 

•  That  is  the  Holy  Montil.  the  Home  of  the  llcavenlv  IJiild. 
where  no  man  may  set  foot  "—here  he  looked  al  ns  ineaninjily— 
"  s.ive  the  priests  of  the  Child." 

What  ha|i|)ens  lo  him  if  he  ilnes;i  ■•  |  „^\f^,,^] 
"  He  dies,  my  Lird  .Macnma/,ana." 
■Then  il  is  fiiiariled.  llarrtl?" 

■  It  is  (fiiarded.  not  willi  mortal  wea|ioiis.  .\laciinia/unn.  hut 
liy  the  spirits  that  waich  over  the  Child." 

As  he  would  say  no  more  on  this  inlcresiin;;  matter.  I  asked 
him  as  lo  the  nnmliers  of  the  Kcmiali  people,  lo  w  hich  he  replied 
that  the  lllack  Kendall  mit-'ht  nnnilier  twcidy  Hi  .nsam;  men  of 
nnn-hearing  ajie.  hut  the.  White  Kendah  mil  more  than  two 
thonsaml. 

'  Then  mi  wonder  yon  want  spirits  to  jiiianl  air  Heavenly 
Child,  '  I  remarked.  '  since  the  Black  Kemlah  are  your  foes  anil 
wilh  yon  Warriors  are  few." 

At  this  moment  our  conversali.in  wa<  internipted  bv  the 
arrival  of  u  picket  on  a  enmiil.  wlio  reported  sonielhinj!  to  Ifarilt 
which  appeared  lo  ilistnrli  I'.im.  I  asked  hiin  what  was  the 
matter 
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"  Tliil  i-  111!'  iiiiilli'P,"  hi'  -III. I  iiMffiliriy  1,1  .1  Ill/Ill  iii'iiiril'il  mi 

•I  l•llll^■ll  I >   wild  J  i>l  IIm'ii  ,i|  i.i.uiiiI  (i'imii  I..  IiIiiiI  -i.uh'  Im-lii'^ 

iIhiiiI  liiiir  II  mill'  ii»iiy.  vullii|iiiiv  il(i»ii  tlir  -ln|»'  tiiwiiril-  llii* 
pliiiii.  •■  Mr  i-  i>iw  iif  III.'  -iciiil-  iif  SiiiiliH.  Kill)  iif  III,'  lll;i,k 
Ki'iiiliih.  1111,1  hi'  ■;lll'^  III  Siiiili;,  -  liiMii  ill  Minili'i'  I'ui'-I  l,i  innki' 
ri'luirl  lit  iiiii'  iirriv.il  Hiliirri  In  riiiii|i  M.n  iiTiiiiiiiiiii  iiinl  ral, 
for  «i'  Iiiii-I  iiiiinli  rtilli  Ihi'  I'i-iiii;  nf  Ihi'  iiifHiii    ' 

As  riiiiii  »<  Mil'  iiiiHiii  ri»i'  VM'  man  lii'il  .ii'iiinliii^'ly.  nllhiiiiuh 

till'   riiiiii'l.-.   iii.'iny    iif   whirli    >M'|','   II h    wiirii    wilh    III,'   Iniiu' 

jiiiinii'v,  i,'iii'ii'l\  hill!  hi'i'ii  (I'lM'ii  linii'  In  lill  IIh'Iii-i'Im'^  iiihI 
null,-  111  ii'-l  Ml  iiiutil  \M'  iiiiirili,',!  ,Iii»m  IIh'  jiinu  -lii(,i',  mily 
JMiiliiii.'  hir  hiiir  nil  hmir  lii'liiri'  ilii>li|j|il  In  i',i|  soiiii'IIiIiil'  iiihl 
r«'iirr.ini;i'  Hi,,  Inmls  on  Ih,'  liiiKy.it'i'  lirn-l-,  whiili  ii,,«.  I  niiliii'il. 
«,'ii'  vn.ii'il,',!  Willi  I'vlni  ,'ari'  When  \\r  hit,'  ^larliiiv  .il:  liii 
Miii'ill  ,airi,'  III  II''  .iiiil  n'liiiirki'il  '\ilh  lii-  ii-ii:il  ■.iiiii,-.  mi  In  naif 
nf  lii<  liiiilhor  ilariM,  » ho  «as  iilhi'i-w i-i'  invivi'il.  Ihil  il  niishi 
III'  wi'ii  it  «,'  hail  oiii-  min>  ri'aily.  <iiiii'  «!■  wit,'  inli-rinL'  Ihi' 
Ian, I  •  Ih,'  ,'],'|ihaiil  Jaiia  an,!  ■  who  kiii'W  lint  that  wr  niiuhl 
iiirt't  him  ^  " 

■  (Ir  his  wiir.hi|ipi'ps  on  |\mi  Ii'o-,  '  I  siiuvi'stiil,  I,'  v\  hi,  li  his 
mil>  i','|ily  was  „  nml 

Sii  wi'  f-iil  mil'  ri'iii'aliiiir  ril1,'s.  sum,,  nf  llic  lir~l  thai  wit,'  i'mt 
mull'.  si'i'vi,-,.,ihl,'  Iml  i-alhiT  rmn|i|irali',l  w,'a|i,in~  thai  lii"'(l  Tivi- 
,arlri,lf!i  s.  Ilmis,  linw ,'M'r.  with  my  |ii'iiiiis>jnn.  aimi'il  hinisi'lf 
with  III.'  lillli'  Piirili'y  jiii'ii'  lliai  was  niinii',1  ■  Inhinihi.  "  thi- 
-insli'-hiiri'i'ili'il.  mii//l,'-lnailiiiv  vmi  w  hi.  h  hail  ilmii'  mi'  .^o  iiiiii-h 
-,ryi,i'  ill  ,'ai'li,'r  ila>s.  ami  ryi'ii  on  m>  la-t  ;mii'ni'\  In  Pi'iici- 
laiiil  III'  saiil  that  hi'  was  arriislnniiMJ  to  il  anil  iliil  mil  iiiiiIit- 
slaml  lli"-i'  iH'w-fantli'il  lii',',',lilnail,'i's,  al-n  Ihal  it  was  ■■  liii'kx  ' 
I  ronsi'iili'il  as  I  ,li,|  nnl  thin!;  Ilial  il  inaili'  miiih  ,lifl('r,'nr,'  with 
what  kin, I  nf  rilli'  Hans  was  [irnvirti'il  As  a  mark-man  hi'  had 
this  |ii"iiliaril.\  :  ii|i  to  a  hiinilri'tl  yariN  np  so  hi'  was  an  I'Vri'llrnf 
shot,  hill  liiyomi  Ihal  ,lis|,ini','  n,i  uilhI  al  all. 

A  ,|iiai'li'i'  i.r  an  lioiir  lai.'p.  as  th,'  ,l,iwfi  was  hi'.' ikiii!!,  «n 
•a--,, I  lliioiiph  a  kinil  of  iirl,  of  rniiph  -Iain's  ImiiliTinL'  Ihi'  tlat 
„.nil.  anil  I'mi'rcil  in  a  riimpail  lioily  on  to  Ihi'  I'llui'  of  Ihi'  ^trassy 
[.lain.  lli'iT  Ihi'  Horil  was  pivi'ti  lo'hall  fop  a  ri'.-ison  Ihal  liPrami' 
I  liar  In  mi.  -o  soon  a-  1  was  out  nf  llii'  poi  ks.  For  Ihi'ri'. 
Iiiarrhinu'  papiilly.  nnl  half  a  mill'  away,  wi'pi'  sonn'  livi'  hiinrlpi'd 
whiti'-polii'il  mi'ii.  A  larvi'  |iro|iorlinn  nf  tlii'sc  wppr  mminti'd, 
III,'  ri.'-l  l«'in(;  o'll-soliliiTs.  nf  whom  mop,'  wnpi'  piinninc  up 
I'M'ry  miniili',  a|i|iparin;;  out  nf  hush  llial  l-pi'w  iipnii  Ilia  hillsiflo, 
appapi'iilly  to  ijispnii'  niip  passaf;.'.  Th's,'  pi'opl,'.  who  wi.pii 
l.lark  fai'i-H  willi  fii/,/y  liair  npim  whii'h  lh,y  wnn-  no  In-ail-ilrcss, 
all  -I'l'nn'd  111  I..'  apmi'il  wilh  s|i|.|||'s. 

I'ppspiitly  fpom  oiil  nf  th,'  mass  of  Ihi'iii  I  wo  hnpspmcn  ilashi'ii 
torwapil    on,'  nf  whom  hori'  n  whili'  llap  in  Ink^n  Ihal  Ihpv  rami.' 


120 


THK     IVORY    CHILD 


to  parley.     Our  advance  piinrrt  allow,.,!  iln'm  to  |;as«  and  Ihev 

S^T!  ?iN  ''°'  «"'7V",r"^' '""  *"■•" "'"  ''^'mels,*!!!,  wonder- 
ful sk  II  111  at  length  ll„.y  ,aui,.  I„  where  we  were  with  Harflt 
and  Manit,  and  pullinf:  „(,  llieir  horses  ^o  stiarnlv  that  the 
animals  almost  sat  liown  on  Heir  haiMi,!,,..,  sainted' hv  rais  nl; 
their  spears.     They   were   very   linc-lookin,    fH  ow  ,    ,er  ect^^ 

hinek  m   .olonr  w,lh  a  n,.^.roi,!  ,.asl   of  ,„n„l ne,    an,l   lo  r 

f  >  zleri  ha.r  vvhioh  hnnf;  down  on  to  their  shonhl.T,      Their 

tnd',l,..l"l''^il/  ''■/""'■''''"^  ':'.'"'"■   '•'""'«   '"■^'-•h''^   'hat 
lesinihl,.,!    Iialhiriu-  drawers.    ?ani  a  s,    an, I   an    arran-enii-nt    nf 

,      r„  e  ,.hal,,s  whi.h  s,.,.n,e,l  ,o  he  made  ,,f  smno     ilv,™    "ne," 

that  hnnir  from  t  „.,r  n,vks  aeros.  the  invast  and  ha,-k.'    The 

oni  a  li,-  t.      This,  as  1  nscrlanie,!  afterwarik,  wa<  111,,  resula- 

,    rri,.ir'    s'L.?' ""■'"    ■■""""-,  l''"^''    f^'"'''"-      ''■l'^'    f'^of""'" 

',v,n,  '■''"'"',•  "  '■"'""'  ''■■"'"^''  ^''i'-''1.  f«"  throwing 
jaM.hiis  or  av-i-ais.  .,n,l  a  eiir^ ,nifo  will,  a  horn  handle 

(.re.lrTiL-.  I'n,pl„.|.  „f  (he  Child  :   ■  cri,;d  one  of  them      "  We 

Inonlh'orSi;  /he'Ki:!::' ■^""   •"""'   '''"'  ^P'^'"'^   '*'-"""•'   ""■ 

'<im.'*"n'"V-"'T''''''".'''n  "f  ""•  '''^"1  •'"'">■      '^Vhal    word   ha. 
•Smlia  (he  Knig  lor  iisi'  '    answ,.r,..,l  llarrtl. 

.^.''J''"    T""'  ."^  "''^    f'"r'l>ff-     What   ,lo  von    l,ev„nd    vonr 
southern   l,o,,n,„r.y  ol   the   Tava  river   in    the   territorv   of  tl  ■' 

..lack  h,.n,lah,  Ihat  was  s,.al,.d  lo  tln'm  hy  , t  af(,.r  the  hatlle 

a  lnMulr,.,l  y,.,,rs  ago?  Is  not  all  th,.  land  to  the  north  a< 
h  r  as  the  .nonidauis  and  heyond  th,^  monnlains  enough  for  voiP 
^mha  the  hmg  ,.|  y„„  g„  onl.  hoping  that  the  ih^sert  would 
swalhnv  yon.  linl   nliiin  yon  shall  not." 

w.'ilJ'"'.'  Iy^''''■'",''"""    I"'''r"*'>"  '"I'li"'!  "■"■Ill    i"  .-1  snave 
le    1  Jana  ,.    h,-  more  pow,.rfMl  in  ll„.  land.     Sli  I.  as  we  would 

.mad    Moo,|shP,l    ,f    we    n.ay.    we    ,l,..ire    lo    ex,dain    to    von 
ess,_.ngers  of  h,ng  S.v.l.a.  that  we  are  here  n,!on  a  (.eac/fni 

err.ni,  .     It  w:,s  nee,.ssary  Ihat  w,.  shonhl  conv,.v    he  whi  e  lor 
0  make  an  olp.ring  lo  the  Chihl.  and   this   was  the  oi  Iv  ro, 

hy  wh,eh  w,.  eonl,M,.„l  lh,.m  to  11,..  Holy  Mo,„,t.  sin.'e  1 1    v  com  ' 
■om  Ih,.  .south      1hr,a,gh  Ihe  fori'sls  and  the  swamps  that  he 

lo  the  east  ,-,,ifl  wpsi  i-,„n,.ls  (annot  Iravel." 

.1  ''  r,"'!  ,"'■';''  ';;  "'"  '"''"'''"-  "'"'  ""■  ''^''''"  ""■"  """'''  make  tn 
the  Child.  I'rophel?  (Ih  !  w,.  know  well.  f„r  like  vou  we  hav,. 
o((r  mag,.-.  Ihe  offering  that  Ihey  must  n.ak,.  is  n,..  ,,|„„',  ,■ 
Jana  our  god,  which  yon  have  hroudit  ni  here  to  kill  wit 

^gamst  Jana  the  «od      Now.   ^.iv,-  |e  „s  thHse  while  men  fl° 
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wp  mny  offer  thnni  to  Ihf.  «i,d,  i.iid  porolwncp  Siriil,.,  ll„.  KiiiK 
Will  let  von  ■■o  lliniiipli.  * 

■^'  \Vh,v?  "  .-ivk,',!  lliirul,  ■  .,.,.i,i:-  |||„t,  v„„  ,|wl.wc  tli.it  the 
vhile  n,n,  ,.,„n„t  hnm,  1,,.,.  ,„  .vhoni  in.M  Ih.v  wi<h  „o 
harm  T,.  snrrrn.lc,.  th..,,,  to  y(,u  that  IIihv  ,„;.v  i„.  |„rn  to 
pire|-s  !)>•  til..  ,l-.v,l  .tana  would  br  t..  I,iv„k  Ihrl.w  of  li„<pitalitv 
for  they  «r.  our  gnosts.  Now  nti.r,,  t„  Sinilv,  II,..  Kinr  nd 
^^uy  to  ^imha  lliat  it  l„.  lift.  M   .|.,.ar  aL-Min-t  ,is  11,,.  tl,iT..fol 

n.r.e  of  tl„.  ,:|,  Id  si rail  ,>|,„„  l,i„,  a„d  m,k.„  vo„  Ui^^ZIP 

llie  ,'Urs,.  of  lIeavL.,1   l,y  slor,,,   or   liv  ,li„u,/l,t;    Tli..  rur^,-  of 

.ami,,,.     Jhe  rjiirsc  of  war.    1  tl„.  proplin  |,av,,.  .pok,',,.    l),.|,;,rt  •• 

Watohinf.',  I  could  >ee  that  this  nlliii.alm,i  di'livi-rc..!  by  llarflt 

HI  a  most  ,inpressivf.  voicp,  a„r|  srco, a-  il  was  l.v  ll,..'.,id,|,.i, 

and  s,multaneo,is  lift!,!,,  of  th-  spears  of  all  our  .•sco,'!  thai  wm" 

within    hoari,,?,     prn,|„,-,.,l    a    consider ri,,t     upo,,     n,,. 

mrsse,,^,.ra^  ThHr  fa,..s  „re„.  ,,Vaid  a„d  Ih-v  <l,rank  a  lit  le 
Ev,dontly  the  threcfohl  curs,,  of  the  ChiM  .„",.,!",  .'i 
calamities  whii^h  they  di'eaded.  Malii„i;  „„  ans;,..,.'"  „,ev 
wheehM  their  horses  about  a„d  (rallopid  hack  to  the  force  that 
was  jjalheriuj.  l,elow  as  swiftlv  as  thcv  bail  con,i. 

"We  must  lif-'ht.  my  Lord  Macuma'/uia,"  said  llan'il  ■■and 
il  we  w.nild  live,  conquer,  as  ^  know  that  we  shall  do  ■■ 

llieii  he  issued  somi^  orders,  of  which  llie  re-^ult  wa<  licit  the 
caravan  adapted  a  wcdL-e-shaped  formation  like  to  tint  of  -, 
(.Teat  flock  of  wildt.>wl  oiijhe  winir.  Ilar,-it  stationed  himself 
.■I  most  at  the  apex  of  the  triauL-lc.  I  » ill,  Hans  and  Marill  were 
about  the  centre  01, tlie  left  li,„..  „|,ii,.  |„.,.,,,|  ,„„,  ^,,^..,  .^';; 
(duced  opposite  to  ns  in  the  rif:l,t  line,  the  whole  width  .,f  the 
wedge  Peng  l,etwi-e,i  us.  The  h,ig.,;,.M.  cunel-  and  tl„.ir  1..,-  ders 
occupied  he  middle  space  between  the  li.ie-  and  wen.  followed 
by  a  small  r^.ar-,2iiard.  imuwin 

At  first  we  white  men  wer..  inclined  to  priite.,  at  Ibis  ^ctiara 

Hon.  but  when  Marrtt  ex, ,ed  to  u.-  thai  its  object  w.a.  to  she 

conhdeiice  to  Hie  two  divisions  of  the  force  and  also  to  minimise 

the  risk  ot  de.:tri,ctio„  or  capture  of  all  th,> f  us    of  loiir-" 

we  had  not  111,.,  more  to  s.ay.     So  we  ju-t   shook    bands     a,,,| 

;:;'.!' ;hi";;^il'^h:''j:;r""' ' "" '■-"-"-" '^'i- 

Then  w,.  parted,   poor  Savaue  looking,  vei'v  limp  indeed,   for 
this  wa.-  bis  lirsi   experience  of  war.     H,ip,„-,11.   however    who 

™me  0    an  old  liebtini..  .lock. ned  to  be  bappv  a-^  ,    kii,.' 

r  who  ba.l  known  so  many  h.illle..  «„.  ,h.-  rever'.,.  „f  |,ap„v' 
for  inconvx.mently  cnouiih  Iher,.  .las[,ed  i,do  n,v  mind  at  this 
juncture  the  dvinp  words  of  the  Zulu  c.inlaiii  and  seer.  .Mavo™ 
wb„-h  foretnhl  that  I  too  sh.a.l.i  fall  far  awas  in  war-  ,iiu  | 
wondercl  whether  tins  were  the  ocvasion  lliat  had  been  nres'n 
to  his  loieseciL'  mmd.  l"'--'iii 
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Only  llaus  .seemed  quite  unconcerned.  Indeed  I  nolcd  I 
lie  look  the  uppoilunily  iit  the  hidl  lo  lilt  iiml  ifjild  liis  la 
corn-cob  |il|ie.  :i  bit  of  Ijniviido  in  tlie  fiice  of  I'mvidence 
wliii  li  I  riiuld  liuve  kick:-d  him  h:id  he  finl  Iteen  perchetl  in 
usual  monkey  fushi'';i  on  the  lo[i  of  :i  vi'cy  lidl  eiunel.  The  i 
bowevei',  excited  the  admiiation  o(  Hie  Ki'iidah.  tor  I  hearil 
of  llieni  cull  to  the  others: 

"Look!  He  is  not  a  monkey  after  all.  bill  a  rann — nion 
a  man  Ihan  tiis  master." 

The  iirranjiemenis  were  soon  made.  Within  a  quarter  of 
hour  of  the  departure  of  the  messetifrers  llarilt.  after  bow 
tlirice  lowanl-  I  he  Holy  .Monnlaiii.  rose  in  bis  slirnips  i 
shakin<j  a  lonu'  spear  above  hi-  head,  shouted  a  single  word  ; 

■■  Chamel  " 


hat 
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111.'  Chilli:'- 


TiiF.  riili'  Ih.it  fiiiloHiMl  WHS  p'ltlly  i|iiiti'  I'xIiiliii-nlinK.  Tin' 
innicls,  niilHllhsUiiMllnj!  Ilii'ir  Imiir  jiuipri.  >,  ^pcini'il  lo  |mv,. 
(•auf.'ht  soiiir  of  the  critliii^^i.i-in  of  tlw  wur-hlirsp  as  ilcscnhpi!  in 
till'  Hook  of  Joh;  indiM'il  I  h:ifl  iin  iilea  thiil  thev  coulil  travi'l  at 
siiili  a  lalp.  On  we  s« iinf;  down  the  -ilopi'.  kcpfiiiig  p\iTlh'nt 
ordfr.  Mil'  fon'st  of  tall  sprars  ,<hininf;  and  thi'  litth'  lamrr-likc  ' 
in'inion-;  lliiltiTinj;  on  the  lircozo  in  a  vprv  fiallant  wav.  In 
sih-nci'  \vr  went  save  for  fhi>  thiiddinL-  of  thi'  linofs  of  tlip  laniid^ 
and  an  oivasional  si|Uoal  of  anpcr  a-  somi'  ridpi-  drnvi'  his  lanm 
liandlc  i  ilo  their  rih>  Not  until  we  ailuallv  joined  luillle  did 
a  -iirisli'  man  open  his  lips.  Then,  it  is  trim, '  " 
siTiinltaneiius  and  niiphtv  roar  of: 

■The  Child:     Death  to  Jana  ;     The  CliiM  : 

Jiiit  this  happened  a  few  minute?  later. 

As  \vi  drew  Tiear  (he  enem.v  I  saw  that  thev  had  massed  their 
footmen  in  a  dense  iKidy.  six  or  eifrht  lines  thiek.  There  Ihev 
stood  lo  reicive  the  impact  of  our  iharf.'e,  or  rather  the.v  did  not 
all  stand,  for  the  tirst  two  rank-  were  kneeliiii;  with  loi'iR  spears 
strelehed  oiil  in  front  of  tliem.  I  inia^'ine  that  Iheir  appearani-e 
must  have  ^-reatlv  resemhied  thai  of  Ihe  (ireek  ptialanx,  or  that 
of  the  Sw  iss  prepared  to  receive  cavalry  in  the  Middle  A<!es.  On 
eilher  side  of  this  formidahle  hody.  which  hv  now  nnist  have 
inimhered  four  or  live  hinidred  men.  and  at  .1  distance  perli.ip? 
of  a  (piarler  of  ,1  mile  from  Ihem.  were  "alhered  the  horsemen 
of  the  ftlack  Kendah.  divided  into  two  Imdies  of  nenrlv  equal 
stpengtii.  say  aliont  a  hundred  horse  in  each  hody. 

As  we  approached,  our  triaiifile  curved  a  little,  'no  douht  under 
the  direction  of  llarilt.  A  minute  or  so  later  I  saw  Ihe  reason 
It  was  that  we  mishi  strike  tlie  foot  soldiers  not  full  in  front 
lint  at  an  anple.  It  was  an  admirahle  niaiKeuvre.  from  when 
presently  we  did  sirikc.  we  eauf^ht  Iheni  sli-ihllv  lui  Ihe  (lank 
and  crumpled  them  np  My  word;  we  went  lliroiii;h  those 
fellows  like  a  knife  Ihrouffh  huller:  thev  had  as  much  chance 
agaiiisl  (he  rush  of  our  camels  as  ;i  hrown-paper  screen  has 
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aKainnt  n  (yphoon.     Over  thpy  rol'pfl  in  he^ps  while  the  White 
Ki'iiiliih  -[cillril  them  with  tlir-ir  i.iiii'os. 

'■  Till'  Chilli  is  top  (luji!  My  iiKincy  on  Ihe  Ch  Id,"  rcllected 
I  in  irp-VHirnt  >>i-<i:if\\  Rut  Ihiil  oxnil.ilion  was  ,remntiire,  (op 
those  Itl.iik  Kiiiiliih  were  hy  no  mean?  :ill  deird.  I'resenlly  I 
saw  thai  sror.  s  of  them  had  appeared  amoiifr  llie  eaniels,  which 
I  hey  w."re  enpased  in  s|i,l,|,i,ic,  or  IryinR  to  slah,  in  the  slomneh 
with  their  spears.  Also  !  had  lorsotten  tlie  horsemen.  ,\s 
our  eharfte  slackened  owlnfj  to  the  eomplieation  in  front,  ihese 
arrived  on  oiir  flanks  like  two  llinnderb(dts.  We  (ie  ed  atinnl 
and  did  (air  liest  to  meet  the  onslaiif/ht,  of  which  the  net  result 
WHS  thai  both  onr  left  .ind  right  lines  'were  pierced  through 
about  (ifty  yards  behind  the  bacgnt'e  camels.  Lnckilv  for  us 
the  very  impetuosity  of  the  Itlack  Kc^ndah  rufli  deprived  it  of 
most  of  the  fruits  of  victory,  since  the  two  sipr  drons,  heiufr 
unable  to  check  their  horses,  ended  hy  charging  iido  cvich  olher 
and  he.'omiiLg  mived  in  ine.v'ricable  I'onfnsion.  Then,  [  do  not 
know  who  gave  the  order,  we  wheeled  onr  laimels  in  ,ind  fell 
upon  them,  a  slruggling,  stationary  mass,  with  the  result  that 
many  of  Ihem  were  speared,  or  overthrown  and  trampled. 

I  have  ,,ii,|  we,  liul  that  is  not  quite  correct,  at  any  rate  so 
far  as  Marrtt,  Hans,  I  anil  about  fifteen  eamelmen  were  concerned. 
How  il  happened  I  could  tiot  tell  in  Ihat  dust  and  confusion, 
bnl  we  were  cut  off  from  the  main  body  and  presently  foVind 
ourselves  fighting  desperately  in  a  gron|i  ;it  which  RlackKendnh 
horsemen  were  charging  again  and  aL'ain.  We  made  the  best 
stand  we  could.  Hy  degrees  tlie  be«ilileri"t  camels  sank  under 
the  repeateil  snear-llirusts  of  the  enemy,  all  except  one,  oddly 
enough  that  ridden  by  ll.ins,  which  bv  some  slrange  clianee  w.i's 
nevei'  touched.  The  rest  of  ns  were  thrown  or  tumliled  off  Ihe 
camels  and  continued  the  fight  from  behind  their  simpgling 
hodies. 

That  is  where  I  came  in.  1,'p  to  this  time  I  had  not  fired  a 
single  shot,  parllv  because  I  do  not  like  missing,  which  it  is  so 
easy  to  do  from  the  back  of  a  swa'  ing  camel,  and  still  more  for 
the  reason  Ihat  I  bad  not  (he  sligfitest  desire  to  kill  anv  of  these 
savage  men  unless  t  were  obliged  to  do  so  in  self-defence.  Now 
however,  the  thing  was  different,  as  I  was  fishling  for  my  life' 
Leaning  agniiist  my  laniel.  which  was  dving  and  healing  its 
hejul  upon  llie  ground,  groaning  horribly  I  lie  while.  I  emplied 
Ihc  five  earlridges  of  Ihe  repeater,  into  tlio=e  Itlack  Kendah, 
pausing  between  each  shot  to  faki  aim.  with  the  result  that 
presently  five  riderless  horses  were  gal  loving  loose  ahnu'  tjie 
veld. 

The  effect  was  electrical,  since  onr  attackers  had  never  seen 
anviliing  of  the  kind  before.  For  a  while  tliev  all  iMew  oft. 
which  {:ave  me  time  to  reload.     Then  thev  came  on  again  and 
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I  rep.vito,|  thr  proo'^s.     For  a  soronri  tiiiiu  thov  rHr.'ntcc)  ;„„l 
uZ':rf'T'  "'"'■''''-!'■''  f"--  -  '"■""'K'  or  „,on_.,  marl, 
Iho  igl    ,  n  Ihi^  OTO,<,„„  „„|y  thnv  „„■„  and  a  liors,.  fdl.     Th/' 
nn h  »lml   wa.<  a   cluai.   miss   k-rans,.   |I,mv  ,ai,h.  on    In   s,:-!    a 

w'  .  i"'",'"  .'""  "'"  '  '"'"  '"  ""■"  '■"'"'  ^'''"  '"  ^i'K-  '"  (in' 
.\n«   jt  last,  llw  ffiime  wa,  up.   fur  the  sirnplo  ,.,,as(in   lliat  I 

n-,nv-,.r,  !•"''■  ,T''f^'"'^»''''i^  «a.U  of  fon-si^hl'  Too 
nan>  ,,,rl,„|..,.s  in  „„.•  s  |,„rket  aio  apt  to  c|,af..  „n  ,-an,Pl-hark 
;  '  =^0  ,s  a  „.|t  fnll  of  IhPm.  1„  I1,„sp  ,lavs  also  tin-  .n^Z'- 
ii.HI  s  u,M..  f,.u  n,  whirl,  a  ,„an  fir,.,!  ovor  lifl,..,,.  I  ha.  f  r  v 
or  fifty  more  in  a  l,ac,  ul,i,.h  ha»  Savn.,-  „i,h  his  „s,"    p„m  - 

•n  M  ;  ,"  '"'P";'""«  "f  llip  arli.ai  I  foun.l  fl  is  o„t  hut 
roil.1  not  lli,.„  ^..i  ihi.m  from  hi,.,  as  he  was  si.p,„at|.  I  f,  n 
me.  Hans,  aluays  caivl.ss  in  small  uiatters.  «as  fPallv  to  h  am" 
as  he  o„f.|,|  ,0  liMvP  s.Pii  that  I  had  the  rarlridi,.     oi  at  anv 

ac  Id^  "Ihir^'n',""""  '"'"^-     "'  '"'"'■  '"  -- "n°  n?t.^J: 
\nn,         ,'•  ''"I'l"-"-,    'h'TO  IS  nolhiat.  mo,v  to  h,.  said 

Aftc.  a  sill    loiiL'.T  .onsnltalion  onr  ,.n,'nii..s  ,„|vanrPd  on  ,>s 

ul,   r    "T\  !,""'■   ''"'   '"■>-  ^'''»'>--     M«>^i"wl,il..       h,  d     P "n 
taking  sto,k  of  Ihe  |iositio,i.     Tl„,  cannd  ,.„,.|.s,  o,-  what  »  ,sT, 
n     11.   oW,v,o,,s   of  o,ir  pliBht   whiih    tli..   ,liist   .f  ,     ,„":     |,, 
hi.  „,.,,  from  t  ipm   was  traxidlinp  on  I.,  l|„.  norlh,  moro  o,-  Is 

Kenriih  and  was  ,.so„p,„„  nnpiirsii.d,  l,„.M|,.d  „p  in  a  iiioh  i  h 
thp  ha-!.M<;r_.  arimas  s.fc  in  ils  mh-.'  Tl„  ..,  i  l-  ,  , 
|hPmseIves  wor,.  Pn,a„.d  in  vZ.  Z':..,'!,  an   '^.p^I;;;  ll^ 

their  OHii:  also  m  ..oll.Mtinf;  Ih..  I,,, ,  „f  ,Uo  d.>a.l      In    horl 

quite  iinintinilionallv.  «e  w.t,.  d<>-crf.d  I ,  .Iv.h,;  t  i,' 
thought  about  us  at  all  in  Iho  turmoil 'of  deV  p  '  ^'/ttle'  th  v 
concluilcd  that  we  were  ammiK  llir  ,|.|i„    "^^  l""^""^  """1^.  •"<=y 

huX[;::T '"' '"  "'"•  """"■■'■  ^''"  ^""''"^ """  ^^^^"^  ^ 

rh'iJ'T''   ^l'-'™'?'".'""!-"  '!'■  -ai.I.   "tho   ,.,1,1   is  ,ii    i,,.„,.i      Th,. 

pJ^^,.-^;.'^l:f-^•;;,.^;:;;-;'-:-:-;;^ 
;!r,rt'^:r;z!^^""^^"''''''^'''-'''^---^^^^^^ 

"  I  havo  iK.ihin^.  lo  shool  with  any  more.-  I  answ,.,,..)      '    n,u 
if  we  surr.Mid.T.  ^^■nat  will  han,),.n  to  lis'  "  " 
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thai  «!■  may  pscapo  fnim  Joiia.  If  Ihf  wor^l  ioiup^  to  the 
woiMl  I  hiivi'  II  [listol  with  two  biillrls  in  it,  nrii'  lor  voii  iiiid 
onp  [or  me." 

■  Ttii'  wisilom  ot  IliP  flhilil  is  in  you,  "  ho  repiipd.  "  I  shHll 
siiiTciiiliT  with  Miq,  iMiiiuma/iinu,  and  tiiko  my  chaiiri' ." 

Then  he  lurivd  and  I'xplairii'd  things  to  his  (ollowi'rs,  who 
spoke  vopellier  for  n  moment.  In  the  end  tlies,  look  a  strange 
and.  to  my  mind,  a  very  heroic  decision.  WaitinL'  till  the 
attacking  Keiidah  were  qnite  close  to  ns.  with  the  e\ce|ition  ot 
three  men.  who  either  hecause  they  lacked  courage  or  for  some 
other  reason,  stayed  witli  ns,  they  advanced  humbly  ns  though 
to  make  <iihmission.  A  iiumlier  of  th"  Black  Kendah  di-mounted 
and  ran  np,  I  suppose  to  take  them  prisoners.  The  men  waited 
till  these  were  all  round  them.  Then  with  a  yell  of  "  The 
Child!  '  they  sprang  forward,  taking  the  enemy  iniiiwares  and 
fighting  like  demons,  iidliitcd  great  loss  upon  them  hefore  they 
fell  themselves  covered  with  wounds. 

"  llravp  men  indeed!  "  said  Marrtt  approvingly,  ■  Well,  now 
they  are  all  at  peace  with  the<  Child,  where  doubtless  we  shall 
find  them  ere  long." 

I  nodded  but  answered  nothing.  To  tell  Ihc  Irulh.  I  was  loo 
much  engaged  in  nursing  the  remains  of  my  own  courage  to 
enter  into  conversation  about  that  of  other  people. 

This  fierce  and  cnnning  stratagem  of  desperate  men  which  had 
cost  their  enemies  so  dear,  seemed  to  infuriate  the  Black  Kendah. 

A\  us  came  the  whole  mob  of  them — we  were  but  six  now- 
roaring  "  .'ana  !  Jana  !  "  and  led  by  a  grey-beard  who.  to  jndge 
from  the  number  of  silver  chains  upon  bis  breast  and  his  other 
trappings,  seemed  to  he  a  great  man  among  them.  When  they 
\»pre  about  fifty  yards  away  and  1  was  preparing  for  the  worst, 
a  shot  rang  out  from  above  and  behind  me,  ,\l  Ibe  same  instant 
Greybeard  threw  his  arms  wide  ;ind  letting  fall  the  spear  he 
held,  pitched  from  his  horse,  eviilently  stone  dead,  I  glanced 
back  and  saw  Hans,  the  corn-cob  pipe  ,;|ill  in  his  mouth  and 
the  little  rillc.  "  Intombi,"  still  at  his  shoulder.  He  had  fired 
from  the  back  of  the  camel,  1  think  for  llic  fir-^t  lime  that  dav, 
and  whelher  by  chance  or  through  good  marksmanship,  I  do  not 
know,  bad  killed  this  man. 

His  sudden  and  unevpivled  end  seemed  to  fill  the  Black  Kendah 
with  grief  and  dismay.  Halting  in  their  cliamc  thev  gathered 
round  him,  while  a  fieri  e-looking  middle-aged  man,  also  adorned 
with  much  barhiiric  finery,  dismounted  toevamine  him, 

■  That  is  Simba  the  King,"  said  Marrtt,  "  and  the  .slain  one 
is  his  uncle,  fiorn,  the  great  general  who  broiisht  him  up  from 
a  babe," 

"Then  1  wisli  I  hail  aiiolher  carlridge  lell  for  Ihe  nephew," 
I  began  and  stopped,  for  Hans  was  speaking  to  me. 
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!<>.  for  I  iniiMol  loiiil 
I  111  '•■!  MUM'  I'cvi'n'iiil 
1(1  llliiki'  :i  iiico  phiri' 


■  tiiii'd-liyi',    Buiis,"  111'  s.iid.       I   luii-l 
'  Intomlii  '  111)  llic  hurk  (it  lliis  licji<l.     If  \ 
(iither  (lie  I'mlikiint  licfiici'  I  do.  ti.||  hi. 
ready  for  mo  miiiiiip  the  lin><." 
TliPii  liefori'    I  could   t"'!    mil    ,111  mi^iwir.    Hiuis   diMKfrcd   liis 

nimcl  rouiid;  as  f  have  -aid.  il  was  i|iiil iiijiifi-d      rrciiii;  it 

to  a  sliaiiililmg  gallop  with  IiIoh>  (i(  tli..  lille  sl(«k,  hi'  dpnarted 
at  a  gmit  rat.',  not  towardi  thi'  home  of  flu-  mild  hut  up  the 
hill  info  a  hrakc  of  ftiaiit  pras-  luiiigltd  rtilh  tlioiii  tri'.-;  that 
grt'w  quite  close  at  haii.l.  Ilere  with  slarliiiii.'  suddi'iiiiess  |,„i|, 
he  and   the  lauiel   vanished  a«ay. 

If  the  Illark  Kendall  saw  him  f!0,  of  wliirli  |  am  doiihlfiil    for 
they  all  se<>Fned  to  lie  lost  in  eoiisiillation  round  Iheir  kin"  and 
the  ileiid  general.   Corn,  they  maile  no  atlenipt  to  follow  him 
Another  poss,|,i|ity  i,  ||,,a  they  tlioiif:lit   he  was  IrNini;  to  lead 
them  into  some  snare  or  anihush. 

I  do  not  know  what  they  thoiiBlit  lieraus.'  I  never  heard  them 
mention  Ihms  or  the  matter  of  his  disuppearaiu  e,  if  indeed  thev 
ever  reohsi'd  that  there  >vii.s  sii,.|,  ■.,  piT^on.  Ciirioii.lv  eiioui!h 
■in  the  liise  of  men  who  had  just  shown  thenisclves  "so  hrave 
this  last  aerideni  of  the  decease  of  Ooru  .■•imiii':  on  the  toii  of 
all  their  other  casualties,  seemed  to  take  IIih  loiirane  out  of 
them.  It  was  as  though  lliey  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
we  with  our  ,auns  were  sometliiiif;  nioW'  than  mortal. 

For  several  minutes  they  dekdi'd  in  evidifit  hesitation  \t 
last  rrom  out  of  their  array  rod"  a  siiii;le  mai  in  whom'  I 
recognised  0110  of  the  envoys  who  had  met  iis  |n  the  mornini! 
carrying  in  his  hand  a  white  Hag  as  he  had  done  before  Thereon 
I  laid  down  my  riile  in  token  that  I  would  not  lire  at  him  which 
indeed  I  could  not  do  having  nidhing  to  lire  Sieein"  this  he 
came  to  within  a  few  y.irds  and  hailing,  addressed  .Manlt. 

•' 0  second  Prophet  of  the  Child,'  he  -,iid,  -these  are  the 
words  of  SimUi  tlie  king:  Yonr  gud  ha-  lii'en  ton  sirong  for  lis 
to-da\,  though  in  a  diiy  to  come  it  may  he  ollierwisc  rthoirdit 
I  had  yon  in  a  |iil;  that  you  were  the  hiicks  and  I  the  hunt'i'r 
Rut,  though  with  loss,  you  have  escaped  out  of  the  pit  ■  md 
the  speaker  glanced  towards  our  retrealinj;  force  which  was  now 
but  a  cloud  of  dust  in  the  far  dislain  . ,  '  while  I  the  hunter  have 
been  gored  by  your  horns."  and  again  he  glanced  at  the  dead 
that  were  scattered  about  the  plain.  "  The  noblest  of  the  buck 
the  white  bull  of  the  herd."  aiio  lie  looked  at  me  who  in  anv 
other  ciiciinislames  would  have  felt  coniplimenled,  "and  von 
O  Prophet  Marill.  and  one  or  Iwo  olhei's.  besides  tlio-e  llial  i 
have  slam,  mv  however  still  in  the  pit  and  lonr  horn  i-  a 
magic  horn."  here  he  poinled  lo  niv  rille.  ■  which  i.ierces  from 
afar  and  kills  dead  all  bv  whom  il  is  tniicled  " 
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;  iniddh'.     ttioiigbt  I  lo 


■  So  I  cuughl  tliosi;  Keiilrv  well  in  th,. 
myself,  "anil  willi  soft-noseil  l.ii|let«'" 
•   Th.THfore  I    Simlm   Hip  Kin^j.   m«ko  %oii  «n  offer       YiPlrl 

onr  'I'r,''"'"  ,'  ^"?'-.,"""  ""  «l'""f  -hnll  h,.  driven  throigh 
JO  UP  h..«rls  an.l  no  knif..  .om^  n-nr  vniip  Hir..nt.  You  ^hfll 
only  be  taken  to  my  town  an,l  ther..' |,e  led  on  the  be,t  and 
kept  a«  prisoner.,  till  on,-  more  lliere  is  pea.e  betwren  the 
lllaek  henddh  an.l  the  While  If  vuii  refuse,  then  I  «in  p!„r 
you  round  and  ,.erh.ps  in  the  .l,.rk  rush  on'vim  "ml  kil    vo5 

I.     Or  perhaps  I  w,  I  wat,h  you  fron.  davto  dav  til    vou 

eaSl^Jid'tued'^  ^"''™"  '"  '■'""■  ""■'  "  '"^   ^-^  "■"  "' 
i'  ^^''.'."'/y;'"  >0"  ""8»er.  Lord  Maruma^;,n,.;>    '.-.sked  Mwrtt 

heK::^!,^,?^t^^;i::-!r.  •'-'-"nyeban..:^':^ 
Jl:  ^^a^'^^t.  ar^v'^  i.^^i;:.k^Kr;h.^:;:^ :-- ij 

deal  w,th  „,    he  open  and  .till  U.ss  in  their  st ronXids   also 

..ui':;, :,  ^iur;;:,i^i:'£.r';^^'!f  t  ^o;^  ^:;,a?  bi'^i^v^s 

ushes  us  at  sundown,  ever.vone  of  us  will  he  killed      Also  f  am 

hirsty  nirea.ly  and  there  is  nothing  to  drink.     I!ul  u  ill  thi"  ki^ 

keep  Ins  w_or,  .■   There  are  other  ways  of  dving  beside    h'     , eel  - 

I  thuik  that  he  wdl  keep  his  wor.l.  hut  ,,s  that  messenger 

said    he  wdl  not  add  to  his  word.     Choose  now    for  see    ?hev 

are  begniunip  to  lie.Ipe  us  round  "  '      ^ 

■■  What  do  you  say,  men;'"  I  asked  uf  ihe  thr.'e  who  h„H 

remained  with  us.  "noiiad 

iirl/T"  '''•^''  ■^f'''''  *^'"  '"^  "■■''  '"  ""^  h'i"''s  "f  the  Child 
though  we  Nvish  now  that  «e  h„d  ,iip,|  „ith  oiir  brothers  ■' 
answered  their  spokesman  f,itaiisii,,,|]v  "rotncrs. 

So  after  MariU  and  I  had  eonsulted"  touelher  for  a  little  as  to 
the  torui  of  Ins  reply,  he  beckoned  to  the  messenger    ml  said 

.  We  accept  he  offer  of  Simba.  alf,ou«h  it  would  he"  sv  or 
this  lord  to  ki  I  him  now  wher,.  he  stands,  nameh  t  vield 
ourselves  as  prisoners  ™  his  oath  that  no  hnPrf,  shaVl  eon  e  o  * 
us.  For  k^iow  that  if  harm  does  eome.  the  ven„eanee  w  H  l^ 
terrible.  Now  m  ,,roof  of  his  good  laith.  let  Simba  draw  nei^ 
and  drink  the  cup  of  peace  will.  us.  for  w,-  thir«t  " 

>ot  so,"  said  the  messenger,  'for  then  that  white  lord 
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miiihi  kill  him  witli  his  tiihp     ( 
f^hiill 


jjve  me  Iho  tiilm  and  .Sjniha 

'  Tiikc  it,"  I  saiil  iiKisniiiiimouslv.  hiimlinp  him  thn  ritlr 
wimh  IK  ri-rciv,.,!  i„  „  v,.ry  ^innixlv  rashiuti.  Afl.T  nil  i 
reflc.lo,l,  Ihon.  ,s  n,.lhiup  m.i,h  more  useless  than  a  rinn 
without  nmiiitihitioii.  ' 

'  <Ji21'"i''"'"ff'"'''""^  111.,'  woapoii  at  arm's  Icnpth,  and  prpsonlly 
Simba  himself,  accomiianiiMJ  by  soiii,.  of  his  m,;,.  on,-  of  whom 
™me<l  a  skin  of  wal,r  an,i  nnothrr  a  larR,-  nip  hollowed  from 
an  elephant  s  tusk,  rode  up  to  us.  This  Simha  was  a  fine  am 
rather  terrifying  person   with  a  large  moust.iehe  and   no 

Hkr;;  iiT:n'"'i.'' '""" '""  "?""■  ""'^''  ■"■  ^™^''  "•  ""■'•'i 

nnw'^n  "  '  *  •'yi^.^ere  big  and  dark,  frank-looking  yet 
Tl?  J.  "?'"  "I"'  "  ',".'"''"•  -"("■'■'^^iO"  in  the  eorners  .,f  them 
fe  was  not  nearly  so  Ida.k  as  most  of  his  followers;  prolmldv 
h.  -Iv?"."  P;"''':''''«n«  I'is  I'lood  had  been  erossed  wi  h  tha  of 
irL=  .'"  '.  •'*''"■""''.  "-u  ""'■''  hi^  hair  long  without  any  head- 
dress, held  in  place  by  a  band  of  gold  which  I  sii,,,,ose  represented 
a  crown.  On  his  forehead  was  a  large  white  scai  Ci ,"  ,lv 
received  in  some  battle.     Such  was  his  appearan.e       *  ■ 

He  looked  at  me  with  great  curiosity,  and  I  have  often 
wondered  since  what  kind  of  an  impression  I  produced  upon  him. 
My  hat  had  fallen  oft,  or  I  had  knocked  it  oft  when  I  lired  niv 

mv  i^i^r  '.  ?.f  .'"•"  "'v.,!'™"'"'  "'"'  '"■•^"tt-m  to  replace  it,  and 
m>  II  tractable  hair,  which  was  longer  than  usual,  had  not  been 
rec-nt^-  brushed.  My  worn  Norfolk  jacket  »,-.s  brown  wi 
Mood  from  a  wounded  or  dying  man  who  had  tumbled  ^.gainst 
'  T.h\J  7,'-"°;»"?e  when  the  cavalry  charged  us,  and  mv 
ngl^t  leg  and  hoot  were  stained  in  a  similar  fashion  from  haviii" 

A^.nl  ■/'"I'""    I"^'    ™""''    ''^"^    "    *'P'-«'-    had    entered    it 
Altogether  I  must  have  appeared  a  most  disrepulahle  object 

Some  indication  of  his  opinion  was  given,  however  in'  a 
remark,  which  of  course  J  pretended  not  to  understand,  that  I 
overheard  hini  make  to  one  ,f  his  officers  : 

"  Truly."  he  said,  "  we  must  not  always  look  to  the  strong 
for  strength.  And  vet  this  little  white  porcupine  is  sirengtr, 
Itself  for  see  how  much  damage  he  has  wrought  us  Also 
considcT  his  eyes  that  ap|,ear  to  pierce  everything.  Jana  himself 
"elfus  aT"        '  ''■'^''  '  '™''  "'"*  grinds  the  rocks  will 

AH  nf  this   f  (aught   perfectly,   my   ears   being  verv  sharp 
although  he  thought  that  he  spoke  out  of  mv  hearing,  f  ,r  aftiT 

Scro'fSanluvl'rv'wdL"  ^"'"""^  '  "'""=■""""'  '""  «-"'''•'' 
Having  delivered  himself  thus  he  rode  nearer  and  said  ■ 

Ime  l^rnk.  ih" f  v"'  ""'■'^i-.  ™>'  ^'"""^'  ''"^'^  heard  the  terms  of 
jne,  Simba  the  King,  and  have  accepted  them.    Therefore  discus- 
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lliriii  no  mni-i-      Wind   I   \\:\m-  |iiiFini«ii|   I   wM  |;ii|i.     WhnI   I 
)m\f  (iivHii  I  u'ni\  iH'ithpr  KiPiiler  luir  li'ts  liv  llio  wi'iuhl  of  n 

■'So  lie  il,  (I  Kih^^"  miswori'd  Mmill  with  liis  ii-ii!il  ^milo. 
Hhirti  iKitliirin  cv.T  .-ii'tniil  In  cli^-lurli.  Only  ii'IihimIi.t  llmt  if 
(liii-i-  tiruis  lire  liriiki'ri  lillnT  in  llii'  li'lhr  nr  in  Ihr  spirit. 
c'>|"'iiiill>  tlir  spirit  "  thai  i<  till'  |pr-l  ri'iiiliTiiiL'  I  (,iii  u\\i-  of 
his  won!  ,  ■■  tlic  niiinirulcl  . m-..^  i,f  llii'  Cliilil  will  fall  ii|uin  viiii 
anil  wjnrs.  Vps.  lliMnuh  mmi  ■^Imnhl  kill  us  all  |.\  lirachorv 
-liil  lh(.-p  inr->-  will  fiLlI  ■■ 

Ma\  .lana  laki'  thi'  <:iiilil  and  all  who  worship  il  "  i'\i  laimi'il 
llii'  kin'.'  wilh  I'viih'nt  irrilalinn 

■■  In  Ihi'  end,  (»  Kin;;,  .lana  will  lake  Ihi'  llhiM  an.!  ils  follower^ 
-or  Ihi'  Chrhl  will  lakr  Jana  ami  hi-  fi.lldwcrs  Whii  h  of  l]\f<r 
Itnnu's  innst  ha|ipcn  i>  kiKPWti  lo  (lir  i:hih|  alone,  .ami  pcTclmnii' 
Id  i|s  prophet-  Meanwhile,  for  I'verN  one  (.f  tlinsr  of  tlie  Chihl 
I  think  thai  Ihri'e  of  tlie  followers  of  Jana.  or  nioriv  lie  dnjiil 
n|ion  Ihi-^  lielil  .M-o  the  laravan  is  now  i>nt  of  \oiir  re.ieli  witli 
two  of  llii'  whili'  lords  and  nian.v  ol  siieh  tidier  w  hieli  deal  d.-alli. 
like  that  w  hieli  we  have  snrrenderi'il  tti  \on.  Tlierefore  heeanse 
we  are  helpless.  i|o  not  llii'ik  that  the  Cliihl  i-  helpl'e-s  .l.m., 
njusl  have  lieen  aslnep,  (»  Kin^',  or  von  wainld  have  set  Mnir  trap 
heller.- 

1  tlionf;hl  tlial  this  i-o(dly  insoleid  speech  wonid  hav  •  produced 
soin{>  ontlinr-l.  tnil  in  faei  it  seemed  to  have  ini  opm  site  effpct 
.NIakin.L'  no  reply  to  it.  Simha  said  .ilniost  hundilv  ;  ' 

"  1  e«im>  to  drink  the  en|i  of  peace  wilh  y(Mi  and  Ihe  white 
lord.  O  I'rophet.  .\fterward~  we  can  talk,  (live  me  water, 
slave." 

Then  a  man  flihal  the  L'reat  i\or,\  cup  wilh  w.iler  from  the 
-kin  In'  carried,  isindia  took  it  and  liavins:  sprinkled  a  lillli' 
npori  tlie  L-ronnd,  I  suppo,-e  as  an  olTerio!;.  ilrank  from  the  eup. 
ilonhtless  lo  'how  thai  il  wa-  not  poi-on"d,  WalchitiL'  care- 
fnll.v.  I  made  -nre  that  he  -w.dlowrd  what  he  drank  liy  'Indvin^r 
the  motions  cd'  hi>  throat  Ttn-n  lie  haiidi'd  the  enp  with  a  how- 
to  .Mardt.  who  wilh  a  -till  de.'per  liow  pa--ei|  i|  lo  ine.  Tteinf; 
alKolnlely  jiarci  d  I  ali-orlped  ahoiit  a  pint  of  il.  and  fnelinp  a 
new  man.  pa-;-ed  llie  horn  to  M.irdl.  w  lio  swallowed  the  rest. 
Then  it  was  tilled  auMiii  for  onr  Ihree  Whili  Kendall.  Ihe  Kirn; 
lirsl  lastin.L'  Ihe  water  as  liefore,  after  which  .Vlan'it  and  I  had  a. 
-ecoiid  pull 

When  at  len;;lh  onr  lhir~l  wa>  ^ati-^fied.  hor-es  were  hroiipht 
to  lis.  serviceahh'  and  iloeih'  lillle  hea-ls  wilh  -lieepskins  for 
-.■ddles  and  loops  of  hide  fi.e  >lir™ji-.  On  llie-^e  we  nioimied 
and  for  tlie  next  Ihree  ho;ir~  lode  across  liie  plain,  surrounded 
by  a  stron.ir  e-cort  and  with  an  armed  Itlack  KcTidali  runninji 
on  cueh  side  of  our  horses  and  hnldini!  in  his   hand  a  Ihong 
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«tt<Hhed  lo  Ihr  rinti  o(  Ihp   iMi.ll..    „o  ,I(,„|>|    t. 
'itlfmpl  In  oraiM', 

''uw    .nany    „,,,„■„   an.l   ,.|,ildn.,.   >la.in«   .,,     ,  '  an  I  ,„  h 

lean  .ful  ,,„,,.  .,f  „„.ali,.s  an.l  „thiT  sorts  o    Jrah,        ,l     ,     hi 

lhc»o  rrops  suKpslivl  ilial  \],r  rain,  miis|  l.av,-  I,  ,.„    , ,    lif 

if !;;^;,M>^.^  „:i;a;!i.:r;a;;  :ir^f ';;,,  •:;';i,,;:..-;i;^^^ 

lh«irm,„kin,)l,a,l  fall,.,,  i„  thai  ni..rnii,Vsli4l 

n,e,  h,it  ,a.rl,«,,s  ,„„,„.,.  „,  „„.  ,l,.,,sn,.U  ot        '",.:,  'Z'L' 
.Towns  th,.r,.  was  ,  ,„„pa,aliv,.|y  n„  „n,|,.r,r„«  I,      Tl,~"l 

ro;.,;i,^:''t,:;'';!j'7,,:'^-i.;!f;;i'>,,,-',;--',,'han 

su^estMl  that  ,,  |,a,l  „„,..  hJVn'Il,,,;,  '^  .  an  ilcT  "k  ' 
hotom.  Nov.r  ,I„I  I  s..P  s.,rh  .rops'as  thos..  ,|  ,,  "r ■  ,  no, 
that  il..arjn}:;    they  wen>  niapnilirpnt     '  ^ 

JVi.„,l„ip  „,„•  wav  alonv  the  ,7,a,l  Ihal  ,v,„  l|,r,a,»h  11,,.  I  ,1! 
•om.    loi'   hiMT  ..v,Ty   in.'h    was   mltival,.,]     w.-     a,  ,    „    Hp   I, 

;4":t,jn,ri::;^s;Hfo^-t  'X^  x;; ^"!„;!'":;;;;^::-r 

■■oundol  by  a  Imiad  arlilinal  moat  lill,.,|  will,  w  t  ^r  ro>r,  , 
strpOD,   that   ran  throuL-h   II ,„ir,.  „f  tl,..  I     v,     ov'r  wS^^,.i 

S^:::::^cX.X-:s::':£::.; ■™'"*'' 

Hidiii:!  thi-oiich  thi'  rastpni  "ati'    -.  ^imn  i:,.  i         . 
the  fartl-r     i,,„  „f     i       '  '"  -'"',.■'  ^<""<  liinhi'r  striio  iiri'  on 
in.    laitl.  I    s,.l.;  of  |(|(.  lorrospnndinf;   tin,\..,.     wh.'iv  th,.   Linn 
WHS  rm.,vod  vyith  salntPs  hy  an  a,-„„.,l  .n.ini      v.    .,(,    /Z 
of  thp  two  man  -In.pfs  of  •     .  t„wi,   v  hi  i  V    '"'"' ",""'■ 

south  and  fron,  oast  to  w,..,      l       -  .  ^  ■  1  an;i    r?!.^"'"'- 1" 
of  It  wen.  the  dwelling,  of  th.  inhah      1     'sh    Ios"'  ^I.^le; 
henniis..  the  spaw  within  11,..  s,,„.kad..  w. '  lin.i  o,l      ti,     '^ 
not  h,.ts  h„t  s,„a,.,.  hnildinas  of  Z^'Utu"m.,J,!^'':^::Z 
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kirnl  of  irni.Mil  Kvi.I'Milly  lliity  «.ti'  Ijiiilt  npnri  llir  till"!"!  "t 
Orii'iilnl  mill  North  Atriiwi  linii>i-i  "(  "lii.li  wiw  ililmscil 
Iriidilioii  ri'iiiiiiiicMl  «illi  tliosc  |h(i|i1i'.  Thin  u  >l;iir«ii>  or 
liiilihT  run  from  Ihi'  inlirior  to  Iho  n  of  of  cii.  h  hoinf,  whiruoii 
il*  iiihiliiliiiil'i  MiTi'.  iiciiistonu'd.  as  i  cIIscumti'cI  aflcrw arils,  to 
-lcc(i  ihihiiK  a  tmoil  [inrt  of  llir  yiar,  al-o  to  rat  in  tin'  ool  of 
till'  ilav.  Maiiv  of  tlinii  w<ti'  nattM-n'^l  tli n'  now  to  w.itili  us 
pasj,    iiH'ii.    wonii'il    ami    rhihlr'n,    all    r\i  ipl    llin    litlh'    oni's 

ilnrntlv  ilollii'il  in  lontmar lit-  of  \arioiis  cdloiir-',  tlir  HoiniMi 

for  th'-  iiiiKt  luirt  in  wliili'  ami  tlii'  iihmi  in  a  kind  of  hlnisli 
hiii'ii. 

I  saw  Hi  onre  that  Ihny  hail  alri-ady  lii-iinl  ot  llii>  fldlil  and  of 
Ihi'  coii-iili'rahlp  lossis  whirli  thi'ir  pcoplp  had  siislaimd.  for 
llifir  ri'ii'iitioii  of  lis  prisomrs  was  iiio>l  iiiifrii'iidly.  Iiidi'i'd  thi- 
incii  slicok  thi'ir  li<ts  at  lis,  tin;  woiiicii  sc  ri'annd  nut  rnrsi-i, 
wliilr  till!  rhildriMi  slink  out  their  ton^ims  in  t(]ki'n  ot  di.Tlsion 
or  ili'tianio  Must  of  thc<P  dcnioiistratioiis.  liowPviT.  wore 
iliiwli'd  at  Marill  and  his  followirs.  who  only  siiiilod  indiflor- 
I'lillv.     At  niP  they  slarod  in  wonder  not  uiimixeil  with  fear. 

A'ljimrler  of  a  liiile  or  so  from  the  uale  we  rame  to  an  inner 
enilosure.  that  answered  to  the  South  African  caltle  kraal,  snr- 
rimiide  I  hy  a  dry  ditch  and  a  tiniher  paliade  outside  of  which 
was  planted  a  preen  fence  of  some  sliriili  wilti  louf!  "  hiti.  liioi  > 
Here  we  passed  thronsh  more  pates,  to  liml  oiir<ei\es  in  an  ov.il 
space.  1  crimps  live  acres  in  ettl'nt.  KvidiMiily  ttii"  served  as  a 
market  pronnd,  bnt  all  round  It  were  open  -ilieds  where  hun- 
dreds of  horses  were  stahled.  No  catlle  seemed  to  he  kept  here, 
except  a  few  that  with  sheep  and  po.ds  were  driven  in  every 
dav  for  slaughter  pur|ioses  at  a  sliamhles  at  the  north  end.  from 
the  pri-it  stock-kraals  built  Ijeyorid  tlie  forest  to  the  <outh, 
where  Ihey  were  safe  from  pos.-ililc  raiding  by  the  White 
Kendall. 

A  tall  reed  fence  cut  off  the  .soiilhern  end  of  this  market-idace, 
outside  of  which  we  were  ordereil  to  dismount.  Passing 
Ihroupli  yet  another  pate  we  found  williln  llie  fence  a  large  hut 
or  house  bnilt  on  the  same  model  as  the  others  in  the  town, 
which  .Marilt  whispered  to  me  was  that  of  the  kinp.  Behind  it 
were  smaller  houses  in  which  lived  his  queen  and  women,  pood- 
looking  females,  who  advanced  to  meet  him  with  oliseqnioiis 
bows.  To  the  right  and  left  were  two  more  building^i  of  about 
equal  siie.  one  ot  which  was  occupied  by  the  royal  guard  and 
the  other  was  the  guesthouse  whither  we  were  londncted. 

It  proved  to  be  a  comfortable  dwelling  about  thirtv  feet 
square  but  containing  only  one  room,  with  various  huts  behind 
it  that  served  tor  cooking  and  other  purposes.  In  one  ot  these 
the  three  camelnien  were  placed.  Immediately  on  our  arrival 
food  was  brought  to  u»,  a  lamb  or  kid  roanted  whole  upon  « 
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>\c.f)i|i'ii  plttlrr,  .'Liiil  iiiri''  yri'i'ii  iii.-.iliH-K.t.,,  Imilfi)  upon  (iikiIImt 
pliitliT;  iil-ii  «iiliT  111  ilriiik  iiiKl  .\.i-li  wilh  in  r,irllii'in\,iri>  jiir- 
ii(  siiri'iliii'il  ('l;i\. 

I  iilr  liiMi'lily    (cir  I  »ii<  -lai\ini.'      TImii,  ii-  it  «iis  ii^fli'««  In 
iiMiiiipt   pr.'i;iiiliiMi-  iiL'iiin-l    iniir.l.T.    willinii!    miiv   l.ijk    In  iin 

f>'llll»  iPli-ciniT,  till-  »lli(ll  «r  \\.Ti.  IkiIIi  li.il  Ill-Ill.  I  Ihlrvv 
III>S1'I(  (lilMii   nil  11  lll.illn-^*   >llllli'i|    uilll  inlll   llll-k-   ill   11  riiflli  I- 

lit  lliii  liiil.  ilri'«  ii  -kill  riiL'  iiMT  nil'  iml,  li,i\iiiu  iiiiMiin'iidi'd 
iiiy-i'lt  111  Mil'  (iimIii  lii.ii  nr  tlii-  I'nuir  iilinM.,  fi'li  fa«l  ii-lii.p. 


CIIAI'TKli    XII 


Till-;  riiisT  criiSK 


Jifl 

^5 


Tilt  iic\l  tliins  I  I'l'ini'iulii  T  Wiis  I't'i'lirij;  upon  iii>  f.icr  thn  fiiii- 
lipht  Hint.  poiiiTd  thrcmfjh  a  wiiiilow-|il;ici'  wliirli  w.i^-  prolcrji-.l 
liy  iiiiniuvnlilc  wooden  liiiiv.  For  a  wliilc  I  la>  >lill.  ii'lliitiiif,' 
as  iiii'iiKiry  ri-dirned  to  mi',  upon  all  llic  I'Vi'iils  of  llio  pnvioiis 
(lay  and  upon  my  pri'scnl  iiiiliap|>y  position.  Ileri'  I  was  a 
pi-isoin-r  ill  Ihi-  hands  of  a  liordo  of  licri-c  sasasii's  who  had  pvfry 
reason  lo  hall'  mi',  for,  tlioiif;li  this  was  done  in  sclf-di'l'i'ncc.  h.id 
1  not,  killi'd  a  niimliPr  of  tlii'ir  people  apaiiist  whom  personally 
I  had  no  quarrel?  II  was  true  lliat  their  king  had  promised  me 
safety,  but  what  reliance  could  he  put  upon  the  word  of  such  a 
man.'  Mnless  soinethinf!  neiurred  to  save  me.  without  doiiht 
my  days  were  inimliered.  In  this  way  or  in  that  7  should  he 
murdered,  which  served  me  rii-'hl  for  ever  entering  upon  biieh 
a  husiness. 

The  only  sali^faelory  point  in  the  >tnry  was.  that  for  Hie 
present  at  any  rate.  Kagnall  and  t-avape  ji.id  e,-e,iped.  thouuli 
douhtless  sooner  or  later  fate  would  overtake  them  also.  1  wa- 
sure  Ihat  they  had  escaped,  since  two  of  the  eamelmen  captured 
with  us  had  informed  Marrtt  Ihat  they  saw  them  swept  away 
hUrrouiided  hy  our  people  and  quite  nnliarnied.  Now  they 
wiiiild  he  prieviiijr  o\er  my  death,  since  non"  survived  who 
could  tell  them  of  our  capture,  nuless  the  Black  Kendah  cho«c 
to  do  so.  which  was  not  likely.  I  wondered  v\hal  course  they 
would  take  when  Hajtiiall  found  Ihat  his  qiiesl  was  vain,  as  of 
course  iiiiist  happen.  Try  lo  get  out  of  Hie  country,  I  suppose 
as  I  iiraved  they  might  succeed  in  doing,  though  this  wa-  most 
improhahlc 

Then  there  was  Hans.  He  of  course  would  attempt  to  r'  I  race 
our  road  across  the  desert,  if  he  had  got  clear  away,  llavini.' 
a  good  camel,  a  rille  and  some  ammunition,  it  was  just  pos>ibli 
Ihat  lie  miglit  win  tlirougli,  as  he  never  forgot  a  path  which 
lie  had  once  travelled,  thonirli  pridiahly  in  a  week's  lime  a  few 
bones  upon  the  desert  would  be  all  that  remained  of  him.  Well. 
as  he  had  suggested,   perhaps  we  -should   -oon  he  lolkinc  the 
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Poor  old  Haiiis ! 

1    OflOTlO.l    my    ,.y,.s    ill],)    l,)„k,.(l    (,    ,)l|,     niP  {■]■    l\r<\     (llillK    I 

..ot.rp<l  was  Hint  ,n.v  donl,l,..l,arn.l|p.i  r,^-',,'.  .vhi.li  1  had  plarort 
.1!  fiill  rock  beside  me  before  I  «eiil  to  Meep,  h„?  "uiie  uUo  iin- 
large   elasp-knife.     Tliis    discovery    did    not    lend    to    rai<e    mv 

Marm.  seat.'d  on  tlie  floor  of  til.  lint  in  the  shadow  slai-i,,., 
straight  in  front  ,,l  lum.  and  noted  that  at  lenctli  even  he  h-,d 
eeused  to  smile,  h„|  Hiat  his  lips  moved  as  ihoiiW,  l,e  were 
engaged  in  prayer  or  mi'ililalion. 

••  Mnrilt,"  I  said.  "  someone  |ia.«  been  in  this  plaee  uliile  we 
were  asleep  and  stolen  mv  pistol  and  knih'  " 

les,  Lord,'  lie  answered,    ■  .■iiid  nn  knife  also      I  ^aw  them 
eome  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  iwo  rne„  who  walked  =oftl 
as  cats,  and  searched  evcrylhiii!;.'  • 

"  Then  why  did  von  not  w.ikr  me-'" 

■■  Wluit  would  have  been  the  use,  f.„r-,|-i     If  we  had  ,,„|.,i,, 
hold  of  the  men,  they  would  have  call,.,!  onl  and  we  should  have 

"Zlf'.^nf 'M  •'"  "'V-  "  ''T  '"■^'  '"  ''^'  ""■'"  l"'^"  ""■  "'in'-'-, 
v.hieh  afler  all  are  of  no  good  to  lis  here  " 

••The    pistol    might    have    been    „f    .onie    good,"    1    repli..,! 
signifieantly,  '       ' 

find  '•^''  ""^  ■"'''  ""'''''""■  "  '""  "•  ""'  "'"■'•  '''■"III  i^  •■asy  to 
•■no  yoji  think,  Marill,  that  we  eoiiM  manage  to  let  llarilt 
and  the  others  know  our  plight,-.  That  smoke  w  liieli  1  breathed 
in  England,  for  inslaih'e,  seemed  to  .how  me  far-OIT  thing-^_if 
we  eould  gel  anv  of  it,"  *"        ' 

,   ■■  ■•■'"■■  T"I"'  !"'".  ",""''""•  ''"'■''•  '"'<  ^"""'  harmless  bnrniii.. 
powder  wine  ,  elonded  your  mind  for  ,a  niioiite  and  enab  ed"  on 
to  see  the  Ihonghls   that    wer,.  in   o»,    minds.      He  di'.w    the 
pictures  at  which  you  looked.     Also  lim.  Iliere  i.  ,i„ue  " 
.       Ob!      J    said,     'the   old   trick   of   suggestion;    just    what   I 
.raagined       fben  there  s  an  end  of  Ihal,  and  a<  t  ,e\,lhcrs  "vil 
hink  that  ,ve  ,„.,.  dead  and  we  cannot  commnnicnte  wi  1,  Jhem 
we  [luve  uo  hoiie  e.vcept  in  o»rs(dves    ■  ' 

•'  Or  the  Child,"  suggested  .MarOt  gentiv 

fol,)  mf  m'T''    '  ^"''',"'"1  iml.dioii.     ■■  .\fler  vou  have  just 
told  mn  that  yonr  -nioke  virion  wa.  .•,  ne'iv  conjurer',   tr  "k 

wb  r am  do  'f  ''  •"^',■"''i■  ••"'"-'"'^  '^  ""'■•''  i-  'ortant^ 
mav'a;."wdnen  ,':  (i^Jrldh'"  "  '"""  '"  "^  ^"'  ^"^-"^  ^"'■ 
"Lori  Macuniazana,  I  will.  Who  and  what  the  f:hlld  is  I 
cannot  say  because  I  do  not  know,  Ihit  if  b.as  he"  0  ir  "ml  or 
thousands  of  year.,  and  we  b.dieve  that  our  remote  forefalherl 
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brought  it  with  Ihcm  when  tliey  wero  driven  out  of  Egypt  at 
some  time  imliiiown.  We  liave  writings  coiiciTning  it  done  up 
in  little  rolls,  but  as  we  eannot  reail  them  lliey  are  of  no  use 
to  us.  It  has  an  hereililary  prieslhood,  of  vshieh  Ilarflt  my 
nnele,  for  he  is  my  uncle,  is  the  head.  We  believe^  that  the 
Child  is  God,  or  ralher  a  symbol  in  which  (iod  dwells,  and  that 
11  can  save  us  in  this  world  and  the  next,  for  we  holil  th.it  man 
is  an  immortal  spirit.  We  believe  also  that  tliri>n<;li  its  Oracle 
— a  priestess  who  is  called  Guardian  of  tlie  Child— il  can  declare 

the  future  and  bring  blessings  or  curses  upon  m especially 

upon  our  enemies.  Wlien  the  Oracle  dies  «e  .ire  helpless  since 
the  Child  has  no  '  month  '  and  our  enemie>  prevail  against  us. 
This  happened  a  long  while  ago,  and  the  last  Oracle,  having 
declared  before  her  death  Itiat  her  successor  was  to  be  found 
in  England,  my  undo  and  I  travelled  tliithiT  disguised  -as  con- 
jurers and  made  search  for  mtmy  years.  We  thought  that  we 
had  found  the  new  Oracle  in  the  lady  who  nuirricd  the  Lord 
Igeza,  because  of  that  mark  of  the  new  moon  upon  her  neck. 
After  our  return  to  Africa,  however,  for  a«  I  have  spoken  of 
this  mailer  I  may  as  well  tell  yon  idl."  here  he  stared  me  full 
in  the  eyes  and  spoke  in  a  clear  metal  .c  voice  which  somehow 
no  longer  convinced  me.  -"  we  found  that  we  had  made  a 
mistake,  (or  the  real  Oracle,  a  mere  girl,  was  discovered  among 
our  own  people,  and  has  jiow  been  for  two  years  installed  in 
her  oliice.  Wilhout  doubt  the  last  Gu.inliiiii  of  the  Child  was 
wandering  iu  her  mi[ul  when  she  told  us  that  story  before  her 
death  as  to  a  woman  in  England,  a  country  of  which  she  had 
heard  through  Arabs.     That  is  nil," 

"  Thank  you."  1  replied,  feeling  that  it  would  be  useless  to 
show  any  suspicion  of  his  story.  "  Now  will  you  be  so  good 
as  to  tell  me  who  and  what  is  the  god,  or  the  elephant  Jana, 
whom  you  have  brought  nc  here  tokill^  Is  the  elejihant  a  god, 
or  is  llie  god  an  elejihant?  In  either  case  what  has  it  to  do  with 
the  Childf" 

"  Lord,  Jana  among  us  KiMidah  represents  the  evil  in  the 
world,  as  the  Child  lepresents  (he  good.  .Tana  is  he  whom  the 
Mohammedans  ca"l  S'liiltan  and  the  Christians  call  Satan,  and 
our  fia-c  fathers.  (I,-  old  Egyptions,  called  Pel." 

"Ah!"  thought  I  to  myself,  "now  we  have  got  it.  Horns 
the  llivine  Cliild,  and  Set  the  evil  monster,  with  whom  it 
strives  everlastingly." 

"Always,"  went  on  Ifarfll.  "  thiTC  has  been  war  between 
the  Child  and  Jana,  that  is,  between  Good  and  Evil,  and  we 
know  that  in  Ihc  end  one  of  them  must  eonqner  the  other." 

"  The  whole  world  has  known  that  from  the  beginning,"  I 
interrupted.    "  But  who  and  what  is  this  Jana?" 

"  Among  the  Black  Keudah,  Lord,  Jana  is  an  elephant,  or  at 
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an>  rate  his  symbol  is  nn  p|ppliniit,  a  vprv  torrible  beast  to 
which  sacrifices  are  Diiule,  tliat  kills  all  who  do  not  worship 
inn  if  he  chances  to  meet  tlicm.     lie  lives  farther  on  in  the 
forest  yon.ler,  ami  the  lil.uk  Keii.lah  make  use  of  him  in  war, 
(or  the  devil  m  \uiu  obeys  Ihi'ir  priests." 
•'Indeed,  and  is  this  (depharit  alwavs  the  same?" 
"  I  cannot  tidl  y.ni.  but  for  many  frenerations  i(  \w<  been  the 
s.'uiie,  /or  It  IS  known  by  its  size  and  by  the  fa.l  (hat  one  of  it^ 
tusks  IS  twisted  downwards." 

'■  \^'','"'.'  '  "■"larked.  "  all  thiv  prove.  nolhinL^  since  elep|,,-,nts 
certainly  ive  t(-r  at  least  (wo  hiimlred  years,  and  perhaps  mncli 
onper  Also,  after  they  become  '  rogues  '  tbev  acc|uii-e  everv 
kind  of  wicked  ,ind  nnnatural  li.ibit.  as  to  which  I  could  (eil 
vou  lots  ol  stories.     Have  yon  ever  seen  this  elejdhint'i" 

•  ^0  Macuniamna,"  he  answered  with  a  shiver.  "  It  1  had 
se-n  It  should  I  have  been  iilive  to-dav.'i  Yet  I  fear  I  .im  fded 
to  see  It  ere  long,  not  alone."  and  again  he  .shivered,  lookiic 
at  me  in  a  very  suggestive  manner. 

At  this  moment  our  conver-^iition  was  interrupted  bv  (he 
arrival  ol  two  H  ,„;k  Kendahs  who  brought  lis  our  brcakfi-i.t  of 
porridge  and  a  boiled  fowl,  und  stood  then,  while  we  ,•,(.•  il 
tor  my  part  I  w.is  not  sorry,  as  1  li.id  le.-ineMl  all  I  w,-,iiled  In 
know  of  the  Iheological  opinions  and  praclite  „(  the  l,oid  .iiid 
bad  couie  to  the  eon,-lnsion  that  the  terrible  devil-god  of  Ibc 
ilack  Rendah  was  im^rely  ;,  rogue  elephant  of  nnii^ii,,!  size  ,Mid 
(.■locity,  which  under  oilier  circiinistanccs  it  would  h.ive  given 
lue  the  grciitcst  pleasur..  I,.,  |rv  to  shoot 

When  we  had  liiiislieil  cting.  I  but  is  soon,  for  neither  of  ,„»■ 

appeh  cs  was  good  that  moriiim:.  we  w.dk it  of  lb,,  hou.,. 

do  tbc  surrouudinir  compoun.l  and  visite.l  (be  canielmcii  !„ 
Ilieir  hut.  H.'re  we  found  I  hen  si|iialled  „„  (|,o  ground  lookinu 
vrTy  depressed  indeed.  Wl„-n  I  asked  them  what  wm<  Ibr 
iriatler  they  replied  ".Nothing."  evcpt  that  lle'v  were  nic, 
about  to  die  am  life  was  [ileasant.  Also  thev  hud  wives  and 
children  whom  they  would  never  see  again      ' 

Hrtvin.;;  tried  to  cheer  them  u|>  to  the  best  of  mv  aliililv  wliirli 
I  fear  I  did  without  conviction,  for  in  my  heart  I  a"rced  willi 
Ibeir  view  of  the  case.  „-,.  refurnr.d  (o'  the  gi„..|.hoi,.,.  and 
mounted  the  stair  which  led  to  the  llut  roof.  ll,.„ce  we  <aw  tli  d 
some  ciirions  -eremony  w.as  in  pro.Mvss  iu  (be  .PiKre  of  the 
market-place.  At  that  distance  we  could  not  make  out  tbc 
details  for  I  forgot  to  say  (li.at  my  glosses  bad  been  stolen  will, 
he  pistol  and  knife,  probably  birause  they  were  snpposd  (o  be 
h'thal  weapons  or  inslrnrai'iits  of  uia^ic 

ni-  "'i""?'!.  "","•''  ''^i'.  '"■''''  "■'•'■•ed.  on  which  a  fire  burned 
Behind  it  the  king,  Simba.  was  seated  on  a  stool  will,  various 
rouneillors  about  him.    In  front  of  the  altar  was  a^to  .    wooden 
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table  i.u  which  lay  what  looked  like  the  liwl>  of  a  poat  or  a 
sC  \  fauta.lieallv  dressed  uiau,  assisted  by  o  her  ineu 
anpfre.!  to  he  enpafred  in  inspeeting  the  i.is.de  of  tin.-  ammal 
with  XV  e  gathered,  unsatisfa,-tory  results  l,.r  presently  he 
r«"ed  his  arms  and  uttered  a  loud  wail.     Then  the  ercutun 


vii  upon  llie  lire 
■  doing.     He 


while 


vhelher  we 


replied 
sliould 


vi-^eera  were  .enioved  from  it  and  tlir 
the  rest  of  the  carcass  w:.s  i-arried  off. 

I  asked  MarOt  what  he  tiioujiht  they  wen 
deiectcdlv  ; 

■•  Consiiltinf!  their  Oracle;   i^-rliaps  as  to 
live  or  die,  Macunia/.ana.'  ,     , 

Ju~t  Iheu  the  priest  in  the  str.anfie,  feathered  Mlln"!  a|)proached 
the  kin^'.  -arrying  some  small  object  in  his  |,m,„I.  I  wondered 
what  it(OUld  be,  till  the  sour.d  of  a  report  reached  my  ear»  and 
I  >:aw  Ihc!  man  bepin  to  jump  round  upon  one  leg,  holdmi^  We 
other  wilh  both  his  hands  at  the  knee  and  howliuj:  loudly. 

•  Ah!"  I  said,  "  that  pistol  was  full  cocked,  and  the  bullcl 
has  cot  him  in  the  foot."  .  ,     ,        ,i 

Simba  shouted  out  something,  whereon  a  man  picked  up  the 
pistol  iind  threw  it  into  the  lire,  rimnd  which  Ihi-  others 
gathered  to  watch  it  bum. 

■•  You  wait,"  T  said  1o  Marnt.  afid  as  I  spoke  the  word»  the 
inevit-ble  happened.  ,       ,  .  ,    ,  ,       i     .■ 

Off  went  the  other  barrel  of  the  pistol,  winch  hopped  out  o 
the  lire  with  the  recoil  like  a  livinj^  thing.  Rut  as  it  ha|M.ened 
one  of  the  a-sist.anl  pricsis  was  standing  ni  front  of  the  mouth 
of  that  barrel,  and  he  also  hopped  once,  but  never  again,  or 
the  heavv  bullet  struck  him  somewhere  in  the  body  and  killed 
hmi.  Now  there  was  ,onsternaliun.  I'veryone  rau  away 
leaving  the  dead  man  Iving  on  the  ground,  himbi  led  the  rout 
and  the  head-priest  brought  up  the  rear,  skipping  along  upon 

""'"lavui"  observed  these  events,  which  liUed  me  with  an  unholy 
iov  we'descended  into  the  hou-e  again  as  there  was  nothing 
more  to  see,  also  because  it  occurred  to  me  that  our  presence  on 
the  roof,  watching  their  discomliliire,  might  irritate  the^n 
savages  \hont  ten  minutes  later  the  gate  o,  the  fence  round 
the  Kuest-housc  was  thrown  oi>en,  and  thrnuidi  it  came  lour 
men  carrving  on  a  stretcher  the  body  of  ttie  pne.f  whom  the 
bullet  had  killed,  which  thev  laid  down  in  front  of  our  do-., 
Then  followed  the  king  with  an  armed  g.ii^d.  and  afler  niu. 
the  befCHlhercd  divhier  with  his  foot  bound  up,  who  Minported 
himself  upon  the  shoulders  of  two  of  his  colleagues.  This  mmK 
I  now  t.ereeived,  wore  a  hideous  mask,  from  which  projecte.1 
two  tnsks;  in  imitation  of  those  of  an  elephant.  .\lso  there  were 
others,  as  manv  as  the  space  would  hold.  ,.,     u     ■ 

The  king  calll'd  to  us  to  come  out  of  the  house,  which,  having 
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ho  siiiil  in  ;i  lorrilili' 
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lio  clKiiiv    \vi-  ilid.     Olio  jrlanrc  at  liiiii  vIkhvoiI  rric  Mini  tin-  miiii 
was  fnmti.-  with  fi'ar.  or  nice,  or  both. 

"Look  upon  voiir  work,  m.iaii'iiiiH  I" 
voire,  [ioiiilirij;  iir?t  lo  tlio  do.icl  |irii'st, 
wonndi'.l  looi. 

■'  It  is  1(1  work  'if  iiiir..,  Kiiii,'  SimlKi."  .iri^ui'i-iMl  .Mnn'it.  ■  I( 
IS  your  o>v  ii  work.  Von  stoli'  llic  in.mj,.  \vi.:i|,,iii  nf  tlic  uliit'' 
Ion]  .iii'l  in.Mli'  it  iiii!;r\,  so  tli.it  i!  Iiii<  rc'vciu'i'd  itM'if  upon  von  " 

"It  is  truiv"  s.iiil  Siml),i,  '  th.il  the  tiih<>  tins  killed  one  or 
(liose  utio  took  it  ;i\vay  from  yon  nod  woiiodeil  the  oIIht  " 
here  was  liii-k  iiideedl.  ■■But  it  was  voil  who  ordered  it  lo 
do  so.  iiiaiiieians.  \„w.  hark  !  Yesterday  I  promised  von 
safety,  that  no  s|„.Mr  should  pierce  vonr  lie.irts  and  no  kiiite' 
eonie  near  your  lliroats.  and  drank  Ihe  eiip  of  peace  «|lh  von 
I'.nl  you  have  liroken  tlie  |i,ict.  wurkiiii!  ns  more  harm,  and 
therefore  it  no  lonpcr  holds,  since  there'  are  nianv  otiier  way.s 
in  which  men  cun  die.  listen  again!  This  is  mv  decree,  l)v 
vour  maiiie  yon  h.ive  taken  awav  the  life  of  oie  ,,'i  my  servant's 
and  hurt  .inolhcr  of  my  servant's,  de>|rovi!if;  Ihe  middle  foe  of 
Ins  left  foot.  It  within  three  davs  von  do  not  nive  h.iek  the 
hfe,  to  tiim  who  -eenis  lo  lie  dead,  and  ,i;ive  h.ick  the  toe  to  him 
wlio  seems  to  I.e  linrt.  as  \on  well  can  do,  then  von  shnll  join 
those  whom  yon  have  >|ain  m  Ihe  l.ind  of  de.Uh  linw  (  will  not 
lell  yon." 

^o^v  when  f  heard  this  amazing  -enlenee  1  s.i-ied  within 
myself,  hnt  Ihinkin^-  it  hetter  to  keep  np  mv  .vde  of  nmler- 
-tanding  nothiri.L'  of  Iheir  talk,  I  [, reserve,')  ;iii  immovahle 
connlenance  ,ind  lefl  .Nfarnt  lo  answer.  This,  t.i  his  ,redil  lie 
il  recorded,  he  did  with  his  customary  pleas.mt  smile. 

•0  Kin?,"  he  siii.l,   --who  can  lir'ini:  the  dead  liai  k   lo  liie^' 
Not  even  Ihe  Child  iiself,  at  any  rate  iii  tlii^  world,  for  (here  i 
no  way, " 

"  Th?n,  Prophet  of  the  Child,  yon  had  heller  find  a  way,  or, 
I  repent.  I  send  yon  to  join  Ihem."  he  slionleil,  rolline  his'eves 

"What  dill  my  hrother,  Ihe  i/real  l'ro[ihel!  prondse  to  von 
lint  yesterday,  O  Kin?,  if  yon  harmed  ns:' "  ,isked  .Mafilt 
■  Was  il  not  that  the  Ihree  great  curses  should  fall  upon  vonr 
[leople.  Learn  now  that  if  s„  niiieh  as  one  of  ns  is  mnrd'ered 
liy  yon.  these  thiiii;s  si^dl  swifllv  come  ...  pass,  J,  ^tarl'll  who 
am  also  a  Prophet  of  the  Child,  ha' e  s,'iiil  it." 

Now  Pimha  seemed  to  .uo  qrite  mad,  so  mad  Ihat  I  IhonL-hl 
al!  was  over,  Ife  waved  his  spe.ir  and  danced  ahont  in  front  of 
ns.  till  the  silver  chains  clanked  upon  his  hrea-t.  He  viliirieraled 
!h"  Child  :ind  its  wnrshipp.ers  who.  he  dec!,, red.  had  worked 
evil  on  the  RI.m  k  Kendnh  for  generalions.  !|e  .'ippc-iled  to  his 
sod  Jun.i  to  nvenpo  these  evils,  "  |n  [dere-  |he  Child  wilh  his 
tiisk-.    t-i   tear   it   with    his   Irnnk.      le!   to   Irainple   it   wilh    his 
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„,„,    ■  .,,1,  „t  ul,i,l,  th,-  »o.,..a..l  .llvin.r  .l.lv  s.,..n.lpcl  through 

„.,  I'l      nd  r'niarki,,,  thai  it  th.  .hv.vWi  «a.  ■'"/;;;,", 
,:    ..V  riho  third  m„rning  fron.  '"f  ,^;;>,'  ""  ,;    !"^' ,h  , 
■om  hill.  nuam.  ho  ami  his  con.pany  slall,pd  off,  .  xn  |.l   ino. , 

-,;nrXS..v,.ra>.n.aU.;r,.ut.^|.U<^^ 

iHSiFrHiXiir.:^^:^^^^^^^ 

*;,,    vPt     11,11  i-  thP  "trt'iii-'th  of  llio  imaf-Miialion.  I  think 
'^i^'^l^tTTl^t  „  •  ho  Wi  rK^llah  wh„  had  laUo,,  in 

'"r'n-o   rhanoo   frnm  that   nionioiit   the   mmi   ooa.od     o     ho 
Oil  t/'uddonlv  ohmds  arose  whioli  pradually  .ov.Tod  tl      u    o 
"kv  an     the  \voalhor  hoaai,  t,.   tnrn   very  enld     nnpr.    ^denll> 
=o   MmM  iiiformod  me,  for  the  time  of  year.  Nvhioh,  i    xmU  b 

a^-^h.i^wfi^«^^^^ 
i-'^r;:oSii^Trtr^,j^^'r4^h^:i.h^^jn-.he 
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in"  inn  jii>':il.-,  dir-  wliiili  «•■  luiil  no  f;rMil  ii|iprlilc.  Tin-  riiiilil 
c.imc.  riirlii'i-  than  ii>ii.il  I'riniHi'  i-l  Hii'  cIimkI?.  iinil  we  U\\ 
iislccp,  rir  riillKT  inln  ,i  <n-h  ~  of  ilii/.i's.  Once  I  IIkhi^IiI  Ihiil  I 
ln'iinl  soiniMiiii'  -^lirririK  in  llir  liiils  ln'liiinl  n-.  Iiiil  .is  11  «.is 
followTil  l)v  silence  I  look  iiii  niii  •  iiotiei  .  At  leiiL'Mi  \h>-  lif-'lit 
lirol<('  viTv  slouly,  foi'  iiiiw  tlie  rlimiU  were  iliMiser  tliiiii  ever. 
Sliiveriiiji'wilh  llie  eold.  Miirfil  :iriil  I  iniicle  :i  vi-it  In  the  (.aiiiel- 
ili-ivers.  wIkp  wi're  mil  iill.nvei!  lo  enter  (iiir  linii-e.  On  f;iiini.' 
into  their  lint  we  s.iu  to  nnr  limTur  Ihiit  (inly  Iwii  iit  llieni 
renwineil.  sealed  slmiily  ii|iiin  Hie  llwcir.  We  asked  where  the 
third  WHS.  The\  re|iliid  lliey  did  nut  know.  In  the  middle  (i( 
Ilie  nicht.  they  said,  inc^n  had  ere|il  in,  who  seized,  bound  ami 
L'apsed  him,  then  drafjf-'ed  hnn  iiwa.v.  -As  there  was  milhinf;  to 
he  said  or  done,  we  relnrned  to  hreakfast  lilled  wilh  horrid 
fears. 

.Nothing  hapiiened  that  day  exce|it  that  some  priests  arrived, 
lifted  llie  carllienware  pot,  evaniiiied  their  departed  eolleapne. 
who  hy  now  had  heeonie  an  nnetii-onratinK  speetaele,  removed 
Ihe  old  dishes  of  food,  arranged  more  ahoni  him,  and  went  oil. 
.\lso  the  clouds  ,i.'rew  thicker  ami  thicker,  and  the  air  more  ,'iml 
more  chilly,  till,  had  we  heen  in  an.v  norlhern  l.ililmle.  I  should 
have  ?aid  that  snow  was  pendinf;.  From  lair  |ien-h  on  the  roof- 
lop  1  ohscrved  the  popnialinn  of  Simlia  Town  di>eiissinc  the 
weather  with  ever-increasin.L'  earneslness;  also  that  Ihe  people 
f-'oinf:  out  to  wiirk  in  the  lields  wore  mats  over  th"ir  shoulders. 

Onre  more  darkness  came,  and  this  iiitjlit.  nolwilhslamlinL' 
llie  eold,  we  spent  wr,ipped  in  rnus  on  the  niof  of  the  house. 
It  had  ccenrred  to  us  thai  kidnappirif-'  would  he  less  easy  there. 
as  wo  could  make  some  sort  of  ,a  lii;lit  at  the  head  of  Ihe  stair- 
way, or,  if  the  worst  e.ame  lo  the  wcirst,  dive  from  the  parapet 
ami  lireak  our  ueeks.  We  ke|it  waleh  turn  .and  turn  ahont. 
Iliirins  niv  watch  alioni  midnif;hl  I  heard  .i  noise  froinf;  on   in 

Ihe  hut  hehiml  us;    senll!ill^'  and  a  stilled  cry  which  tnr I  my 

hlooil  eold.  Alionl  an  hour  later  a  lire  w.is  lifihteil  in  the  lentre 
of  the  market-phice  where  Ihe  sliee|i  b.id  heen  sacriliced.  and 
hv  the  Harp  of  it  1  ecnild  see  people  uioviiiK.  Itiil  what  they  did 
I  could  not  see.  which  was  perhaps  as  well. 

Next  morning  only  one  of  the  camelmen  was  left.  This 
remaining  man  was  ;iow  almost  crazy  with  fe,ir,  and  could  give 
no  clear  account  of  vvli.al  had  ha|ipened  to  his  companion. 

The  poor  fellow  implored  ns  to  take  liim  away  to  ovo-  house, 
as  he  feared  to  he  left  alone  with  "  the  hlack  devils."  We  tried 
to  do  so  hut  armed  gnards  appeared  mysteriously  and  thrnsi 
iiini  liai:k  into  his  own  hut. 

This  dav  was  an  e.\uct  re|ietition  of  the  others.  The  same 
inspection"  of  Hie  deceased  and  renewal  of  his  food;   the  same 
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™U1,  cloiidi'd  sky,  the  ^'ll^ll■  iigitiitort  lonfcrciinfs  in  Ihi'  mnrkd 

(liilCI'. 

For  Ihi  thin)  limi-  diirkncss  fell  iipciii  ii>  In  that  hcirrihli' 
placi'.  dnii'  moi-p  we  took  rffu^e  on  llio  loof,  hnt  this  ni|.'hl 
ncitliiT  III'  ii>  <lc[)l.  We  «erf"  too  lolil,  too  [iliysiciilly  mipir 
alilp.  -ind  too  tilled  witli  nicnt.il  aiiiinlion-inns  Ait  nntiifu 
viTinod  111  111'  lli^'  wilti  inipenilinj.'  di'M^tci-.  Ttii'  >ky  appenrod 
to  tio  h-inking  down  upon  tin:  rarlli.  Tlif  niuun  «a<  liiildfn.  yet 
a  taint  and  lu-id  lidht  slione  now  in  otic  quartor  "f  the  linrizon. 
now  in  anotliir.  ThiTo  was  no  wind,  lint  Hi''  air  moaned 
andiMy.  It  wii.s  as  tlioiiRh  tin'  end  of  Itii'  world  were  near  as, 
t  relli'cli'd.  (irohably  miijlit  bi-.  tlic  I'asi-  so  far  as  wo  wen-  con- 
(•frnPd.  Novrr,  pfrliaps,  liavc  I  tell  so  spiritnally  terriliod  a.s 
I  was  diirin).'  tin'  drcadfiil  inartion  of  ttiat  iiii'tit.  Kvi'n  it  I  hail 
ktniwn  that  I  was  Koinp  to  lie  I'X.'iMitcd  at  dawn,  f  think  that 
l.y  (iiniparisdii  f  should  liavc  been  lifihtln-arli'd.  Hut  the  worst 
part  of  the  busitiefs  was  that  I  knew  nnlhiiK-'.  I  w.is  like  a 
man  foreed  to  walk  thruuph  dense  darkness  anninL-  [preeipiei's, 
ipiite  unable  to  frness  when  my  journey  would  end  in  spai'e,  but 
endurin,'--  all  the  aponies  of  death  at  every  step. 

About  midniKht  upiin  we  heard  that  sciillle  and  stilled  cry  in 
Itie  hot  behind  iis, 

"  lie's  ,;:oii(\  '  I  whispered  to  Marilt,  wiping  the  lold  sweat 
from  my  brow. 

'Yes,"  answered  Marrtt,  "  and  \ery  soon  we  simll  follow 
him,  Maeuiiiazana." 

1  wished  that  his  faee  were  visible  so  that  I  lould  see  if  he 
still  smiled  when  he  uttered  those  words. 

An  hour  or  so  biter  the  usual  lire  appeared  in  the  market- 
place, round  w  liieh  the  usual  Dgures  llitted  dimly.  The  sight  of 
them  fascinated  me,  althiiugh  I  did  not  want  to  look,  fearin;.' 
what  I  might  see.  Luekily,  howci'er,  we  were  too  tar  off  to 
discern  anything  at  night. 

While  llie.-e  unholy  ceremonies  were  in  progress  the  climax 
Ciime.  that  is  so  fur  as  the  weather  was  concerned.  Of  a  sudden 
a  great  gale  sprang  up,  a  gale  of  icy  wind  such  ns  in  Southern 
Africa  sometimes  precedes  a  thnnderstorni.  It  blew  for  Inlf  an 
hour  or  more,  then  hilled,  Now  lightning  Unshed  across  the 
heavens,  and  by  the  glare  of  it  we  perceived  that  all  the  popnla- 
tion  of  Siinba  'i'own  seemed  to  be  gathered  in  the  markel-pluce. 
At  least  there  were  some  thousands  of  them,  talking,  gesticulat- 
ing, pointing  at  the  sky, 

A  few  minutes  later  there  came  a  great  crash  of  thunder,  of 
which  it  was  impossible  to  locate  the  sound,  tor  it  rolled  from 
everywhere  Then  suddenly  something  hard  struck  the  roof  by 
mv  side  and  rebounded,  to  lie  followed  next  moment  by  a  blow 
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I  I'liiii  III. I  ill  il- 
'\  wri'f  -I'criipil 
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ri'tnarkcil  MiinU  »illi  his  .■l('(■ll^toIn'•ll  -niiliv 
I   i'0[ilii'(l,     ■  for  whoi'vcr  siiu    li;iil   liki'   lli.it 


iil'oii  ni>    -.lioiilili'i    .vliii'li   iK.ii'iv    I 
«.!<  VM'II  |iroli'iliM|  by  llu'  -kin  I'.i 

■'  l)o«ii   111.,  -liiii'l'    I  riillf.l.     ■   They 
-iiileil  till.'  iii'lion  to  llu'  «on.l, 

Ti'ii  si'iciMil-  liiti'i    wc  Hi'i'p  linlh  in  II. •■  r 
f;iithi  r  lOMH'r,   for   tin-   -toiii'-   or   v  IimIia   i-  ||i< 
to  III!  follos\iii^'  11-       I   -liuik  .1  nKili'ii,   of  wlii 
li.'ol    .-oiiic,    loL'i'lliiT    willi    my    |tijio   .okI    .t    l'o 

liiliiicici      Illy    olil>    -oh ill    thosi'   iliiN-  --.illil,   :i 

-HU      lil'-t     tllllt     iilooij     «il-     I'llllllillg     JoMIl     M; 

-i"ionilly,   lliMt   IIh'-i'  ■'loiifs   won'   trr.it   Iimii|i- 
Ihcin   wi'iyliiiiL'   MArriil   oimcf-.    which   hoppnd 
liki.'  \\\f  lliiii^-. 
"  llitil-torni  I 
■  lli'll   -|..rni 

llPfori';'" 

Tlii'ii  llh!  niiitcli  liiinit  out  anrt  coiivcr^.ilioii  came  to  im  onil 
for  llip  rcii-oii  lliiil  »c  I'oiilil  no  lonj-vr  heir  cich  other  -ipcak. 
Till'  h.iil  CHiiic  ilown  with  m  pcriicliLiI,   nillliii;;  roiir.  tli.il   in  il< 

-iiin    WH-;   on.'    of    Ih.'    i I    l.rril.l.'    <(iiiii:U    lo    wlii.'h    f    .'V.t 

li-tened.  Ami  yet  .-iliov.'  il  I  lh..iii!lil  Ih.it  I  lonl.l  cmIcIi  iinolhcr, 
-till  lucre  li'rrihlc,  the  wail  of  hiimlre.ls  of  peopli-  in  iii;oii>. 
After  the  lir.-t  few  niiiintes  1  l.eaaii  lo  he  afr.iiil  lli.it  the  root 
wiiiihl  li.'  haltereil  in,  or  that  tlie  walls  woiihl  cruinlile  beiu-alh 
lliis  perpelii.il  lir.'  of  the  mii-kehy  of  he.ivrn.  ftiil  the  ci'iiienl 
was  gooil  ami  the  place  well  liiiilt. 

So  it  fame  ahoiil  that  the  iioiise  -to  I  Ihe  tenip.'.-l.  w  liii  li  hail 
it  been  roofed  wilh  tiles  or  ;;alvaiiiM-.l  iron  I  am  ^iire  it  woulit 
never  lia\e  iloiie,  -inee  llie  lumps  of  ii'e  niii-l  li.ive  -h.illeri.il 
the  one  r  iil  pierced  the  other  like  paper.  ImI.ed  I  hav.-  -.'iii 
this  happen  in  .a  b.id  hailstorni  in  Natal  which  kill.'d  my  he-l 
horse,     lliit  even  that  h.iil  was  as  snowllakes  corapare.l  lo  this. 

f  snp[iose  that  this  natural  phenomenon  continued  for  about 
twenty  minutes,  not  more,  duriu);  ten  of  whi.'h  it  was  at  its 
worst.  Then  by  decrees  it  censed,  tlie  sky  clear. '.1  and  the  moon 
shone  ont  beautifully.  We  climbed  to  Ihe  roof  au'nin  and  looked. 
It  was  several  inches  deep  in  ja^jied  ice.  while  the  market-place 
and  all  the  country  round  appeared  in  the  bri.siht  moonlltrht  to 
be  buried  bene.'ith  a  veil  of  snow . 

Very  rapidly,  .a.s  the  norin.il  tempi  ivilnre  of  that  warm  land 
rea?serted  itself,  this  >now  or  rather  hail  nndtJ'.l.  causing:  a 
Hood  of  water  "hi.h,  where  lii.'re  was  any  f.ill.  befr.m  to  rush 
away  with  a  fjurj-'lin^'  sound.  Also  we  heard  other  -oun.ls.  such 
as  lliat  from  ihe  vallopiii;;  Iiooj-  of  m;in\  of  ill.'  fiorses  which 
had  broken  loose  from  their  wrecked  slaMes  .'t  the  north  end 
of  the  market-place,  where  in  ?real  numlier  they  had  been 
killed  by  the  fallinj?  roofs  or  iind  kicked  e.nch  other  lo  de.'ith, 
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iinil  fi  V  ilil  uiiivrrjul  «iiil  that  nxi-  from  i'v.'r>  niiiirtfr  of  Mm 
hip  town,  ill  wliicli  i|iiiinlilic;-  cif  llii'  wui-l-liiiiU  houses  hiicl 
colliipsfil.  I'lirlhi-r,  Iviiif;  lu're  iiiul  IIuti'  mIhuiI  llii^  niiirki't- 
(ilai'c  wi'  loulil  M'e  scons  of  ilarlc  f\u\\i<-<  lliil  we  knew  to  bf 

lliosc!  of  iiiiMi,  women  iiiiJ  ehililnii.  uli Iliu-^  s|iiir|i  ijiissiles 

hurled  from  heiiven  had  caiiuht  l)etnii'  lli-y  Kinld  escape  iiiid 
slain,  or  wiiiiiided  almost  lo  death.  Kur  it  will  he  remembered 
that  perhuiis  not  (ewer  than  two  lliousaiid  |ie(ipli'  were  iialhered 
on  this  market-placi',  allemlinp  the  Imrriil  niidniuht  saeriliec  and 
discussiiip  the  niiiiHtural  weather  wlien  tlie  storm  burst  upon 
them  suddenly  as  an  avalanche, 

"  The  Child  is  small,  yet  its  strength  is  preat,  Ilehold  the 
first  curse!"  said  Marrtt  solemnly. 

I  stared  at  him,  hut  as  he  "chose  to  believe  that  a  very 
iiniisiial  hiiilstorm  was  a  visitation  from  heaven  1  diil  nipt  think 
it  worth  while  arguinp  the  point.  Only  I  wondered  if  he  really 
did  believe  this.  Then  1  remembered  tied  sneli  an  event  was 
said  to  have  afflicted  the  «'•■<,  I-.fivptians  in  lie  hour  of  (heir 
pride  because  they  woul  !  ne  lei  the  [lenple  po."  Well,  these 
blackpiiuidly  liluck  Kendall  were  cerlainly  worse  than  the 
Kpyptians  can  ever  have  been;  aNo  tln.y  would  not  let  ii.i  po. 
II  was  not  wonderful  therefore  that  MariU  should  he  llie  victim 
of  phantasies  on  the  matter. 

Not  until  the  followinp  morninp  did  we  come  to  understand 
the  foil  extent  of  the  calamity  whiili  had  overtakin  the  lilack 
Kendah.  1  think  I  have  said  Itiat  their  crops  this  year  were 
inapnificcnt  and  just  ripeninp  to  hiirvest.  rrom  i>ur  roof  on 
previous  days  we  could  see  a  ?reat  area  of  tliein  stretchinp  lo 
the  edpe  of  the  forest.  When  the  sun  ruse  that  morning  tlli« 
area  had  vanished,  and  the  pround  was  eovereil  with  a  carpet 
of  preen  pulp.  Also  the  forest  itself  appeared  suddenly  to  have 
experienced  the  full  effects  of  a  northern  winter.  Not  a  leaf  was 
left  upon  the  trees,  which  stood  there  poii.linp  their  naked 
boughs  to  heaven. 

No  one  who  had  not  seen  it  could  iuiapine  the  devastatins 
fury  of  that  storm.  For  example,  the  head  of  the  diviner  who 
was  buried  in  the  courtyard  awaitinp  resurrection  thronph  our 
magic  was,  it  may  be  recalled,  covered  with  a  stout  earthenware 
pot,  Now  'hat  pot  had  shattered  into  sherds  and  the  hesid 
beneath  was  nothing  hut  hits  of  broken  bone  which  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  the  very  best  magic  lo  reconstruct  to 
the  likeness  of  a  human  being, 

C.ilaraitv  indeed  stalked  naked  through  the  land. 
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No  Ir.MkriiHt  w.is  liroii;.'lit  In  us  that  iiiDrninu',  proli.ililv  [nr  thi' 
riMsiMi  thill  tliiTc  W.I-  mil!!'  Id  liriiiL'.     This  ijij  not  maliiT,  ho«- 

I'Vcr,  •M.cing  that  pl.'iily  of  f I  ai-niiiiiilatiMl  fnjin  .-ii|.|iii-  ami 

other  minis  stooil  hi  a  I'orrn'r  of  IIm-  hoiisi'  iiracli.allv  uiilouchrcl. 
So  wt:  id,'  «hal  «!■  roiili]  anil  Ihoii  paiil  our  iisual  visit  to  thi! 
hut  ill  uliich  \hr  lanirlnii'M  had  Iiitii  i  oiiliu>Ml,  I  ,av  IukI  hci'ii. 
lor  now  it  was  i|uiti'  ciuiity,  tin'  last  |ioor  Jeliow  Imving 
vanishcil  away  liki:  liis  coiiiiiariions 

The  si^ht  ol  this  vaiuiim  lilitd  lue  with  a  kind  ot  fiirv. 

"They  hav.>  all  lieeu  niunji'ieil :'  I  saiil  to  Marilt. 

"No,"  lie  pi.pliiMl  Willi  ;;rntle  aivuraiv.  '■  Tliev  have  been 
sncriliefl  to  Jaiia.  Wlial  we  have  sein  on  the  niarkel-[iUiee  at 
nieht  was  the  rite  of  their  sairilinv  Now  it  will  hi;  our  turn, 
LomI  Mneuniazana." 

•■  Well,"  I  exi'luimed,  "  I  hope  these  ihnils  are  salislieil  wilh 
,lana  ;  answer  to  their  aeourseil  offerings,  and  if  tliev  Irv  tlieir 
lieiii!is|i  pranks  on  us " 

"  lloulitless  there  will  lie  another  answer.  Hut,  Lord,  the 
(|ueslion  is.  will  that  helji  us!'  ' 

Dumb  with  impolent  rage  I  returned  to  the  house.  whiTe 
presontlv  the  remains  of  the  reed  pite  opened.  Through  it 
Hppeared  Slmtm  the  Kiiiy,  the  diviner  with  the  injured  font 
walking  upon  iTiitches.  and  others  ot  whom  the  most  were 
more  or  less  wounded,  presumably  by  the  iKiiLstones.  Then  it 
was  that  in  mv  wrath  I  put  off  th'u  pretenee  of  not  under- 
standing their  laiiRii.ijre  and  went  for  them  liefore  they  eould 
utter  a  single  word. 

"  Where  are  our  servants,  you  murderers:'  "  I  asked,  sliakin;? 
my  fist  at  them.  "  Have  you'sacrilieed  them  to  vour  devil-god? 
H  so,  behold  the  fruits  o,  saeriliee!"  and  I  swept  mv  arm 
towards  the  country  beyond.  "  Where  are  your  crops.'  "  [ 
went  on.  "  Tell  niu  on  what  will  you  live  thi.!.  winter?  "  lAt 
these  words  they  quailed.  In  their  imagination  already  they 
saw  famine  stalking  towards  them.)  "  Wliv  do  vou  keep  us 
here?     Is  It  that  you  wail  lor  n  worse  thiug  to  befuli  you?     Why 
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Hll    )oil     \l-lt,     »■<    111!''     "'|^'    ■ 

indiviiiiliiiii. 

■  \V.'  mnir  111  l(lll!^  wlii'tlior  jmi  liiiil  hriiiiKhl  liink  In  lifi' 
lliaf  (Idiliir  wlicirii   mjii  killi'd   with   Miiir  iiMipii'.    whid'  mmi, 

MU»«m'l|    till'   killL!    Ili',l\ilj. 

I  <li'|i|iHil  III  III.'  i.irtii'i'  III  Ihi'  iiiiiil>.inl  iirnl,  ilniwirit'  .ifiili!  :i 
iiiiit  lli.il  I  hml  lliiiiMi  thi'ii'.  -Iiimiij  llirni  «li.il  lay  b'liwilh 

"   I.ll.lk    llllMl,    '    I    -lliil,    "  illHJ    111'   -lll'l'    Hill    if    Mill    illl  IllH    ll'l    II- 

L'o,  lis  \iniil'^r  tliirii:  i-,  >n  sliiill  nil  iif  ymi  hi'  h'-furt'  unollier 
moon  Im^  In-cri  I'lini  :iiiil  iIIimI.  Surh  is  llif  li(i'  vm'  'hull  kIm' 
lo  evil  iiii'n  liki'  \on." 

Now  llii'y  iitrw  |io>iiiM'l\  liri'ilii 'I. 

"  liOnl."  ~;iiil  Siiiiliii,  for  Hh'  lii-l  liiiii'  :iili||i'--iiiu'  nu'  In  :i  litl'' 
iif  n'^pi'i't,  "  you,'  niiiiilc  i-i  loo  -Iroiii;  for  ii-.  ...nl  iin^forliiih' 
lin?  fiillrii  upon  niir  liiiiij.  Iliiriiii'i'il^  of  pi'iifili'  aii'  ili'uil.  Uillnl 
hy  Ihi'  irf-toiif's  Hint,  >oii  liii\('  iiilli'ij  itiiwii.  *liir  Iimfm -t  i- 
riilni'il,  anil  IIhto  is  liiil  liuli'  lorn  li'H  in  lln'  -lori-pil-  nou 
wlipii  tti'  looked  lo  ciilln'r  llni  ni'w  urain.  Mi'~-iriL'('rs  i  oiiii!  in 
from  lliii  oiillyiij;;  land  ti'lling  iis  Dial  ni'.irlv  all  llic  >h>"'p  uinl 
gonts  and  very  many  ol  llic  lallle  aiu  slain.  Soon  un  4iall 
slarvc," 

"  A.S  you  ili'^nrvf  lo  -Jlarvo,"  I  nn-^wprpd.     "  Nn\v_\\iU   ynii 

IPl  lie   IJol  " 

ShiiKi.  »lHrc'i|  al  nic  donldfully.  Ilii-ii  l)t'f;aii  lo  w  liispir  iiilo  111'' 
Mir  of  lliH  laniorl  diviner.  I  roiild  rinl  lalili  whal  IIh'v  -aid,  -o 
I  wali'hnl  Ihi'ir  faces.  That  of  IIh'  •jiviru'i',  « lio-c  hiad  I  Ha" 
fslad  to  tiei'  I.  J  hi'rn  cut  liy  a  liail-lniii'  so  that  liolh  I'lid-  of 
him  were  now  iiijiiri'd.  told  mo  n  pood  dual.  Hi.-  nia>k  had  hopo 
u)ilv.  but  now  that  it  was  oil  Ihi-  loiintcnami'  hpiiPath  was  tap 
uglier.  ()[  a  nefiroid  type,  pendiilons-lipped,  sensuous  nml 
loose-eyed,  he  was  indeed  a  hideous  fellow,  yet  very  eunnin:; 
and  erml-Iookinj!.  as  men  of  his  elass  .ire  a[it  lo  he  llnmhli'd 
IIS  he  was  for  the  moment.  I  felt  sure  that  he  wa-  sfilt  plotting.' 
Rvil  agdnst  us,  somewhat  ajrainst  the  will  of  his  ni.isler.  The 
issne  showed  that  I  wo.s  ris.'lil.     .\t  leneth  Simba  spoke,  sayiiii;: 

■'  We  had  intended.  Lord,  to  keep  you  and  Hie  priest  of  the 
i;bild  here  as  hostases  avainsl  misrhief  Ili-it  miirht  he  worked 
on  US  by  the  followers  of  the  (^.hild.  who  have  always  been  nnr 
bitter  enemies  and  done  lis  iniirh  iindi'serMil  wront.  althoiiirh 
on  our  part  we  have  tailhfiilly  kejd  the  pail  eonetiided  in  the 
dftys  of  our  prandfntliers.  It  seem-,  however,  that  fate,  or  voiir 
mapie.  is  too  slronp  for  us.  and  Hierefiire  I  have  determined  to 
let  you  po.  To-nif!lit  at  sundown  we  will  s,.t  you  on  the  ro.id 
vvhieli  leads  lo  the  ford  of  the  Hiver  T.ivri,  wliieh  divides  nnr 
terrilory  from  that  of  Hie  White  Keiiilah.  and  yon  may  dep.irt 
vvtiere  vou  will,  sinee  our  wish  is  that  never  again  may  we  see 
vonr  ill  omened  faee.s." 
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M  (hi-  iii|p||it;.hr.'  tny  lii'i.rt  I'Mpl  in  j.iv  tlial  \\;i-  ailuv.lliiT 
I'rrni.iliiriv     Itiil  [.r.-i'r\inL'  niy  iiiiliniiiiiit '.nr.  I  cMLiiini'il 

"  To-TiiRhl  '  Why  lii-iiii,'lil  ■■  Why  not.  ill  nnrr  '  II  U  lii,r<l 
lor  u-  [i>  rrt-^'  unkniiwri  n\i-\-  in  tin'  i|:ir-k    ' 

I'hn  HiiliT  IS  low.  Lnnl.  .mil  Ihi'  (onl  I'.i:-..  Muri^nvrr.  if  vmi 
Miiilcil  rinw  yiMi  Wdiilij  r.j.rh  11  in  lln'  ilnrk:'"  Ihtivis  it  yiiii  -i.irt 
.il  Miinlnwn,  ynii  will  nvnli  il  in  tin-  inuniin:.'  I,:i.||y.  \\r  .•iiniiut 
Kindiiit  Mill  li.'inp  niilil  »!■  h;m'  lun'iiTJ  niir  ilr.iil    ' 

Tli'ii,    A  ill I   ;  ivin;;  me  linir  In  .-iiKwiT.   hi'  liiriioii  innl  left 

llii'  pliitf,  folloui'ii  liy  Ihi'  (.Hut-.  Onlv  iit  Ih.'  tiil.-wnv  tin- 
ilisini'i-  \\hi'cl''il  I'Oiiiiil  on  hi-  rriilrln':!  ninl  (.'linril  ;it  iis  lioth, 
iiiiittcrinK  fonnihinK  "illi  hi.*  Iliirk  lipv;  i.ri.li.ilily  il  «ii<  nirsi><! 
■  At  liny  rule  Ihcy  iii'i'  uuinu  lo  -.I'l  n  h-imv"  f  ..jiii  ;,,  Mjirill, 
not  AithnnI  I'Miltnlion,  whi'ii  lln'y  h;ii|  mII  viini-lii.i! 

Vc<,  Lord.  '  III'  ri'lilii'il.  '■  hlli  trlnyr  iiri'  llicy  f'oiliK  to  -I't 
lis  froi-'  Thf  iliinon  Jmii.i  livi-  in  llii'  forr^ls  :iiiil  tin-  -wnnipj 
hy  Ihi-  biinks  of  Ihi'  Ta\:i  Itivi-r,  .mil  il  i-  -iiiil  Ihiit  hP  r.ivuid-; 
lit  iiiBht." 

I  iliil  not  pursue  tin'  -nhji'it.  hut  rellci  li-il  lo  niysiilf  ihi'irtully 
Ihiit  Ih'-^  niy.ilic  roBiiH-fl,>ph.int  w.is  ii  Imii;  u^iy'of!  Mini  niii;ht 
he  cii'i-mnviiiti'il.  whereas  th.it  iiil.ir  <if  -.ni-iliii'  v,ui  extremely 
nenr  ainl  very  dillirnlt  lo  avoid. 

Never  did  a  thiil'  with  a  rieh  honly  in  view,  or  a  wooer  havini,' 
an  H-isijfnatinn  with  \\i~  lady,  unit  for  rundown  more  eagerly 
than  di.l  I  that  day.  Hour  after  lioiir  (  <at  upon  the  hoii~i'-top, 
wolehin.-'  the  Itlark  Kenilah  ejirrying  oil  the  dead  killed  hv  the 
haiMones  .iinl  uenerally  Iryina  In  repair  the  damage  done  hy 
the  tprrilie  |i  "-•  ■■  <'  'eiiin,!;  Ihe  ^iin  also  a^  it  elinihrd  down 

the   ilondles-  "rally    coiintinji    the    minnti's    till    it 

-huiilil  read  ,:-  'muph   I  knew    well  that  il   wniihl 

have  he.'n  ;   al  ,   ni;.'ht  to   prepare   iiaselj  for  our 

journey  hy  4;>ij  :  do.ii  ,  i  >  leep. 

At  length  the  sreat  orli  heean  to  --ink  in  niajestv  heliind  the 
tattered  western  forest,  and,  punctual  to  the  mimito,  .Simha. 
with  a  mounted  e?eort  of  some  twenty  men  .iinl  two  led  lior-e.«j 
appeared  at  our  pate.  As  nnr  preparaiioiis,  w  liieh  consisted  only 
of  Marrtt  stnffinpr  such  food  as  was  availahle  into  the  lireast  of 
his  rohe,  were  .already  made,  we  walked  out  of  that  acnrsed 
u'liesl-house  and,  at  a  sign  from  the  king,  mnnnteil  the  hoi-.ses. 
Hidin,2  across  the  empty  market-pl.icc  and  [ua^t  the  spot  whern 
Ihe  rou.iih  stone  alt.ir  still  stood  with  charred  bones  protriiiling 
from  the  ashes  of  its  extinguished  fire—were  they  those  of  our 
friends  ||,e  camel  drivers'!  I  wondered— we  entered  the  north 
-trpel  ,)f  the  li,',vn 

Here,  standinir  at  Ihe  doors  of  thuir  houses,  were  manv  of 
Ihe  inhahilanl-i  who  had  gathered  to  watch  lis  pass.  .Nevei"  did 
I  see  lute  more  sava^-e  than  was  written  on  lliose  faces  as  Ihev 
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shook  thrir  fists  at  us  uiid  routtcrtd  cursus  not  luud  but  deej). 
No  wonder  1  for  tliey  were  nil  ruined,  poor  lolk,  witli  nothing 
to  loolc  forward  1o  hnt  starvation  until  lonp  inonllis  lienro  the 
harvest  came  ajiain  for  tliosc  wlio  would  live  to  pather  it.  Also 
they  were  convinced  that  we,  the  white  niapician  and  the  prophet 
of  their  enemy  the  Child,  had  hronf;ht  this  disaster  on  them. 
Had  it  not  been  for  tlie  escort  I  believe  they  would  have  fallen 
on  us  and  torn  us  to  pieces.  Considering"  them  I  understood 
for  the  first  lime  how  disapreeahle  real  .nipopidarily  can  be. 
Rut  when  I  saw  the  actual  condition  of  the  fruitful  gardens 
without  in  the  waning  daylight,  1  confess  that  I  was  moved  to 
some  synipntliy  wilh  their  owners.  II  was  apimlling.  Not  8 
handful  of  grain  was  there  left  to  gather,  for  the  corn  had  been 
not  only  "  laid  "  hut  lihrally  cut  to  ribbons  by  the  hail. 

After  running  for  some  miles  through  the  cultivated  land  the 
road  entered  the  forest.  Here  it  was  dark  us  pilch,  so  dark  that 
I  wondered  how  our  guides  found  their  way.  In  that  hl.-.ckness 
dreadful  apprehensions  seized  me,  for  I  became  convinced  that 
we  had  been  brought  here  to  be  murdered.  Everv  minute  1 
expected  to  feel  a  knife-lhrusl  in  my  back.  1  thought  of 
digging  my  heels  into  the  horse's  sides  and  Iryiug  to  gallop  off 
anywhere,  but  abandoned  the  idea,  lirst  becanse  I  could  not 
desert  Mnnlt,  of  whom  I  had  lost  touch  in  the  gloom,  and 
secondly  because  I  was  hemmed  in  by  the  cseort.  For  the  same 
reason  I  did  not  try  to  slip  from  the'  horse  and  glide  away  into 
the  forest.  There  was  nothing  to  he  done  save  to  go  oh  and 
await  the  end. 

It  c.-inie  ,it  last  some  hours  later.  We  were  out  of  the  forest 
now,  anil  there  was  the  moon  rising,  past  her  full  but  still  very 
bright.  Her  light  showed  me  that  we  were  on  a  wild  moor- 
land, sv.  ampy,  with  scattered  trees  growing  here  and  there, 
across  which  what  seemeil  to  be  a  game  track  ran  down  hill. 
That  was  all  I  could  make  out.  Here  the  escort  halted,  and 
Simba  the  king  said  in  a  sullen  voice ; 

"  Dismount  and  go  your  ways,  evil  spirits,  for  we  travel  no 
farther  ucros.s  this  place  which  is  liaunled.  Follow  the  track 
and  it  will  lead  you  to  a  lake.  Pass  the  lake  and  by  morning 
>on  will  lome  to  the  river  beyond  which  lies  the  couulrv  of 
yoiir  friends.  May  its  waters  swallow  you  if  you  reach  tliem. 
For  learn,  there  is  one  who  watches  oh  this  road  whom  few 
cc-e  to  meet." 

As  he  finished  speaking  men  sprang  at  us  and.  pulling  us  from 
the  horses,  thrust  ns  out  of  their  company.  Then  they  turned 
and  in  another  minute  were  lost  in  the  "darkness,  leaving  us 
alone. 

'■  Whal  now,  fnend  Marfll?  "  !  asked. 

"  Now,  Lord,  all  we  can  do  is  to  go  forward,  for  if  we  stav 
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herp  Sinilia  mid  his  lu-upli'  will  rdiirn  and  kill  iis  jil  I  lie  day- 
light.    Onfi  of  tlicui  said  so  to  iiif ." 

"  ThPii,  'come  on,  MiicdiilT, '  "  I  I'xcluinii'd,  stepping  out 
Imskly,  and  tlioufrh  he  hiid  novi'r  ri'iid  Shiikospptire,  MariU 
understood  find  foUiivved. 

"  Whiit  did  Siinliii  iiienn  iibcut  '  one  on  the  road  whom  few- 
rare  to  iiieel  '?  "  I  asked  over  my  shoulder  when  we  had  done 
half  a  mile  or  so. 

"  I  think  he  meant  the  elephant  .lana,"  refilled  Marrtt  with  n 
groan. 

"  Then  I  hope  Jana  isn't  at  home.  Cheer  up,  Marrtt.  The 
ihances  are  that  we  shall  never  meet  a  single  elejihant  in  this 
hig  place." 

"  Yet  many  elephants  have  lieen  here.  Lord,"  and  he  jiointed 
to  the  ground.  "  It  is  said  that  they  eome  lo  die  liy  the  waters 
of  the  lake  and  this  is  one  of  the  roads  thev  follow  on  their 
death  journey,  a  road  that  no  other  living  tliing  dare  tnvel.  ' 

"  Oh!  "  I  e.velaimed.  "  Then  after  ,ill  that  was  a  Irue  dream 
I  ]  ad  in  the  Iiouse  in  Kngland." 

"  Yes,  Lord,  because  my  hrotlur  llarOt  once  lost  his  wav  out 
hunting  when  he  was  young  ami  s,nv  what  his  mind  showed 
you  in  the  dream,  and  what  we  shall  see  presently,  if  we  live 
to  eome  so  far." 

I  made  no  reply,  both  heranse  what  he  said  was  either  true 
or  f:;lse,  which  I  should  ascertain  iiri'seiitly.  and  liecaiise  I  was 
engaged  in  searching  the  ground  with  iny  eyes.  He  was  right; 
many  elephants  had  travidled  tliis  ji.itli—'one  quite  recently.  l' 
a  hunter  of  those  brutes,  could  not  lie  deceived  on  this  point. 
Once  or  twice  also  I  thought  that  I  iiiiight  sight  of  the  outline 
of  some  tall  creature  moving  silently  through  the  scattered 
thorns  a  couple  ai  hundred  yards  or  so  to  our  right.  It  might 
have  been  an  ele|dinnt  or  a  giraffe,  or  perhaps  nothing  but  a 
shadow,  so  1  said  nolliing.  As  I  beard  no  noise  1  was  inclined 
to  believe  the  taller  explanation.  In  any  ease,  what  was  the 
good  of  speaking?  I'narmed  and  solitary  amidst  unknown 
danffcrs,  our  position  wa5  desperate,  and  as  Marrtt's  nerve  was 
alreadv  giving  out,  to  emphasis('  its  horrors  to  him  would  be 
mere  foolishness. 

On  we  trudged  for  another  two  Iiou.s,  during  which  time 
the  only  liviiiL'  tiling  that  I  saw  was  a  large  owl  which  sailed 
round  our  heads  as  Ihongli  to  look  at  us,  and  then  flew  away 
ahead. 

Tills  owl,  Marilt  informed  nie.  was  one  of  "  J.ina's  sfiies  "  that 
kept  liini  advised  of  all  lli.it  was  passing  in  his  territorv.  I 
muttered  "  liosh  "  and  trimiied  on  Still  I  was  glad  th;if  we 
saw-  no  more  of  the  owl,  for  in  certain  circninstances  such  dark 
fears  are  catching. 
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We  mirhoil  tin!  top  of  a  rise,  iirid  tfiwr  bcn.'Hlli  ii<?  lav  thi> 
most  (lr..>alatc  scene  that  ever  I  linve  seen.  At  least  it  wonl.i 
hnve  been  the  most  desolate  if  I  ,li,l  not  ehanee  to  have  lonkerl 
on  It  hefore  in  the  draw iiiK-room  of  Ragnnll  Castle !  There  «as 
no  (lonht  about  it.  lielow  was  the  bin.k.  melaricliolv  Inke  a 
larse  sheet  o  water  s„r,„unde,I  by  reeds.  Around,  but  at  a 
.■oris^Hlerabln  .hslanie,  appeared  Ihe  tropical  forest.     To  the  east 

out  no  more  because  of  Ihe  uncertain  liirht  and  Ihe  distance 
of'thTlake  """  "  ""'''"  '"  '"'  '"''"'■"  "■''  '■'■■i'-''i''l  the  ecU'i^ 

The  aspect  of  the  jiluce  lilted  me  with  tremblinvs,  both  becjiusc 
fh„l  5  h  '■"■  ""r;'?"!'""''  ".■;''  '"'<^""^''  "f  'h"  ii'-^Plieable  truth 
kind  of  io? I  '\^"r-,  ""''  """"f""  ""'  "'■'"  -^^-^fifnced  this 
kind  of  moral   shock   when   on   L'oinK   to  <ome  new  land   thev 

,'retan""'nr  !;"-'">•  ''M'^'i"?  'l»ite  familiar  to  them  in  all  its 
hv  l.„  "',''.."'■'>  ''«  """  '■""■ns  nf  ■•'  house  hitherto  unvisjted 
fhel  ,  r.,  l  'T  ^''  "'■"''^''■•'^"'ion  "'  «hich,  when  it  begins, 
thev  already  foreknow  the  sequence  and  Ihe  end,  beranse  in 
.some  dim  stale,  when  or  how  who  can  sav.  they  have  taken 
par  m  iiat  talk  with  those  same  speakers. '  If  Ihl  Tso  ev  n 
II  .heerfiil  surroundings  and  among  our  friends  or  acnimin- 
tance-s  it  is  e<isy  to  imagine  bow  much  greater  was  the  shoVk  to 
me   ,1  Iraveller  on  such  a  jonrnev  and  in  such  a  night 

I  shrank  from  approaching  the  shores  of  this  lake  remem- 
bering that  as  yet  all  the  vision  was  not  unrolled.  I  ooked 
about  me.     If  we  went  to  the  left  we  should  ,.ilher  strike  the 

nnwi^H'  '';;"'"  ^V"'^'  *'"''■''  1'™'''-"'I>  «e  shonld  be  lost 
I  looked  to  Ihe  right.  The  ground  was  strewn  with  botilders 
among  which  grew  thorns  and  rank  pra.s.  impracticable  for 
men  on  foot  at  night  I  looked  behind  me,  meditating  retreat 
and  there,  some  humlreds  of  yards  awav  behind  low  scrubby 
mimosas  mivcd  with  aloe-like  plants,  I  saw  somethiug  brown 
tus.,  up  and  ,  isappear  agam  that  might  very  well  have  been  the 
trunk  of  an  elephant.  Then,  animated  by  the  courage  of  despa  r 
and  a  desire  to  know  the  worst.  I  be.gan  to  descenil  Ihe  eleplL 
track  towards  the  lake  almost  at  a  run. 

Ten  minutes  or  so  more  Iirought  us  to  Ihe  eastern  head  of 
the  lake,  ^yhe^e  the  reeds  whispered  in  the  breath  of  the  ni-lit 
wind  like  things  alive.  As  I  expected,  it  proved  to  be  a  twrre 
open  space  where  nothing  seemed  to  grow.  Yes,  and  all  about 
me  were  the  decaying  rem.iins  of  elephants,  hundreds  of  them 
some  with  their  bones  covered  in  mus,  that  mav  have  lain  here 
for  generations,  ami  others  more  ncwlv  d.v.d  '  Thev  were  ill 
old  beasts  as  I  could  tell  by  the  tusks,  whelher  male  or  female 
Indeed  about  me  withm  a  radius  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  lay 


■TANA 


1,01 


enoueb  ivory  to  mnke  u  iiiiui  verv  rich  fur  li/o,  aiui-i^  althoucli 
dis<ol(Mirc(J.  much  of  it  sciukm]  to  liiive  kept  riiiito  sound  Hkc 
human  tcpth  in  a  mummy  case.  The  siglit  gnvrt  me  a  new  zest 
for  life.  If  only  I  could  man.igs  to  survive  .md  c.irrv  off  lli.it 
ivory  I  1  would.  In  thi.s  way  or  in  that  I  ,^wori:  that' I  would' 
Who  could  possibly  die  with  .-o  iiiucli  ivorv  to  be  had  for  tin- 
takmg?    .Not  that  old  hunter,  Allan  Quateruniiii. 

Then  (  forgot  about  the  ivory,  for  there  in  front  of  me  iii-t. 
where  it  should  he,  jn>t  as  I  had  seen  it  in  the  dream-pii-tiire 
was  thn  hull  elephant  dying,  a  thin  and  ancient  hrule  that  had 
lived  its  long  life  to  the  last  hour.  It  searched  about  as  thou"' 
to  find  a  convenient  rrsting-place.  ami  when  this  was  discovered 
stood  over  it,  swayii  g  to  and  fro  for  a  full  minute.  Then  it 
lifted  Its  trunk  and  t -uinpeted  shrilly  thrice,  singin;.'  its  ,<waii- 
song,  ifter  winch  it  sank  slowly  to  its  knees,  its  trunk 
outstretched  and  the  points  of  its  worn  tusks  re^tin"  on  the 
ground.     Evidently  it  was  dead. 

I  let  my  eyes  travel  on,  and  behold!  about  fiftv  vards  beyond 
the  dead  hull  was  a  mound  of  hard  rock.  I  w'atched  it  with 
gasping  expeetnlion  and— yes,  on  the  top  of  the  mound  some- 
thmg  slowly  materialised.  Althonsh  I  knew  what  it  must  be 
well  enough,  for  a  while  I  could  not  see  quite  cicarlv  becnu^e 
there  were  certain  little  clouds  about  and  one  of  them  had 
floated  over  the  face  of  the  moon.  It  passed,  and  before  me 
perhaps  a  hundred  and  forty  paces  aw.iv.  outlined  clearlv 
against  the  sky,  I  perceived  the  devilish  elephant  of  my  vision. 
Ohl  what  a  brute  was  that!  In  bulk  and  height  it  appeared 
to  he  half  as  big  again  as  any  of  its  tribe  \^hich  I  had  known 
in  all  my  life's  experience.  It  was  enormous  unearthly  a 
survivor  perhaps  of  some  species  that  lived  before  the  Fl'ooil 
or  at  te.ist  a  very  giant  of  its  kind.  Its  grey-bbick  sides  were 
scarred  as  though  with  lighting.  One  of  its  huge  tnsks,  much 
worn  at  the  end,  for  evidently  it  was  verv  old,  gle.amed  white  in 
the  moonlight.  The  other  was  broken  off  about  half-wav  down 
its  length.  When  perfect  it  had  been  malformed,  for  it'curved 
downwards  and  not  upwards,  also  rather  out  to  the  right. 

Ther<>  stood  this  mammoth,  this  leviathan,  this  inonstmm 
liorrnididii,  wfonnr,  ingens.  as  I  remember  niv  old  father  u<eil 
to  call  a  certain  gigantic  and  misshapen  biiU'lhat  we  bad  on 
the  SIrilion.  nan\Mrig  a  iiair  of  ears  that  lookcil  like  the  sides  of 

n  Knfir  hnt.  and  waving  a  trunk  a«  hi;;  as  a  weaver's  beam 

>;tiiitevera  weaver.-  heani  may  be- uii  apjialling  and  a  petrifving 
sight.  "  >■        ■     B 

I  S(inatted  behind  the  ■skeleton  of  an  eleph.iid  which  happened 
to  be  handy  and  well  lovered  with  mos^  and  ferns  ami  watched 
the  bousl,  fascinated,  wishing  that  I  had  a  larae-Iiore  rifle  in  my 


^11 


152 


THE     IVORY    CHILD 


hnnrt.    Whdt  berame  of  Marilt  I  do  not  exactly  know,  but  I 
inink  (liat  he  l.iy  down  on  the  proiinil 

Dnriiif;  the  minute  or  ?o  that  followed  I  reflected  a  Rood  deal 
as  we  do  in  times  of  emergency,  oflen  after  a  useless  sort  of  li 
fashion.  I;or  mslanre,  I  wondered  wliv  the  brute  appeared  thus 
upon  yonder  mound,  and  the  llimight  suapestcd  itself  to  m.. 
hat  It  was  summoned  thither  from  some  nelRhbourini;  lair  bv 

e  trumpet  call  o  the  dying  elephant.  It  occurred  to^ie  even 
th,it  It  was  a  kind  of  king  of  the  ele|ihanls.  to  which  thev  felt 
fiound  to  report  themselves,  as  it  were,  in  Ihe  hour  of"their 
.-ecease.  Certiiirdy  what  followed  pave  some  credence  t-^  my 
fantastical  notion  which,  if  there  were  anvlliing  in  it.  might 
aecomit  for    his  great  graveyard  at  that  particular  spot. 

After  s  anding  for  a  while  in  the  attitude  that  I  have  described 
testing  the  air  w-ith  its  trunk,  Janu,  for  I  will  c.dl  him  so! 
lumbered  u,vn  the  mound  and  a,lvaneed  straight  to  wticre  the 
elephant  tl.:-  1  had  timnght  to  L,-  dea.l  was  kneeling.  As  a 
mat  er  of ,-,     ,t  was  not  quite  dead,  lor  when  Jana  arrived  it  lifted 

.iVp  111'  ,  '""^  7""'"'  ."  ™""''  "'•'*  "f  ■>•'"»  as  thongh  in 
alecliona  e  greeting.  Ihen  let  it  f.all  to  the  ground  Hgain 
rhereon  Jana  did  what  I  h,id  seen  it  do  in  mv  .Imam  or  vision 
whl™^'";  •  """";!>■■ /'"■■"-■k'-rt  it.  knocking  it  over  on  to  its  side, 
where  it  lay  motionless:  iinitc  dead  this  lime 

-Now  f  remembered  that  the  vision  was  not' accurate  after  all 
since  in  it  f  had  seen  Jana  destroy  a  woman  and  a  child  who 
Tl?,,,  i'h.  irfU-  "'■«'■'""  «•'■>•'■  wanting.  Since  Ihen  I  have 
.  Iv^  h.  ,  ''  "'"  "T.  '"''''■'""'  "•"■'^''  fl"i'-voyantlv  or  telepathi- 
(al>  had  conveyed  to  me,  as  indeed  Marilt  declared  a  -^ceiie 
which  he  lao  witnessed  similar  to  that  which  I  was  witnessing 
but  not  Identical  in  lis  incblenls.  Thus  it  hapi„.ne,l.  perhaps 
that  while  the  act  of  the  woman  and  the  ,d,ild  was  oin  lied  i, 
onr  ease  there  was  anoth.T  act  of  the  play  to  follow  of  whi 
I  bad  received  no  inkling  in  my  H.ignall  experience  Indeed  it 
1  had  received  it,  I  should  not  have  been  there  that  ni-ht  tor 
no  inducement  on  earth  would  have  brongid  me  to  Kendahland 

i,;=  „'„V"f°\-  '"^v  J'""^  '""'"^  prodded  his  dead  brother  to 
Ins  satisfaction,  whether  from  viciousness  or  to  put  il  out  of 
pam.  I  cannot  say,  stood  over  the  carcass  in  an  attitude  of  grief 
or  pious  meditation.  At  this  time.  I  should  mention,  tl  .  wind 
which  bad  been  rustling  the  hail-slripped  reeds  ,at  the  lake 
border,  had  died  ,away  almost,  but  not  completelv;  that  is  to 
I7,:,r-^-"  ^T^y^'"' R"'t  M'-w  now  and  again,  which,  witn  a 
hunters  instinct.  I  observed  with  satisfaction  drew  from  the 
direction  of  Jam.  towards  ourselves.  This  I  knew,  becfluse  it 
Stu"  "kin  '  '"""'  '^■'"  '"''  '"'"'  perspiration,  and 

Presently,  however,  by  u  cursed  spite  of  fate,  one  of  these 
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/justs— a  very  IHtle  one— ramo  from  somp  quarter  beliird  us. 
for  I  felt  it  ill  my  bm  k  liuir.  tliat  wus  as  damp  ns  the  rest  of  me! 
Just  tlieii  I  was  giancinf;  to  my  liuht,  where  it  seemed  to  mc 
that  out  of  the  iiinier  of  my  eye  1  liad  causht  siglit  of  some- 
thing passing  among  the  stones  at  a  di.-lanee  of  a  liundred  yards 
or  so,  liossihly  tlie  stiadow  of  a  cloud  or  another  elepliant  At 
Ihc  tinio  I  did  not  ascertain  wliieli  it  was,  since  a  faint  rnttle 
fiom  Jana's  trunk  reconcentrated  all  mv  faculties  on  him  in  a 
painfully  vivid  fashion. 

I  looked  to  sec  that  all  the  contemplation  had  departed  from 
his  attitude,  now  as  alert  as  that  of  a  fox-terrier  which  imagines 
he  has  seen  a  rat.  His  \..  I  ears  were  cocked,  his  huge  hulk 
trembled,  his  enormous  trunk  aiilfed  the  air. 

"  Great  Heavens  !  "  thought  I  to  mvsclf.  "  he  has  windeil  n^ '  " 
Then  I  took  such  consolation  as  1  could  from  the  fact  tliat  the 
next  faint  gust  once  more  struck  upon  niv  forehead,  for  I  hoped 
he  would  conclude  that  lie  had  made  a  mistake. 

ft'ot  a  bit  of  it!  .Tana  was  far  too  old  a  bird— or  beast— to 
make  any  mistake.  He  grunted,  got  himself  going  like  a  luggage 
train,  and  with  great  dcliheralion  walked  towards  us  smeliing 
at  the  ground,  smelling  at  the  air,  smelling  to  the  right    to  the 

left,  and  even  towards  heaven  above,  as  tliouuh  he  e.\i ted  that 

th'nce  might  fall  upon  him  ven.reance  fnr  his  many  sins.  A 
dozen  times  as  he  came  did  i  cover  him  with  nil  imag'inarv  rille 
marking  the  exact  spots  where  I  inii;ht  have  hoped  to  send  a 
bullet  to  his  vitals,  in  a  kind  of  auloniatir  fashion,  for  all  mv 
real  brain  was  contemplating  my  own  approaching  end. 

I  wondered  how  it  would  happen.  Would  he  drive  that  gre.it 
lusk  tlirongh  me,  would  he  throw  me  into  the  air,  or  would 
he  kneel  upon  my  poor  little  body,  and  thus  avenge  the  deaths 
of  all  his  kin  that  hart  fallen  at  my  hands?  .\lariU  was  spcakin>' 
in  a  raUling  whisper :  '  "" 

"  His  priests  have  told  Jana  to  kill  us;  we  are  about  to  die  " 
he  said.  "  Itefore  I  die  I  want  to  sav  that  the  ladv,  the  wife  of 
the  lord ■" 

"Silence!"  I  hissed.  "He  will  hear  von,"  for  at  that 
instant  1  took  not  the  slightest  interest  in  anv  ladv  on  the  earth 
Fiei-ely  I  glared  at  MariH  and  noted  even  flien  how  pitiful  wa-^ 
his  countenance.  There  was  no  smile  I  here  now.  All  its  jovial 
roundnes-  had  vanished.  It  had  sunk  in;  it  was  blue  and 
ghastly  with  large,  protruding  eyes,  like  to  that  of  a  man  who 
had  been  three  days  dead. 

I  was  right-Jana  had  heard.  I^ow  as  the  whisper  was 
through  that  intense  silence  it  had  penetrated  to  his  almost 
preternatural  senses.  Forward  he  cmie  at  a  run  for  twenty  paces 
or  more  with  his  trunk  held  straight  out  in  front  of  him      Then 
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lie  Imllod  ngnin,  perliaps  tlie  len^lli  of  a  criikot  piloli  away,  nml 
smoU  n?  before. 

The  jif-'hl  «H?  loo  miicli  for  MariH.  lie  sprung  up  and  ran  for 
hi?  life  lownrds  llie  lake,  purposing  1  puppot^i',  to  take  infiige 
in  the  water.  Oli !  how  he  ran.  After  him  went  Jana  like  a 
railw.iy  engine — express  this  lime — Irnnipeling  as  he  eharged. 
Marflt  reached  'he  lake,  wliicli  was  (piile  elose,  about  ten  yards 
:ihead,  and  plunging  into  it  with  a  hound,  began  lo  .swim. 

.Now,  1  Ihoughl,  he  may  gel  away  if  the  cTocodile,s  don't  have 
him,  for  that  devil  will  seareely  lake  to  the  water.  But  this 
was  jnst  where  I  made  a  mistake,  for  with  a  mighty  splash  in 
went  Jana  too.  Also  he  was  the  better  swimmef.  MarOt  soon 
saw  this  and  swung  round  lo  Uie  shore,  by  which  maniT'Uvre 
he  gahied  a  little  as  he  could  turn  rjnioker  than  Jana. 

ftaok  they  came,  Jana  just  behind  Marrtt,  striking  at  him  with 
his  great  trunk.  They  landed,  Murut  a  few  yards  ahead  doubling 
in  and  out  among  the  rocks  like  a  hare  'and,  to  my  horror, 
making  for  where  t  lay,  whether  by  aeeident  or  in  a  mad  hope 
rtf  obtaining  proleelion,  I  do  not  know. 

It  may  be  asked  wliy  I  had  not  taken  the  opportunity  to  run 
also  in  the  oppositi'  nireition.  There  are  several  answers.  The 
lirst  was  tliat  there  seemed  to  be  nowliere  to  run;  the  second, 
that  1  fell  sure,  if  I  did  run,  I  should  trip  up  over  the  skeletons 
of  those  elephants  or  the  stones;  the  third,  llial  I  did  not  think  of 
it  at  once:  the  fourth,  that  Jana  had  not  yet  seen  me.  and  I  had 
no  craving  t<i  introduce  myself  to  him  personally;  and  the  fifth 
and  grealesi,  that  I  was  so  paralysed  with  fear'  that  I  did  not 
feel  as  though  I  could  lift  myself  from  the  ground.  Everything 
about  rae  seemed  to  be  dead,  except  my  powers  of  observation 
which  were  painfully  alive. 

Of  a  sudden  Marilt  gave  )ip.  Less  than  ii  stone's  Uirow  from 
me  he  wheeled  round  and,  facing  Jana.  hurled  at  him  some 
fearful  and  concentrated  curse,  of  wliich  all  that  I  could 
distinguish  were  the  words:  "  The  ("hild !  " 

Oddly  enough  it  seemed  to  have  an  effect  upon  tlie  furious 
rogue,  which  halted  in  its  rush  and,  pulling  its  four  feet 
together,  slid  a  few  paces  nearer  ami  stood  still.  It  was  just  as 
lliough  the  beast  had  understood  the  words  and  were  considering 
Ihem.  If  so.  their  eltect  w.is  lo  rouse  him  to  perfect  madness. 
He  screamed  terribly;  he  lushed  his  sides  with  his  trunk;  his 
red  and  wicked  eyes  rolled;  foam  tlew  from  the  cavern  of  his 
opened  mouth;  he  danced  upon  his  great  (eel.  a  sort  of  hideous 
Scottish  reel.     Then  be  charged! 

I  shut  my  eyes  for  a  moment.  When  I  opened  them  again 
it  was  lo  see  poor  Marflt  higher  in  Ha-  uir  than  ever  he  flew 
before.  1  Ihought  that  he  would  never  come  ilown,  but  he  did 
at  last  with  an  awesome  thud.      Jana  went  to  him  and  verv 
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ccntly,  nnw  Hinl  hi'  was  ilojirt.  pirki'd  liim  up  in  hi«  tnink.  I 
prrivfil  Hint  In;  iiii(j|il  (■.■irry  him  :iw,iy  tn  soiiii'  liidiiic-pl.i'f  .iinl 
Iwivc  mi'  III  |i('iici'.  Hut  not  to.  Willi  slow  ami  stately  ^l^i(los, 
Forking  the  dwraspd  Marilt  up  anil  down  in  lii->  tinuk.  as  a 
nurse  mifrht  rnik  a  Ixiby,  hi'  marehcd  on  to  Hie  M'ly  sloiir  when' 
1  lay,  lii'hind  wliirli  I  suppiiM  iii'  had  seen  or  siiiill  uii'  all  thi"  tiini'. 

l'"or  qiiili'  a  Innff  whili\  it  seined  more  than  a  lentnry,  h> 
sUxid  over  inc.  s|ndyill^'  nie  a*  though  I  iiilensted  liliii  very 
innch.  the  water  of  the  lake  triekliiif;  in  a  nfre-hini:  sheain 
from  his  iirmt  ears  on  to  my  hack.  Had  it  not  heeii  for  that 
water  1  lliiiik  I  should  have  fainted,  but  as  it  wa-  I  did  the  next 
hest  thiii^' — pretended  to  he  dead.  Perhaps  this  monster  would 
scorn  to  touch  a  dead  man.  Watehin;:  out  of  the  eorner  of 
my  eye.  I  ^aw  him  lift  one  \a.-l  paw  thai  was  of  the  size  of 
the  peal  of  an  arm-chair,  and  hold  it  over  ini'. 

rVnw  pood-bye  to  the  world.  Ihonpht  I.  Thin  the  foot 
deseciided  as  a  steam-hammer  doe,-,  hiil  also  as  a  steam-hamini'r 
sometimes  does  when  used  to  erack  niifs,  stoppi'd  a-  it  totieheil 
my  l>aek,  and  pre-^i'iilly  eaine  to  eartti  ajjain  atoii^'r-ide  of  me, 
perhaps  heeause  Jan  i  thought  the  foothold  dan^'erous.  At  any 
rate,  he  took  another  and  a  better  way.  Depusitinp  the  remains 
of  Marrtt  with  the  most  tender  rare  bi'slde  nie.  as  though  the 
nurse  were  p'lttinp  the  eliiiil  to  bed,  hi'  unwound  hi^  yards  of 
trunk,  and  be>!,in  to  fiel  nie  .ill  over  with  its  tip,  eonimem  in,L' 
at  the  hack  of  my  iieik.  Oh!  tlie  sensation  of  that  elanimy, 
wrigjtlinp  tip  upon  my  s|iinal  enliimn  ! 

Down  it  went  till  it  reaeheri  the  seat  of  my  tioiiM'rs  Tliere 
it  pinched,  presumably  to  aseerlain  whellnT  or  no  I  were 
lualiiipering,  a  most  aponisinp  pinch  like  to  tlial  of  a  pair  of 
lilacksmith's  ton.irs.  So  sharp  was  it  that,  althoiish  I  did  not 
stir,  who  was  awaie  that  tie'  slightest  movement  meant  death, 
it  tore  a  piece  out  of  the  stout  cloth  of  my  breeches,  to  say 
iiothinp  of  a  portion  of  the  skin  benealh.  This  seemed  to 
astonish  the  beast,  tor  it  lifted  the  tip  of  its  trunk  and  shifted 
its  head,  as  ttiouph  to  evaniiiie  the  fragment  by  Hie  liphl  of  the 
moon, 

Now  indeed  all  was  over,  for  when  it  saw  blood  upon  that 
cloth—!  I  put  up  one  short,  piteous  prayer  to  He.iven  to 
save  m*'.  from  tbi^  terriljle  end.  and  lo,  it  was  an<\\i'ri'il ! 

For  just  as  .lana.  Mie  results  of  Hie  inspection  heinp  unsatis- 
fuctory,  was  cockinp  his  *'ars  and  rii,'ikinp  ready  to  slay  me, 
there  lanp  out  the  short,  sharp  report  of  a  rille  fired  witliiii  a 
few  yards.  Glancing  up  at  the  instant,  I  .sow  blood  spurt  from 
the  monster'-*  left  eye,  whi-i.-  I'virtt-ntly  the  bullet  had  found  a 
home. 

He  felt  at  his  eye  with  his  trunk;  then,  uttering  a  -crenni 
of  pain,  wheeled  round  and  rushed  nw«>. 
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I  srpposr  that  I  swooijod  for  u  miniito  or  two.  At  any  rale  I 
reniemlier  a  liitip  and  very  cnrious  dream,  siicli  a  dri>;iin  as  is 
evolved  liy  a  patient  under  lansliing  gas,  lliat  is  very  elear  and 
vivid  at  Die  time  but  immediately  afterwards  slips  from  the 
mind's  grasp  as  water  does  from  ttie  clenched  liand.  It  was 
something  to  the  effect  that  all  those  hundreds  of  skeleton 
tle[dianls  rose  and  marshalled  themselves  before  me,  making 
obeisaiKW  to  me  by  bending  their  bony  knees,  because,  as  I 
quite  understood.  I  was  the  only  human  being  that  had  ever 
escaped  from  Jana.  Moreover,  on  the  foremost  ele|diant's  skull 
Hans  was  percherl  like  a  mahout,  giving  words  of  command  to 
their  s.'rried  ranks  and  explaining  to  them  that  it  would  he  very 
convenient  if  they  woulil  carry  their  tusks,  for  which  they  had 
no  further  use,  and  pile  them  in  a  certain  place— I  forget  where 
—that  must  be  ne.ir  a  good  road  to  fai'ilitale  their  suhsec|uent 
transport  to  a  land  wliere  they  woidd  he  made  into  billiard 
balls  and  the  backs  of  ladie:'  hairliriishes.  iNext.  through  the 
(ignicnts  of  that  retreating  dre.im,  I  heard  the  nndonbted'  voice 
of  Hans  himself,  which  of  course  I  knew  to  be  absurd  as  Hans 
was  lost  and  doubtless  dead,  saying: 

"  If  >ou  are  alive,  liaas,  please  v^ake  up  soon,  as  I  have  finished 
reloading  Tntombi,  and  it  is  lime  to  he  going.  [  think  I  hit 
Jana  in  the  eye,  but  so  big  a  beast  will  soon'gd  over  so  little 
a  thing  as  that  and  look  for  us.  and  the  bullet  from  Intonibi  is 
too  small  to  kill  him.  Baas,  especially  as  it  is  not  likely  that 
either  of  us  could  hit  hnn  in  the  other  eye." 

Now  I  sat  up  and  stared.  Yes.  there  was  Hans  himself  looking 
just  the  same  as  usual,  only  perhaps  rather  dirtier,  engaged  in 
setting  a  rap  on  to  the  nipple  of  the  little  rille  Tntombi. 

"  Hans,"  I  said  in  a  hollow  voice,  "  why  the  devil  are  you 
here?  " 

"To  save  you  from  the  devil,  of  course.   Baas."  he  replied 
aptly.     Then,  resting  the  gun  against  the  stone,  the  old  fellow 
knelt  down  by  my  side  and,   throwing  his  arms  round  me, 
began  to  blubber  over  me,  exclaiming : 
1S6 
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"Just  in  liini',  Hiiiis  I  Only  just  in  tinu',  fcir  as  nsuiil  Uniiy 
mudr  a  n.oss  of  lliin)i»  iirid  jnilgcd  bHilly— III  tell  you  how  nfliT- 
wuiil<.  Still,  just  in  lime,  thanks  be  to  \our  reverenj  father, 
the  I'redikatit.  Oh  I  if  he  had  delayed  mcfor  one  more  minute 
you  would  have  been  as  Hat  as  mv  nose,  [laas.  Now  come 
quickly.  I've  got  the  camel  tied  up  tliere,  and  he  can  carry 
two,  being  fat  and  strong'  after  four  days'  rest  with  plenty  tl) 
eat.  This  place  is  haunted,  Itaas,  and  that  king  of  the  devils, 
Jana,  will  be  back  after  us  presently,  as  soon  as  he  has  wiped  the 
blood  out  of  his  eye.  "" 

I  didn't  make  any  remark.  haviii2  no  ta^te  for  conversation 
just  then,  but  only  looked  at  poor  Marrtt,  who  lay  by  me  as 
though  he  were  sleeping. 

'•Oh,  Haas,"  said  Hans,  "there  is  no  nii>d  to  trouble  abimt 
him,  for  his  neck  is  broken  and  he's  quite  dead.  .Also  it  is  as 
well,"  he  added  cheerfully.  "For,  as  vour  reverernl  father 
doubtless  remembered,  the  camel  could  never  carrv  three, 
.vioreover,  if  he  sto[)s  here,  perhaps  Jana  will  come'l)Uck  to 
play  with  him  inste.id  of  following  us." 
Poor  Marflt !  This  was  his  requiem  as  sung  by  Hans. 
With  a  last  glance  at  the  unhappy  man  to  whom  I  had  grow  n 
attached  in  a  way  during  our  time  of  joint  captivity  and  trial, 
I  took  the  arm  of  tlie  old  Hottentot,  or  ratlicr  leant  u|ion  his 
shoulder,  for  at  lirst  I  felt  too  weak  to  walk  bv  mvself  and 
picked  my  path  with  him  through  tlie  stones  anil  skeletons  of 
elephants  across  the  plateau  eastwards,  that  is,  awav  from  the 
lake.  About  two  hutidrcd  yards  from  the  scene  of  our  tragedy 
was  a  mound  of  rock  similar  to  that  on  which  Jana  hail  afipeared, 
but  much  smaller,  behind  which  we  found  tlie  camel,  kneeling 
as  a  wed-trained  beast  of  the  sort  should  do  and  tethered  to  a 
stone. 

As  we  went,  in  brief  but  sulTicient  language  Hans  told  mc  his 
story.  It  seemed  that  after  be  bad  shot  the  Kendah  general  it 
came  into  his  cunning,  foreseein;;  mind  tliat  tu-  might  be  of 
naore  use  to  me  free  tlian  as  a  companion  in  cajdivitv.  or  that 
if  I  were  killed  he  might  in  that  case  live  to  bring  vengeance 
on  my  slayers.  So  he  broke  away,  as  has  been  desirihed.  and 
hid  till  nigbtf.dl  on  the  hillside,  then  bv  llie  light  of  the  moon 
he  tracked  us,  avoiding  the  villa.ces,  and  ullimatelv  found  a 
placi'  of  shelter  in  a  kind  of  cave  in  the  forest  near"  to  Simba 
Town,  where  no  people  lived.  Here  he  fed  the  camel  at  night, 
concealing  it  at  dawn  in  the  cave.  The  davs  he  spent  up  a  tall 
tree,  whence  he  could  watch  all  that  went  on  in  the  town 
beneath,  livins  meanwhile  on  some  food  which  he  carried  in  a 
bag  tiei]  to  the  s.iddle.  helned  out  by  green  mealies  which  he 
stole  from  a  neighbouring  field. 
Thus  he  saw  most  of  what  passed  in  the  town,  including  the 
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d>>  .mlion  wrciiohl  li>  di.'  fc.ifiil  lomp.-t  of  hiiil.  >vlilrh  Wmg 
111  IHimi-  iii\.-.  Iioth  Ih'  Hiid  Ih..  niuici  o>(;i|H(|  witlioiil  luirni  On 
hi'  II..VI  ,^M^mu^  from  liiti  |.i)sl  of  ,mll(«,k  iiri  llip  tn-o  whvrr 
li.-  Ii.iil  now  .Miriio  (lilli,  nlly  in  hiding  liiin«Mlf  l.iT.iusr  Ih,.  hnil  hii.l 
Mn|i[i.Nl  of  ,',||  lis  h..ni.s.  he  SBW  Murrtl  aixl  niv.-.lf  l.iouehl  from 
tlir  ffiii>.<l-hori<n  un<l  Inker  nwav  hy  the  escorl.  l)e«onrlint' 
iind  riiiinint-  |„  the  eave,  he  s,„j,lle,]  the  iimel  and  started  in 
liuisml  pJuiigMif:  int„  n,,.  f„r,.s|  and  liidin^'  there  when  he 
Ileieejvi'd  thsl  Ihr  ..seort  were  leiivinK  11-^ 
Ihr..  lie  wailed  nnlil  they  liad  {.'me  hy  On  llieir  ri'lnrn  journey 

,  •'  ■  '.  "..'!"■>  '"'-  '"  '''">  'h'l'  '"'  <""lil  overhear  their  '•ilk 
whieh  told  him  thev  ,.N|„.e|,.d,  or  rather  were  -niv  that  we 
Should  ho   I  he  destroyed  hy  Ih.'  elephant  Jana.  Ih.ir  .1.^11  Kod 

to  whom  the  .am.hnen  hail  li...  o  already  sa.  rifi I      Afl.'r  thi'v 

had  deii:,r|..d  he  r..m.iui,ted  an.l  followed  us.  Here  T  a..ked  him 
yvliy  he  had  not  ov..rtaken  us  hefoi  o  we  rainr  to  the  eemeterv 
of  elephants,  as  I  pr"siMne.l  tie  mifilit  haye  .Ion.',  sin-.,  la:  staled 

It  was  the  hea.l  .,f  ||„.  .-amel  I  saw  hehind  llie  thorn  trees  when 
'upT^sed  "  '"  ""*  "'"  "'""''  "'  ""  "'"I'''''"'  »!=  t  liH'l 
At  the  time  he  would  siv..  me  no  diirel  answer,  exeept  thai 
he  grew_  muddle,  as  h.;  had  alr...,dy  .s,ip,.,.sted,  and  thoiipht  II 
lM^I  to  keep  in  the  haekprouni!  and  see  what  hapi.,.ned      I,onK 

pr.w™iiment      "'"'''   '"'  ''"*'"'"'■''   '"  "'"  ""'•   '"'  '"'"■'l  ""  « 
■■  It  seemed  l/i  me,  Haas.  ■  h,.  said.    ■  thai  voiir  r..v,.ren,l  father 
was  telhnp  me    hat  I  shonl.l  .1.,  l„.sl  to  let'  y„„  two  ko    ,n  an,! 
not  show  myself,  sin,e  if  J  did  so  we  shouhlall  three  he  kil  ed 

w.?."'"  TiVA''  '"'"^  "'"""  ""■  ''""■■•  «"•»  ^"'d  nol  desert: 
Whereas  ,    I  l,.f,  you  as  vol,  ,vere.  on,-  of  you  would  he  killed 

be  yo„.  Baas.  All  of  whiih  oarae  ahout  as  the  Spirit  spoke  in 
Si^X  'r'^t^-B^t.'^"'  """'''■  "-"  '"  ""'  '""'""■■  ••■"'^-^- 
WH/'"rn  '','  "n"'^'-:.>'t»''.V.     'fe  saw   us  march  down  to  the 

the  knoll  of  rock,  wdien,:,'  he  walihed  also  all  thai  followed 
When  Jana  adyan,-,.d  lo  atta.k  ns   Hans  irept  forwar.l  in  the 

nDe  I.„lee,l.  h..  was  ahoiil  lo  lire  at  Ih,.  hin.l  lep  wtien  .Marflt 
made  his  run  tor  life  and  ,,lun«d  into  the  lake.  Then  he 
rrayvled  on  to  lead  me  away  U.  the  eamel.  hut  y,.hen  he  yv".^ 
Wiled"  "     "'  ■'"  '  '''■'*'■  '''''""^'■''  '""■  *^"^  ■'""'  M"nlt  wa.s 

jJl'^^il'""  V""""."  'r  "'■''"'^''  '<"'  ""  oppurtunilv  to  shoot 
Jana  in  the  only  spot  yyhere  so  soft  a  bullet  \vould.  ai  he  kneyv. 
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i;.v«  till'  (Biti  p<|   ih.inr,.  (,f  injuring   u„n   vilMlv-niminlv     in 

[.,ni?'''r;"''   'i*?!"  *^"r' ."'■'»  '•-  p'-npipmiim  ■«niii,i  ,h;i  i„. 

n„-  of  1,-1  |„.lunri.  Willi  an  inlinito  mi.|  «,jn,lifr,.l  p„li,.,„',. 
lie  xyiil.d.  knowiiiK  Hiat  my  lifr  ,„■  di-alli  l,ii„v  i„  ||,„  |,,|„„,,, 
Willi,'  .laria  |i,.|d  Ins  f„„l  „v,t  hi,.,  wliil.'  Iim  f,.l|  „„.  „|||,  |,n 
liiink  slill  Hans  waiti.l,  haliiiiinp  1|„.  .,rr„i,„.„|s  f„r  an,| 
(.((ainsl  liriii«  upon  ||„.  s.vilps  of  ,'xppri,ii,,-  in  hi.  ,.|..m.,.  „i,i 
."■ml    an.    Ill  III,.  ,.,1,1  ciniii^-  to  a  li^lil  aii,l  wi-  ,„n,lnsi„n 

.MlHit'lli  liK  ,.|iaiic,.  laiLi,..  III,.  |,nil,.  ,.\p,K,.,|  i|.  ,.,,.  aii,|  liv 
111,,  hvlil  ,1  III,.  ,l,.a|.  niiiiiii  Han-,  ahvius  a  wry  v',,,,,!  .|i„l  al  n 
ilislaiice  ulicn  il  was  ii„t  m.jvssarv   |„  alliivv  f,.'|.  Iiai,.,l,,n    '„i,l 

Wl,l,l     l,.|    llru,.   ;,,1,|    /„,,       Thl.    Im,I|,.|    ,li,l    „„|    1,..,    |„    ||„.    I,,,',: 

I,' liad  linp,.,l:  il  ha,l  ii„l  slronnlli  for  llml.  |„it  i|  ,|,.s|r„v,.,l  Hijs 
l,TI  ,.>..  ami  f!„v,'  Jaiia  sn.li  pain  thai  f.„.  a  »liii,.  Ii,.  t,;,.^.,,|  „|| 
ahmil  nil.  ami  ,.v,.,.vlliiiit;  "Ni'  ,.\,vpl  ,.<,.ip,. 

SnrI,  „as  111,.  Ilnll.iilofs  lale  as  r  pi,.|:,.,l  it  „p  r,„„,  his 
laron,,.,  ,„l„»il,.s-,  I  „|,.||  ;;„,„„  s,.ni,.,„.,.s.  ||„,„  andIif|,.nv„r,N- 
.1  x,.r>   wo,id,.|.riil  I I  lluiiiLdil.     Hill  r„r  liin,.  |,i,  |id,.|itv  „„,i 

IIS    liiMimaiis   ,n iiv.    »|„.,.,.   ,|„„dd    I    liax,.    r„iiii,|    nix.,.|f 

li,.|(ir,'  that  niiKiii  -it:' 


\y  inoiiiiliil  III,.  ,ain,.|  afl,.,.  1  had  paused  n  niiiiiit..  lo  tal;,.  n 

piill  fnim  a  llask  „f  hraiidv  whiili  i.,.mnii„.d  ii,  the  <ad haus 

Irniip  iliirik  so  „,.|i  ||,|,|,  ,,,„,  saved  it 
■iv  ihaii,.,.  that  it  niit'lit  s,inie  tint,,  he  of 
,  ,  ...  '",'  "'.'-I''''  Th,.  Mii,iik,'y-like  l|i,tli.iil„t  snt  in 
■■0,11  »n,l  ,  11,.,.  ,.,1  ,h..  ,.am,.|.  wliil,.  I  a,-,.„nini,Kl;iled  n,vs,.|f  ," 
la'sl  I  ,-0,1  d  <,ii  111..  sh,.,.pskin-  l„.|ii„,l  Liiekilv  Ihev  wit,,  tliirk 
an,l  sofl.  f,.r  Jana  s  p„i,.|i  «as  n„|  ,.xartlv  lli.n  of  a  l.ivi-r 

on  w,.  »,.,i|     pieknii:  our  way  ,.ar,.fiiljy  till   „o  ri'a.liud 
"1,'pliaiit   li'ai'k    h, '   '^■-   -  .       ■ 


Allhoiif..h  he  l,iv 
nntoiK.||i.d  IIM  III 
servi,',.  lo  ni< 


'I 
«  hii'li. 


>mi,l   Ihe  mmiiid   whi'r,-  Jana   had  ajipenn-d, 

KiNer  lava      Ih.re  we  niad,.  hell,.r  procr,.-..  hnl  still  .-onld  nol 

f'.'  '■">■  '-'  1 ;"'-  "f  llH-  I">1-  m'l.lo  In   111,,  feel  ,  f  .  Ina   " 

lis  company.     .Soon  w,.  hail  l,.fl   the  ,.,.nie|..pv  hehind    i'     an 

'e^'agail!  "  '""  ''""'  "'"'"  '  '"■™""'  ""^"■"  '  nii*-''"  ""ver 
.Now  the  tniik  r,in  iipwanl^  from  11,,.  hollow  lo  „  ridte  (wo  or 
nTd'eid'Tx^eni'^i,.,''"  '•'•'" '"■'',""'  '''■''  "<  ""^  '•'"«''  "itlm 
..  <ow  y.ilh  v,.ry  poor  lusks.  IraMlliiifr  lo  ils  last  resline  nl.  .e 
or  so  I  suppose.  .  ,|onl  know  wlii,.|i';vas  the  nioi'.'f  ."fitCd- 
Ihe  .-„  k  ,.,w  or  1  10  lamel.  lor  .aniels  hale  eh.phanls  as  ho,',,'; 

hate  ,„r>els  1, thev  j;,.t  used  lo  flieni.     Tii,.  i-ow  hollcl  I,"  the 

light  ns  qinckiy  as  il  lould.  ^>hi,■ll  was  n.d  ver     fa  ,,1    he 

r«n,el  hoited  'o  the  left  will,  <,Kh  eonvnl.iv,.    lonnd  '  t  L    vv 
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wprp  iiciirly  thrown 
liriite,  it  I""""  f'l 
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on  it.  l.nrk.     However.  »-:'"", ""TiVm. 


•oviTi'd  \\<  buliin' 


uiiJ  wo  got  l«"l'  l<>  ""' 


Irurk'hfyiiiid  tin'  nm.  j  ^      „  „„„iy 

From  111-  lop  "Ml"'  n-^     ;/r\,  ,      i      mr  jov.   nl.iu.l    fn 

,„il..s  awav  nl  ill.'  ''"'''''',  V',,.,'^  ,  ,,r       t  w„.  not  m-y  to 
lry,«m.lo!Mh.s.;..,.sk^.nn     took  ...Ij^      ^,^^        ,,,      ,^ 

3':?^ti'r::j^i:'r.;;:':::n!'i.r^.;^.=.^' 
''•;.'^:r^:f:.r[*a::^v::;;;:'bS  n,y  ....„  wao  n.-  ...e.. 

rihs-  ,       „     _,,„,  ,.,,,,,,.1  .va«  n  vorv  pood  oi\mel,  one 

Then  the  nue   )e,inn.    Thnt    an    I      '^  »    j^-  -^  „,„  mmimra- 

of  llu.  real  running  •'■•'•:'^'      ;';'';,  ""been    >w are  th.l   it  was 

lively  fresh,  and  ™'V  ""'[",  'V  bee  ,  I  red      LnsUv.  Ibe  ^oing 

near  to  the  plains  ^^f'"  o  it "    p.,  >l"  feet  but  not  to,,  dee,,  in 

was  now  «''■";;"'  /""roeks  o  ver  » 1.  ell  it  roiild  fall.     It  went 

not  go  alone,  for  '»''»  ^""^V^  %' ,  ,',t,  "".ravelled  jnst  a 
hoal.  Moreover,  swiftly  ab  wi  i™'' ;')„.,,„  hundred.  For 
litlle  swifter.  {'"'"'"SJ>  '^,";„X'',i."er  bank,  half  an  hour 
Ihe  last  mile  before  we  ^"'"^  "  ""  .^.p^^.  he  was  not  more 
later  perhaps,  th""^  '  '' ;;:'"7'  \",  ^ed  laek  at  him,  and  in  Ihe 
than  fitly  pace?  to  ""^.'^'^^J  or  S  low  he  bore  a  slrange 
lif^hl  of  the  moon,  " '"•'  "^/^j^',  "Uoken  ehinmevs  (which 
l^e^rKXC'^ntK':;.!!,,  and  U.  yard  pump 

"'^'^r^iri.^lTff'lbln: n  said  looking  at  the  broad 
river  which  w,-,s  ■;™;;;J^^^,j'2",';lbl[iillv  and  in  jerks.  ';  This 
"  ^"-■'-  ^'T'  J„l  rTs  He  runs  so  fast  ttial  I  have  no  inside 
is  very  g^-^  "'-"^l'' ^""\e"men  his  wife  over  that  river,  to 
l;%'otrnrol  Srbehind^him.    Hut,  Baas,  1  am  not  sure; 
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lh<il  devil  Jfinn  |i  jtill  (ikIit  Ihiin  tlm  canipl. 
lettlo  for  his  lost  pyc,    which  umki-s 


(irid  he  wnnls  In 


.  ,      r   —-  ,'-•    ->  him   IJM'jy.     AI«o   I   si'.. 

stones  uliend,    which  nrc  had   for  ivimoN.     Tlieii   tlnTi-   is   ih,. 
river,  mid  I  doiit  know  if  ninii'Is  can  s«iiii,  but  Jnna  lari  ns 

MnnU  Irariicd,     Do  you  think,  Jlaas,  th..'  v ould  ininiiL',.  to 

'linj;  luiii  u[)  with  a  liiillct  in  hi<  kii-c  or     uit  nn/il  trunk  .if 
his,  jusl  to  give  liim  sonii.lliinn  to  lliink  about  bujidc^  ourselves    ■ 
Thus  he  rratlled  on,   I  liclieve  lo  occupv   niv  niiud  and  hi- 
o^*".  ••"  at  length,  growing  imimtient,  I  ri".|ilied  • 

Be  silent,  donkey.  Ciln  I  shoot  nn  eleplmnt  backwards  ovnr 
my  shoulder  willi  u  rifle  meant  for  springbuck?  Hit  the  camel 
Hit  It  hard. 

Alas  1  Ilans  was  right !  There  luere  stoii".  at  the  verge  of  the 
river,  which  d  juhtloss  it  had  wa«hed  out  in  periods  of  puil 
Uood,  and  presently  we  were  among  Ihtiii  Now-  a  camel  so 
good  on  sand  that  is  its  native  hcalh.  ii  a  worthless  hrul.. 
among  stones,  over  which  it  slips  and  iloundei-...  But  to  Jana 
these  apjieared  to  otter  little  or  no  obsta.lc.  At  auv  rate  he 
lame  over  them  almost  if  not  quite  as  fast  a<  Ijefore"  li\  the 
time  that  we  reached  the  brink  of  the  water  he  was  not  uiore 
than  ten  yards  behind,  f  could  even  see  the  hlmd  rnnninii 
down  from  the  socket  of  his  mined  eve 

Moreover,  at  the  sight  uf  the  foaming  but  shallow  torrent  the 
camel,  a  creature  unaccustomed  to  water,  pulled  nn  in  a  niiili-h 
land  of  way  and  for  a  moment  refused  to  stir.  I  m  kilv  at  III  it 
instant  Jana  let  off  one  of  his  archanael  kind  of  tnilnpeiin"* 
vyhich  sl.'irted  our  beast  again,  since  it  was  nimv  atr.iid  of 
elephants  than  it  was  of  water. 

fn  we  went  and  were  presently  (luundering  among  lh(.  loose 
stones  at  the  bottom  c  i  the  rivic,  whi.h  was  nowhere  over  four 
feet  deep,  with  Jana  splashing  afler  u^  not  more  tli,„,  live  vards 
•n  '^•.,m'  '"'-'''■-J  m.^SP"  rouM'l  and  lired  at  him  will,  Ih-liin,. 
rine.  Whether  I  hit  him  or  no  I  could  not  sav.  but  he  stonp,.,| 
for  a  few  seconds,  perhaps  because  he  reniemb..re,l  the  ettect  of 
a  simihir  explosion  upon  his  eye,  which  K.ive  us  a  trilliiiir  start 
then  he  came  on  aaain  in  his  steani-engiii.'  fashion 

When  we  were  about  in  the  middle  of  the  river  Ibe  inevitable 
happened.  Tlic  camel  fell,  pitching  ns  ovct  its  he.id  into  the 
stream.  Still  clingin,  to  the  rille  lacked  myself  up'anil  began 
h,.  t  to  swim  half  to  wade  towards  tlie  farther  shore,  catchh.g 
hold  of  Hans  w  ith  my  free  hand.  In  a  moment  Jana  was  on  to 
that  camel.  He  gored  it  with  his  tusk,  he  trampled  it  wHh  his 
eet,  hegot  1  round  the  neck  with  his  trunk,  dragging  nearlv 
the  whole  bulk  of  it  out  of  the  water.  Tlien  lie  spt  t-  -voric 
•0  pound  It  down  into  the  mud  and  stones  at  'the  bottom 
If  the  liver  with  such  a  persistent  thoroughness,  that  he  gave 
lis  tim«  to  raaoh  th»  othar  twiiJc  and  climb  up  a  stout  trat  which 


162 


THK     IVORY    CHILD 


prew  Ihere,  »  sloiiin]L'.  Hal-to|iped  kind  of  tree  that  was 
fuiliiiialely  easy  to  asceml.  at  lea^t  (or  a  man.  Mere  we  sat 
gaBjung,  perhap?  about  thirty  feet  ul)Ove  the  ground  level,  and 
waited. 

Presently  Jana,  having  finished  with  the  inmel,  followed  us, 
and  without  any  diffleulty  located  us  in  that  tree.  He  walked 
all  round  it  eonsidering  the  situation.  Then  he  wound  his  huge 
trunk  about  the  bole  of  the  tree  and.  putting  out  his  gigantie 
f^trength,  tried  to  pull  it  over.  It  was  an  anxious  moment,  but 
Ibis  particular  rhild  of  the  forest  had  not  grown  there  for  some 
hundreds  of  years,  withstanding  all  the  shoeks  of  wind,  weather 
and  water,  in  order  to  be  laid  low  by  an  eli'pliant,  however 
enormous.  It  shook  a  little — no  more.  Abandoning  Ibis 
utlemi>l  as  fntile.  Jana  ne.xt  began  to  try  to  dig  it  up  by  driving 
hi?  tusk  under  its  roots.  Here,  too.  he  failed  because  they 
grew  among  stom-s  wbieh  evidently  jarred  him. 

Ceasing  from  these  agricultural  efi'orts  witli  a  deep  rumble  iit 
rage,  he  adopted  yet  a  third  expedient.  Hearing  his  huge  bulk 
into  the  air  he  brought  down  his  forefeet  with  all  the  tremendous 
weight  of  his  great  body  behind  them  on  to  the  sloping  tru|^ 
of  the  tree  just  below'  where  the  branches  sprang,  perhaps 
twelve  or  thirteen  feet  above  the  ground.  The  stiock  was  so 
heavy  that  for  u  moment  I  thought  the  trc"  would  be  uprooted 
or  snapped  in  two.  Thank  Heaven!  it  hell,  but  the  vibration 
was  such  that  Hans  and  I  were  nearly  shak.'ii  out  of  the  upper 
branches,  like  autumn  apples  from  a  bongh  Indeed,  I  think 
I  sliould  have  gone  had  not  the  monkey-like  llt.ns.  who  had  toes 
to  cling  with  as  well  as  Angers,  gripped  me  by  thi   rollar. 

Thrice  did  Janu  repeat  this  manoeuvre,  and  it  the  third 
onslaught  I  saw  to  my  horror  that  the  roots  were  loosening.  I 
heard  some  of  them  snap,  and  a  crack  apiieared  in  the  ground 
not  far  from  the  bole.  Fortunately  Jana  never  noteil  these 
symptoms,  for  abandoning  a  plan  which  he  considered  unavailing 
he  stood  for  a  while  swaying  his  trunk  and  lost  in  gentle 
thought. 

"Hans,"  I  whispered,  "  load  the  rillc  quick!  1  can  get  him 
in  the  spine  or  the  other  eye." 

"  Wet  powder  won't  go  ofl',  flaas."  groaned  Hans  '  The 
water  got  to  it  in  the  river." 

"  >'o."  I  answered,  "  and  it  is  all  your  fault  for  making  me 
shoot  at  him  when  I  could  take  no  aim.  ' 

"  It  would  have  been  just  the  same.  Baas,  for  I  he  rifle  went 
under  water  also  when  we  fell  from  the  camel,  and  the  cap 
would  have  been  damp,  and  perhaps  the  powder  too.  Also  the 
siiot  made  Jana  stop  lor  a  niomenl.  ' 

This  was  true,  but  it  was  maddening  to  be  obliged  to  sit  there 
with  ttij  empty  gun,  when  11  I  had  but  one  charge,  or  even  my 
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tliHt  T  .'onld  linvo  hlincji'd  or  (Tippln,]   (hi 


pKtol.  I  was  siiri' 
sulanic  pacbvderni. 

lusher,  we  wricelod  as  f.,r  ,,.  ,..   ..  ' 'VL',  .^1 " '^  oonMfio  no 


■■IS  «•    dnred  alons  oiir  l.oiiphi 


iiii'l 


at 


lusher,  we  wriggled  ns  far 
waited. 

=  s'S::=sr;^;;:n«i^3;^H"?'• 
Hell  got  us.  •  I  miiltered.  '' 

M.v  word!  what  n  commotion  eiisueil '  r;n  ii.p  i™„i,  „ 
scream  which  nearly  Idew  me  a"'  •  "njn  jfl  '-I?"  " 
wriggling  motion,  tried  to  nnnail  h  n  self  is  snfiK  T'  "'♦,'.•' 
for  it  was  clear  that  the  knife  po,,'^  ,,':,!,  ■  ''\i;"^"''''-. 
so  becnnse  lliiis  s(i||  held  tl.o  I  ...will  j  u  I  ."' '""'''  ""<  <!'> 
.inep  into  the  wood      1^,!^,;'^    ^a.Jed  hfn,''::;    ']"'"'  ""^  '''"'"> 

s..oh  energy  that  something  h:.&:\lr:;!i.::rn:?^;/li:! 
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Bkin  and  muscle  ol  the  low^r  lip,  which  was  cut  clean  through, 
Icavinn  the  kniW.  erect  in  the  bough. 

Over  he  went  backwards,  a  most  impenal  cropper  Then  he 
Picked  "mself  up,  thrust  the  tip  of  his  trunk  into  his  mouth 
sucked  as  one  (foes  a  cut  Dnger,  and  finally,  roar.ng  m  defeated 
race  fled  into  the  river,  which  he  waded,  and  back  upon  his 
tracks  towards  his  own  home.  Yes,  oH  he  went  Hans 
Seaming  curses  and  demand,  that  he  should  restore  his  ha 
after  him  and  very  seldom  in  all  my  life  have  I  seen  a  sight  that 
I  thoucht  more  beautiful  than  that  of  his  wjusking  tail 

•■Now,  Baas,"  chuckled  Hans,  "  the  old  devil  has  got  a  sore 
nose  as  well  as  a  sore  eye  by  which  to  remember  us  Anii;  Bf '■ 
I  think  we  had  better  be  going  before  he  has  time  o  think  and 
comes  back  with  a  long  stick  to  knock  us  out  of  this  tree. 

So  we  went,  in  double-quick  time  I  can  assure  you,  or  at  any 
rate  as  fast  as  my  stilf  limbs  and  general  condition  would  allow 
Fortunately  we  had  now  no  doubt  as  to  our  direction,  since 
Smdhig  up  through  the  mists  of  dawn  with  the  sunbeams 
;e  «ng  on  "s  forest-clad  crest,  we.could  clcarlj  see  the  strange 
tumulus-shaped  hill  which  the  V  le  Kendah  called  the  Holy 
Et,  the  Home  of  the  Child.  1.  -^P^a'^^  *«/?"*>''"'  ^.h^X 
miles  away,  but  in  reality  was  a  good  deal  farther,  'or  when 
we  had  walked  for  several  hours  it  seemed  almost  as  distant  as 

'"■fn  truth  that  was  a  dreadful  trudge.  Not  only  was  I 
cxhaustcid  with  all  the  terrors  I  had  Passed  and  our  long  mid- 
night night,  but  the  wound  where  Jana  had  pmched  out  a  portion 
0  my  frame,  inflamed  by  the  riding,  had  now  grown  stiff  and 
intolerablv  sore,  so  that  every  step  gave  me  pain  which  some- 

mes  culminated  in  agony.  However,  it  was  no  use  ?>vng  m. 
foodless  as  we  were,  for  Marflt  had  carried  the  provisions,  and 
wUh  the  chance  of  Jana  returning  to  look  us  up.  So  1  stuck  to 
it  and  said  nothing.  .  .„...„.. 

For  the  first  ten  miles  the  country-  seemed  uninhabited, 
doubtless  it  was  too  near  the  borders  of  the  Black  Kendah  to 
he  popular  as  a  place  of  residence.  After  this  we  saw  herds  of 
rattle  and  a  few  camels,  apparently  untended;  perhaps  their 
guards  were  hidden  away  in  the  long  grass.  Then  we  came  to 
tome  fields  of  mealies  that  were,  I  noticed,  quite  untouched  by 
the  liailstorm,  which,  it  would  seem,  had  confined  its  attentions 

0  the  land  of  the  Black  Kendah.  Of  these^  vve  ate  thankfully 
enouBh  A  little  farther  on  we  perceived  huts  perched  on  an 
inacclssible  place  in  a  kloof.  Also  their  inhabitants  perceived 
ns   for  thpv  ran  awav  as  though  in  a  great  Inght. 

etiU  we  did  not  try  to  approach  the  huts,  not  knowing  how 
w  should  be  received.  After  my  sojourn  in  Slmba  Town  I  had 
become  possessed  of  a  love  of  Ufe  in  the  open. 
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For  nnolhcr  two  hour?  '  limped  forward  with  pain  and  grief 
—by  now  I  was  leaning  on  Hans '3  siioulder— up  an  endless, 
uncultivated  rise  clothed  with  euphorbias  and  feDi-Uke  cycads. 
At  length  we  reached  its  top  and  found  ourselves  within  a  rifle 
shot  of  a  fenced  native  village.  I  suppose  that  its  inhabitants 
had  been  warned  of  our  coming  by  runners  from  the  huts  I 
have  mentioned.  At  any  rate  the  moment  we  appeared  the  men, 
to  the  number  of  thirty  or  more,  poured  out  of  the  south  gate 
armed  with  spears  and  other  weapons  and  proceeded  to  ring  us 
round  and  behave  in  a  very  threatening  manner.  I  noticed  at 
once  that,  although  most  of  them  were  comparatively  light  in 
( olour,  some  of  these  men  partook  of  the  negro  characteristics 
of  thf  Black  Kendah  from  whom  we  had  escaped,  to  such  an 
extent  indeed  that  this  blood  was  clearly  predominant  in  them. 
Still,  it  was  also  clear  that  they  were  all  deadly  foes  of  this 
people,  for  when  I  shouted  out  to  them  that  we  were  the  friends 
of  Harflt  and  those  who  worshipped  the  Child,  they  yelled  back 
that  we  were  liars.  No  friends  of  the  Child,  they  said,  cair.e 
from  the  country  of  the  Black  Kendah.  who  worshipped  the  devil 
Jana.  I  tried  to  explain  that  least  of  nil  men  in  the  world  did 
we  worshi|.  Jana,  who  had  been  hunting  us  for  hours,  but  they 
would  not  listen. 

"  You  are  spies  of  Simba's,  the  smell  of  Jana  is  upon  you  " 
(this  may  have  been  true  enough),  they  yelled,  adding:  "We 
willlcill  you,  white-faced  goat.  We  will  kill  you,  little  yellow 
uionkey,  for  none  who  are  not  enemies  come  here  from  the  land 
of  the  Mack  Kendah." 

"  Kill  us  then,"  I  answered.  "  and  bring  the  curse  of  the  Child 
upon  you.    Bring  famine,  bring  hail,  bring  war  I  " 

These  words  were,  I  think,  well  chosen;  at  any  rate  they 
induced  a  pause  in  their  murderous  intentions.  For  a  while 
lliey  hesitated,  all  talking  together  at  once.  At  last  the 
advocates  of  violence  appeared  to  get  the  upper  hand,  and  once 
more  a  number  of  the  men  begaa  to  dance  about  us,  waving 
their  spears  and  crying  out  that  we  must  die  who  came  from  the 
Black  Kendah. 

1  sat  down  upon  the  ground,  for  I  was  so  exhausted  that  at 
the  time  I  did  not  greatly  care  whether  I  died  or  lived,  while 
Hans  drew  his  koife  and  stood  over  me,  cursing  them  as  he 
had  cursed  at  Jana.  By  slow  degrees  they  drew  nearer  and 
nearer.  I  watched  them  with  a  kind  of  idle  curiosity,  believing 
that  the  moment  when  they  came  within  actual  spear-thrust 
would  be  our  last,  but,  as  I  have  said,  not  greatly  caring  because 
of  my  mental  and  physical  exhaustion. 

1  had  already  closed  my  eyes  that  I  might  not  sec  the  0ash 
of  the  falling  steel,  when  an  exclamation  from  Ifans  caused  me 
to  open  them  again.    Following  the  line  of  the  knife  with  which 
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he  pointed.  I  perceived  u  troop  of  men  on  camels  emerging  Irom 
the  gates  of  the  village  lit  full  speed.  In  front  of  tliese,  hi.>i  white 
garments  fluttering  on  the  wind,  rode  a  bearded  and  dignified 
person  in  whom  I  recognised  Harflt,  Ilnrllt  himself,  waving  ii 
spear  aud  shouting  as  he  came.  Our  assailants  heard  and  saw 
hun  also,  then  flung  down  their  weapons  as  though  in  dismay 
either  nt  his  appearance  or  his  words,  which  1  could  not  catch. 
Harflt  guided  his  rushing  camel  straight  at  the  man  who  i 
presume  was  their  leader,  and  struck  at  him  with  his  spear,  as 
though  in  furv  wounding  him  in  the  shoulder  and  ciiusing  him 
to  full  to  the  ground.    As  he  struck  he  called  out  : 

'■  Dog!     Would  you  harm  the  guests  of  the  Chilii;'  " 

Then  I  heard  no  more  hecause  I  fainted  awav. 


CUAPTKR    XV 
THE   DWELLER    IK   THE    CAVK 

f^rrm.ll''!fn"  ''""^''  '^  "^.'''«'  '  >iK,Mned  a  lODg  uud  vepv 
,«n^  ,         ""?  ™"T"""8  "II  sons  ol  curious  things  wliich  I 
■annot  remember.     At  last  I  opeued  mv  eves  and  observed  tSa 
an  LT..''„'rw'''  '•'''■"•'' ."l-o"'  three  i'nches  above  the  floot.'n 

not„i  i       '*""*"",",•  on'y  Ki-ass  mats  hung  upon  a  rod  which 
I  noted    nconsequenth ,  worked  on  a  roupiT,  wooden  liince    or 

C"J"-  '""  '""'""'  ""^  ^•"'■"""  '°  be  lurneS  back  o|ain°J 

Through  one  of  these  window-places  I  saw  at  a  little  distance 

hfn'^rrtn'  »ht^<"Hf.V™v;red  hiU,  which  reminded  me  of  some' 

whaf  As  I  ll  V  wn*"  ''-''"  "'"  "t*"  °'  ""= '  """'"  "»'  'emember 
"ten  wi,;  1    i^  "ondering  over  the  matter  I  heard  a  shufflinK 

new  Z,  L\  ■'T^."'*"''-  "'."?•  '"''""'e'  ''"^v  Hans  twiddling  « 
new  hat  made  of  straw  in  his  lingers  """"8  « 

••Hans,'  I  said,    'where  did  you  get  that  new  hat?   • 

Ihey  gave  it  me  here,  Baas,"  he  answered      "  The  Baas  will 

.emembcr  that  the  devil  Jana  ate  tlie  other  " 

toddle  hp't,?"'7h'"'''  T^^  "^  ''''-  "'"''=  «»"^  <ontinued  to 
M^t^t  !l  \  .'.  ^""^^^  '""  '°  '""  •'  ""  '•'«  head  because  it 
fidgeted  me,  and  then  inquired  where  we  were  '""""^  " 

■  rinJ"       ,  '''r''"  "'  "'^  '^'''''''  "*>"*•  "here  ttiev  carrie.l  vou 
ler  you  had  seemed  to  die  down  yonder.     A  verv  nice    own 

I       '  "'"^J'™''  """^  "••■intt'il  a  long  rest,  Hans,  and  now  I  feel 

uilell  ^mer'allT'   "'  """  ""'''  "'"^  '"^"''  "•^™  "'^°'  "''  ^^'^'^^ 

^-n  ^^'t?""^'  "'"y,'"'^  ''^Ti'  ^"te  enough,  and  so  are  all  our 

hv  Ih-  J."""'  ^^«'^'"'"J'  «'t"  Hnriit  when  he  saved  us  down 

m     i.'"»ge  yonder,  but  voh  went  to  sleep  and  did  not  see 

ZV  .P^yh"^^  l"^?"  °>jrsing  you  ever  si'nce,  Baas  " 

Just  then  Savage  himself  entered,  carrying  some  soup  upon 

16V 


168 


THE     IVORY    CHILD 


a  woorfen  tray  and  looking  almost  as  smart  as  he  used  to  do  h( 
RiigiiaU  Cnstlc. 

"'(lood  day,  sir,  "  lie  said  in  liis  best  professional  manner. 
"  Very  glad  to  see  vou  Imck  with  us,  sir,  and  getting  well,  I 
lrii«t.  especially  nftiT  «e  had  given  you  and  Mr.  Hans  up  ns 
dead." 

I  thanked  him  and  drank  the  soup,  asking  liini  to  cook  me 
something  more  suhslunlial  as  I  was  starving,  which  he  departed 
to  do.  Tlieii  I  sent  Hans  to  And  Lord  Ragnall,  who  it  appeared 
was  out  walking  in  the  town.  No  sooner  had  they  gone  tliim 
Karflt  entered  looking  more  dignified  than  ever  and,  bowing 
gravely,  seated  himself  upon  the  mat  in  the  Eastern  fashion. 

"  Some  strong  spirit  must  go  with  you,  Lord  Macuma/ana," 
he  said,  "  that  you  should  live  to-day,  after  we  were  sure  that 
vou  had  been  slain." 

'•  That's  where  you  made  a  mistake.  Your  magic  was  not 
of  much  service  to  you  there,  friend  Harftt." 

■•  Yet  my  magic,  as  you  call  it,  though  I  have  none,  was  of 
gome  service  after  all,  Macumazana.  As  it  chanced  1  had  no 
opportunity  of  breathing  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Child  for  two 
davs  from  the  hour  of  our  arrival  here,  because  I  was  hurt  on 
the  knee  in  the  flght  and  so  weary  that  I  could  not  travel  up 
the  mountain  and  seek  light  from  the  eyes  of  the  Child.  On 
the  third  day,  however,  I  went  and  the  Oracle  told  me  all.  Then 
I  descended  swiftly,  gathered  men  and  reached  those  fools  In 
time  to  keep  you  from  harm.  They  have  paid  for  what  they 
did.  Lord."  ^    „    .. 

"  I  am  sorry,  Harftt,  for  they  knew  no  better;  and,  HarOt. 
although  I  saved  myself,  or  rather  Hans  saved  me,  we  have  left 
your  brother  behind,  and  with  him  the  others." 

"I  know.  Jana  was  too  strong  for  them;  you  and  your 
servant  alone  could  prevail  against  him." 

"  >ot  so,  Harflt.  He  prevailed  against  us;  all  we  could  do  was 
to  injure  his  eve  and  the  tip  of  his  trunk  and  escape  from  him." 

"  Which  is"  more  than  any  others  have  done  for  many 
generations.  Lord.  But  doubtless  as  the  beginning  was,  so 
shall  the  end  be.  Jana,  I  think,  is  near  his  death  and  through 
you." 

"  1  don't  know,"  I  repeated.    "  Who  and  what  is  Jana?  "* 

"  Have  I  not  told  you  that  he  is  au  evil  spirit  who  inhabits 
the  body  of  a  huge  elephant?  " 

"  Yes,  and  so  did  Martit;  but  I  think  that  he  is  just  a  huge 
elephant  with  a  very  bad  temper  of  his  own.  Still,  whatever 
he  is,  he  will  take  some  killing,  and  I  don't  want  to  meet  him 
any  more  by  that  horrible  lake." 

'''Then  you  will  meet  him  elsewhere.  Lord.  For  if  you  do 
not  go  to  look  for  Jana,  Jana  will  come  ta  look  for  you  who 
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?Sn  w"l?iiuhi?i*.1ft'^i.   ""T'""'''  """  hencriorth,  wherever 
yon  go  In  all  this  land,  it  may  happen  that  vou  will  meet  Jana  " 

"Yea,  Marunmzana,  at  times  he  comes,  or  a  spirit  wearina 
IS  .hupe  comes;  I  know  not  which.     ^Vhnt  I  do  know  is  th«? 

Ihouph  how  he  came  or  how  lie  went  none  can  tell  " 
■  ■  aV-P^  ^°^  "^  wandering  there,  Harilt'   ' 

lhewoHd«''n"d't";;'n}''''"*'-     ■*'""  ""^  "'^^  "''^  "•«"''"»  througl. 
le  woild  and  I  will  answer  your  quest  on.     Only  I  reneal—lrt 
those  w^ho  have  harmed  Jana  beware  oj  Jana  "  «P<'«t-l(t 

™n1„  mv  /""5  beware  of  me  if  I  can  meet  him  with  a  decent 
i\ow    HurOt,  there  is  another  matter.    Just  before  he  was  ki  lei 

.a.  'Wiear^^rfh^'-'"'  """  ^"^  ""'  "''°''  ^o"-^-  ""'^ 

imX*eTrabV"f^'p'ali!^"  '""'"^  "''^   '""»  °'  «   ^'"^   i""'. 
h„..hl"^"  ^:?"  misunderstood.  Lord.-  he  answered,  "or  mv 
brother  rayed  m  his  fear.    Wherever  she  may  be  that  l,eautin,^   ' 
lady  IS  not  upon  the  Holy  Mount,  unless  there  is  a  loti  erilolvf 
Mount  in  the  Land  of  Death.    Moreover,  Lord,  as  we  ",°    pea  i„i 

hi  tr'^f^r'T'  '"'  "'  ''^"  }""  "•«  '°'«^'  "P«"  tl'at  Mount  mu"  I 
font  .hi.",h '^  °r^^■''\«  P'«  priests  of  the  Child.  If  otherHe 
foot  there  they  die,  for  it  is  watched  bv  a  guardian  more  cr^ibl, 
even  than  Jana,  nor  is  be  the  only  one:  ArmnoThing  of  tin 
?„"™^!?"'  'T  '  ;>;?"  T"'  ""s^er,  and,  above  «T  if  Vou  ot  vi^r 
comrades  value  life,  let  them  not  seek  to  look  upon  hhn  "  ^ 

f„Hh2"'^.'!,'^'"«  *""'  ■'  ""'  "l'"'"  "^'^'"^s  to  pursue  th™  =ubje.-l 
h«iL,n'^'  '  v'i'T",'"'  '•""■"''<'  '"  «"<'"'er,  remarking  thtth' 
hailstorm  which  had  smitten  the  country  rf  the  Black  KoJl 
was  the  worst  that  I  had  ever  experienced  ""^ 

R..Jj\C  »"s^"ed  Harftt,  "  so  I  have,  learned.  That  was  the 
flrst  of  the  curses  which  the  Cbild.  through  my  mouth  promise  i 
to  Simba  and  his  people  if  they  molested  us  u,  on  our  Toad 
The  second,  you  will  remember,  was  famine,  which  for  them  is 
.lear  at  hand,  seeing  that  they  have  little  corn  in  tore  and  none 
l.f  to  gather  and  that  most  of  their  cattle  are  dead  of  the  bnU  '  ' 

vvhi-S  k'*'  J"'''^  ""  '^°''"  "■'"'<■■  "^  I  "Otfd.  vou  have  rie  iv 
which  the  storm  spared,  will  not  thev,  who  are  so  many  .^ 
number  but  near  to  starving,  attack  you  ,,„d  ZLyoTLn. 

-nS^^J^"^-'  ^^^■'  'V"  ^°  ^°'  ^°'^'  a"")  "'en  will  fall  the  third 
curse,  the   curse   of   war.     All   this   waj   foreseen   lon|   ago 
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Mncumnznnn,  and  yoii  ure  here  to  help  iis  in  that  war.  Among 
vour  (lootls  you  have  many  guns  and  mucli  powder  and  lead. 
You  sliall  tench  our  people  how  to  ubc  those  gun?.  Ihiit  with  them 
we  may  destroy  the  Blaik  Kendah." 

"I  llilnk  not,"  I  replied  (piietly.  "I  came  here  to  kill  a 
rertain  elephant  and  tii  receive  payment  for  my  •'ervice  in  ivory, 
not  to  light  Ihe  Black  Kendah,  of  whom  1  have  already  seen 
enough.  Moreover,  Ihe  guns  are  not  my  property  hnt  that  of 
the  Lord  Ragnall,  who  perhaps  will  ask  his  own  price  for  the 
jisc  of  them." 

•  And  the  Lord  Ragnall.  who  c.imo  here  against  our  will,  is, 
as  It  chances,  our  property  and  we  may  ask  our  own  price  for 
his  life.  Now,  farewell  for  a  while,  sinci!  you,  who  are  still 
sick  and  weak,  have  talked  enough.  Only  hefore  I  go,  as  your 
friend  and  that  of  those  with  you,  I  will  add  one  word.  If  yoii 
would  coulinue  to  look  upon  the  sun,  let  none  of  you  try  lo  set 
foot  in  Ihe  forest  upon  the  Holy  Mount.  Wander  where  you 
will  upon  its  southern  slopes,  but  strive  not  to  pass  the  wall 
of  rock  which  rings  Ihe  forest  round." 

Then  he  rose,  bowed  gravely  and  departed,  leaving  nie  full 
of  relleclions. 

Shortly  afterwards  Savage  and  Hans  returned,  bringing  me 
some  meat  which  the  former  had  cooked  in  an  admirable  fashion. 
I  ate  of  it  heartily,  and  just  as  they  were  tarrying  off  the  remains 
of  the  Dieal  Ragnall  himself  arrived.  Our  grceling  was  very 
warm,  as  might  be  expected  in  the  case  of  two  comrades  who 
never  tliought  to  speak  to  each  other  again  on  this  side  of  the 
grave.  As  1  had  supposed,  he  was  certain  that  Ilans'and  I  had 
been  cut  oft  and  killed  by  the  Black  Kendah,  as.  after  we  were 
missed,  some  of  the  camelmen  asserted  that  they  had  actually 
seen  us  fall.  So  he  went  on.  or  rather  was  carried  on  by  the 
rush  of  Ihe  camels,  grieving,  since,  it  being  impossiliV  lo  attempt 
to  recover  ovr  bodies  or  even  to  return,  that  was  the  only  thing 
to  do,  and  m  due  course  reached  the  Tow  n  of  the  Child  witliout 
further  accident.  Here  they  rested  and  mourned  (or  us,  till 
some  days  later  Harftt  suddenly  announced  that  we  still  lived, 
though  bow  he  knew  this  they  could  not  ascertain.  The  .  they 
sallied  out  and  found  us,  as  h.'  been  told,  in  great  danger  from 
the  ignorant  villagers  who,  until  we  appeared,  had  not  even 
heard  of  our  existence. 

I  asked  what  they  had  done  and  what  information  they  had 
obtained  since  their  arrival  at  this  place.  His  answer  was : 
.Nothing  and  none  worth  mentioning.  The  town  appeared  to  be 
a  small  one  of  not  much  over  two  thousand  inhabitants,  all  of 
whom  were  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  in  camel- 
breeding.  The  herds  of  camels,  however,  they  gathered,  for  the 
most  part  were  kept  at  outlying  settlenienis  on  the  farther  side 
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ot  llip  conf-shupea  moiiiiluiii.    As  Ihov  were  unable  to  inlk  tlm 

^u^  IJurftt  who  spoke  to  tlieiii  in  his  broken  English  Bnd  told 
tlKin  nuK-h  what  he  hini  told  me.  namdv  tin  the  iinner 
nmnn  ,„n  was  n  .acred  pkre  that  n.ight  only  b.'  visited  by'^fte 

hid  end.     Ihcy  liad  not  seen  any  of  the-e  priests  in  the  town 

h,;."l""  '".™  "'  r^'^'^P  "I'P™'"''  '"  b«  Pi-'ftised,  but  they 
had  observed  men  driving  small  numbers  of  sheep  or  goals  up 
the  flanks  of  the  mountain  towards  the  forest 

Of  what  went  on  upon  tliis  mountain  and  who  lived  there  tliev 
remained  ,n  eon.,ilele  ignorance.  It  was  a  case  of  stmemate 
Uarflt  would  not  tell  them  anything  nor  .ouM  thev  learnTny: 
»..np  for  themselves.     He  added  in  a  depressed  way  timt  He 

doubt  wlXr  Th"'"^  ""^  ^°'"'^''.''  «"""""  '"'  h-^  begun  0 
doubt  whether  there  was  any  tidings  of  big  lost  wife  to  be 
gamed  among  the  Kendah,  White  or  Itlack 

IVow  I  Repeated  to  liiin  Marflfs  dying  words,  of  which  most 
unhappdy  had  never  heard  the  end.  These  seemed  to  g?" 
him  new  ife  since  they  showed  that  tidings  there  was  of  some 
How?    iioJv?'  """"  "'  ""'^'''''-    "'"  *""'  "'ishl  thi"be  don"? 

For  a  whole  week  things  went  on  thus.  During  this  time 
whL'ry^  '7  ■^"■'■/""l?  ™"'Pl'^«^''y.  '-xeepf  in  one  particXr 
w.ich  reduced  me  to   helplessness.      The   place  on   Lv   thigli 

^Zl.  X?,':';"  P'"«'''"'^  1^'  »  '"*  "'  '"«  ^''"'  healed  ipw? 
enough,  but  the  inflammation  struck  inwanls  to  the  nerve  of 

^i'  u^'h'?'  V'""  '"'™  '.  "•'"^  •"■"'  '"i'"-'-')  bv  a  linn,  with  tl^ 
resu  t   hat  whenever  I  tried  to  move  I  was  tortured  by  pains  of 

m.Nself  with  being  carried  on  the  bed  into  a  little  garden  which 
surrounded  the  mud-built  and  whitewashed  house  Ih^had  been 
allotted  to  us  as  a  dwelling-place.  . 

There  1  lay  hour  after  hour,  staring  at  the  llolv  Mount  which 
began  to  spring  from  the  plain  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the 
scattered  township.    For  a  mile  or  so  its  slopes  were  bare  excent 
for  grass  on  which  sheep  and  gqXts  were  graced,  an d  a7ew 
sea  tered  trees.    Studying  (he  place  through  glasses  I  observed 
hal  these  .slopes  were  cro,yned  by  a  vertical  precipice  of  wha 
looked  like  lava  rock,   which  seemed  to  surround  the  whole 
niQuntain    and    must    h.iye    been    quite    a    hundred    feet    liigh 
Bevond  (his  precipice,  which  to  all  ap|,earai,ce  w  .is  of  an  unclimh: 
able  nature  began  a  dense  forest  of  large  trees,  cedars  I  though 
clothing  it  to  the  very  top,  that  is  so  far  as  I  could  see      ""*"'' 
„.;r      -JV  '  ''l"^  considering  the  place,  llarllt  entered  the 
garden  suddenly  and  c.iught  me  in  the  act. 
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"  The  House  of  the  gol  Is  beautiful,"  he  said,  "  i»  It  not?  " 

"  Very,"  I  answered,  "  and  ol  a  strange  formation.  But  how 
do  those  who  dwell  on  it  climb  that  prccipiie?  " 

"  It  cunnot  be  climbed,"  he  answered,  '  but  there  is  a  road 
which  I  am  about  to  travel  who  go  tc  worsliip  the  Child.  Yet 
1  have  told  you,  Macumazana,  that  any  strangers  who  seek  to 
walk  that  road  find  death.  It  they  do  not  beheve  me,  let  them 
try,"  he  added  meaningly. 

Then  after  many  inquiries  about  my  health,  he  informed  me 
that  news  had  reached  bim  to  the  effect  that  the  Black  Kendah 
were  mud  at  the  loss  of  their  crops  which  the  hail  had  destroyed 
and  because  of  the  near  prospect  of  starvation. 

"  Then  soon  they  will  be  wishing  to  reap  yours  with  spears," 
I  said. 

"  That  is  so.  Therefore,  my  Lord  Macumnzana,  get  well 
quickly  that  you  may  be  able  to  scare  away  these  crows  with 
guns,  for  in  fourteen  days  the  harvest  should  begin  upon  our 
uplands.  Farewell  and  have  no  fears,  for  during  my  absence 
my  people  will  feed  and  watch  you  and  en  the  third  night  I 
ntuM  return  again." 

After  Ilarftt's  departure  a  deep  depression  fell  upon  all  of 
us.  FiVen  Ilans  was  depressed,  while  Savage  became  like  a  man 
under  sentence  of  execution  at  a  near  but  uncertain  date.  I 
tried  to  cheer  him  up  and  asked  bim  what  was  the  matter. 

"  I  don't  know,  Mr.  Quatermain,"  he  answered,  "  but  the 
fact  is  this  is  a  'ateful  and  un'oly  'ole  "  (in  his  agitation  ho 
quite  lost  grip  of  liis  h's,  which  was  always  weak),  "  and  I  am 
sure  that  it  is  the  last  I  shall  ever  see,  except  one." 

"Well,  Savage,"  I  said  jokingly,  "at  any  rate  there  don't 
seem  to  be  any  snakes  here." 

"  No,  Mr.  Quatermain.  That  is,  I  haven't  met  any,  but  they 
crawl  about  me  all  night,  and  whenever  I  see  that  prophet  man 
he  talks  of  them  to  me.  Yes,  he  talks  of  them  and  nothing 
else  with  a  sort  of  cold  look  in  his  eyes  that  makes  my  back 
creep.  I  wish  it  was  over,  I  do,  who  shall  never  see  old  England 
■  again,"  and  he  went  away,  I  think  to  hide  his  very  painful  and 
evident  emotion. 

That  evening  Hans  returned  from  an  expedition  on  which  I 
had  sent  him  with  instructions  to  try  to  get  round  the  mountain 
ond  report  what  was  on  its  other  side.  It  had  been  a  complete 
failure,  as  after  he  had  gone  a  few  miles  men  appeared  who 
ordered  him  back.  They  were  so  threatening  in  their  demeanour 
that  had  it  not  been  for  the  little  rifle,  Intombi,  which  he  carried 
under  pretence  of  shooting  buck,  a  weapon  that  they  regarded 
with  great  awe,  they  would,  he  thought,  have  killed  him.  He 
added  that  be  had  been  quite  unsaccesdul  in  his  efforts  to  collect 
pny  ne>Ys  of  value  from  man,  woman  or  child,  all  of  whom, 
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although  very  polite,  appeared  to  have  orders  to  tell  liim 
rothing,  concluding  with  the  remark  thai  he  considered  tlie 
White  Kendah  bigger  devils  than  the  Black  Kendab,  inasmuch 
aa  Ihey  were  more  clever. 

Shortly  after  this  abortive  attempt  wo  debated  our  posKion 
with  earnestness  and  came  to  a  certain  conclusion,  o(  which  I 
will  speak  in  its  place. 

II  I  remember  right  it  was  on  this  same  night  of  our  dcbntp, 
after  Hnrflt'g  return  from  the  mountain,  that  the  first  incident 
of  interest  happened.  There  were  t\  •  rooms  in  our  house 
divided  by  a  partition  which  ran  almost  up  to  the  roof.  In  the 
ifft-hnnd  room  slept  nagnall  und  Savage,  and  in  tliiit  to  th« 
light  Hans  and  I.  Just  at  the  breaking  of  dawn  I  was  awnkenod 
by  hearing  souie  agitated  conversation  between  Savage  and  his 
master.  A  minute  inter  they  both  entered  my  sleeping  place, 
and  I  saw  in  the  faint  light  that  Raguall  looked  very  disturbed 
and  Savage  very  frightened. 

"  What's  the  matter.'  "  I  asked. 

"  We  have  seen  my  wife,"  answered  Ragnall. 

I  stared  ut  him  and  he  went  on : 

"  Savage  woke  me  by  saying  that  there  was  someone  in  the 
room.  I  sat  up  and  looked  and,  as  I  live,  Quatermuin,  standing 
gazing  at  me  in  such  a  position  that  the  light  of  dawn  from  the 
window-place  fell  upon  her,  was  my  wife.'' 

"  Hu.v  was  she  dressed.'  "  I  asked  at  once. 

"  In  a  kind  of  white  robe  cut  rather  low.  with  her  hair  loose 
hangiTig  to  lier  waist,  but  carefully  combed  and  held  outspread 
by  what  appeared  to  be  a  bent  piece  of  ivory  about  a  loot  and 
a  hall  long,  to  which  it  was  fastened  by  a  thread  ol  gold   ' 

"  Is  that  all?  " 

"  No.  Upon  her  breast  was  that  ii.  eklaco  ol  red  stones  with 
the  little  image  hanging  from  its  centre  which  those  nscaU  gave 
her  and  she  always  wore   " 

"  Anything  more?  " 

"  Yes.  In  her  arms  she  carried  what  looked  like  a  veiled 
child.    It  was  so  still  that  I  think  it  must  have  been  dead." 

"  Well.    What  happened?  " 

"  I  was  so  overcome  I  could  not  sneak,  and  she  stood  gazing 
at  me  with  wide-opened  eyes,  looking  more  beautiful  than  I 

can  tell  vou.     She  never  stirred,  and  her  lips  never  moved 

tli.it  I  will  swear.  And  yet  holh  of  us  heard  her  sav.  verv  low- 
hut  quite  clearly:  'The  mountain,  George  I  Don't  desert  me. 
Seek  m?  on  the  mountain,  my  dear,  my  husKind.    " 

"  Well,  what  next?  " 

"  I  sprang  up  and  she  was  gone.    That'?  all." 

"  NoA-  tell  me  what  you  saw  and  heard,  Suvoge." 
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■  >\l)iit  liN  lui'd>lii|i  ^iiw  una  hninl,  Mr,  ymilirmiiin.  iicillipi 
iiKiri'  nor  Irs-.  Kxiypl  Hint  I  wiis  uwiikcv  liiivinii  liml  iinr  <■!  ni\ 
liuil  (Imiin-,  atiout  -imkcs.  nnd  ^ii«  licr  couir  lliriiiiK,i  Ihc  iJW,'' 

■  Tliroiivll  the  d(i(ir!     \V«-i  it  open  IIh'ii'  " 

■  Mo.  sir,  il  uiis  "hill  nnd  liolli-d.  8«hc  jiirl  iiinir  llirouKli  it 
w  if  it  wd-iit  tliiTP.  Tlicn  I  (idled  to  lii>  Icii-d-liip  iiMer  t^lic 
liiid  bci'n  looking  lit  liim  for  li^df  a  niiniitc  or  so.  for  I  cd.ildnt 
"pi'iik  d  llrnt.  Tlii'reV  onr  morf  llnnf.',  or  riillu'r  two  On  licr 
head  was  a  lilll-  cap  tliat  lookmj  i,<  lliouxli  it  had  Iwi^n  made 
from  tlie  skia  of  n  l)ird,  »illi  a  void  siaikc  ri.^inv  np  in  front 
whidi  snake  was  Ilia  first  lliiufi  I  ratijflit  «lfflit  of.  a-  of  .'ourfi-  It 
would  1)0,  sir.  Also  thi'  dresu  she  woro  was  -o  lliin  that  lliruiivli 
It  I  fonld  fpi"  licr  shape  and  the  sandals  mi  Iht  feit,  which  witi- 
fa.Meiipd  at  the  instep  with  finds  of  sold.' 

"  I  saw  no  feather  tap  or  snake."  saiil  llajinall 
■Then   tlmfs  the  oddest   part    of   the   whol-   luisiness,"    I 
remarked.     "  Go  back  to  youi    room,   Ijoth  of  vou,  and  if  vou 
see  anything  more,  rail  me.    I  want  to  think  thinj<s  over     ' 

They  went,  in  a  bewildered  sort  of  fashion,  oiid  1  called  Hans 
anil  spoke  with  hira  in  a  whisper,  repeating  to  him  the  lillle  that 
he  had  not  understood  of  our  talk,  for  as  1  have  said,  allhou»h 
he  nnvor  spoke  it,  Huns  knew  a  voiid  denl  of  Knfilisli. 

•'  Now,  flans,"  I  said  to  hira,  "  what  Is  the  use  of  vrnp  Von 
arc  no  belter  than  a  fraud.  You  pretend  to  be  the  best  u,ili  li- 
doR  In  Africa,  and  yel  a  woman  comes  into  thii  house  under 
your  nose  and  in  the  grey  of  the  morniiij:,  and  vou  do  not  see 
tier.     NMierc  is  your  reputation.  Hans?  " 

The  old  fellow  Rrew  almost  speechless  with  liidiitnalion,  then 
lie  spluttered  his  answer : 

"  It  was  not  a  woman,  Baas,  but  a  spook.  Wlio  am  1  that  I 
should  be  expected  to  cnlch  spooks  as  thouiili  they  were  thieves 
or  rats?  As  it  happens  I  was  wide  awake  Imlf  an  hour  before 
h?  dawn  and  lay  with  niy  eyes  Oxed  upon  tliat  door,  which  1 
bolted  myself  Inst  night.  It  never  opened,  Baas;  moreover  «ince 
this  talk  began  I  have  been  to  look  at  if.  During  the  night  a 
spider  has  made  its  web  fr^m  door-post  to  door-post,  and  that 
web  IS  unbroken,  «  you  do  not  believe  me,  come  and  see  for 
yourself.  Yet  they  say  the  woman  came  through  the  doorway 
and  therefore  through  the  spider's  web.  Oh  1  Baas  what  is  the 
use  of  wasting  thought  upon  the  wavs  of  spooks  which  like  the 
wind,  conie  and  go  as  they  will,  especially  in  this  haunted  land 
from  which,  as  we  have  all  agreed,  we  should  do  well  to  net 
away.  " 

I  went  and  examined  the  door  for  mv-"lf.  for  bv  now  my 
jciatica,  or  whatever  it  may  have  been,  was  so  much  better  that 
I  could  walk  a  little.  What  Hans  said  wos  true.  There  was  the 
spider  3  web  with  the  spider  sitting  in  the  middle     AUo  some 


TTTK    rnVKU.KR    IN   THE   (AVF. 


17ft 


.iili'l- 
.1.  H. 


Il 


ol  llie  tliiwid-  of  Ihi'  well  wriv  flsi'il  Irmii  |ioi|  In  |i(i-(.  -ii  that 
it  ««•  inipo-'ililc  Ihiil  till-  diHir  mulil  liaw  liw'ti  npi'iicil  ur,   if 

oIii-iiimI.   iIuiI  niiN coulil  liavr   |)(ii.<i'rl   lliroimh   llin  ilcii.rrtiiv 

wilhuiil  hriMJciiiB  Ihcin,  Thwiforc  urili<-  ihi-  wimiiiii  nnn'i- 
Ihrouuli  oiif  (if  ihr  lliil,.  »iiiilii»-|iliin-.  Hlii.h  wm-  linio.t 
illiTPdililc  iH  llic>  Hill'  liivli  iiJHiM'  llic  vMiiiiiil.  or  iliii|i|  I  Inini 
llii'  Miiiiki'-lKilc  ill  llii>  rouf.  ur  Imil  lii-i'ii  -hut  iiilu  tin-  1 1.,,     •,  ti.'ii 

llic  dlHll'  Hll-  lliiMMl  oil  thf  |iri\io,.      Ili^lll.    I   roilld   MpI    ^    •     :i,a\ 

*lli'   liud   iUTi\cd    Ili'Tf.      And    if   ;iiiv    oih'   of    llir-  ■    i  i.  p  .'ihli- 
*ii|)|><wilioiii<  \vii.  rormi,  thi'ii  how  did  ^he  |!i-l  i  mi 
two  men  «iiloliiii>.'  lifr!' 

ThoiT  wiTf  only  two  !<oliilioii«  lo  llii'  |irohlcn.  -.. 
Ihi'  wlioli'  oiTiiriiiiic  wii-;  liiilluilniition.  iii'  lliiit  i,  f  i,  I.  11:  mh.I, 
mid  SiiviiKc  had  si'Cii  Mmiilliiii^  iinihiliind  mid  i,iii;iiiiiv  h  Ijh- 
liiller  \viT>'  corrct  I  only  wislu-d  tliiit  I  Ik.. I  ,)i,,Hrl  ih' 
pxppricrtii'.  as  I  Imve  always  loniicd  lu  s.'i  a  flin-l  .\  r.ii. 
iMilispnlabU'  ^'iio-l  would  !«■  a  (in-ul  su|i|iorl  to  our  douliiii' 
minds,  Dial  is  if  kc  Imew  its  owner  In  lie  i|i'a<l 

Uiit— this  was  uiiolhiTllioii)(ht— if  hy  an)  cliaiic.'  Ladv  lia^nall 
wore  still  alive  anil  a  pri-oner  upon  thai  nmuntain.  what  they 
had  seen  was  no  fjlio-t.  hut  u  shadow  or  swiiihiiiiim  of  a  lixinj; 
person  [irojocled  loii'-eiously  or  uneonsciouslv  liv  lliat  person  fur 
-ome  unknown  purpose.  What  could  tlie'pnipo-e  hei  A-  it 
ilianeod  llie  answer  was  not  dillleiill.  and  In  il  the  woriN  -he 
was  reported  to  have  uttered  xave  a  eiie  Onlv  a  few  liniirs 
H(ro.  jusl  before  we  turned  in  indeed,  as  I  h.ue  said  we  had 
been  diseussinv  matters.  What  I  have  not  said  is  thai  in  the 
end  we  arrived  .it  the  loneliiBion  that  our  que-t  here  was  wild 
and  usele.s  and  that  we  should  do  well  lo  trv  lo  eseape  from 
the  place  before  we  beeanie  Involved  in  a  war'of  e.xlerniination 
between  two  hranehes  of  an  obscure  tribe,  one  of  which  was 
i|iiite  and  the  other  scmi-savase. 

Indeed,  allhonjih  Rapnall  still  hung  back  a  litlle.  it  had  been 
arranged  that  I  should  Iry  lo  purchase  camels  in  exchange  for 
VLns,  unless  1  could  get  them  for  nothing  which  might  be  less 
suspicious,  and  that  we  should  aUenipt  such  an  esca|ie  under 
cover  of  an  expedition  to  kill  the  iflephani  Jana. 

Supposing  such  a  vision  to  be  possible,  Ihcu  might  il  not 
have  come,  or  been  sent  to  deter  us  from  Ibis  pl.ini  II  wr.ilii 
seem  so. 

Thus  rellecting  I  went  lo  sleep  worn  ont  with  useless  wonder- 
menl,  and  did  not  wake  again  till  breakf.ist  lime.  That  morning 
when  we  were  alone  together,  Ragnall  snid  to  me : 

"  I  have  been  thinking  over  what  Imppenrd,  or  seemed  to 
happen  Inst  night.  I  am  not  at  all  a  snperslilions  man  or  one 
given  to  vain  imaginings,  but  t  am  sure  that  Savage  and  I  rcallv 
did  see  and  hear  the  spirit  or  the  shadow  of  my  wife      Her  body 
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it  could  not  have  been  as  yo\i  will  admit,  though  how  ghe  covild 
nttcr,  or  seem  to  uttoVi  audible  speech  without  one  is  more  than 
I  can  tell.  Also  I  am  sure  that  she  is  cuptive  upon  yonder 
mountiiiii  nnd  came  to  rail  me  to  rescue  her.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  leel  that  it  is  ray  duty,  as  \\\11  as  my  desire,  to 
give  up  any  idea  ol  leaving  Hie  country  and  to  try  to  find  out 
the  truth." 

"  And  how  will  you  do  that,"  1  asked,  "  seeing  that  no  one 
will  tell  us  anything?  " 

"  Jly  going  to  see  for  mysell. " 

"  It  is  impossibli',  Kagnall.  I  am  too  lame  at  present  to  walk 
half  a  mile,  much  less  to  climb  precipices." 

"  I  know,  and  that  is  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  did  not  suggest 
th.it  yon  should  accompany  me.  The  other  is  that  there  is  no 
object  in  all  of  us  risking  our  lives.  I  wished  to  face  the  thing 
alone,  but  that  ,';ood  fellow  Savage  says  that  he  will  go  where 
I  go.  having  you  and  Hans  here  to  make  further  attempts  if 
we  do  not  return.  Our  plan  is  to  slip  out  of  the  town  during 
the  night,  wearing  white  dresses  like  the  Kendah,  of  which 
1  have  bought  some  for  tobacco,  and  make  the  best  of  our  way 
up  the  slope  by  starlight  that  is  very  bright  now.  When  dawn 
comes  we  will  try  to  fin  '■  the  road  through  that  precipice,  or 
over  it,  and  for  the  rest  trust  to  Providence." 

Dismayed  at  this  intelligence,  I  did  nil  T  could  to  dissuade  him 
from  such  a  mad  venture,  but  quite  without  avail,  for  never  dirt 
I  kno\v  a  more,  determined  or  more  fearless  man  than  Lord 
Ragnall.  He  had  made  up  his  mind  iind  there  was  an  end  of  the 
matter.  Afterwards  I  talked  with  Savage,  pointing  out  to  him 
all  the  perils  involved  in  the  attempt,  but  likewise  without  avail. 
IFe  was  more  depressed  than  usual,  apparently  on  the  ground 
that  "  having  seen  the  ghost  of  her  ladyship  "  he  was  sure  he 
had  not  long  to  live.  Still,  he  declared  that  where  his  master 
went  he  would  go,  as  he  preferred  to  die  with  him  rather  than 
alone. 

So  I  w as  obliged  to  give  in  and  with  a  melancholy  heart  to  do 
what  I  could  to  help  in  the  simple  preparations  for  this  crazy 
undertaking,  realising  all  Ihe  while  that  the  only  real  help  must 
come  from  above,  since  in  such  a  case  man  was  powerless.  I 
should  add  that  after  consultation,  Ragnnll  gave  up  the  idea  of 
n<ioptin2  a  Kendah  disguise  which  was  certain  to  be  discovered, 
I'so  of  starting  at  night  when  the  town  was  guarded. 

Th.it.  very  aftornoon  they  went,  going  out  of  the  town  quite 
openly  on  the  pretext  of  shooting  pnrlridges  and  small  buck  on 
Ihe  lower  slopes  of  the  mountain,  where  both  were  numeron- 
as  llarrtt  had  informed  us  we  were  quite  at  liberty  to  do.  ""h™ 
farewell  was  somewhat  sad.  especially  with  Savage,  who  ^;,ve 
me  a  letter  he  had  written  for  hi>  old  mother  in  England, 
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lequesting  ms  to  post  it  i{  ever  again  I  came  to  a  civili'^ed  land. 

I  did  my  bes-t  to  put  a  better  spirit  in  him  but  without  avail. 
He  only  wrun^  my  hand  warmly,  said  that  it  was  a  pleasure  to 
have  known  such  a  "  real  gentleman  "  as  myself,  and  expressed 
n  hope  tliat  I  mifrht  get  out  of  this  hell  and  live  to  a  green  old 
age  amongst  Christians.  Then  he  wiped  away  n  tear  with  the 
eutl  of  his  coat,  touched  his  linl  in  the  orlhodox  fashion  and 
departed.  Their  outfit,  I  should  add,  was  very  simple:  some 
food  in  hags,  a  flask  of  spirits,  two  double-barrelled  guns  that 
would  shoot  either  shot  or  ball,  a  bull's-eye  lantern,  matches 
and  their  pistols. 

Uans  walked  with  them  a  little  way  and,  leav'ng  them  outside 
the  town,  returned. 

"  Why  do  you  look  so  gloomy,  Hans?  "  I  .asked. 

"  Because,  Baas,"  he  answered,  twiddling  his  hat,  "  I  had 
grown  to  be  fond  of  the  white  man,  Bcna,  who  was  always  very 
kind  to  me  and  did  not  treat  me  like  dirt  as  low-horn  whites  are 
apt  to  do.  Also  he  cooked  well,  and  now  I  shall  have  to  do 
that  work  which  I  do  not  like." 

"  Wh.Tt  do  you  mean,  Hans?    The  man  isn't  dead,  is  he?  " 

"  No,  Baas,  but  soon  he  will  be,  for  the  shadow  of  death  is 
in  his  eyes." 

"  Then  how  abo'  t  Lord  Ragnall?  " 

"  I  saw  no  shadow  in  his  eyes;  I  think  that  he  will  live,  Bi^as." 

1  tried  to  get  some  e)fplanation  of  these  dark  sayings  out  of  the 
lIoMentot.  but  he  would  add  nothing  to  his  words. 

A'^  the  following  night  I  lay  awake  Tdled  with  heavy  fears 
which  deepened  as  the  hours  went  on.  Jnst  before  dawn  we 
heard  a  knocking  on  our  door  and  Ragpall's  voice  whispering 
to  us  to  open.  Hans  did  so  while  I  lit  a  candle,  of  which  we 
had  a  good  supply.  As  it  burned  up  Ragnall  entered,  and  from 
his  face  I  saw  at  once  that  something  terrible  had  happeued.  He 
went  to  the  jar  where  we  kept  our  water  and  drank  three 
pannikinfuls,  one  after  the  other.  Then  withont  wailing  to  be 
asked,  he  said : 

"  Savage  is  dead,"  and  paused  a  while  as  though  some  awful 
recollection  overcame  him.  "Listen,"  he  went  on  presently. 
"  We  worked  up  the  hillside  without  firing,  allhonch  we  saw 
plenty  of  partridges  and  one  buck,  till  just  as  twilight  was 
closing  in,  we  came  to  the  cliff  fnci".  Here  we  perceived  a  track 
thai  ran  to  the  mouth  of  a  n.arrow  cave  or  tunnel  in  the  lava  rock 
of  the  precipice,  which  looked  quite  unclimbahle.  While  we 
were  wrndcrini  what  to  do,  eight  or  ten  white-robed  men 
appeared  out  of  the  shadows  and  seized  us  before  we  could  make 
any  resiKlance.  After  talkinc  together  for  a  little  they  took 
nsvay  nnr  guns  and  pistols,  witli  w  hich  some  of  them  disappeared. 
The;,  their  loader,  with  many  bows,  indicated  that  we  were  at 
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liberty  lo  prm-etnl  by  pointing  (ir?t  (o  the  month  oJ  llio  cave,  ami 
uext    to   the    top    of    the    prccipire,    saving   sometliing   iilwnf 
tiifianc.    whieli  I  believe  luenn?  n  little  ohild,  does  it  not?  " 
i  nodde<l,  und  he  h  ent  on : 

"  Alter  this  they  nil  depnrled  down  the  liill,  smiling  in  a 
fashion  that  distnrbed  me.  We  slood  for  a  while  irresolute 
nntU  It  lieeanic  quite  dark.  1  ask.^d  Savage  what  he  thought  we 
had  heller  do.  exjiecling  that  he  would  sav  '  Kelurn  lo  (he 
town.'    To  my  surprise,  he  answered  : 

■'Go  on,  of  lourse,  my  h)rd.  Dotil  let  those  brutes  sav 
lluil  we  while  men  darenl  walk  a  step  without  our  gun-' 
Indeed,  m  any  case  1  mean  to  goon,  even  if  your  lordship  won't.' 
Whilst  he  spoke  he  took  a  bull'seve  l.intern  from  his  food- 
bag,  which  had  not  been  interfered  wilh  bv  Ihe  Kendall,  and  lit 
It.  I  stared  al  him  amazed,  for  Ihe  iiiaji  senned  lo  be  animated 
by  some  tremendous  purpose.  Or  lallier  it  was  as  though  a 
force  from  without  had  got  hold  of  his  will  and  were  pushin" 
him  on  lo  an  unknown  end.  Indeed  liis  next  words  showed  that 
this  was  so,  for  he  exclaimed  : 

There  is  something  drawing  me  into  that  cave,  my  lord  It 
may  be  death;  I  think  it  is  death,  hut  whalever  it  be  go  I  must 
Perhaps  yon  would  do  well  to  stoji  outside  till  I  have  seen.' 

■'  I  stepped  forward  to  catch  hold  of  the  man.  who  1  Ihoiiglit 
had  gone  mad,  as  perhaps  was  the  case.  '  Before  I  i>ould  lav  mv 
hands  on  lum  he  had  run  rapidlv  Jo  Ihe  mouth  of  the  cave'  ()f 
course  I  followed,  but  when  1  reached  its  entrance  the  slar  of 
Iiglit  tlirowii  forward  by  (he  buH's-eyc  lanleni  showed  me  thai 
he  was  already  about  eight  vanls  down  llie  tunnel  Then  I 
heard  a  terrible  hissing  noise  and  Savage  exclaiming  '  Oh  '  mv 
(lOd  !  twice  over.  As  he  spoke  the  lantern  fell  from  his  hand 
but  did  not  go  out,  because,  as  vou  know,  il  is  made  to  buru  iii 
any  posilion.  I  leapt  forwanl  and  |iicked  il  from  Ihe  ground 
and  xvJule  1  was  doing  so  became  aware  thai  Savage  was  ruiiniiw 
still  fJTrtber  into  the  depths  of  the  cave.  I  lifted  the  lanlcrn 
above  my  head  and  looked. 

"This  was  what  I  saw  :  Ahoul  ten  pares  from  me  «.,-  Savair.> 
Willi  his  iirms  onlslrelched  and  daiiciiig_ves  ilanci.|g_^(irs)  t,, 
Ihe  right  and  then  lo  the  left,  with  a  kind  of  horril.ic  gra.e  and 
lo  the  tune  of  a  hideous  hissing  music  I  hdil  the  lantern 
higher  and  p^Tceived  that  bevond  him.  lifl.MJ  eight  or  nine  feel 
inio  the  air,  nearly  to  the  roof  of  Iho  liinml  in  fact  i.  i,-  Um- 
head  of  the  hugesi  snake  of  which  1  have  ever  heard  II  was 
no  broad  as  the  bollom  of  a  wheelbarrow —were  it  ciil  off  I 
fhini;  it  would  fill  a  large  wheelbarrow  ^wliilc  the  neck  upon 
which  il  was  supported  was  ipiite  as  thick  as  mv  middle  and  Ihe 
undulaling  body  behind  il.  which  stretched  f,.r  a«av  iido  Ihe 
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darkiic<?.  whs  of  Hk  size  of  iiii  cighfei'ii-ciilloii  cask  mid  glittered 
IL'reeii  and  grey,  lined  and  :  iduslied  with  silver  and  with  gold. 

"  II  Idssed  and  swayed  its  great  head  to  the  right,  holiiiu,'? 
Savage  with  cold  eyes  that  yet  seemed  to  he  on  Arc,  whereon 
he  danced  to  the  right,  it  hissed  again  and  swaVed  its  lieud  to 
th!  left,  whereon  he  danced  to  the  left.  Then  suddenlv  i! 
reared  its  head  right  to  the  lop  of  the  cave  and  so  remained 
for  a  few  seconds,  whereon  Savage  stood  still,  hending  a  little 
forward,  as  though  he  were  liowing  to  the  reptile.  iNcxt  instant, 
like  a  flash  it  slmck.  for  I  saw  its  white  fangs  hury  themselves 
in  the  hack  of  S.ivage.  who  with  a  kind  of  sigh  fell  forward  on 
to  his  face.  Then  there  was  a  convnision  of  Ihosf  shining  folds, 
followed  hy  a  sound  as  of  hones  heing  gronnd  up  in  a  ste,im- 
driven  mortar. 

"  I  staggered  againsi  the  wall  of  the  cave  and  shut  mv  eyes 
for  a  moment,  for  I  felt  faint.  Wlien  I  opened  them  again  it 
was  to  see  something  flat,  misshapen,  elongated  like  a  reflection 
in  a  spoon,  something  that  had  lieeii  Savage  lying  on  the  floor, 
and  stretched  out  over  it  the  huge  serpent  studying  me  with 
its  steely  eyes.  Then  I  ran;  I  am  not  ashamed  to  -ay  1  ran  out 
of  that  horrihle  hot.   ani  far  into  llie  nielli    ' 

"  Small  blame  to  yon.  I  said,  adiling:  '  Han-  si\e  me  some 
sqnare-face  nenl."  For  I  fell  as  ipieer  as  though  I  al-o  had  tieen 
in  that  cave  with  it-  i.  ■  rdian. 

"  There  is  very  lillli-  aiore  to  tell.'  went  Of>  R.ignall  alter  f 
had  drunk  the  holland-  I  lost  my  way  on  th-  iimuntiiin  sid'' 
and  wandered  for  mnn\  lion*-  lill  ai  last" I  Mnnd'-red  up  again<t 
one  of  the  outermost  lioo~<-.  of  the  lown,  .ifter  «l(i/h  things 
were  easy.  Perliap.>  I  -fionid  .iod  f%at  wherever  \  went  on  my 
««■.  down  the  niouiitain  it  -ii'eiri^d  lo  nje  tli.it  I  laanl  people 
laughing  at  ine  In  an  iin"»tiHMl  kiiiij  '4  wiire      That's  all.  ' 

.Wter  this  xe  sat  sileid  for  a  long  mhAf  till  at  ^ngth  Hans 
-i*id  in  hi^  unmoved  tone  : 

The  light  h.i^  .((Hie.  liaa-  Studl  I  hlow  out  the  ...ndle. 
wliioh  it  is  »■  pity  to  waste"  Also  *!<■/-  the  Baas  wish  Bif  to 
iijok  the  breakfesi,  no>-.  that  the  ^llakf■  devil  i<  making  hi.-  f4l 
Bena.  a-  f  hope  to  make  mine  olT  him  before  ;iM  is  iloiie.  Snake* 
.in  verv  goon  to  e,it,  Uaa-  if  \ou  know  1k;w  to  dri's-  them  in 
th-    Hotteulot  way.' 
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CHAPTER  Xn 
HASS   STEALS   THE   KEYS 

A  FEW  hours  lnt>;r  -ome  of  the  While  Keiidah  arrived  at  thi 
house  niiii  very  politely  delivered  to  us  Ragnall's  and  pour 
SavHge's  guus  and  pistols,  which  they  said  they  had  found  lyinp 
IB  thf  grass  on  the  mountain  side,  and  with  tliem  the  l/uU's-oye 
tentern  that  Ragnull  had  thrown  away  in  his  Bight;  all  of  which 
articles  I  accepted  without  comment.  That  evening  also  HarOt 
called  and,  after  salutations,  asked  where  Bena  was  as  he  did  not 
see  him.    Then  my  indignation  broke  out : 

"  Oh!  white-bearded  father  of  liars,"  1  said,  "  you  know  well 
that  he  is  in  the  belly  of  the  serpent  which  lives  in  the  cave  ol 
the  mountain." 

"  What,  Lordl  "  exclaimed  Hardt  addressing  Ragnall  in  hi« 
peculiar  English,  "  have  you  been  for  walk  up  to  hole  in  hill 
Suppose  Bena  want  see  big  snake.    He  always  very  fond  of 
snake,  you  know,  and  they  very  fond  of  him.     You   'member 
how  they  come  out  of  his  pocket  iu  your  house  in  England 
Well,  he  know  all  about  snake  now  " 

"  You  villain!  "  ejcclnimed  Ragnall,  "  you  murderer  I  I  havo 
a  mind  to  kill  you  where  vou  are." 

■'  Why  you  choke  me.  Lord,  because  snake  choke  your  man? 
Poor  ?nake,  he  only  want  dinner.  If  you  go  where  lion  live, 
lion  kill  you.  If  you  go  where  snake  live,  snake  kill  you.  I  tell 
you  not  go.  You  take  no  notice.  Now  J  tell  you  all — giB  if  you 
wish,  no  one  stop  you.  Perhaps  you  kill  siiake.  who  know^ 
Only  you  no  take  gun  there,  please.  That  not  allowed.  When 
you  tired  of  this  town,  fo  see  snake.  Only,  'member  that  nol 
right  way  to  House  of  Child.  There  another  way  which  you 
never  find. " 

"Look  here,"  said  Ragnnll,  'what  ij  the  use  of  all  fhii 
foolery?  You  know  very  v(ll  why  we  are  in  your  devilish 
country.  It  is  because  I  beiie-.e  you  have  stolen  my  wife  I  ' 
make  her  the  priestess  of  your  evil  religion  whatever  it  may  bf, 
and  I  want  her  back." 

"  Al!  this  great  mift«ke,"  replied  Harllt  blandly.    "  We  no 
IBQ 
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steal  beautiful  lady  you  marry  because  we  find  «he  not  right 
priestess.  Also  Maciunazana  here  not  to  look  fur  ludy  Imt  to 
kill  elephant  Jana  and  get  pay  in  ivory  like  cood  business  man. 
You,  Lord,  come  with  him  as  friend  though  we  no  ask  you, 
that  all.  Then  you  try  find  tomple  of  our  god  and  snake  which 
watch  door  kill  your  servant.    Why  we  not  kill  you,  eh?  " 

"  Because  you  are  afraid  to,"  answered  Ragnall  boldly. 
"  Kill  me  if  you  can  and  take  the  consequences     1  qui  reatly." 

HarQt  studied  him  not  without  admiralron. 

"  You  very  brave  man,"  he  said,  "  and  we  no  wish  kill  you 
and  p'raps  after  ell  everything  come  right  in  end.  Only  Child 
know  about  that.  Also  you  help  us  light  liiark  Kendnh  by  and 
by.  So,  IjOrd,  you  quite  safe  unless  you  liij  fool  and  go  call  on 
snnke  in  cave.  He  very  hungry  snake  and  soon  want  nior« 
dinner.  You  hear,  Liglil  in-Darkness,  Lonl-ni-thc-Fire,  '  he 
added  suddenly  turning  on  Hans  who  was  squaltid  near  by 
twiddling  bis  hat  with  a  face  that  for  absolute  cipassiveness 
resembled  a  deal  board.  "  You  hear,  he  very  hungry  snake, 
and  you  make  nice  tea  for  him." 

Hans  rolled  his  little  yellow  eyes  without  even  turning  his 
head  until  they  rested  on  the  stately  countenance  of  Harftt.  and 
answered  in  Bantu : 

"  I  hear.  Liar- with-the- White-Beard,  but  what  have  I  to  do 
with  this  matter?  Jana  is  my  enemy  who  would  have  killed 
Mai'uma/.aiia,  my  master,  not  your  dirty  snake  What  is  the 
good  of  this  snake  of  yours?  If  it  were  any  eood,  why  does  it 
not  kill  Jana  whom  you  hate?  And  if  it  is  lic  -ood,  why  do  you 
not  take  a  stick  and  knock  it  on  the  head?  1£  you  are  afraid  I 
will  do  so  for  you  if  you  pay  me  That  for  your  snake,"  and 
very  energetically  he  spat  upon  the  floor. 

"  All  right,"  said  Harflt.  still  speaking  in  English,  "  you  go 
kill  snake.  Go  when  you  like,  no  one  say  no.  Then  we  give 
you  new  name.     Then  we  call  you  Lord-of-tlie-Snake.  ' 

As  Hans,  who  now  was  engaged  in  lighting  his  corn-cob  pipe, 
did  not  deign  to  answer  these  remarks,  Kaidt  turned  to  me  and 
said : 

"  Lord  Macumnzana,  your  leg  still  bad,  eh?  Well.  I  bring 
you  some  ointment  what  make  it  quite  well;  it  holy  ointment 
lonie  from  tha  Chil-,;.     We  want  you  get  '.veil  quick." 

Then  suddenly  he  broke  into  Bantu.  "  .My  Lord,  war  draws 
near.  The  Black  Kendnh  are  gathering  idi  their  stronglli  to 
attack  us  and  we  must  have  your  aid  I  go  ilown  to  tin-  River 
Tava  to  see  to  certain  matters,  as  to  the  reapina  nt  the  outlying 
crops  and  other  things.  Within  a  week  I  will  lie  back;  then  we 
must  talk  again,  for  by  that  time,  if  you  will  use  the  ointment 
that  I  have  given  you,  you  will  be  as  well  as  ever  you  were  in 
your  life.    Rub  it  on  your  leg,  and  mix  a  piece  as  large  as  a 
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^^  •!  .^T  J"  ^f""  '""'  ~"''"""  'I  "'  '"»■''"  'I  i."  ""♦  poison, 
nrnrt,,  P,f  t'*"""  ""■  fi"  ""  "  '"""  -"'henwar,.  pot  which  he 
produml   he   scooped   from   il    »vith    his   Huge,,   iome   of  \hc 

So'M.d"f''''''  '"'"'"''  ""'  "'^^'   '""   "   ""  •""  tongue  and 
Then  lir  rose  nnil  dcp«rted  with  lii-  uhiiiI  Ikih- 
Ilere  1  imiy  :<tute  lliaf  I  used  Harills  presciiplion   with  the 
most  excell,,,!  results.     That  nif,hl  I  took  ,  ,|„s,.  i„  n  ate     very 
nasty  It  w,-,>,  nnd  rubhed  my  !,.,,.  with  ll„.  ,i„ff.  ,o  flnd  tt^ii    icxl 
mormnt.'  all  paw.  had  left  n.e  and  that    exeept  for  "o„,n  lm, 
weakness,  I  wn^  prarlieally  ,-.■>  ,,ell,     I  ke  .1  the  re     of  th 
salv,.  for  years,   and   it   pre  .d   a   perferl    spkiU     i  ,   ea  eVof 
scirtlua  and  rheumatism.     .\„w.  alas  !  it  i«  ,,!!  „sn,|  „,„   no  reclDc 
IS  available  from  whirli  it  can  he  made  up  aeain  ^ 

The  ne.xt  few  days  passed  imeventfnli;      As  so„„  ,„  i  ,.„„|,| 
walk  I  hepan  In  ^o  about  th.  t„«„,   wl.i,.,,  was         I   „„  ^^t 
scattered  yillafre  „,urh  resemhlin*;  thns,.  lo  b"  -eon  „„  II  ep,"", 

coasts  of  .\f,.i,a.     .NVarly  .dl  the  n.en  seem, ,  |, '  a    a      maki  ,' 

preparations  for  the  iMCves,  J  suppose  ,.»d  as  II,,' women  s.?,^ 
h'  fr:';',:,.'",'  "'"";"•  'r-'-  "'"-rfe  Oriemal  fashioirtiough 
I  Vi  bat  ~a«  about  were  unveiled  ,i,id  rather  uood-lookine 
I  did  no    gallier  any  inlellipen.e  worth  notinff.  *'• 

To  lell  the  ruth.  I  cannot  reneniber  beii,..  m  a  morr 
uninteresting  ph„.e  ,ha„  this  linl,.  ,„w„  will,  i|s  ., tremdv 
uncommunica  iNc  popniation  whi.b.  il  seemed  tom'li  edSr 

shadow  o    fear  that  prevenled  all  p Iv.     I-A-n  the  ,  hiklren 

of   whom   there   wer.'  not   uianv    erer.l    -ibont    i.,  "'"r"^''; 

fashion  and  lalked  in  a  low  voiee    'V  L  er '  aw' a  ly'^rrhTm 
playing  games  or  beard  them  shouting  and  laughiiras  vouZ 
people  do  in  nios     nar|.^  of  l|ii.  worlil      i.v...  H.n  J„  .        •*"""'- 
very  «e„  looked  af/er.     p'lenl  '  o}^  I'o  o 'l  w    ',/;,;   '(.^^"..raml 
every  thought  taken  (or  our  ,..,nforl.     Thus  a  siroi  g  and  nu  n 
pony  was  brought  for  me  to  ride  because  of  n  v    amcner 
had  only  to  go  out  of  Ibe  house  and  call  and  it  arrived  from 
somewhere,  all  ready  suldled  and  bridle.l.   in  charge  of  a  l3 
wd.0  appeared  to  be^dumb      At  any  rale  when  I    poke  to  hh 
he  would  not  answer.  ^ 

Mounted  on  this  pony  I  look  on,-  „r  l«o  rides  along  the 
southern  slopes  of  the  mountain  on  lb,-  old  pretext  of  sho^ot  i  g 
for  the  10!.  Hans  accompanied  me  on  Ihese  Occasions  h  it  vv"/ 
I  noted,  very  sibMit  and  thoughtful,  as  though  he  were  huntog 
son  elhing  up  and  down  his  tortuous  i,d,dligence.     Once  vve  Z 

lid  ri"'/"  T  "■•;""'  ?'  '•"■  ''"• '"  "'""-'  «'"->-^  poor  Savage 
liad  met  bis  horrid  ,-nd.  As  wn  stood  studving  t  a  white' 
robed  man  whose  bead  was  .h„v,vl,  wlii.h  made  me  ?hi  k  he 
miisl  be  _,  priest,  ,-ame  up  and  aske,l  me  mockinglv  w^v  e  did 
not  go  through  Ibe  ;unnel  ,„„1  see  what  lav  beyond    ■■.dding 
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iilniniil  in  the  words  of  Ilnrrtl  himself,  tliiit  iioii"  would  iillenipt 
to  interfere  witli  u?  us  llie  roiid  was  open  to  Hiiy  wlio  rouhJ 
travel  it.  lly  wuy  of  iinswer  I  only  smiled  mid  piit  him  ii  few 
questions  iihout  u  very  beautiful  hreed  of  goals  with  long  .-ilky 
linir.  some  of  wliioli  he  seemed  to  he  engaged  in  herding.  He 
replied  thai  Ihe-e  goats  were  sacred,  being  the  food  of  ■  one 
who  dwelt  in  llie  Monnlain  who  only  ale  when  the  moon 
(hanged ." 

When  I  inquired  who  this  (lerson  was  lie  said  with  his 
iinpleasniit  smile  that  I  hud  better  go  through  the  liiniiel  ,'ind 
see  for  myself,  ;iii  invitation  whieh  I  did  nol  iucept. 

That  evening  Ilurflt  appeared  nnexpertedly.  hiokiiig  very  grave 
and  tronbled  He  was  in  a  great  hurry  anil  onlv  staved  lonsr 
enough  to  congratulate  me  n|ion  the  excellent  effects  of  his  oint- 
ment, since  •■  no  man  could  light  Jana  on  one  leg  " 

I  askcl  him  when  the  flght  with  Jana  was  to  come  off  He 
replied  : 

■'  Lonl,  I  go  up  to  the  .Mountain  to  attend  the  KeasI  of  the 
Kirst-frnils,  which  is  held  »l  ~nnrise  on  the  dav  of  the  new 
moon.  After  Iho  offering  the  Oracle  will  speak  and  we  shall 
learn  when  there  will  be  war  with  Jana,  and  iierehance  other 
things." 

"  .May  we  not  attend  this  feasi,  HarrtI,  who  are  weary  of  doing 
nothing  here?  " 

■Certainly,"  he  answered  with  his  grave  bow.  "  That  is, 
if  you  come  unarineifc  fur  to  appear  before  Ihe  Child  with  arms 
is  death.  You  know  the  road;  it  runs  through  voiidcr  cave  and 
the  forest  beyond  the  cave.     Take  it  when  you  will,  Lord." 

"  Then  if  we  can  pass  the  cave  we  shall  be  welccmie  at  the 
feast:'  ' 

■  Yon  will  be  very  welcome,  .None  -hall  hurt  vou  tlu're, 
going  or  returning.  I  swear  it  by  the  Child.  Oh  !  Maenmuzana. " 
he  added,  smiling  a  little,  ■  why  do  yon  talk  folly,  who  know- 
well  that  one  dv.ells  in  yonder  cave  v\ liom  none  may  look  upon 
and  live,  as  Reiia  learned  nut  long  ago?  You  are  Ihinkiiig  lliat  ~ 
perhaps  you  might  kill  Ihis  Dweller  in  Ibe  ave  with  your 
weapons.  Put  away  Ihal  dream,  seeing  (li.il  henceforth  tlio-e 
who  watch  yon  have  orders  lo  see  that  none  of  yon  leave  this 
house  carrying  so  much  as  a  knife.  Indeed,  unless  you  will 
promise  me  thai  this  shall  he  so  .vou  will  not  be  sn|'i,,red  lo  set 
foot  outsidi'  lis  garden  iinlil  1  return  again.  .Now  do  you 
[iromise?  " 

I  thoughl  a  while  and.  drawing  the  two  others  aside  out  of 
hearing,  asked  lliem  their  opinion. 

Rugiiall  was  at  first  unwilling  lo  give  any  siioh  promise,  but 
Han?  s,iid  : 

'  Haas,  it  is  heller  to  go  free  and  nnhnil  witlmut  guns  and 
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voice  of  tile  Oracle  '•  '"'"  ''"''  »'"=■•  •  ''"^e  heard  the 

that  there  is  ,,„  rond  "  ""'^  ''°'''''  ""''''^h  mea"- 

^;3^id?^Tc„t^t';^--^ 

kettle  of  coffoc,^-    '         "'  "'"""''^'"^^l  "<i„s  appeared  with  t 
;;  flans."  r  said,  "  yoii  arc  a  thief  " 
les,  liaas.     anpwered  Ifan? 

and  all  is  right  now  The  Baas^m^u Tnn,  '^'"'  '  '""''  "  ""'^ 
very  dull  doi„s  notliinR  1  ere  WmTl  e  R,  *"  "T  ^"'  "  '• 
well  as  epgo  "  h  "  rP-     ""' the  Baases  eat  porridge  a- 

ov;^  %::^  w^.""n:;;;l^^„t;t'i^^"L"'"' "-  r'^'^  «- 
h-r::-'d!^X'"^  "^  ^'-o?  .^^  n^— -- -^.;j:; 
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"  Would  the  Baases  like  to  walk  tUrouRh  that  cave  to-iiiBhIf 
IJ  so,  there  will  be  no  trouble." 

"  What  do  you  mean?  "  I  asked,  suapecling  that  lie  was  still 
drunk. 

"  I  mean.  Baas,  that  the  Dweller-in-the-cave  is  fast  asleep  " 

"  Hoiv  do  you  know  that,  Hans?  " 

"  Because  I  am  the  nurse  whc  put  him  to  sleeji,  Dans,  though 
he  kicked  and  cried  a  great  deal.  Ho  is  asleep;  he  will  wuke  no 
more.    Baas,  I  have  killed  the  Father  of  Serpents." 

"  Hans,"  I  said,  "  now  I  am  sure  that  vou  arc  slill  drunk 
although  you  do  not  show  it  outside." 

"Hans,  "  added  Ragnall,  to  wh^m  I  had  translated  as  much 
of  this  aa  he  did  not  understand,  "  it  is  too  eurlv  in  the  day  to 
tell  good  stories.  How  could  you  possibly  have  kilkd  that 
serpent  without  a  gun— lor  yon  took  none  with  you— or  with  it 
either  tor  that  matter?  " 

"  Will  the  Baases  come  and  take  a  walk  through  the  cave?  " 
iisked  Hans  with  a  snigger. 

"  Not  till  I  am  quite  sure  that  you  are  sober,"  I  replied;  then, 
remembering  certain  other  events  in  this  worthy's  career,  added  ' 
•  Hans,  il  you  do  not  tell  us  the  story  at  onrc'l  will  brat  you." 

"There  isn't  much  story.  Baas,"  replied  Hnrn  between  long 
sucks  at  his  pipe,  which  had  nearly  gone  out.  "  because  the 
thing  was  so  easy.  The  Baas  is  very  clever  and  so  is  the  Lord 
Raas,  why  then  can  th-iy  never  see  the  stones  that  lie  under 
I  heir  noses?  It  is  because  their  eyes  are  alwavs  fixed  upon  the 
mountains  between  this  world  and  the  next.  Hut  the  poor  Hot- 
tentot, who  looks  at  the  ground  to  be  sure  that  he  does  not 
stunibii;,  ahl  he  sees  the  stones.  Now,  Rnas,  did  you  not  hear 
Ihat  man  in  a  nightshirt  with  his  head  shaved  say  that  those 
:.'oiits  were  food  for  One  who  dwelt  in  the  mountain'  " 
"  I  did.    What  of  it,  Hans?  " 

"  Who  would  be  the  One  who  dwelt  in  the  mountain  except 
the  Father  of  Snakes  in  the  cave,  Baas?  Ah,  now  for  the  first 
lime  you  see  the  stone  that  lay  at  your  feet  all  th<'  while.  And, 
!!aas,  did  not  the  bald  man  add  that  this  One  in  the  mountain 
>'  fi  only  fed  at  new  and  full  niodn,  and  is  not  to-morrow  the 
jtt.  of  new  moon,  and  therefore  would  he  not  he  very  hungry 
on  the  day  before  new  moon,  that  is.  Inst  night?  " 
"  -"^0  doubt,  Hans;  but  how  can  yon  kill  a  snake  bv  fee(i;Tig  it?" 
•'  Oh :  Baas,  you  may  eat  things  that  make  you  ill,  and  so  can 
a  snake.  Now  you  will  guess  the  rest,  so  I  had  bolter  go  to 
wa?h  the  dishes." 

"  Whether  I  guess  or  do  not  cuess,"  I  replied  s.ieelv.  the 
ktter  being  the  right  hypothesis,  "  the  !i«hes  can  wait,  Hans, 
*ince  the  Lord  there  has  not  guessed;  so  continue." 

■  Viry  w«ll,  Baat.    In  ooa  of  those  boxes  are  some  pounds 


186 


THE     IVORY    fHILD 


ll    !•■ 


lit  >luH  « liich,  when  inlxid  with  wiiti-r.  is  ii.-.d  for  prescpvini; 

sitins  Hiid  :>l(iill«."  ' 

_    ■•  Yuij   iiieati   llie  nrsfiiic  4rv.|iil»,"   (   niid   nilh   ii   iliirth   of 

in^pirutlon. 

"  I  don't  liniiw  whiil  you  iiill  them.  Bnii".  Al  (Irs'l  I  thouflhl 
they  were  Imnl  >-ugiir  mid  stole  some  once,  wlien  llie  reol  suirnr 
wns  left  l>ehlnd,  to  put  into  the  eoWee— «itliout  telliuK  tlie  Doii< 
Ijeeiiuse  it  wiis  uiy  fiiull  Hint  tlie  siifiiir  was  left  hehind    ' 

'Greuf  Heaven-!  •  I  ejneuliiled.  "then  whv  iiren't  wc  nil 
ueid? 

•  Beeiiuse  »l  the  lust  Dioment,  Biius,  I  thoujdil  I  would  muk. 
sure  so  I  put  some  of  the  liiird  sugiir  hilo  hot  milk  iind.  when 
It  had  melted.  I  jjiive  it  to  tliiit  yellow  ilon  whieh  once  hit  mc  In 
me  leg,  the  one  that  ninie  from  Bezu-Town,  linns,  thiit  I  told  voii 
had  rnn  away.  He  was  a  very  greedy  dog.  Baas,  and  drank"  iir 
the  milk  at  once.  Then  he  gave  n  howl,  twilled  nhmil.  foiiine.1  .ii 
the  month  and  died  and  I  buried  him  at  onci.  After  lluit  I  threw 
some  mere  of  the  large  sugar  mixed  with  mealies  to  the  fowls  thai 
we  brought  with  us  for  cooking'.  Two  cocks  and  a  hen 
swallowed  them  hy  mistake  for  the  corn.  Presently  they  fell  on 
their  backs,  kicked  a  little  and  died.  Some  of  the'.Mazi'tu  who 
were  great  thieves,  stole  those  dead  fowls.  Baas.  After'  thi- 
Haas,  I  thought  it  best  not  to  use  that  sugar  in  the  coffee  ami 
later  on  Beiia  told  me  that  it  was  deadly  poison.  Well  Baa«  il 
came  inlumy  mind  that  if  I  could  make  that  great  snake  swallow 
enough  ol  this  poison,  he,  too.  might  die. 

"  So  I  stole  your  keys,  as  I  often  do.  Baas,  when  I  want 
anything,  because  you  leave  them  hiiig  about  evervwliere  and 
to  deceive  you  first  opened  on(^  ol  tlic  l)o.\es  that  an-  full  of 
square-face  and  biuiidy  and  left  it  open,  fori  wished  you  to  Ihuik 
that  I  lind  ju.a  gone  to  get  drunk  like  nnvbodv  eNe  Then  I 
opened  another  box  and  got  out  two  one-pound  tins  of  the 
sugar  which  kills  dogs  and  fowls.  Half  a  pound  of  it  I  melted 
in  boiUiig  water  with  some  real  sugar  to  make  the  stuff  sweel 
and  put  in  into  a  bottle  The  rest  I  tied  with  siring  into  twelve 
little  packets  ULyie  soft  paper  which  is  in  one  of  the  boxe--  and 
put  them  in  TBfTioeket.  Then  I  went  u|)  the  hill.  Baas,  to  the 
place  where  I  saw  those  goi/ts  are  kraaled  at  iiiglit  behind  a  reed 
fence.  As  I  had  hoped  no  one  was  watching  them  because 
there  ari'  no  tigers  so  near  this  town,  and  man  does  not  steal 
the  goals  that  are  sacred.  1  went  into  the  kraal  and  found  a  fat 
young  ewe  which  had  a  kid.  I  dragged  it  out  and,  taking  It 
behind  some  stones,  I  made  ils  legs  fast  with  a  bit  of  cord  and 
poured  this  stuff  out  of  the  bottle  all  over  its  skin,  rubbing  it  in 
well.  Then  I  tied  the  twelve  packets  of  hard  poison-sugar 
everywhere  about  its  body,  making  them  very  fast  deep  in  the 
long  hair  so  that  they  could  not  tumble  or  rub  oft 
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"  Afli-r  llii-  I  iiiilii'il  Ihi'  KDHl,  Iril  il  nciir  lo  llii-  niiiiilli  ,t(  i|i>' 
I'dvi-  ami  hold  il  Mktc  for  ii  liiiio  while  il  ki'pl  on  hl.>aliii)i  for 
ils  kid.     Nciil  i  lodk  it  aliiiii-l  up  In  ||ii<  lavi'.  woiidrriiiK  how  I 

should  (liivc  il  ill    for  I  dill  mil  wi«li  I Her  IIiiti'  uivs.'II,  Uao< 

A«  it  hap|i.  iii'il  I  iic.tI  not  liiivc  IrimMcd  aliiail  that.  '  WliPii  Ihi' 
(HWl  Wii?  within  live  yards  iif  llii'  ,.iv,..  il  stiipprd  hloatintf,  -tnod 
-till  and  Khivercd  rhoii  '<  lu'vaii  lo  go  for««ril  with  littli' 
JiiIiijH,  nit  tliouflh  it  did  nm  .taiil  to  yu,  yet  niii-l  do  -o  .\|s(i 
llaic.  I  felt  n«  Ihoudh  /  «i-licd  to  (lo  with  it.  So  I  lav  dowii 
:ind  nut  my  hrcU  aj:aiiis|  a  im  k.  Ii'avii');  yi.  of  llic  jjoal   ' 

"  For  now.  Ilaas,  I  did  mil  ran'  wlirrf  that  iiimt  wt-iil  «>  jonu 
as  I  oould  kc.p  out  of  llic  liol<-  where  dwelt  the  Father  of 
Sprpeiils  that  had  eaten  lleiia  Hut  il  was  all  riKht,  llaas;  llie 
«oiil  knew  what  it  had  to  do  ami  diil  it,  jumpinv  straitrlil  into  the 
euve.  As  il  entered  il  turned  its  head  and  looked  at  me  I  could 
see  Its  e>es  in  llie  slarlighl.  and.  flaas,  Ihev  were  dreadful  I 
think  il  knew  w  hat  was  eoniins  and  did  not  like  il  at  all.  .\nd 
vet  it  had  lo  walk  on  heeaiise  it  could  not  lielp  it  Just  like  a 
man  goinL'  lo  the  devil,  Baas! 

"Holding  on  lo  the  stone  I  peej.ed  after  il,  for  I  had  heard 
sonielhiu)!  -liinnjj  in  Ihenive  making  a  -oft  noise  like  a  while 
lady's  diess  u|  .m  the  lloor.  There  in  the  hlnekness  I  saw  two 
little  .«|Kiiks  of  rue.  which  were  the  eyes  of  the  serpent,  Daas. 
Then  I  heard  a  sound  of  hissjnp  like  four  hi^  kcllles  hoiline  nli 
at  once,  and  a  little  Ideal  from  the  fioal.  After  this  there  was  n 
noise  ns  of  men  wrestling,  followed  bv  amdher  noi<e  as  of  hones 
hreaking,  and  lastly,  yet  aiiolher  sucking  noise  as  of  a  pump 
Itiat  won't  draw  up  the  water.  Then  ever\ thing  grew  nice 
iiid  quiet  and  I  went  some  way  off,  sat  down  .i  lillle  lo  one  si,le 
of  the  cave,  and  waited  lo  see  if  anything  happened. 

•■  It  must  have  been  nearly  an  hour  later  thai  somolhing  did 
liegin  to  happen.  Baas.  II  was  as  though  sarks  tilled  with  chaff 
were  being  beaten  against  stone  walls  (here  in  the  cave.  Ah! 
Iliought  I  to  mvM'lf,  yonr  stomach  is  beHinning  lo  ache  Ealer- 
u|)-of-Ilena.  and.  as  that  goat  had  liltle  horns  on  ils  head— to 
which  I  lied  two  of  Itie  bags  of  the  poison  Itaas— and,  hke  all 
snakes,, no  doubt  you  have  spikes  in  your  throat  pointing  down- 
uiirils,  you  won't  be  able  to  git  it  up  again.  Then— I  exiiect 
this  was  after  the  poison-sugar  had  begun  lo  melt  nieelv  in  the 
>erpenl  s  slomaeb.  Baas— there  was  a  noise  as  though  a  whole 
company  of  girls  were  dancing  a  M.ii'-d.mce  in  the  rave  lo  a 
music  of  hisses. 

"And  then— oh:  then.  Ra.is.  of  a  sinlilen  thai  Father  of 
Serpents  came  oiil.  I  fell  yon.  Baas,  that  when  I  saw  him  in 
llie  bright  starlight  my  hair  stood  up  upon  mv  head,  for  never 
li.is  there  been  such  another  snake  in  the  whole  world  Tlio«e 
Ihal  live  in  trees  and  eat  bucks  in  Zululand.  of  whose  skins 
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while  men  make  waistcoats  and  slippers,  are  but  babies  com- 
pared to  this  nne.  He  came  out,  vard  after  vard  of  him.  He 
wrifigli'i)  aliout,  lie  stood  upon  liis  tail  with  his  head  where  the 
top  of  a  free  ini,i.'ht  be,  he  made  hiin^lf  into  a  ring,  he  bit  at 
stones  and  at  his  own  stomach,  wh  le  I  hid  behind  my  roeli 
praying  to  your  reverend  fallier  that  he  might  not  see  me 
Then  at  tiist  he  rushed  away  down  the  hill,  faster  than  any 
horse  could  gallop. 

"  Now  I  hoped  Inat  he  had  gone  for  good  and  thought  of 
going  myself.  Still  I  feared  to  do  so  lest  1  should  meet  him 
somewhere,  so  I  made  up  my  mind  to  wait  till  daylight.  It  wa~ 
as  well,  Baas,  for  about  half  an  hour  later  he  came  back  again 
Only  now  he  could  not  jump,  he  could  only  crawl.  Never  in 
my  life  did  I  see  a  snake  look  so  sick,  Baas.  Into  the  cave  h^- 
went  and  lay  there  hissing.  By  degrees  the  hisses  grew  very 
faint,  till  at  length  they  died  away  altogelher.  I  waited  another 
half-hour,  Baas,  and  then  I  grew  so  curious  that  I  thouglit  thai 
I  would  go  to  look  in  the  cave. 

"  i  lit  the  mile  lantern  1  had  with  me  and,  holding  it  in  ono 
hand  and  my  stick  in  th'^  other,  I  crept  into  the  hole  Before 
1  had  crawled  ten  paces  I  saw  something  white  stretched  aloii" 
the  ground.  It  was  the  helly  of  the  great  snake.  Baas  which 
lay  upon  its  bark  quite  dead. 

"  I  know  that  it  was  dead,  for  I  lit  three  wax  matches  settin" 
them  to  burn  upon  its  tail  and  it  never  stirred,  as  anv  live 
snake  will  do  when  it  feeli  lire.  Then  I  came  home  "Baa« 
feeling  very  proud  herause  I  had  outwitted  that  great-grandfather 
ol  all  snakes  who  killed  Bena  my  friend,  and  had  made  the  wav 
clear  for  us  to  walk  through  the  cave. 

•'That  is  all  the  story.  Baas.     Now  I  must  go  to  wash  Ihof^' 
dishes,      and  without  waiting  for  anv  comment  oil  he  went 
-  leaving  us  marvelling  at  his  wit,  resource  and  courage 
"  What  next?  "  1  asked  presently. 

"Nothing  till  to-nifht,"  un.swered  Ragnall  with  determinn- 
ion,      when  I  am  going  to  look  at  the  snake  whifh  the  nobl.. 
Hans  h.is  killed  and  whatever  lies  bcvond  the  rave   as  vou  will 
remember  Hnrflt  invited  us  to  do  unmolested,  if  we  coiild  " 
"  no  you  think  Ilarflt  will  keep  his  word,  RagnalP  " 
"  On  the  whole,  yes,  and  if  he  doesn't  1  don't  care.     Anvthin- 
IS  beller  than  sitting  here  in  this  suspense." 

"  I  agree  as  to  llarrtt,  because  we  are  too  valuable  to  be  killed 
just  now,  if  for  no  other  reason;  also  as  to  the  suspense  whicli 
IS  unendurable.  Therefore  I  will  walk  with  vou  ti^look'at  that 
snake.  Rngnall.  and  so  no  doubt  will  Hans. "  The  exercise  will 
TO  my  leg  good." 

"  Do  you  think  it  wise?  "  he  asked  doubtfully;  "  in  your  case 
I  mean?  j>         i         "=•., 
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"  I  lliink  it  most  unwise  that  we  should  sppnratc  niiy  more. 
We  had  better  ?tand  or  full  altogether;  further,  we  do  not  seem 
to  have  any  luck  apart." 


CHAPTER   XVII 

Till-    SANCTIARV    A.Mi    IIII     OATH 

That  (>\fiiiiig  sliortly  aflir  >iinil(iwn  Hip  thine  of  ii^  «lnr|p(l 
holilly  from  our  liuiisp  \ve.)riii>!  I'vcr  our  iliillips  Hie  Keiidiili 
ilres-es  wlilch  Rafiiiall  liiicj  hminlil.  ,inil  lanyiiif;  iiolliinii  savn 
?tii'ks  in  our  lianiN.  ?:oiiip  food  ami  llip  hiilerii  in  our  porket^ 
On  Hip  outskirts  of  Hie  town  \vp  were  met  )jv  rerlain  Kendall, 
one  of  whom  I  knew,  for  I  li.'id  often  ridden  by  hi-i  ^ide  on  our 
mareh  .leio-^s  Hie  ilesert. 

■'Have  any  of  you  arras  upon  yon,  Lord  Macnniazana' "  he 
asked,  looking  euriou-ly  at  us  and  our  white  roho.*. 

'■  -None."  I  answered.     "  Seanli  us  if  yon  will." 

"  Voiir  word  is  snllicient,"  he  replied  with  the  grave  courtesv 
of  his  people.  "  If  you  are  unarmed  we  have  orders  to  let  yoii 
:;o  where  you  wish  however  you  may  i^e  dresseil.  Yet,  Lord." 
he  whispered  to  me.  ■  I  |.ray  yon  i''  ot  enter  thp  eave,  since 
One  lives  there  who  sirikes  iind  does  ,  .,  mi^s.  One  whose  kiss  is 
death.  I  pray  it  for  your  own  ~akes.  also  for  ours  who  need 
you." 

■  We  sliall  not  wake  him  who  sleeps  in  the  eave,"  I  answered 
eniginatieally.  as  we  departed  rejoiein!.'.  for  now  we  had  learned 
that  the  Kendall  did  not  yel  know  of  the  ilealli  of  the  serpent 

An  hour's  walk  up  Hie  hill,  guided  hv  Hans,  hroughl  us  to 
the  nioulh  of  Hie  tunnel.  To  tell  Hie  Irnlh  I  eonld  have  wistied 
It  had  l.een  longer,  for  as  we  drew  near  all  sorts  of  doubts 
a-sailed  me.  What  if  Hans  really  had  heeri  drinking  and  invented 
Hiis  sl(.ry  to  aeeoiinl  for  his  ahsenee.'  What  it  the  snake  had 
reeovere.]  from  a  merely  tern|iora''y  indisposition?  What  if  it 
had  a  wife  ,ind  family  living  in  ll'iat  eave.  every  one  of  them 
thirsting  for  vengeanee? 

Well,  it  was  loo  l.ate  to  hesitate  now.  hiil  seerellv  I  hoped 
Ihal  on^'  of  the  others  would  prefer  to  lend  the  way.  We 
reaehed  the  plaee  /mil  listened.  II  was  silent  as  a  tomh  Then 
that  hrave  fellow   Hans  lit  the  lantern  and  said: 

"  Do  you  slop  here.  Raases,  while  I  go  to  look.  It  you  hear 
anything  happen  to  me,  yon  will  have  lime  to  run  awav."  words 
that  made  me  feel  ~ouieM)i,'(l  ashamed  of  myself. 
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Huwi'vi r,  kiiowiiij?  that  he  wh?"  ijiiiik  as  .1  win  '  ami  silent  »■> 
a  eat.  we  Irl  him  ^'o.  A  ininiite  (tr  two  lali/  smlilenly  !i»» 
reaiipeaieil  cmt  iif  tile  darkne-s  (or  he  haJ  liinieil  the  metal 
>hielil  over  tlie  hiill's-eye  of  lie'  laJiterii,  and  even  in  that  lii.'hl  I 
could  «ee  that  he  wa"  criiininj;. 

"  II  is  all  riKht.  Ita.i-  he  said.  "  The  Father  of  r^erpents  has 
really  jione  to  thai  land  whitlh  r  \'-  sent  llena.  where  no  donbt 
he  Is  now  roasting  in  the  Ures  of  lull,  mihI  I  don't  sw  any  others, 
(^omc  and  look  al  him." 

So  in  we  weni  and  there,  true  enongh.  npon  the  floor  of  the 
eave  laN  the  hnge  reptile  stone  dead  and  already  inneli  swiillen. 
I  don't  know  how  lor:;?  it  was,  for  part  of  its  body  was  twisted 
inio  eoils.  so  I  will  only  say  that  it  was  by  far  the  most 
enormous  snake  that  I  have  ever  sei'n.  It  is  Irm^  that  I  have 
lieaid  of  ^uch  reptiles  in  different  parts  of  Afrira,  hut  hitherto  I 
had  always  put  them  down  as  faluiliius  creatures  Iransformed 
into  and  worship|ied  as  local  jioii<.  Also  this  parlieular  specinien 
was.  I  presume,  of  a  iiev  variety,  since,  airordinp  to  Ka^iiall,  it 
ludh  struck  like  the  colira  or  Ihe  adder  and  crushed  like  the 
hoa-coustrictor,  It  is  possilde,  howrver,  'hat  he  was  mistaken 
on  this  point:  I  do  not  know,  simc  I  had  no  time,  or  indeed 
inclination,  fn  examine  its  head  for  Ihe  poison  fangs,  and  when 
next  I  passed  that  way  it  was  gone. 

T  stiall  never  forget  the  stench  of  that  cave,  II  was  horrilile, 
which  is  not  lo  he  wondered  at  seeini;  tliat  probably  tliis 
creature  had  dwell  Ihere  for  centuries,  siiae  these  large  snakes 
nri'  -aid  lo  be  as  long  lived  as  tiu'toises,  .ind.  being  sacred,  of 
course  il  hiid  never  lacked  for  food.  Kverywhcre  lay  piles  of 
cast  Ijoocs,  aniungsi  one  of  which  I  noticed  fragments  of  a 
human  skull,  perhaps  ih.it  of  poor  Savage.  Also  tlie  projecting 
rocks  in  the  place  wi're  covereil  with  great  pieces  of  snake  skin, 
doutjtle.ss  rubbed  olT  by  Ihe  ri'plile  when  once  a  year  il  cliangcd 
its  coat. 

For  a  while  we  gazed  (it  Ihe  loathsoun<  ,ind  slill  glilltring 
cre.itnre.  tlien  pushed  on  fearful  lest  wr  sIlouUI  stumble  upon 
more  of  its  kind.  1  suppose  that  il  must  have  been  solitary,  a 
kind  of  scrpeid  rosue,  as  Jana  was  an  elephanl  rogue,  for  we 
me;  none  and,  if  Ihe  information  whiidi  T  obtained  afterwards 
may  be  believed,  there  vas  no  species  at  all  resembling  it  in  the 
country.  What  its  origin  may  tiaxe  been  I  never  learned.  All 
that  the  Kendall  could  or  would  -ay  about  it  was  that  it  had 
lived  in  thi-  hole  from  Ihe  beginning  and  that  Black  Kendah 
prisoners,  or  malefactors,  were  sonu-times  given  |o  it  lo  kill,  as 
White  Kendah  prisoners  v\ere  given  to  Jana. 

The  cave  itself  proved  to  be  not  very  loug,  perhaps  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet,  no  more  Tt  was  not  an  artificial  but  -  natural 
hollow  in  the  lava  rock,  wliich  I  suppose  had  once  been  blown 
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tlirough  It  by  au  outburst  of  steom.  Towards  the  farther  end 
It  narrov  d  so  much  that  I  began  to  fear  there  might  be  no  e'iiit. 
1m  this  (  was  mistaken,  however,  for  at  its  terminnlion  we 
found  a  liole  just  large  enough  for  a  man  to  wallc  in  uprigl-t  and 
so  difflcult  to  climb  through  that  it  became  clear  to  us  that 
certamly  this  was  not  the  i.>ath  by  which  the  White  Kendall 
approached  their  sanctuary. 

Scrambling  out  of  this  aperture  •.vith  thankfulness,  we  found 
ourselves  upon  the  slope  of  a  kind  of  huge  ditch  of  lava  which 
ran  first  downwards  for  about  eiRhty  paces,  then  up  agahj  to 
tlii;  base  of  the  great  cone  of  the  inner  mountaia  which  was 
covered  with  dense  forest. 

I  presume  that  the  whole  formation  cf  this  peculiar  hill  was 
the  result  of  violent  volcanic  action  m  the  early  agts  of  the 
earth.  But  as  I  do  not  understand  such  matters  f  will  not 
dilate  upon  them  further  than  to  say  that,  although  compara- 
tively small,  It  bore  a  certain  resemblance  to  other  extinct 
volcanoes  which  1  had  met  with  in  diff.>rent  parts  of  Africa 

We  climbed  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  ditch  that  from  it-- 
general  appearance  might  have  been  dug  out  by  some  giant 
race  as  a  protection  to  their  stronghold,  and  up  it's  farther  side 
to  where  the  forest  began  on  deep  and  fertile  soil.  Why  there 
should  have  been  rich  earth  here  and  none  in  the  ditch  is  more 
than  we  could  guess,  but  perhaps  the  presence  of  springs  of 
water  in  this  part  of  the  mount  may  have  been  a  cause  At 
any  rate  it  was  so. 

The  trees  in  this  forest  were  huge  and  of  a  variety  of  cedar 
but  did  uot  grow  closely  together;  also  there  was  practically  no 
undergrowth,  perhaps  for  the  reason  that  their  demise,  spreadine 
tops  shut  out  the  light.  As  I  saw  afterwards  both  trunks  and 
boughs  were  clothed  with  long  prey  moss,  which  even  at  midday 
gave  the  place  a  very  ghostly  appearance.  The  diirkness  b  n.^ath 
thofe  trees  was  intense,  literally  wc  could  not  sec  an  inch  before 
our  faces.  Yet  rather  than  stand  still  wc  struggled  on,  Han^ 
leading  the  way  for  his  instincts  were  quicker  than  our«  The 
steep  rise  of  the  ground  beneath  our  feet  told  us  that  we  were 
going  uphill,  as  we  wished  to  do.  and  from  time  to  ti -le  1 
consulted  a  pocket  compass  I  carried  by  the  light  of  a  match 
knowing  from  previous  observations  that  the  top  of  the  Holv 
Mount  l.'iy  due  north. 

Thus  for  hour  after  hour  we  crept  up  and  on,  occasionally 
buttmg  into  the  trunk  of  a  tree  or  stumbling  over  a  fallen 
bough,  but  meeting  with  no  other  adventures  or  obstacles  of  a 
physical  kind.  Of  moral,  or  rather  mental,  obstacles  there  were 
many,  since  to  all  of  us  the  atmosphere  of  this  'orest  was  .is 
that  of  a  haunted  house.  It  may  have  been  the  embracing 
darkness,  or  th«  sough  of  tha  night  wind  amongst  tha  bought 
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uiid  iiiosneii,  or  the  <.-iiso  ol  Uih  imiiiin..nt  (laniii-r>^  Itiul  we  hml 

(lassed  hikI  tliul  >till  aw;,ilcil  ii.^.     Or  it  iii.iv  Imvr  1 n  iinkn.nvii 

fiorrors  i-.,!,„c,  (imI  with  tlij.  pla,,.  „f  «hi,  U "s„iiip  -..iriliihl  i.-,.nrc 
^t>i.  -iiiviviMl.  f(ir  «ilhmit  ilMiilit  lc)iiililii'<  (.n-irv.'  ,iirli 
II  ;  •..■MO  ■.    wl.irli  ran    li..   Ht    hyth..    scn.iliv,.   ainimi:    livi,,.. 

Ihinj;s.    i-spiTiallj    in   favnnrini.'   i-on.liliiiii*   ..(   fH.,r  ami    "I 

At  any  rale  I  mi-v.t  rxpci.!,.,,,...,!  iii„r.'  siiMli^  ami  vrl  niup. 
[.Hi-tratin;;  h.m.rs  than  I  .lid  u|mm,  thai  ni»iht.  and  Mft..|-»ard- 
Haiinall  ,i,.m.-^<f,\  u,  „„.  t|,at  my  .■/;s.-  was  his  „wii  lila(  k  ,■,- 
It  was  I  thmiKht  that  I  saw  a|iiiarili(.ns.  aniens;  them  !:hirir,"  eves 

and  that  (if  II Ic-phant  Jana  slandiiiK  in  frcii.i  o(  nn.  will,  his 

Inink  rais.'d  af/ainst  Ihn  l,„l,.  „f  a  rPd.ar.  I  ,'onld  havr  .«,an 
thai  I  sjiw  him.  nnr  was  I  rrassuiTd  wln^n  Hans  whisiMnd  li. 
me  hflnw  his  hrcalh,  for  hrrc  wr  did  not  s,.,.m  to  dar.-  to  rai-r 
onr  voii-i.s  : 

■  Look     Haas      Is  it  Jana  Klowin*!  like  hid   iron   who  -l.iml- 
yondi'rP 

••  Dont  he  a  fi«il,-  I  answered.  "  How  ran  Jana  he  here  and 
II  he  were  here,  how  eoiild  we  see  1  ini  In  the  nicliP  ■  Itul  ,- 
I  said  the  words  I  renienihered  llarrtt  had  told  iis  that  Jan.i  li  nl 
heen  niel  wilh  on  the  Il,dy  .Monnl  ■  i,,  the  spiiil  or  in  the  lle~l,  ' 
However  this  may  he.  next  insl/.nl  he  was  ,.'oiie  and  we  heheM 
iini  or  his  shadow  no  more  .\|so  we  thonuhl  Ih.d  from  tim.' 
to  time  we  heard  voi,-es  s|.eakiim  ill  around  lis,  ,.,„w  here  now 
here  and  now  iii  the  tree  lops  ahove  oiir  heads.  IhonLd,  wh;d 
they  snid  we  eoiild  not  eat.h  or  nndersland 

Thus  the  lontf  iiiftht  wore  awav.  Our  orceMes..  w.i-  \,t\ 
s  ow,  but  fiuiiled  by  mvasioiial  i.|im|.<es  at  the  eompass  » ,.  never 
stopped  hut  twiee.  onee  when  «,  ..amd  ourselves  apo.-irenllv 
surrounded  by  tree  holes  and  fallen  h.MiLdi-,  and  o,„e  „  l,en  „'. 
{!ol  inio  swampy  pround.  Then  «e  look  the  risk  of  li^nin"  il,,. 
lantern,  and  by  its  aid  pieked  onr  w.-iv  IhrouLdi  these  ,|ini,.„|| 
plares.  Hy  de^^rees  the  trees  erew  fewer  so  that  we  ,o,  I,  !!'' 
[he  stars  between  their  tops,  Tlii.  was  a  help  |o  ns  as  I  kne„ 
that  one  of  them,  which  I  had  earefullv  mdeil  ,|,one  ;,l  Ihi- 
season  of  the  year  dirertly  over  the  ,one  of  the  m..nnlain  and 
we  were  enabled  |o  steer  thereby. 

1  "  '".',"'.  w""'  ^Z"  ""'  """■''  •''•■'"  I'""  ■'"  l"'»>-  tiffore  ||„. 
dawn    h.-i    Hans,   who  «as  leadir,f-we  were  pushinc  our  w   v 

through  thi,.k  hushes  at  Ihe  lime-halled  hiirri v    -avin. 

Slop.  Ra.as,  we  are  on  the  e.lse  of  a  eliff.     When'  i  Ihrust^mv 

sink  forward  it  stands  on  nothing    '  ■ 

Needless  to  say  we  pulled  up  dead  an.|  so  remained  will t 

Hapnal  VMshed  to  examuu.  the  pround  »iili  the  lantern  I  was 
about  to  consent,  th.iUKh  ilouMfullv.  when  suddenly  T  i",rd 
voires  mumuring  and  through  th"  scre-n  of  hushe.  saw    Uts 
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lll(ivilit>  .-il  ;i  lilth'  ili-l.illii',  (nity  (rf'l  <ir  riiiilV  lliliJU  II-  Tllrfi 
\M*  ::iiv<-  ii|)  .'ill  iilra  of  in;ikiiiL'  fiirHn'r  ii-r  of  tli'  I.'iiiIi'Hi  iiiitl 
rriiiii'lii'il  -till  ii>  mill'  ill  Mill-  liiishi'-.  wiiliiit'  Im-  iln'  iIiumi 

II  r;illli'  ill    I'l^l.       Ill   III''  i:,~[   iipiii'lll'i'il  .1   I'.iint    p>'.'ll'l\    llll-ll  Ih.'il 

li\  ili'j.'1'i'i's  spi'iMil  il-i'lf  u\i  r-lhi'  wliiili'  iii'i  II  nf  llii'  -k\  Mild  was 
wi'li'oiiii'ij  |j\  llii'  biii'kiiii.'  i>r  iiiiiiik>'>~  ;iii>l  llii'  lall  of  liinl-  in 
llli'  ilc'plli-  o(  till-  i|i'»-li'i'|.i'il  fiin'-l  N.'vl  :,  i':i\  fnifii  lln' 
iiiii'i-i'ii  -im.  a  -infill'  -|ii'ai'  nf  liulil  -liiil  -ii.lili'iil>  ,ii  in--  lln' 
-k>,  .'ihil  a-  il  .i|i|iiMi'i'il.  fi'iiiii  111''  ihrvkiM'--  lii'liivi  ii-  ;iru-i'  ii 
-iiiiiiil  nf  I'liMiiliiiv.  M'i'>  lim  iiiiil  -rti'i'l  III  lii'ar.  Il  .lii'il  a\\a> 
mill  for  .1  liltli'  wliili'  tliiTi'  wa-  -ili'tiri'  lnoki'ii  only  In  a  iii-lliiiL' 
■^oiiiiil  liki-  to  llial  of  |ii'o|ilc'  liikiiiL'  llM'ir  -riil<  in  a  ilaik  IIumIi'''. 
Thi'ii  a  woman  liri-Mii  In  -iiiL'  i|i  a  lii'aiilitiil.  ronlralli.  voice.  Imt 
ill  v\  hal  lanuiiavi'  1  ilo  mil  know,  fur  I  ronlil  rati'li  notliin;:  of  tin' 
woi'iN.  if  thi'-f  WHi'i'  woni-  ami  not  only  niii-i''al  not-'- 

I  fi-ll  llauniill  tri'nililiiiL'  l»'-i'li'  nn'  ami  in  a  wlii-|ii'i'  a-k'il  liiin 
wliat  wa-  tilt'  inattiT.  lit'  aiHwt'i't'il.  al-o  ill  a  wlii-|M'r 
"  I  tti'lii'M'  tlial  i-  my  wife's  \oit'i'." 
"  If  so.  I  lii'f;  you  to  I'ontrol  yoiirsi'lt.  "  I  rt'|ilii':l 
.Now  till'  skit's  lii'f.Mn  111  llaiiii'  ami  llii'  lii-'lil  lu  pour  itsi'lf  inin 
a  misty  tnillow  lii'iii'alli  us  likf  streani-  of  inany-t.'oioiiri'tl  L'fins 
into  a  tio\\l.  itrivin.L'  away  tlir  -liailow-  Ity  ilt-yrft's  tin.-" 
vanislii'il:  liy  ili'vi'i'i's  wr  saw  I'vi'rylliinf;  lli'ni'alh  ii-  wa-  an 
ampliitlifiilri'.  un  the  foiithi'rn  wall  of  wliiilt  wf  \M'rt'  -I'atft]. 
Ilioiit'li  it  was,  not  a  wall  lint  a  lava  rlilf  lii-twi'i'ii  forlv  ami  lifly 
fi'i'l  liiv'li  wliii'li  -iTvi'il  as  a  wall.  Thf  ainpliil lii'atri'  it-i'lf.  liow- 
I'Vii',  almost  I'xarlly  rtsi'inlili'il  tliosf  of  the  aniiiiits  w  liiili  I 
liail  st'i'ii  ill  picturi's  .'iml  llaiin.ill  hail  vi-il  I  in  Italy,  (irci'ri'  anil 
Soiillii'T'ii  l'"rani'c.  II  was  oval  in  -hapf  .mil  not  vfry  l.-iriit". 
pi'rliaps  till'  flat  -pat'i'  -it  tlir  liottom  may  luivt'  roviTi'i!  -oni"- 
lliiii?  over  an  .iii'i'.  Iml  all  niiintl  llii-  oval  ran  tiers  of  s,.a|s  ml 
in  till'  lava  of  thf  iratt'r.  For  willioiil  iloiilil  llii-  was  llif  iratfr 
(it  an  I'Vliiit't  voliami 

.Mori'oviT.  in  what  1  will  tall  Ihi'  ari'ii.i  stooti  a  li'mjili'  that 
in  its  m.'iin  oiillini's.  alllioiiL'li  sm.ill.  t'vaclly  rt'si'inhli'il  llio-f 
still  to  tir  sfi'ii  in  Kiivpl.  Tin  it'  w,is  tin'  iialfwav  or  |ivloii:  tlit'rt' 
thf  opi'ii  oiilfr  loiirt  with  iiiliinins  roiiml  it  siippoitini;  roofftl 
iloi-lfr-.  vvliirh.  as  wf  asiertaiiifil  .iftfrvvarils.  vvfri'  iispil  .-.s 
ilwi'Uin;i-plai'i's  liy  thf  prifsts.  ThiTf  lifyoml  ami  coniifi'li'it 
witli  Ilif  tiist  hy  a  short  pass.ifr,.  was  a  si.coni!  lallii'r  smallfr 
oourt.  also  opi'ii  to  llii'  sky.  .'mil  lifyonil  this  aL'aiii.  hnilt  lik.' 
all  Ihf  rfst  of  thf  tfniplf  of  lava  liloi'ks.  a  roolVil  I'l-fition 
iiifasiiriii!.'  alioiit  Iwi'lvf  ffat  -ipiarf,  vvliiih  1  gufssi.il  at  onru 
must  hi'  Ihf  samliiary. 

Thi-  loniplf  w.is.  .i-  I  li.m-  -,iiil.  -mail,  hut  fxtrfiui'lv  vvi'il 
Iiroporliniifil.  fvery  ilftail  of  il  hfinp  in  Ihf  most  fxifllfnt  laslf 
Ihoufih  uiiornaiiit'iitfil  hy  siulpliirf  or  paiiitiiiL'.     1  havf  to  aiM 
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Ihnl  in  frniit  nf  Ihi'  -iiMilii;ir\  iliwir  -IikkI  ,,  \,„i:i'  hliick  nf  l,iv;i 
wliMh  I  <i>rii'liii|<'il  H,i<  Hri  ;illiir.  ;iriil  iii  fnnil  of  llii-  ii  -Imip  „m| 
iiiil  11  Ij.i-in,  iiUo  (if  Hliiiir,  viiiipiirtiMl  ii|»iii  .1  MTV  liiw  tri|ii>i|. 
Iiirlliir  lii-liitid  till'  -nil.  Iiiarv  \mi<  n  .i|ii;iro  house  with  wimlnw- 
|.|,i..'< 

\t  llii'  iii<.iri..|it  nf  our  liM  -i^'til  of  llii-  pliii'c  the   ■(iiirl-  «rr.> 

■  ■iJi|il>,    lint    nri    III.'   L.Tiili.'^   (if   till'   iiiii|iliilli.'iitr.'   w.'i nl.'ij 

:il.iHil  Mil.  '  liiiMili'i'fl  |"'i'-iiii-,  iii;il<'  ,111.1  f.'iriiilp.  III.'  in. '11  to  tin' 
in.illi  Mini  Ml.'  wi.iii.'ii  li.  III.'  «,iitli      Tli.v  \>.'r.'  nil  .  |,i,|  in  pun. 

while    llllii'v    111.'    Ii.'ii.l-    i.f   til.'    III. 'II    li.'iiiL'    -ll.i\.'.l    .111.1    tllil-.'    i.r 

lln'  wnnnri  \.'il.'it,  Iml  l.'iivinv  tin'  l'^..-  .■\|..i,...|,  |.;i-||y.  IIht.' 
HPi'i.  |«,i  ni;i.l«,iy-  inli.  tin-  .iiij|.|iilli.'.'.li'.'  .m.'  riinniiii;  .'n-l  ;.n.| 
nil.'  \\i'-l  llinnirli  tiiiiiii'l-  ln.||,i\M.,|  in  Mi.'  in.  in  iiii';  n,.k  i.|' 
Ml.'  .I'.ii.'i',   liiiMi  i.f  «||ii-ti  i'i,.,,i-  u,.,-..  ,|i|.,.,)  ;i|   (|„,  ni,,i|i||,  ,,f 

III''     'Ul I-     I'V     in.l"iM'     W.lll.l.'ll     .l.illlll.'     .1 ■-.     -.•\,Mlli'.'ll     ..!• 

I'iL'liti'i'ii  f.'.'t  in  liiii.'lit.  Kroiii  tin--.'  niii.l«,i\.  .in. I  Ih.'ir  .|,i.,i', 
«.'  Ii'iinicl  Iw.i  lliini;^  l-'ir-l,  lli.it  tin'  ..n..  « |i,.r..  h,.,,!  |iv,.,| 
111.'  K.iMicl'  nf  Si'ip.'iil!  «,l^.  a-  1  h,.,.|  «ii-p.'.  |,..l.  n.il  Ilii'  i'.';il 
.ippnin.'li  In  thi'  ^Ill-ill.'  nf  111.'  i:iiil,|,  i.ni  ,„iiv  ;,  l.iin.l;  iinii. 
-(•.■niidh,  IIimI  till'  i('i'.>ni(in>  wi-  w-rr  .ilmnl  tn  wilin'--  «;i- 
>ci'i'('l  iinil  miaht  ciilv  lie  all.'inl.il  In  Min  pii.'-llv  iln^-  nr 
fMinilii'v  nf  Mii^  -Iniif.'  Irihi.. 

S.  ii.i'ly    \v.i>    it    'nil    ilii>lii;til    whi'ii    fnmi    Mi.'   ..'11-    nf    Mi.. 

ilni-tiT-.   iniin.l   tl Illi'l'  inllil    l-^iii'il   |u..|,..   pi-i,.,|^   ll.'.nf'.l    l,y 

Hai'Ul  hiui-i'lf,  wlin  Innk.'il  M'i'v  ilii'iiilii'.l  in  lii>  «liil,'  L'ni'm.'iil 
.'ai'h  nf  wlinui  larrii'd  nn  ii  wnnibn  pl.ilt.T  .-ni'-  nf  ilifl'iri'iil  kin.l- 
nf  i-nrn  Th.'ii  fniiii  llic  .I'lls  nf  thi'  -niiMii'i-n  i|ni-|,.,'  i--ii»i| 
l«p|vi'  «i.nii'ii,  ill-  Mtlii'i'  L'ii'I-,  fur  all  Hii'.'  Miiiii:;  .nil  x.-^y 
i-nmi'ly.  u  lin  I'miL'i'.l  lli.'ni-.'l\i'<  alniiL'-iil.'  nl  the  ni.'n.  Tln'M' 
.ilsn  I'iiri'i.'.l  wnn.li-n  pl.iM.'i'-.  ninl  nn  tli.'ni   lilnnmin;.'  UnuiT-, 

Al  a  -it'll  llii'>  -ti'ii.k  lip  a  i'.>liyinii.  ihanl  .iiiil  h.'(!aii  In  w.ilk 
foi'wani  MiiniiL'li  tin'  p.is-.iL'i'  th.it  l.'.l  frnin  tin'  lir-t  .niint  In  Mi.' 
-.'.nil. I.  Ai'.iviiiL'  in  fniiil  nf  lln'  all.ii'  lh.'\  h.ill.'.l  ami  one  li\ 
nil".  Iii--I  a  pi-ii.<t  anil  thi'ii  a  prii'-i,— .  ..-i  .Inwii  thn  platt.'i--  nf 
nffiTiiifs.  pilins;  Ihi'ni  alinvr  .'a.li  'ilh.'i'  inin  a  I'niii'  N.'vl  th.. 
pi'ic-ls  anil  th.'  prii'-l.'--.'-  nii!;.'.:  Mn'in-.'lv.-  in  ,  ,„■<  nn  .'itln'r 
-i.lp  nf  Ihi'  .iltai',  ami  ll.inil  Innk  .i  pl.itli'i'  „f  inn,  .ml  ,i  platt.'P 
nf  lln\v.'r<  111  hi-  h.iiiiN.  Tlii'-^.'  In'  hi.|il  (li-,|  mwanl-  that 
.piarti'T'  nl  Mil'  sky  in  uhii'h  -«.iin  tin'  in\i<iMi'  m'w  iiinim 
-I'.'nnilU   lii\\ai'i|<  Mil'  I'i-iiiL'  -nn.  ami  Ihinllv   lin\anl-  Ih.'  .loor-i 

.if  tin  -,ii.i  liiai-y.  niakiiiL'  i; tl.'ilii.n-  anil  nili'i'iii'.'  -iini.'  .  h.inl".| 

pniyci'.  111.'  v.ni.l-  nf  uhi.h  «..  iiaihl  mil  Iumi'. 

\   paii-i'  follow.'. I.  that   wa-   -ii.c.'i'.li'il   In    a   -inlil.'ii  nnlhiir-l 

nf  snnt    wln'i'.'in   all    III.'   aiiili.'i Innk    part.      II    h.-k   ,i    v.tv 

-nnni'oii-  .111.1  li.'.iiitifiil  -nnir  nr  hsniii  in  -nrni'  lait" «  hi.ji 

I  .Inl  mil   iiml('i'-laml.»ili\iil.'il  int..  fnni'  mt-.'-,   || n.l  nf  .'.i.li 

M'l-c  l.cinj;  niai'ki'.l  liy  tin'  hnwiiiL'  nf  .'v.'i'\   m f  M,n<.-  man) 
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~iM(iiT>  Inwurds  till-  ca-l.  lovv.iril*  lh<'  «i'-i|  ^irid  liimllv  lownnls 
til*  .'ilhir. 

Aiicillii'i-  |inii<i'  till  siiildi'iil.  Ill-  (liinr<  nf  111.'  •■anciiiMrv  n.To 
llirimii  wide  .iiiil  fnmi  hi'ltt'cn  lliiiii  i-m  .1  lli.'  i.mh|iI>'-s  l-i^ 
iif  111!'  K)i>|iti,iii«  ,is  I  liiivi'  M'l'ii  Iht  ill  iiirliiri'< !  Sill-  wik 
"|-.i|i|Hi|   in  rlii'^i'ly  ilinL'iiiL'   (lrii|piTii'^  "t  niiitirial   M)  lliiii  tliiil 

llii'  Hhil.'iM-^*  .i|  li>T  Imily  I'oiilil  I) II  hi'iM'alli       II.  r  linir  was 

iiiil-priiiil  lii'hinil  hiT.  and  <hf  «iin>  a  lipailfln--^  or  liniini't  iif 
L'lillrrini;  f.atliiTs  from  Ihi-  fnuit  of  wliirli  r"->'  a  lillli'  (inldi'ii 
-iiakiv  In  licr  aini<  >lii'  bon-  what  at  tl  at  di<tanc,>  si'i'inml  to  \,f 
a  nakrd  rliild  With  hiT  ranii>  two  wdiniii  Halkiiiii  n  lilth- 
lii'hinil  hi-r  and  sii|ifi<irtiii);  hi'r  ann>.  « Im  alM)  W(iri'  fcatInT 
liDiini'ls  hill  wilhiiiit  Ihr  »iiildfn  snaki'.  and  wftv  cl.'iil  in  tixht- 
niliiiL'.  traiispariMil  fiarnii'iil - 

■  My  Cm!  '  "  »hi?|p('fi'd  llaniiall.  "  it  i*  niv  « id' !  " 
■   Then  III'  silent  and  thank  lliin  thai  «lii'  i'  alivr  and  well," 
I  ansW'Ti'il. 

Thr  )'<"ldc's«  I>is.  (ir  tin'  Kni.'li>h  ladv~in  that  I'Xi'ilcinpnt  I 
did  not  ri'ik  which— sliiiid  still  whili'  lli'i'  priests  and  pripstpssp* 
ind  all  the  audii'iici'.  who,  ^rathcrpil  <m  thr  uppi'r  hcnrhos  fif  th" 
ain[diilhc'atri',  oimld  si'n  hiT  ahi'vc  thi'  wall  nf  the  inniT  I'onrt. 
laisi'd  a  thri(crp|ii'ati'd  and  trininphaiil  rr  wclcoinn,     Tlioii 

llarrtt  luiil  the  lirst  prirsli's?  lifli'd  ri'spc.livi'U  an  I'ar  nf  com  nnd 
a  n<iw"r  (mm  Ihc  two  topmost  phillcrs  and  held  these  fipsf   in 
the  lips  of  the  child  in  her  arms  and   sccoridlv  to  hep  lips. 
This  ceremony  conclinled.   the  two  atli  ndant   women  led  her 

round  the  altar  lo  ihe  s|,ir hair.  n|ion  which  she  seated  herself 

.Next  lire  was  kindled  in  the  limvl  mi  the  tripod  in  froiil  of  the 
chair,  how  I  loiiM  not  see;  Iml  perhaps  it  was  alri'ady 
smoiilderinp  there.  .M  anv  rale  il  hiirni  np  in  e  thin  bine 
llaine.  on  to  which  HariM  ,iiid  the  hiail  priestess  threw  something 
thai  caused  the  flame  to  iiirn  to  smoke.  Th"n  Isis.  for  I  prefer 
lo  call  !ier  so  while  desi  rihiiiu-  this  ceremonv.  was  caused  to 
liend  her  head  forward,  so  that  il  was  enveloped  in  the  smoke 
exailly  as  she  and  I  had  done  some  vears  before  in  the  drawing 
room  at  Uasnall  Cnslle.  Presenllv'  Ihe  smoke  died  awav  and 
Ihe  two  attendants  with  the  fedhered  head-dresses  straielitened 
her  in  Ihe  chair  where  sh  sat  siJH  holdins  the  babe  against  hep 
breast  as  she  miphi  have  ilone  to  nurse  it.  but  with  hep  head 
heni  forward  like  ilial  of  a  person  in  a  swoon. 

Now  Harrtt  stepped  forward  niui  appeared  to  speak  to  the 
i.-.ddess  at  some  leiislh.  then  fell  back  ajiaiii  and  w.iited,  till  in 
the  mid«l  of  an  iiilense  silence  she  rose  from  hep  seat  ,->nd  flxine 
her  wide  eye--  on  Ihe  heavens,  spoke  in  her  tupn.  fop  aUhoueh 
we  heapd  nothing  of  what  she  sairl.  in  that  cleap.  mopning  liitht 
Y  .ould  see  lir  lips  niuNinu  Kop  some  minutes  she  spoke 
theu  sat  down  again  upon  (hii  chair  and  pgmained  motionless 
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m  Mom    -li|i     i,l,|ir«v,.,|  iiin  jin,..u  ,111.    pn,.,) -„.,  „|„|  ..i.  ,i„. 

'list       11^1,  „ri,l  un.l.T-I.HMl  ..v.iv  »„r,l  l„.  ,',i,|  "  ' 

;'"  ."'"'f'li;''!    "f   111-   h..,n,-.,ilv   Chi!,!.    ||„     \„r.,.    ,1,,.,,.,.,, 

ii«-  ..|.poMit.-,l   NurtiircT    Sh,.   „  |,„  i,   il,.-   ~1,„„«    „f  1, .,      ,  , 

UiiM  and  IS  r„n.,MT,.lr,l  („  i|.  „.,,  i,.,.  ,,,„„   „.     ,,'""      "   "" 

';:!: /i'';;' """  'i '•'';""  -'  •'■••  '••'''■i-'i « -  ,„.^' ; 

h«,.l   ,,p,..st   „f   ||„.    K|..rn,,l   Chihl    ,|l,rinv    „n    li  '    I,-  Tl 

say- th.  On.,. ...  Ih- (Jinr.ll.n,  ll„.  .\,„l„r.r.  n,' „k ',1  k- „ll  «U 
went  hi'fnrc    i<r  with  IIim  linl\    ni..L   ,.r  11,.  . 

whom  th..  spirit,  mi.    „"^:,t;^    Z  .z:z  ^''^"" 

i«na  th..  .vil  nno;  ho'^hnl,.  .,Uur  IZr  '<■  1  ."„^",;:', 
nam..  |s  Sat.-.n.   hp  «|i„  f,,r  Ihi-   whil,.  liv,.     i„  .1,     .  I 

HephaRt.  ho  who  is  >vor-(  ,  .„  ,v"  „.  ho  ,  ,  '.  t'i"'"  "'  "" 
.vn„  .„n.,„.r.d,  .n.l  « l,on,  .',!„  Ui  •!  1-  h  „  'in  l"",.;',:: 
!ip_a.«,nsl   yo,..     Th-  hnrl,.-   w.r      ...in-t   I,.  I  a'   U  "    h. 


Evil  warsaBainsi  the  V, , ,  ,  „, 

of  Jana.  my  hail  has  smill.i,  ihct,, 

th-y  havf.  no  food  to  -at      Rut  ||i.<^ 

there  i.s  food  in  your  land.     Tl|.\       n 

-omps  In  Irampi-  vmir  t'oil       Ih- 

(iood,   the  .Ni'.'ht  1.^  .|..vr,i,r  Ih.'   ' 

hatlles.     How   shall   voii  .■oiiqii.T 

liy  yonrown  -In.nutli'.  for  von  ar..  f. 

sironp.     N.,|  hv  (h-  str,.|,;.-t|,  „f  ,,„ 

weak  an.l  old.  Ih-  ila\s  „f  it>  dimiii^,., 

worship  IS  almost  onlw.irn.     Her'    „l 

mit  n-w  go.ls,  who  ar-  still  ihi>  old 

Id.i.'i'  an.l  to  ii.ai!  it  to  its  rest  ' 

'    (low   th-n   sliiill    v.iii   oontni-r    tl 
d-part-.l  to  its  o«>,  pla. ,..  a  r..niii:inl    .,  ■»:.,        , 

In  one   way  onl.v-so   says   the  Cnanli.n.     ,,       '     .,„ 
I.liilil  speakini;  with  the  voir.,  of  tli..  I'liil.'  j 

» horn  ymi  have  summoned  to  voiir  aid  froi 
.viir  of  Ihi'm.  bnt  one  you  have  suflered  to  h- 
the  \\nlcher  in  the  cave.  U  was  „„  evil 
daughter,  of  the  Child,  for  a,  the  Watcher  is  n.  «  * 


-  f all..||  upon  the  people 
ir  ...rn  .ni.l  ih.-ir  i-attle- 
still  -Iront  for  war  and 
I.'  Ink..  \..nr  i-orn;  Jana 
!    •■'.m.      I,,   .lestroy   th- 
ill..  1,1-1    (if  many 
"f  thi.  (.tiildi     .Net 
l"Taiiil  Jan,,  is  v.'rv 
for  Ih..  ChiM  an.ws 
r..  almost  .j.,,,,.    „,„|  n^ 
that   worship   lin^iers. 
ir-  --  on  lo  I, ike  its 


I 


•■n    If.     cii, 


'    has 

iiain'' 
•f  the 
Ili.iM. 

..r 
*f,d 
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loiiii  niHiiv  "f  N«>ii  «hi>  pInniiiMl  llii-  il'' ■!  nni-l  .||i>  who.  hml  it 

iinl   I II  f..r  IImI    niiiii  -   lil I     """I'l   1"^'    I'*''''  ""  ''   "'"' 

Win    dill   <"ii   ■!"   llii-   IhiMii  '     'Hill    »"ii   Mii-li'    l<'''l'    I   -'■"■'•I 

till.  ..•.ii'l  ..r  IIm-  IIm'II  "I  .1  woiiiiii    Ih.il   MHi  iiiiflil  .until In 

,„l  •,  II.'  vvlii.li  (.11-   M|...n  % •  li.M.I  Ilk.     '   -I""''  'i'"»  li'''^''" 

Tim-  -:,itli  ll.i'  r.hil.l     ■  l.il Iiir.'l  :i..Miii-l  Hi''  Hir'''-  »";> 

n'Miiiin.  ;hmI  >vIi;.1  IIm'V   -ImII  .i-k,  Ih^.i     n.'    ("i'  Hi.i-  al •  -liiill 

-om..  i.r  M.ii  I"'  -.i\".l  fPi'iii  Jan.,  ami  I «l I'N''  Iii"i    'V';" 

llinii.'h  111.'  I.nai-.liaii  ami  Hi.-  LliiM  I..'  lak.'ii  a«a.\  ami  Hi.'  l.liiM 
il..ll  r.'tiini  l.Ml-iAMi  |.la..'  Hi.-.' aiv  lli..  «..r.l-  i.f  lli.' Ilracl.' 
iilli-i'.'.l  a!  Mil'  i'l'a-l  i>f  111"  rii-lliiiil-  111'-  «"i'l-  lliiil  ."111..! 
hi'  ilialiL'i'cl  anil  lllii\lla|i  i'      a-l 

llarnl  .'.'a-.'il.  ami  lli.'iv  «.i-  -il.'m.'  wliiL'  Mil-  |n.i'li'iilon- 
im'-^it'.-  -.11  1.  iiitn  111'-  miii'l-  "'  ''i-  aii.ll.ii. .'  \l  l.n!:lli  IIm'v 
si'iMiii'il   111   nml.T-laml   il-   iiniimm-    iiatiir.'   ami    fi'..iii    llnni     ill 

llicri'  arii-i'  a   iiiiiM'r-al    -Iniiiliai -  vmaii       A-   il   ilii'il  awiiy 

III,.  !»..  alli'ii.laiil-  ill'.' I  a-  vi..l  l."^-i i-f.'.l  111''  |i.'r-.iniliia- 

liiiii   ii(   Mil-   l.ailv    Ni-   111   i-i-i'   fn.Mi   In      -I'.l   .iml.   ii| t'   IIm 

mill-  iini.n  InT  hma-l.  |.iiin|.'il  In  -nm-  .iic  lii'ii.'atli  lnT  tliriuil, 
ilimbtl.'s-  thai  l.ii'lliimirk  -hH|i,'.l  llkn  Ih.'  m'»  iiicnii  whirh  minln 
liPT  so  '.M  ri'il  Ml  thi'ii-  I'Vi's  >'mr''  -hi'  wlin  li.>n'  it  ami  -hi.  alotn' 

ilMllll  fill  IliT  linl      iilli.'.' 

Ml  Mil'  aiiflii'iii'i'  ami  Ailh  Ih.'ni  tin'  pi'i.'-l-  .mil  '  '-ti'^-i'-i 
Umril  hi'fnri'  hm-.  Sim  lifli-il  lln-  >>nihiil  "t  Hi.'  <;iiil  inMint- 
it   liiuli   ahi.vi'  liiT  hrail.   wh.i'.'nii  nn.i'  iiini'.'   lln'V   he       il   «illi 

Ihi-  .li'.'["'-l   \.Mii'ratinii.     Tl -lill  Imlilini;  11 lliiiv  .ilnd.   ^In- 

liirncrl  ami  «illi  Imt  I»ii  all.'mlaiil>  |.a I   inl..  Ihi-  -an.liia'y 

anil  ihiiihtl.—  Ihi'nr.'  by  a  ic.vi'i'i'il  way  intn  llii'  linii-i'  Iwymnl. 
Al  anv  rail'  wn  -aw   InT  mi  umri'. 

,\-  MKiii  a-  -h.'  wa-  ji.im'  (In-  iin'-Ti.i.'ali.in.  if  I  ina>  mil  il  sn, 
li'.'iviii^.'  Ih.-ii'  -c.iN.  -wai'tii.'il  ilnuii  intn  llir  iMili'r  .uui'l  .if  111.' 
Innnln  thrniit'li  it<  I'li-tcni  L'al.'.  whi,  li  wa-  mnv  ii|i.'m'il.  Ili'ii' 
IliP  |irii>l<  iirii.Ti'ili'il  111  ili-lrilml"  aiin.ni;  lln'iii  thi  "fl'.Tiiif:- 
lnki>n  fniiii  tin'  allar.  siviiii;  a  ^Maiii  of  inrii  In  oarli  nf  llii'  men 
to  I'.il  ami  a  lliitti'i'  In  I'.nli  nf  111''  wnim'ii.  whii'li  flnwor  slm 
ki^-i'fl  ami  hi.l  in  thi'  hiKOin  nf  Inl'  ml"'  I'.viili'iilly  it  win*  a 
kiml  111   -a.ram.'lll- 

liimnall  lifli'il  hiiii-rlf  a  lidln  iipnn  In-  liami-  .iiiil  kiiiv-.  anil 
I  ~a«   thai  hi-  I'M-  t;lu\viMl  ami  hi-  la.-.'  wa  ■  v.'l'v  |iali' 

■■  What  ai'i'  v.iii  ■.'.lini!  In  rln  '  '    I  a-k.'.l. 

"  ni'niaml  llial  llin-^i-  |.ivi|ili'  f;i\i'  nii'  lia.k  niv  wifiv  uhnin 
Ihi'y  ha\.'  >l..li'n  Uniil  li>  In  -liiji  iiii'  Oiiali'rmain.  I  mi'aii 
«h:'il  I  -iiv.' 

■  lint.  lull.      I  -lainmiM'.'il     '  lli.'v    n.'vi'r  will  ami  wo  nr<-  linl 
llirni'  iiriarmt'.l  miMi." 


Till;  :<    Vi   IT  \K\    AM)  Till:  OATH 
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H.iii-  lirii'ij  ii|i  III-  lilll''  M'liiiw  It.'    !..'!», ,11  II-. 

K.I.I-.       Ill'  lli--rl|.         I  tKIM'  .1   lllnllLllI  I'llr'  l.nl',1   It.iM-    tM-hi- 

li.  KilMli.'  I.i.h  iii,>--Ml  liki  u  liinl  ,,-  In  lirr  ||.  .1,1  .,1,1  l,k,'  i,ri.' 
lui   liiiiiiil  .1-  III  JMT  liii.h     whii  i-.  h,'  -.i>-    III-  ui(-      lliil  fill-  II- 

lu  I  ,k<'  ll,  I'  I'l'iilll  .1111,1111.'  -,>  Ml.lIM  I-  llll|,ii~4lil,'  Nn\>  svll,,l  ill, I 
tll,.l     III, I     Mill  ll'Jil,  l,,|'     II. Hill     ilnl.il'i'     jil.t     iii'mI        II,'    ,li'.'l'  ,|',| 

|ii':nii.'  fi.r  hi-  rt'li-li  Ih.il  In  I,"-'  h,'l|i  .il,,iii'  Ihi'  Wliil.  Ki'IkI.iIi 
,    ;i  ,    -l-l  llii'  li,i-l-  ,.r  III,'  llhii:k    .>, 11,1. ill    ,11,1  lliil   Mil  li.il'ln  liiii-t 

I  i'   .!•:  Ill  M-  ll  III,'  Willi,'  k,'ii<l.'ili  \\,,iil,l  Ill 1,1  li','      .-,, 

II   III-.   Illi.i-.   Ill.il    »•■  ll.iv  -1,1111'lliill^'  I,,  -,  II   »lii,ll   III,'   Willi,' 

Ki'iiihili  iiMi-l   |iii\     ii.iMii'l>   mil'  lit'l|,  .ilmIii'I    IIi,'  llkuk   k,'ii,l.ili 
li,r  il  u,'  will  II, li   liulil   fill'  III, 'III,   ihi'N   |H'|i,'\,'  lli.ii   |h,'\   ,.11111111 
,i>in|,iir   tlii'ii'   I'lM'iiii,-    .111,1    kill    Mil'    ,l,'\il    J, III. I        Wi'll    iiiiw 
•^ij))(,o-iiii.'  Ili.il  III,'  ll.i.i-  -,i-  lli.il  mil'  pi'ii'i'  i-  III,'  «liil''  wuiuuii 
i|pi"<-»',l   Ilk,'  .1   l,ir',|.   I,,  1"'  ,l,'li\,'r.',t  in.'i'  i,i  ii.   \i  Inn  »,'   h.iM' 

,|,r".ll,',|     III,'     lll:i,'k     h llh    .111,1     kllll',1     J:ill,l-  lllli't'     vxhi.ll    ll|,'> 

will  h.ivi'  11,1  iiim,'  ii-i'  f,,r  li,'i  All, I  -ii;i|,„.ii|,.'  Hi,, I  Hi,'  r„i,i.' 
-.i\-  tlhil  il  lli,'>  i','fii-,'  111  |i,n  ili.il  |,i'i,,''  w,'  Hill  liiirii  .ill  mil- 
(iihm|,'I'  ;iii,I  ,  .il'il'iilL','-   -i,  llliil   III"  rill,-   »•'   li;i\,'  .ii.'  ,,(  li'i  ii-,' • 

I-  llii'i'.'  mil  ;i  |,.'th  I,,  w.iik  ,,ii  lii'i',''  " 

I'lTliiip-.  '     I    .iii-\\,'i,',l  S lliiiiL;    1,1     III 'I     u,i- 

iMii'kiii-'  ill  Mi>   mill,!  I, III  I  li.iil  11,,  lilll,'  III  lliiiik  ll  "III 
Tiii'iiiiiL'.  I  ,'\|ikiiii"il  llii'  ill, '11  ll,  lt.,i.'ii.ill    .I'liliiiL' 
'■  I  |ii',i\   Mill  mil  1,1  I,,'  r:i-li      II  M,ii  .,1','    II,, I  i,ii|\   iii.i\   vM'  Ill- 
kill, 'll.    v\ili,ll    ,1,11'-    mil    -11    llllli'll    llkilli'l'.     lull    ll     i-    M'l'i     |.|',l|i;ilil,' 
Ili.il     ,'\l'l|     if     lIli'V      .|,;ir,'    II-     ll|,'\      will     |,||t     ; 11,1     |,i     Vlilll'     will' 

I'.illii'r  lli:iii  -iilli'i'  ,1111'  will, III  lli,\    l,i,,k   ii|,mi  ^  lii,l\   ;iiii|   hIiii 
i-  m'i'i's-iii'>    111  llii'ii'  fiiilli   ill   il-   i.i-l    -li'iiL't'l,'   1,1  I,,'   -,'|i.ii'ii|i',l 
11,1111  Ih'i-  rliiiri-'i'  111  llii'  Chilli    ' 
Thi-  w,i-i  ;i  fiirliiii.il,'  ;ii'jiiiiii,'iii  ,,f  iii'ii,- iiii,|  ,,ii,'  whi,li  wi'iil 

IliilUI' 

Til   ki-i'   hi'i-   II, iw    wiiiil,!    I,,'   im.i'i     III. Ill    I   ,11111,1    !„ir,      I,,.  ' 
iliiilli'i'i'il 

■  Til, 11  will  yiiii  |ii'iiriii-i*  111  li't  III,'  li'\  ll,  iiiiii,  ll.','  Ihi-  :ill.iii  :iii<l 
mil   In  iiili'i'l,'!','  Willi  nil'  ,111,1   -Iiiiw    \  inliiii  i' '  ' 
111'   lli'-il:it,',!  ;i   llliillli'lltjiilii!  .ili-s\,'l',',l  ; 
Vi'-.   I   |ii'iiiiii-i'.   fur  Mill   Iwii    ii'i'  ,  li'M'i-,  I    ihaii   I  ,itii   ,111,1-.. 
I  ,-.'iiimil   ti'ii-t  iii>    iii,|iiiii,'til. ' 

lilliill."    I   -lliil,  ■l-'illlllilll;  :ill  :iir  lif  iiillli,|l-m  ,'   w  hirll    I    ,li,|    hi.! 

fi'i'l       '    .\iiw    wi'    will    L'li   ,l,iuii    111   imII    ii|,ijii    ll.irill    ,iiiil    lii- 
trii'ii.l<.     I  wiiiil  III  h^ivi'  .1  ill,., 'I'  hiiik  ill   ih.il   liTiijili'  " 
Sii   lii'hiiiil   m.r   -,  r,','ii   nf   lni-hi'-    \i,'    w  i'iL".'li',l    Imrk    .i    lilMi' 

,r.    lillH','    lill    Wi'    k,      w     lll:il    Ihi'    -lii| f    llli'    l-'ll I    wmihl    hiili' 

II-  ulii'M  \M'  -111, 111  iiji.     Thi'ii  :i-  i|iiiikl\   il-  WI'  I, ml, I   WI'  iii.iilii 

1,111'   W;i\    I'll-I  Wiif'il-   fur    -imili'lllill.Li    ii\,-l'   :,    ,{!|.i|'ti'!*  of   :|    Miilt'    ;,ji,| 

ifli'i-  Ihi-^  liinii'd  III  Ihi'  iiiiilh.  .\-  I  ,'V|i,il"il.  Ih'mimiI  Hi,,  lini.- 
'if  lill'  I  rali'i'  WI'  fmiiiil  mir-ii'lM'-  mi  Ihi'  ri<irii:.  Iri'i'-,  Iml  l„,-iiiii 
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()(  the  mountnin  ami.  Ilireiidini-'  our  path  through  the  cedar?, 
lamp  pri'sratly  lo  tliut  tr;iik  or  roadway  wlii  h  led  to  the  eu»ter;i 
!.'ate  of  the  amphitheatre.  This  road  we  followed  unseen  until 
presently  (he  fiateway  appeared  before  us  We  walked  through 
il  without  atlraeliiij,'  any  attention,  perhaps  because  all  the 
people  were  either  talkiiip  together,  or  praying,  or  perhaps 
because  like  them.-elves  we  were  wrapped  in  white  robes.  At 
the  mouth  of  the  (unnel  we  stopped  .(ud  1  called  out  in  a  loud 
voice  : 

The  white  lords  and  their  serv.int  have  (  ome  to  visit  Harflt. 
as  he  invited  them  lo  do  Bring  us.  we  pray  you.  into  the 
[iresenie  of  Harilt.' 

F.veryrne  wheided  round  and  stared  at  us  standing  there  in 
Hie  shadow  of  Hie  gateway  tunnel,  for  the  sun  behind  us  was 
still  low.     .Mv  word!  how  "they  did  stare!     A  voice  cried; 

■    Kill  Iheni  I     Kill  these  strangers  who  desecrate  our  temple." 

•  What  !  "  1  answered  "  Would  yon  kill  tliftsi  to  whom 
your  higli-priest  has  given  siit(..iondu(  I;  those  n  oreover  by 
wliose  l.(  l|i  alone,  as  your  (Iracic  has  ju>t  declared,  joij  can  ho[)e 
to  sl.iy  Jana  and  de>|ii)y  his  hosts?  " 

•  How  (III  ;|iey  know'  that?  "  shouted  another  voice.  "  They 
.ire  magicians!     They  are  magicians! 

"  Vi's,'  I  leniaiked,  "  all  magii-  does  nol  dwell  in  the  hearl^ 
of  Ihe  Wliiti'  Kcndah.  If  yoii  doubt  it.  go  to  look  at  the 
Watcher  in  the  Cave  whom  your  Oracle  lold  vou  is  dead.  You 
will  find  thai  il   did  not  lie." 

As  I  >poke  a  man  rushed  through  the  gates,  his  white  robe 
sireaniiiig  on  Ihe  wind,  shouting  as  be  emerged  from  the  tunnel : 

■  O  I'liisls  and  Priestesses  of  the  Child,  the  ancient  serpent  is 
(lead.  I  w  liosc  ollice  il  is  to  feed  Ihe  ser|ient  on  Ihe  day  of  the 
new   miM;n  have  found  him  dead  in  his  house." 

•  You  bear."  I  iiifer|iolated  calmly.  '  The  Father  of  Snakes 
is  dead  If  vou  want  to  know  how-.  I  will  tell  you.  We  looked 
Of  if  and  it  ilied." 

They  inigbl  have  aV.swered  that  poor  Savage  also  looked  on  il 
wilh  Ihe  resull  that  he  died.bnl  luckily  il  did  not  occur  lo  them 
to  do  so.  On  the  contrary,  they  just  stood  still  and  stared  al 
us  like  a  flock  of  startled  sheep. 

Presently  Ihe  shee(i  parted  and  the  shenlierd  in  Ihe  shape  of 
Harrtt  appeared  looking,  I  reflected,  the  very  picture  of  Abraham 
softened  by  a  touch  of  ttie  melancholia  of  Joti.  that  is.  -".s  I  have 
always  imagined  thosi  [latriarchs.  He  bowed  lo  us  wilh  hi- 
u!<uai  Oriental  courtesy,  and  we  bowed  back  to  him.  Han's 
bow*.  I  may  explain,  was  of  ttie  most  peculiar  nature,  more  like 
a  sliulpat,  as  the  Boers  call  a  land-tortoise.  .Inivving  its  wrinkled 
head  into  its  shell  and  putting  il  out  agiijn  than  anything  eJse. 
Then  HarOt  remarked  in  his  psculiar  English,  which  I  suppose 


THE  SAXCTIARY  AND  THE  OATH 


201 


the   White   Kendah   took   for   some   tongue   knmvn    onlv    to 
magicians : 

"  So  you  got  hern,  eh?  Why  vou  get  liere.  hnw  the  devil  von 
get  here,  eh?  " 

■  We  got  here  because  you  asked  u<  to  do  sii  if  we  could  " 
I  answered,  •  and  we  Ihiiui-'ht  it  rud-  not  (n  nfcept  vnur 
invilatiou.  For  the  rest,  we  came  llirough  a  cave  wheri'Vnu 
kept  a  tame  snake,  an  ugly-looking  reptile  hut  verv  h.irnile-s  to 
those  who  know  how  to  deal  with  snakes  and  are'not  afraid  of 
Ihera  as  poor  liena  was.  If  you  ijin  spare  the  skin  I  shouhl  like 
to  have  it  to  make  myself  a  rulie.  ' 

HarOt  looked  at  me  with  evident  respr,  t.  muttering: 

■'  Oh.  Macumazana.  you  what  vou  Engli-h  ( ;dl  cooL^ciuite  cool ' 
Is  that  all?  " 

■■  .Nd."  I  answered.  •  .Mthough  vou  ilid  not  happen  to  nuliiv 
us.  we  have  been  present  at  vour  ( iiuri-h  serviie.  and  hcvird  and 
seen  everything.  For  instance,  we  saw  the  wife  id  the  lord  here 
whom  you  stole  away  in  Kgvpt.  her  that,  heinir  a  liar  M.-irrtl 
you  swore  you  never  sKde.  .Also  we  lieard  her  word<  after  m>u 
liad  made  her  drunk  with  vonr  tohacc-    -moke  " 

Now   for   once   in    his   life  Hnrill    was.    in    sporting   parlar 

knocked  out.    II-  looked  .at  u<.  tlicn  Inriiiii!;  ippite  pale    liftcil  hi- 

eyes  to  heaven  ami  rocked  u|i<jn  his  iVd  h<  lliongh  he  »ere  al I 

to  (all. 

■  How  you  do  it?  How  you  do  it.  elfj  ■  i,,,  |,|„.rie,|  i„  „  weak 
voice. 

■■  Mever  you  mind  how  we  did  it.  niv  friend."  I  answered 
loftily.  ■•  Wliat  we  want  to  know  is  when  vou  are  eoing  ti, 
hand  over  that  lady  to  her  hushand  '  ' 

■•  .Not  possible.  ■•  tic  answered,    recoverini.'   <i,ni<-  of  his   !(,»,■ 

UK-r'rM  ■",  .■*'!'  ■'""•  "■■"  '"■  '''"  '"■■••  ■^'"'  ■'"""'■  "f  III"  '^hild 
While  f.hild  there,  .ihe  stop  there  till  ~h(.  die    ■ 

'■  See  here."  tiroke  in  Rat'iiall.  '  l.ither  von  give  me  mv  wife 
or  someone  else  will  die.  Vou  will  die.  Il.irilt.  I  am  a  ^tionirer 
','""•',■."■,'.'  •'""  '"■''•  "'"'  ""''•-"  >""  l"'onii-c  to  give  me  niv  »\1,- 
I  wil  kill  you  now  «ith  this  stick  anil  mv  hands  ln>  not  nnn,. 
or  call  out  if  you  want  to  live." 

"  Lord,"  answered  the  oM  man  with  some  digoilv  •■  I  kianv 
you  can  kill  me.  and  if  you  kill  me.  I  think  I  sav  Ihank  vou  who 
no  wish  to  live  in  so  miiih  tionhle.  But  Hhaluooil  that  -iiicc 
in  one  minute  then  yon  die  loo.  all  of  vou.  ,ind  h.dv  -he  <i(,r, 
here  till  Black  Kendah  king  take  her  |„  wife  or  sh,.'too  die  ,  t 
herselfj 

.    l''^!,",';.'''"^'     '  '"'"'"'  '"■  "•"ndiuff  wnrninglv  upon  It,iBnair« 
foot.         We  have   heard   your  Ora,  le   and   we' kno«    that    vou 

the  Black  h..ndah.     If  ysu  will  n(d  promise  wliil  w»  n-k.  ««  will 


f) 
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mil  lii'lji  xiiii 
I 


Tin;    ivoRV  (Hii-i) 

W.'   will   I'lini   "HI'   1.1, «,|.T  Mini   iiwll    i.ui-  U'.vl     H> 


vaii.h  w,'  liHv..  h.'i-..  will.  !!<:.  i.n.l  hv  mil-  h.  Ip  y<Mi  AvM  >  ..iMpi.  r. 
|l(i  villi  iiiKlci-liin.li'  ,        1     . 

'Hp  ii...l,lfil  ill,  I  ^In.kiii^'  hi.  I. Ill'-'  l";iii-'i    ■■<->^>'<'  ■ 
•  Whiil  M)ii  "iiiil  II-  I'l'i'mi-''.  I'll  '  .         .      ,      ,        ,   ,1, 

■■  \v.    vHiil   vol romi^.'  Unit  .-ifl.T  J i-  'l".i'l  •■""I  •"" 

lllH.-k  K.  1.1.      :iiv  .!nv,.  1  a>v.v,  v,.ii  will  L-iv.'  m.  t..  ii<  11.1  nrm...! 

„    la.U    'vl  Mil  V..1,  li.v..  .t..l.M.     Al-„  IliMl  yen  will  linnf,'  li-r 

!,,,';,  ,;:Uw  mil  i.f  M....' ..!■•>  l.y  It...  ......N  yon  k.inw.  .n.l 

....•Miivvliil..  Ihi.l  y.ii.  "ill  l''l  ilii.^  I"i'l  ^'•;'   "-^  "''"      ., , ,      -r,,,, 
,„.;, Mil  t.i  triMv.v     AN..  ...-■  ^'im.l,    •,■,...■:.■  h'v  n...i.    .'n.  .t> . 

1',;, ;,."  v''.i  ,■...„.•  1,.  ..ti.o.-  pi sit  .i..«..  ......i  '■':^  "h.w  1  iMik 

«ilh|.n.vl-.     !(.■  .■.fiai.l  .i.illii..!-';    v,m  .|i..l.'  -i.f  v 

Wl.v  0....11.I  «.•  1...  iifi..i.i:'    II  i-^  y."  "I'"  -I'""''    I-'  ■'''■""'' 
V,,.,  vvhn  <lnl..  tl.i-  ki.ly  lui.l  l.ro..L.|il  ILmim  I"  l..<  .l-;ll.;     '>"  >"" 
iiol  .vm.'!.ili.'r  til..  W.....1-  of  y.i.ir  ..\m.  <ir...l''    I  miOI 
■■  V.--     I   kn.nv  vv.ir.ls.   1.1.1    l.i.w   i/oii   k..o«    11......    fh.K   I  not 

fm-m...!  it-.'lf  .■.l<»..t  1.^  ••.»'!  (•<m'l..i'l'''l  "^^  tl.."'iS-'l.  Il"'  ''i'""''  """ 
,|on.r  II,..  |.H-,ir'  to  111..  .......11.1  rniirl  ,.f  111..  t...i..|.l...  wl..'l.  ^v.•,- 

f  tho  .'as.,;;.-.  k....,i...:  vv.1.1..     i'n.>....lly    w.-»™    i:""*!^' ..": 


f.m.l  ,■11.1  .hiiik.  of  vvl.i.li  lli.i.s  ""'I  1  l«'i'l""'^  t...ui.tilv  Uioiipti 

1,1,  1.  «ho  w„s  .o  1 I.,  l.i.  lo<t  wif..  .-.-..i  v;.|  -.  I»r  away 

.oi^M  ,.al  1ml  littl..,     Mi..J..|...l  joy  IM...^...-'   jfl.T  I  "■;'■  """'V'  " 
„,;,„o„.  -,.a,vl.  1,0  toiin.l  hn-  yot  aliv...  an.    l-ar  l..^t  ^l';'^  ;;;!;;■ 

a-aii.  1...  tak,..i  tnmi  l.in.  I".,  '-^r.  .l>.I,r.\...l  li.m  .-f  all  .1. 

Wl.il.-  «..  al...  |,ri.-l-  to  ll.i'  ii..nilH.r  of  al,.,..t  a  'I"'''',' ■,"''"  ' 
M.|,|,o-..  hail  1.......  -..n...i.,...-.l  l.y  lla...M.   w.-r.-  a.ln.iU.'.t  l.y  til'; 

..„,  ..I  ao.l    L.atl.....i..?  o.it  of  .■a|.>l.ot  of  ..-  l,..tvv..p,.  11,..  at  arj,...! 

i"lir    -aM.H.aiv.    .-nt.......!    on    an    ..ai'm-^t    .li-.^ii-H....    «.ll.    h.n, 

Wal.Lil.i!  Ihoi.-  Ian-  1  ...,..1,1,M.,.  Il.al   thn....  wa.'  a  .tmii^'  .l.ff.T- 

,.i„.,.  of  opinion  l...tvK....n  Hn.n.,  al.oiit  lial     lakinL-  on.,  vinw  m, 

,|'V  n.att....  .It  vvl.i.l.  Ili.'v  .li-|,.il...I.  a„.l  half  ano  li.r.     At  1-ncll, 

Mafiil  nia.lo  H,m..  propo-ilion  to  ul.i.l.  Il...y  all  a^'r....ir     TIi.m, 

I!,.,  .loor  of  th..  -an,liia|.y  vva<  op..n..<l  Willi  a  .Iraiip.-  soil  of  k.x 
wlii.-h  ..11-'  of  Ih..  pri..-N  |.ro,li..-...l,  showing'  a  .lark  ...Icrinr  .i, 
vvllllh  .l,.an..-.l  a  whit,-  -.bi,-,.;.  1  -„Pi.o..-  n...  -tain,  of  1h<-  <-I...M, 
Ilar.1t    an.l   two  otliiT^   ...itPi....l,    11..'  iloo..  h.'.np  rlo-cii   liPhili'. 

Ahont    liv..  ininiil..-   lal'.r  thnv    appiMn'rl   nsain   an.l   a    pi'l.-.^! 
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Mut  MarOit,  niatW  >oiih*  ruinnniiiifHtiiin  let  the  uth*'r-.  \\Ut> 
li-liTi'Ml  i'arrii'-ll\  iiinl  alM'r  cnu'wi'il  lori.-nll.ilidri  .-iviiilii'il  a-.-i'iit 
liv  hiililiiii!  up  Itio  riL'lil  li.iiiil  .Ni>\\  uif  of  lln'  |iriivl-  walki'il  Ici 
xvhfr*'  \\t'  wt'i-f  anil,  linw  ini.'.  hi'^vit  ii-  tn  aih.iii-.-  lu  Hit-  allai'. 
This  \\f  iliil,  anil  wi'ii'  -liiml  in  a  linn  in  frujil  u[  il.  Hans  lii'iiiff 
<ft  in  \l\f  iniililli'  plaif.  uliili-  llii'  prii-l-  iain;i'il  Ilionisi'lvi'S  (in 
cithiT  -iilc.  Ni'Xl  llaialt.  having'  iini  !•  ninri'  npiiiiil  the  lioor  of 
Mil'  sanrlnarv.  Iimk  lii-  -tanil  a  iillli'  In  tin-  rii'lit  iif  11  anil 
aililiTssi'il  ns'  niil  ill  Knf.'lisli  lint  in  liis  ii«n  la[i;!na^'i',  paiisini; 
al  till-  I'nil  iif  i-iii'li  -^I'MliTKi'  Mial  I  iniL'lil  li'aii-lali'  In  lla|2nall. 

"  l.drils  Marnniazana  anil  l^i'Z.i.  and  m'IIdu  man  wliii  is  nami'il 
Liulit-iii-llarkni's^,  ■  h,'  -ai.l.  ■  «i'.  Ilii'  IumiI  pi-i-l-  iif  lln'  Cliilil. 
^pi'iikinL'    on    licliall   nf    IIh'    Wliil.'    hcinlah    pi'opli'    «ilh    full 

aulliorily   sn    |ij   ,|ii,    hiivr   lakiai    ii-il    lo;;itlicr  ami    nf   lln' 

wisilnni  lit  Mil'  i:iiilil  as  tn  Ilic  ili'maml-  uliicli  vnn  niaki-  nf  us 
Tliiisi'  iliinanils  an' :  Fii'sl.  that  afli'i'  >nu  tiavi'  killiil  Jana  anil 
ili'fi'aleil  Ihi'  HI  ark  hi'mlah  mi'  shniilil  v'i\i'  nvi-i'  In  >nu  llii'  whi|.' 
Iail>  ulin  was  linni  in  a  far  laml  In  till  Ihi'  nlliri'  nf  (InariliaM  nf 
Ilii' Child,  as  is  -linwn  li>  lln'  mark  nf  lln'  ni'vv  inniin  upnii  hci' 
liri'ast.  lull  who.  hi'iaiisi'  tiir  Ihi'  si'imid  linif  \vi'  rnnlil  mil  laki' 
her.  hi'iaun'  lln'  wifi'  nf  \nu.  Ilii'  LnnI  l^'fza.  Si'iomlly.  Ihal  wi- 
^hniilil  iiinduci  >on  ami  In'i'  -al'i'ly  niii  nf  nur  land  to  snnie  pUi-i' 
wlii'iiii'  ynii  ran  I'l'liiMi  In  .Mail'  mMi  idiinlry.  Until  nf  Itn.'si' 
tilings  Wf  will  dn.  Iti-rausf  \\i'  know  frnm  of  nid  that  if  imr" 
Jana  is  di'ad  «i'  stiall  liavi'  no  laii-i'  In  fi'ar  tin'  lllack  Ki'udali 
any  ninrc,  simi'  wr  liilii'vi'  that  thin  lh<>  will  li'avi'  their  liiinii' 
and  L'o  I'lsrwhcri'.  and  Ihi'i'i'fnri'  Ihal  \M'  >liall  no  Innj-'i'i'  m'i'il 
an  Oraik'  to  di'ilari'  to  us  in  what  way  ilcavi'ii  will  protcrl  us 
frnm  Jana  ami  from  llu'in.  Or  if  anothiM'  (Iraih'  shniild  lietomi- 
iM'ii'Ssary  to  us,  douhlli'-s  in  iliir  sca-nn  -In-  will  lia  fnnnil.  Al-o 
«!■  admit  that  w i'  -toll'  awa>  this  lady  lii'cansi'  we  lunsf, 
althuuifh  sill'  was  tlii'  w  ifi'  of  oiu'  nf  yon.  Hut  if  wi'  swear  this, 
vou  on  your  part  mu<t  al-n  swi'ar  that  you  will  stay  with  i|s  till 
ihi'  I'liil  nf  till'  war.  inaking  our  laiisc  your  laiisc  and.  if  m'i'il 
111',  giviiif;  your  livi's  for  us  in  lialll".  Vou  niusl  swcir  further 
that  none  of  >iiu  will  .illeinpl  In  M'e  or  to  lake  In'ine  lli.il  lady 
wlui  is  named  Ciuardian  nf  the  r.liild  until  we  hand  her  nver  to 
ynu  iiiiliariiied.  II  you  will  nnl  -vxear  these  liiinf.'s,  then  sinie 
iin  liliioil  may  he  shed  in  this  hcdy  plaie.  In're  we  will  rin^'  yon 
round  niitil  you  die  nf  hiini-'er  ami  nf  thirst,  or  if  ynu  eseafie 
frnm  this  temple.  llliM  we  will  fall  Upon  ynu  and  pill  >nn  to 
death  and  lii-'ht  our  nw  h  hatlle  wiili  J.inn  as  hest  u,.  may." 

"  And  if  we  make  llie-e  promi-es  Imw  .ire  we  In  know  lli.d 
\(m  will  keep  'iinrs'  ■  I  inlerriipled. 

■■  Beeaiise  the  oath  lli.it  we  -hall  give  you  will^ie  the  oath  nf 
the  Child  that  may  not  he  hrokeii." 
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■  Th>Mi  awe  it."  I  sniti,  for  ullhuiigh  I  did  not  altngetlmr  like 
the  sM-iirilv.  ob\iniisly  it  wiis  the  best  to  be  hail. 

S(i  vcrv  soldniily  thny  laid  th^ir  ri^'hl  hiiiuU  upon  Ihn  altar 
.111(1  ••  in  the  prcfi-nrc  (if  the  Child  and  the  iiamc  of  the  Child 
and  of  all  the  White  Kciidah  ppoido  "  icpcilcd  after  llariH  a 
nio^t  solemn  oath  of  whicli  I  have  already  jiiven  the  siibstanre. 
It  called  down  on  their  heads  a  very  dre.idlnl  doom  in  lliis  world 
and  the  next,  shoidd  it  be  broken  cither  in  the  spirit  or  the 
letter:  the  paid  oath,  however,  to  be  only  binding  if  we,  on 
onr  part,  swore  to  observe  their  terms  and  kept  our  engage- 
ment also  in  the  spirit  and  the  letter. 

Then  they  askcil  iis  to  fnllil  our  share  of  the  paet  and  very 
considerntciy  drew  out  of  he.iring  while  n"  discussed  the 
matter;  llarflt.  the  only  one  of  Ihein  who  understood  a  word  of 
Knglish.  retiring  behinil  the  sanctii.iry.  At  first  1  had  ditriculties 
with  Ragnall.  who  was  most  unwilling  to  hind  himself  in  any 
,.  way.    In  the  end   on  my  pointing  out  that  nothing  leas  than  our 

l^i  l>  lives  were  invohed  and  rr"bably  Ihal  of  his  wife  as  well,  also 

that  no  other  course  was  open  to  us.  he  gave  way.  to  my  great 
relief. 

Hans  announced  himself  ready  to  swear  anything,  adding 
blandly  that  weirds  mattered  nothing,  as  afterwards  we  could  do 
whatever  seemed  best  in  our  own  interests,  whereon  I  read  him 
a  short  moral  lecture  on  ihe  heinousness  of  perjury,  which  did 
not  seem  to  impress  him  very  much. 

This  matter  settled,  we  called  back  the  priests  and  informed 
them  of  our  decision.  Uartit  demanded  that  we  should  alBrm  it 
"  by  the  Child."  which  we  declined  to  do.  saying  that  it  was 
our  custom  to  sw(>.Tr  only  in  the  name  of  our  own  God.  Being 
a  liberal-minded  man  who  had  travelled,  llardt  gave  way  on  the 
point.  So  I  swore  lirst  to  the  effect  that  I  would  fight  for  the 
White  Kendah  to  the  finish  in  consideration  of  the  promise?  that 
they  had  made  lo  us.  I  added  that  1  would  not  attemnt  either 
to  see  or  to  interfere  willi  the  lady  her(^  known  as  the  ftuardian 
of  the  Child  until  the  war  was  over  or  even  to  bring  our 
existence  to  her  knowledge,  ending  up.  "  so  help  me  God."  as 

bad  done  several  limes  w  lien  giving  evidence  in  a  court  of  law. 

Next  Ragnall  with  a  great  elT'jrt  repeated  my  oath  in  English, 
Uarflt  listening  cjircfiiHy  to  cNcry  word  and  once  or  twice  asking 
me  to  explain  the  exacl  meaning  of  some  of  them. 

Lastly  Hans,  who  seemed  very  bored  witli  Ihe  whole  affair, 
swore,  also  repealing  the  words  after  me  and  finishing  on  his 
own  account  with  "  so  help  me  the  nwcrend  Predikant.  the 
Haas's  father."  a  form  that  lie  niteriv  ileclineii  lo  vary  idlhongh 
it  iiivtdved  more  explanations.  When  pressed,  indeed,  he 
showed  consiileraWe  ingcnuily  by  pointing  out  to  tile  priests 
that   to  his   mind   my   poor  father  stood  in   cxa('tly  the  same 
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rclulion  to  the  I'owfr  Hbov»  iis  iit  lliiir  Oriiel"'  did  lo  tin;  Child 
Up  ofteied  gcncroii^^ly,  lioNM'Vtr.  lo  tliiow  in  llir  spirits  ip(  liis 
priiiidtii)her  mid  prandmollitT  ;ind  sonif  (.•xlr.ii)rdin»rv  di\iiiitv 
llu'V  worshipiH'd,  I  think  it  wiis  n  hapf,  ns  iiii  iidditic'nuil  frii.ir- 
iiiilcc  (if  friKid  fiiith,  '!'hi«  iirii|iii.-id  thi'  priests  ucccpti'd  tnivcly, 
thereon  Huns  \\his|MTi'd  into  niv  cur  in  Duldi : 

"  Thiisp  fools  do  not  reniuinljcr  that  when  pressed  hy  do)(s 
the  hiiro  often  douMes  on  it>  own  spoor,  and  that  yo;ir  reverend 
father  will  be  very  pleaded  if  I  eaii  play  them  tiie  same  trick 
with  the  while  liidy  that  Ihey  plaved  with  llie  I.oril  ljie?i." 

I  only  looked  at  hini  in  ri'ply.  sinec  the  morality  of  Hans  was 
past  argument.  It  mi^'ht  pertiups  be  sninnied  up  in  one  sen- 
tence :  To  get  the  better  of  his  neighbour  in  his  ma -ter's  service. 
honestly  if  possible;  if  not.  by  any  means  tliat  canu.  to  his  Imnd 
down  lo  that  of  murder.  M  the  boltoni  of  |ii<  dark  and 
mysterious  heart  Hans  worship[ied  oid\  one  god.  named  Love, 
not  of  woman  or  child,  but  of  my  humble  self  His  principle- 
were  those  of  a  rather  sly  but  very  high-clnss  and  exclusive  don 
neither  better  nor  worse.  Still,  whcui  all  is  said  and  dene,  there 
are  lower  crealtures  in  the  world  than  liiL'h-cl.i's  dogs.  At  lea-l 
so  the  masters  whom  they  adore  are  apt  to  think,  esperiallv  if 
their  watrhfulnesy  and  courage  have  often  saved  them  from 
death  or  disaster 


If 


ii 


,// 


rilAI'TKR    Will 

Till-:   E.MRASSV 

The  (•ercninnics  were  iivi'i-  iitii^  \lw  piii'sls,  wilh  Ihc  oxrfption 
uf  Kiirilt  anil  two  wliii  I'l'iiKiincd  In  iilli'iiil  iipuii  hiui.  vaiii.~lii'il. 
pruliably  lo  inform  \h\-  in.ilf  iinil  fi'ni;il'-  hic'ro|jli!inls  of  IIumi' 
rcriult,  iind  lliroii{.'li  llic-c  llir  wliirfo  |ii'(iplc  uf  the  Wliili'  Kcndiili. 
Uld  Harm  Hlari'il  al  i\>  for  a  litlli'  uliili-.  Ilii'n  ~aiil  in  Knylisli. 
wliiili  lie  always  lilii'd  lo  lalk  wIicmi  Itaf-'nall  wa-  pri'scnt. 
perhaps  foe  ihi'  <aki'  of  (iraclicc  ; 

"  Wlial  you  liki'  (111  now.  I'li:"  I'raps  wish  lly  liai  k  lo  Town 
of  (Miild,  for  snpposi'  Ihis  how  you  roiniv  If  so.  pli-a^i'  take  iiir 
with  you.  hi'iausr  thai  suvi'  lonf!  riili'," 

'■  Oh'  no."  I  answered.  "  We  walked  here  Ihnaiali  that  hole 
where  lived  the  Fathi'r  of  Snakes  who  died  of  fear  when  hi'  ~aw 
us.  and  just  mixed  with  the  rest  of  you  in  the  lourl  of  the 
temple  ■ 

■  Ciood  lie."  said  llarilt  admirinjily.  ''very  lir>lilass  lie! 
Wonder  how  you  kill  great  snake,  which  we  all  Ihink  never 
die,  for  he  live  there  nuinlred.  hnndred  years,  oiu'  people  liml 
him  there  when  lir-t  they  come  lo  lhi~  country,  anil  make  him 
kind  of  god.  Well,  he  iinsty  hea^l  ami  he~t  dead.  I  say.  you 
like  see  Child?  If  so.  come,  for  von  our  hrotliers  now,  only 
please  take  oil  hat  and  not  speak." 

I  Intimated  that  we  should  "  like  see  Child,"  and  led  by 
Hurilt  we  entered  the  little  sandnary  which  was  harely  lar>!e 
enough  to  hold  all  of  us.  In  a  niche  of  the  end  widl  stood  the 
sacred  clligy  which  Ragnall  end  I  examined  wilh  ,i  kind  of 
reverent  interest,  it  proved  to  he  the  sl.itue  of  an  infant  about 
two  feel  high,  cut.  i  imagine,  from  the  lia-e  of  ,i  -insile  hut  very 
large  elephant's  tusk,  so  ancient  that  the  yellowish  ivory  Jiad 
become  rotten  and  was  covered  with  a  mnltiimie  of  liny  lis'siires. 
Indeed,  from  its  ap(iearance  I  maiU'  up  my  mind  that  several 
thousands  of  years  must  have  p.is-cd  vince'llie  lic;i-l  dii.-d  from 
which  this  ivory  was  taken,  especially  as  it  had,  I  presume, 
always  been  carefully  preserved  uinler  cover. 

The  workmanship  of  the  object  was  excellent,  that  of  a  fine 
artist  who,  I  should  think,  had  taken  some  living  infant  for  his 
•iOti 
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niortrl,  pprli;i|i-  ii  iliiW  "f  Uti-  l'l\iirti>li  nf  lln'  iIhv.  II'Ti'  1  may 
^:ly  lit  uiM''  lliiil  llic'iT  cdiilil  111'  nil  iliuilil  lit  it-  Ku v(itiiiii  iirii.Mii. 
firiii'  HI)  iiiii'  -iili'  iif  till'  lii'iiil  W.I-  a  >iriL'|i'  Imk  of  Imir.  wliih' 
Ihf  rmir-lti  liiiaiM'  nf  tin-  riBlit  liaml  was  Ih'M  lufiu'i'  lln'  lip-  as 
llioiisli  111  I'lijiiin  -ili'iiri'  llnlh  lit  Ihivi-  iiiiiiliarilii's,  it  will  bf 
rnnii'iiihi'i'fil.  all'  ilia,  iili'ri-lii'  iif  llii'  iiifiiil  lliini-.  Iln' rliild  of 
(Niri<  .'inl  l-i-.  a-  |iiirlnivi'il  in  lirnriAP-  .mil  li'iiiiilc  iar\iiii.'s. 
So  al  liasl  ilaviiall.  «  hn  riVi'iilly  liail  siinlioij  many  -iirli  nlliiii's 
in  Ki.'y|il,  inforiiii'il  inr  l.ili'i'.  Thi'i'i',  w.i^  nnlhinL'  I'l-i'  ill  Ihi" 
lilaii'  I'xii'jil  an  ainii'iil.  sll'iiiL'-si'ali'il  rhair  nf  i'liiin>,  ailiirni'fl 
Willi  inl.'iiil  ivnry  palli'rn-;  an  ''niuy  if  a  -naki'  in  porrolaiii. 
-liDwin^'  llial  -I'ipiMil  wiirslii[i  wa-  in  snnii'  wa\  nii\i'il  np  with 
thpir  ri'Iiuinii.  am)  t\Mi  rnlls  of  papyrus,  at  liM-l  thai  is  what 
Ihoy  Inoki'il  liki',  wliirli  wi'ro  laiil  in  tin'  nirln'  willi  tin'  -taliu'. 
Thcsr  mils,  In  my  ilisap|iointnii'nt,  ll.irilt  ri'fiis"il  tn  .illnw  ns 
In  i'\amini'  nr  ivi'ii  to  liiiiili. 

AfliT  HP  had  Ipft  Ihi'  saii.lnary  I  a-ki'r|  lliinll  » In-ii  this 
liKiiri'  w.is  hrniiL'hl  In  llnir  land,  jli'  n'plii'.l  thai  it  i.iiiii'  whiMi 
thi'v  rami',  at  wtnt  .lair  in-  rmilil  not  ti'll  ii-  :i-  it  wa-  -ii  lonii 
apii.  an. I  that  with  it  rami'  tin'  wiir-hip  and  Ihi'  ri'i'i'innnii"s  of 
tlii'ir  ri'lisjion. 

In  ariswi'r  l.i  fiirthiT  qiipsiions  hi'  .iddi''!  that  thi-  liu'uri'. 
whii'h  -icmi'.i  In  In'  nf  iv(ir> ,  lonlaini'd  Un'  <pirils  wliirli  riili'd 
till'  -iin  and  Hip  ninnn.  and  thi'niiL'h  Ilii'm  tlip  world.  This,  -jiid 
Ka^'nall.  wa-  jii-t  a  pii'ip  nf  Kvyjiliaii  IliPiilnv'y.  pri'-iTVPil  down 
111  niir  own  liinp<  in  a  rnmnli'  rnrin'r  of  .\frira.  doiihtli'-s  liy 
•Ipsii'iid.int-  of  dwidli'i's  on  Hip  MIp  who  h.nl  Iippo  drivi'ii  tlii'm'p 
I  sonip  naliiinal  lala-lroplip.  and  tiroiifjht  away  with  thi'ni  tlii'ir 
.lilh  anil  iini'  of  tlip  itlit-ii--  of  tlmir  L'ods,  Pi'rtlap-  thpy  tipil  at 
ilip  limp  of  Hip  l'i'r-i;in  iiuasinn  li>  liainliysi's. 

.Vfli'r  wp  had  pnn'rvPil  from  this  dpppl.\  inlprn-linK  shriri". 
whiih  was  loikod  liphind  ii-,  llanll  IpiI  n-.  not  throiisili  Hi.' 
p.issiipp  i-oniiPrlinL'  il  with  thi'   -loni'  limisp  that   wp  kni'w  wa- 

f ufiii'd   hy   flacn.'iirs  wifp  in   h.'r  rap.irily  a-^  linai'ili.in   nf   tlrr 

r.hild.  or  .1  latlpp-day  ppr-oniliratinn  of  t-is.  Lady  of  Hip  .Moon, 
at  whiili  hiin-p  hi'  I'a-t  many  Inncinj;  ^'lanri's.  hut  hark  throns-'ii 
Ilip  two  lourts  and  tin'  pylon  to  IHp  gat"Hay  ot  th"^  ti'mpli'. 
Ilrrp  on  Hip  road  by  whirli  wp  had  nitprpd  Hit-  plapp.  a  fft.  t 
w'ii'h  WP  did  not  nipntioii  to  him.  hp  paiisPd  and  addn'sj.'.!  ns. 
Lord-."  tiP  -aid.  "  now  yon  .ind  IliP  IN-o  ■  of  tli.'  Whitp 
I'.'ndah  arp  onp;  your  PUds  ari'  thpir  I'nd-^.  your  fatp  is  thPir 
fatp.  Ihoir  spiTPt';  ai'p  your  spprpt-.  Yon,  Lnn!  Ippza,  work  for 
a  rpward.  naiiiply  tlip  [iPrson  of  tliat  lady  whom  wp  took  from 
yon  on  flip  .Nih'." 

"How-  did  yon  do  that''"*  intprrnplpil  Tia^nall  when  I  had 
interpri'tPd. 

"  Lord.  WP  watrhi'd  yon.    Wp  knpw   wliPii  you  I'ami'  to  F!cy[it: 
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\vc  toilow*'(i  you  in  Knypl.jwhUhfr  we  hnil  journcyprt  on  our 
rond  to  Enftlnnd  once  mori"  lo  seek  our  Ornole,  till  tlie  Any  of 
oiir  opportunity  dnwnei].  Tlien  nl  nifiM  we  r.'ill''<i  'ic''  ^n'l  'he 
iiliiyi'ij  llie  ruil,  ns  slie  must  do  whose  mind  we  have  taken 
away — ask  me  not  liow — and  liroufilit  tier  to  dwell  witli  us, 
■^lie  who  is  marked  fr<im  her  birlh  with  the  holy  sicn  and  wears 
upon  her  hreast  rerlnin  charmed  stones  and  a  synihol  that  for 
thousands  of  years  have  adorned  the  hody  of  the  Child  and 
those  of  its  (irarles.  Do  you  rememlier  a  company  of  Arahs 
wlicmi  you  saw  riding  on  the  hanks  of  the  (inat  River  on  the 
day  before  the  night  when  she  was  lost  lo  you'  We  were  with 
that  company  and  on  our  camels  we  hore  her  thence,  happy  and 
unharmed  to  this  our  land,  as  I  trust,  wlien  all  is  done,  weshull 
bear  her  back  again  and  you  with  her  " 

"  1  trust  so  also,  for  you  have  wrouijlil  me  a  great  wrong." 
•aid  Itagnall  briefly.  "  |ierha[s  a  greater  v\  rong  tlian  I  know  at 
present,  f(U'  how  came  it  that  my  hoy  was  killed  by  an 
elephant  I'" 

■■  .\sk  that  question  of  Jana  and  not  of  me."  Ilarrtt  answererl 
darkly.  Then  he  went  on:  "  You  also,  Lord  .Mai'innazana,  work 
for  a  reward,  the  countless  store  of  ivor\  wliic  li  your  eyes  have 
beli(dd  lying  in  the  burial  place  of  clephanl~  beyond  the  Tava 
Kiver.  When  you  have  slain  Jana  who  w.iti  hi-i  the  store,  and 
defeated  the  Hbu  k  Kendah  who  ser\e  him.  it  is  yours  and  we 
will  give  you  camels  to  bear  it,  or  some  of  it,  for  all  cannot  he 
carried,  to  the  sea  where  it  ran  be  taken'  awny  in  ships.  .As  for 
the  yellow  man.  I  think  that  he  seeks  uo  reward  who  soon  will 
inherit  all  things." 

"The  old  witch-doctor  menns  that  I  ,ini  going  to  die,"  re- 
marked Hans  expectorating  reflectively.  "Well,  Haas,  1  am 
quite  ready,  if  only  Jana  and  certain  others  die  first.  Indeed  I 
grow  too  old  to  fight  and  travel  as  I  used  to  do,  ard  therefore 
shall  be  glad  lo  pass  to  some  land  where  I  become  young  again." 

"Stuff  and  rubbish!"  I  exclaimed,  then  turned  and  listened 
to  llarflt  who,  not  understanding  our  Hutch  conversation,  was 
sp<>aking  once  more. 

■  Lords."  he  said.  "  fliese  paths  which  run  east  and  west  are 
the  real  approach  to  tlie  moinitain  top  and  the  temple,  not  that 
which,  as  I  suppose,  led  you  through  the  ^jave  of  the  old 
serpent.  The  road  to  the  west  which  wanders  round  the  base 
of  the  hill  to  a  pass  in  those  dist.ant  mountains  and  thence  across 
the  deserts  to  Ibe  north,  is  so  easy  to  stop  that  by  it  we  need 
fe.ar  no  attack.  *Vith  this  eastern  ro.ad  the  case  is.  however, 
different,  as  f  shad  now  show   you.  if  you  will  ride  with  me." 

Then  he  gave  some  orders  to  two  attendant  priests  who 
departed  at  a  run  and  presently  reappeared  at  the  bead  of  n 
small  train  of  camels  which  had  been  hidden.  I  know  not  where. 
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We  moiinlril  anil.  follDwine  llif  roail  arro^  i\  fliil  piorc  nf 
ftrniind,  (niinii  that  tidt  more  tliiiii  half  a  mill'  awny  nni  iinnthfr 
|ircc-initniii:  riilso  of  rook  w  hich  hart  pre-^iimahl*  nnrn  formort  thp 
i;p  of  nri  outer  crntiT.  Thi»  riiU'i'.  howivpr.  was  hrokpn  away 
for  a  width  of  two  or  Ihri'i-  hiiihlriil  yarrtn.  p(>rhap«  liy  somp 
oiitru?h  r)f  lava,  llir  rnart  nininnp  through  tht>  i'f*ntr<-  of  the 
gap  on  which  schanzcs  had  hnen  hiiilt  hero  and  there  for 
purpose?  of  defence.  Looking  at  tliene  I  «aw  that  ttiey  were 
very  old  and  inertieicnt  and  arked  when  they  had  been  erei'ted. 
Ilarrtt  replied  ationt  u  lentnry  liefore  when  the  Inst  war  took 
place  with  the  lilack  Kendah,  who  hail  heen  finally  driven  off  at 
this  spot,  for  llien  the  White  Kendah  were  mnili  more  numer- 
ous than  at  presr'ol. 

■'  So  Simtia  knows  this  road,"  I  said, 

"  Yes,  Lord,  and  Jaiia  knows  it  also,  tor  he  fought  in  that 
war  und  still  at  times  visits  iis  here  and  kills  any  whom  he  may 
meet.    Only  to  the  temple  he  has  never  darerl  to  come  " 

Now  I  wondered  whettier  we  had  really  seen  Jana  in  the 
forest  on  the  previous  nipht.  hut  eoniinn  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  was  useless  to  investigate  the  malter,  made  no  iuipiiries, 
especially  as  these  wonlil  have  revealed  to  Harilt  the  route  by 
which  we  approached  Ihe  lem[de  (tidy  I  pointed  out  to  him 
tliiit  proper  defences  shuulil  he  put  up  here  without  delay,  that 
is  if  they  meaiil  to  nuike  a  slriin«hold  of  the  mnunlain 

"  We  do.  Lord,"  he  au'-wereil.  "  sii.cr  we  are  not  strong 
enough  to  attack  the  ftlack  Kenilah  in  lliiir  own  country  or  to 
meet  them  in  pitched  battle  on  the  [diin.  Mere  and  in  no  other 
place  must  be  fought  the  last  light  hetwecii  Jana  and  Ihe  Child. 
Ther  fore  it  will  lie  your  task  to  build  walls  cunningly,  so  that 
when  they  come  we  may  debat  Jaiiu  and  the  hosts  of  Ihe  Illack 
Kendah  " 

■  Do  vou  me«n  thai  Ibis  elephant  will  accompany  ^imbn  and 
his  soldiers,  llarilt  ?" 

"  Without  doubt.  Lord,  since  he  hnn  always  done  no  from  Ihe 
beginning.  Jana  is  lame  to  the  king  and  certain  priests  of  Ihe 
black  Kendah,  whose  forefathers  have  fed  him  for  geiiHrations, 
and  will  oliey  their  order><.  Also  he  can  think  for  hiinself,  beinif 
an  evil  spirit  and  invulnerable." 

"  Hi?  left  eye  and  the  tip  of  hi=  Iriink  are  not  invulnerable." 
I  remarked.  "  though  from  wb.it  I  =n«  of  him  1  should  s«v 
there  is  no  donht  about  his  being  :ible  to  think  for  h'mself. 
Well  I  am  glad  the  brute  is  coming  as  I  have  an  account  to 
-I'tlle  with  him." 

"  \s  he.  Lord,  who  iloes  not  forirel.  !in«  .-in  account  to  settle 
with  you  and  vonr  servant,  r.iybl-in-r^arknes^, "  cnmroenlcd 
H'riM  in  an  unpleasant  and  s'lT'Tc^iive  toiie. 

Then  after  we  h:id  liken  a  fe'.\    inea^nrcnienl'  and   |1  igiiall. 
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wild  iinilri-tiiinl  -mil  iiiMll'i'-,  IikI  iliJiwii  :i  hmibIi  -k^li  h  i^r  llv 

plHr.'  ill  hi^  l.iirki'lli.Hik  I l-\'-  il-  il^'l.l  f'll I-  |'l"|iM-ivl  -illi'llli' 

(i(   ((irliliiiiticiii-,    «!•   |pMi-iiiil    Mill-   jipiirii'\    iKiik    lo   IIm'    Ihmii 
«liiTr  «•■  li.iil  led  iill  niir  -l.ii"-  ^iiiil  thiP'  "'Tp'  iii.iii>   lliiiif-  I" 
111'  iiri-iiiit'i'il.      II    priiM-il    t"    !"•   i|uili'   II    li'iif    liili'.    iliuMi    III' 
c'li^liTii   -Inpi'  ii(   the   tiiiiiiiiliiiii    wliicli    "11-    I'li-v    111   iii'V'iitiiili 
iiIIIiiiiikIi  liki'  III''  i-i'-l   iif  llii-  -liiiiii;!'  uill   il  ".i-  i  mm'i'i'.I   «illi 

ili-n-i'   ii'iliir  ti.i'i'-l-   lliiil   ;il- i I   1 1"   Iihm'  .|''(i'Ii-I\' 

|iii^-iliililii'-.  I|i';i.  Iiiiiv  il-  fool  .il  U'liflli  "!■  «"r''  iililipi'il  I" 
iniiki'  II  ili'liiiir  liv  I'lTliilii  «iiiiliii^'  |iiilli-  I"  iiMii'l  vniiin.l  lliiil 
h;i<  lim  inllt'll  fiir  Ihi'  riillli'ls,  »ii  lll.il  ill  lllr  I'llil  »>'  ili'l  mil 
mini'  III  niir  ii»ii  tiiiii'i'  in  lln'  Tiih  ii  nf  llii'  liliilij  Iill  .iliiiiii 
iiiiilijii> 

llhiii  i'IkiulMi  hi'I'i'  «■'  111  ri'iirli  it.  'iiiii'  .ill  llii'i'i'  nf  n<  wi'i' 
lip'il  mil  "iill  iinr  li'ii'ilili'  iiialil  jnin'ru'v  mil  IIh'  iiiivinii- 
riiiolidii-  Hill  «■!■  hull  iiiiiliTL'nm',  Iinli'i'tl.  iiftiT  \m'  IiihI  I'lili'ii 
HI'  Ih>  ilnwii  ,'inil  I  I'i'jiiir.  .1  III  -I'l'  lliiil  iiiilHilli-liimlini;  III' 
^liilc  nf  nii'iil.il  I'viili'ini'iil  into  wliii  li  llii'  i|i-iii\i'r>  nf  his  wif' 
hull  pliiiit'i'il  him    liiiL'niill  \mi-  Ih"  lii-t  nf  ii-  In  full  .i-li'cp 

AhiHit  livi'  n  ilnrk  wi'  wiTi'  .-iw.iki'iiril  li>  il  mi's-i'ii^J'T  fniiii 
IIhi'iM,  whn  ri'iini'-li'il  niii'  .■illi'iuliinn'  nii  iiii|iiirl.iiil  liii-iiii'<-  .il 
a  kimi  nf  nii'diiiu-liiiii-i'  "hirli  -|nnr|  :it  ;i  lillji'  .li-liinii'  mi  iiii 
ii(inri  filiiri'  wlii'i'i'  till'  N'l  liili'  Ki'iiiliili  Ihii-I'Ti'iI  pi'inliiri'.  IliT' 
\\i'  fniMiil  lliinll  .iml  .ilimil  I\m'IiI>  nf  lln'  ln'iiiliin'ii  -I'lili'il  in  Ih'' 
sliiiili'  nf  11  Ih.ilrhi'il  nidf.  wliih'  I  I'himl  llii'iii  .it  ii  ri-|ii'rtfiil 
di-liinri'.  -Inn.l  i|iiili'  ii  hiiiiilri'il  nf  tin'  Wliili'  K''nil,ili.  Mn-I  nf 
llifsr.  hinvi'vi'i'.  wi'i'r  wnmon  iiiir!  rhililrrii  fur  .i-  I  hiivi'  •^iiiil 
Ih''  jii'i'iilrr  |iiirl  lit  Ihi'  iii.ili'  pnpiiliitimi  w.i-  iih-riil  from  tlf 
tnwn  bniiiise  nf  thi'  rniiiim'ni''im'iil  nf  III"  Iiiii'm'^I. 

\Vn  WT''  rniiflni'li'il  In  rluiir-.  iil'  r.'illli'r  stnnl-;  nf  hdlirlll'.  nil'! 
whi'ii  wi'  l\Mi  li.iil  -I'lili'il  iiiu'-i'Im'-.  IIiiii<  liikini;  hi-  -liiii'l 
bPhinil  iH.  llHnll  ni-i'  miil  infm'nii'il  n-  llinl  nil  ''mliii--y  hni 
nrrivfii  fi-nm  llii'  Hlnrk  Ki'mlali  wliiili  \mi-  nhmit  I"  Iw  .■Mhiiil|i''l 

I'ri'-^i'iilly  Ihi'v  riimi',  livi'  nf  IIh'Iii.  'jn'.it,  trmiili'iit-loiikiii- 
fcllnw-;  nf  ;i  -iii'prisiiif:  hlmkiii's-.  iiii:ii'iii'''I.  fnr  lltry  hurl  nnt 
111'''!!  iillowPil  In  hriiiv  tlii'ii'  wiipmi-^  iiiln  tin-  tnwn.  lull  nilorin"! 
with  till'  usual  silwi'  I'li.iins  .icrnss  ll.i'ir  liri'ii-l-  In  >hn\v  Ihi'ii' 
r.nnk.  iind  nlhiT  siivai.'''  lim'i'y.  Tn  Ih''  mini  who  \v(is  thcii'  lend''!' 
I  ri'i'nBnisfil  mii'  nf  llm-p  mi's-i'nKi'r-  whn  hiid  iin'nsli'il  lis  whi'n 
iir-l  \M'  i>nlPi'iil  thi-ir  ti'i'ritnry  mi  mil'  wiiy  from  thi'  smilli, 
hffnri'  lli.il  liuhl  in  wliii-h  I  w.-i-  Inki'ii  pi'i-'nni'r.  Ploppiiii; 
fnrw.iril  nnil  Mdiiri'-sin,!.'  himself  In  Iliinll.  hi'  siiid  ; 

•■  .\  while  .iLMi.  O  I'rnphel  nf  the  I'.hild.  I.  the  messeilffer  "' 
the  .end  J.in.i.  spe.ikin^'  Ihrmijih  Ihe  niniilli  nf  Sinih.i  the  Kiii- 
piM>  111  ymi  mid  ymir  lir'Mhcr  M.in'it  n  .  erlnin  w.irninir  tn  whiiii 
ymi  did  not  listen.  Nmv  Jana  liiis  M.iriH.  ■ind  nc.ii  i  I  eume  tn 
wnrn  von.   Uarnt." 
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If  I  nni'iiiliiT  riv'lil  iril''rni|'l<'<l  lliiritl  IiIiimIK  I  lliiiik 
Ituil  nr'  Ihiil  nn.i-iiili  l»ii  iif  Mill  ilrliM'ir.l  lli>'  iih'--'IL'>'  iilhl  lll.il 
IIm'  liliilil  iiiiuki'il  iiiM'  <•<  Mill  'i|iiih  III!'  Iiriiw  If  Jim  liii-  iii> 
hr  ilhi'l-.  -^i> .  «lii|i'  i-     our-  ' 

Wi'    ».iriii'il     Mill,       \,iMii     III!    III!'    II iiL'' r  .illil     Mill 

I  i/i-vt'il  ii>  in  till-  iiiiiiii-  iif  Ml'   l.hilil 

Vi'-.'  iiili'i'i'ii|i|i'il  ll.i'i.i  ;iLMiii  w.' iiir-i'il  MMi  '  Uiri'i' 
.iir-<'<.     Till'  lii-l  ttii-  III!'  iiii--  lit  l|.;iM-ii  li>   -l"iiii  iiiili! 

"  liii'li  liii- fiilliTl  iipiiii  Mill      Tl I'l mill  «  1-  111'     III  jiiix 

wllicll  i-  (MJIillv  ll|iiill  Mill,    mill  III"  ll.il-d  i».i-  111'-  II  :  «:ic. 

vvllilll   i<    Ml    111  full   nil    Mill 

■'  II  i-  lit  «iir  lliiil  \M   I !•  Ill  -I'l'.ik       i"|i|iiMl  It'  iifi'i 

ilililiiliiiiliiiillj   iiMiiiliii:.'   Ill''  iillii'i'  l»ii  Ini'ii-   whi'h  I'     li' 

liiiiiiil  il  iiwkwiinl  111  ili-i  I1-- 

■■■riiiil   i^   f.uili-h  .if  .Mill.      ri'|ilii'i|   llii'   lil'iTiil   Ikir  ."  in;' 

Hint  Mil'  uIIht  iIii>  .Mill  iiiiid'hi'il  Miiir-i'lvi-  :ii.Miii-i  .  illi      ii 

-lii.ill  Miiii'--      M.iii.N  iif  .Mill  "I'l-.'  kill.'il  Iml  imlv  i.^   f''>'     '1 

11-,  mill  IIh'  wir.ii'  liii'il  \iliiiiii  >  III  liink  r.iiilivi'  '■■<  .ijifil  111'  "f 
Miiir  liMiiil-  mill  fi'iiiii  llii'  lii-k-  lit  .1.1111  >\liii.  I  iiink.  iiii\»  I  l- 
iiii  I'.viv  If  111'  i-  :<  (.'iii:.  h"»  luTiii-  il  I  Iml  111'  I'l  ■  in  i'>  ^ 
('(iiilil"iiiil  kill  mi  iiniirliii'il  v\liili'  ni'in'  ' 

•■  t,i'l  Jmia  mi-\M'i'  fur  hiiiir-i'lf,  ii-  In'  will  •!'  n'  l.n.  •• 
lliirrtl.  Mi'iiiiwliili'  llii'-i'  111'  Ilii-  wiiril-  nf  Jmii  -.-..ki'ii  lli  'iKth 
Ihi'  mimlli  tif  Simlm   lln'   Kiiiu  :     '.'.v  C.liil'l  \  .'-tr^ij.- 

lu.rvi'^l  anil  llii'i'i'fiir.'  I  ili'iiimnl  llii-  "f  !lii'  | i.l  II'     tl 

thill   tlir>    Jiivr  nil'  till fiiiii'lti-  nf  llii'ir  hm       I.    I'l-ui -ii      n 

-^miii'  mil]   ili'liM'rint'   il   nn  IIh'   -niilh   liank   nl    i  lii*   Ki\ 

Thill  llii'\   f-'Uf  nil'  til.'  two  "hill-  liiril-  In  i«-  -/uriliii" 
Thai  Ihi'v  >.'iM'  lln'  «liili'  lail\    i\  Im  i<  liiianli'iii  nf  lli; 
III'  a  wifi-  nf  Siinlia  lln'  Kiiii;.   ami   »illi   In'r  a  hiiniln 'i   > 
nf  .voiir  [ifojili'.     Thai  lln'  ini.ivi'  nf  lln-  i:iiilil  h"  liniui.'i,>   i' 
liaiikv  nf  Ihi'  Hivi'r  Tava.   Ihi'i'r   lu   inaki'  chi'i-anri'   In  II       i'...! 
JaiHi  in  Ihi'  |irf-i'ni  1'  nf  hi'^  |irii'-l-  'iinl  Siiiiha  lln'  KiiiK         hi-i' 
ari'  till'  (li'iiianil-  nf   laiia  spiiki'ii  ihriiiiL'h  lln'  nimilh  uf  Mnilia 
llu'  Kiii^'." 

Walihini;.  I  -aw  a  tliriH  n(  hurnir  -haki'  llin  fnrni-  of  llirrtt 
'•mil  nf  lU  IIkki'  «illi  liini  a-  lln'  full  iiii'.inini-'  nf  lln'-n.  In  ilii'ni. 
most  imiiinii-^  ri'i|iii'-i|-^  -ank  inin  lln'ir  niiinl-  Itiil  he  nnly 
aikPil  MTV  qiiii'll>  : 

"  Am!  if  wi'  ri'til-i'  lln'  il'-inaiiil-^,  uIliI  tln'H'" 

•■  Thi'ii.  '  -hniili'il  Ilii'  iiii'--i'n'-'.'r  in.-iilriilly.  "  llii'ii  Jali.'i 
'ki'liirp.^  war  upon  mhi.  th  Iii-I  w.-tr  ni  all.  war  till  every  nin' 
nf  your  mi'ii  1"'  ilnail  anil  tin'  (lliilJ  y-m  wnr-hip  is  hunit  ti> 
uri-y  a-hf'S  with  tin'.  W.'ir  litl  yinir  wnnn-n  ari-  lakru  u-  .■^!.i\r- 
aiiil  till'  rum  wliirh  yon  H'fi  si'  i-  -Inrnil  in  niir  ^raiii  pits  ami 
voiir  laiiil  is  u  wasir  am]  yniir  iiaiin'  torsjiilti'ii  'ilri'.iily  thi' 
hosts  of  Julia  arc  pathi'ri'i]  ami  Ihi'  Irilinpi'l  nf  Jaiia  lalN  Iheiii  to 
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Ihf  Dghl     To'murri>>\  or  lliv  'i»\i  i|h)  llif)  nU.ii ii)>»u  )iiii. 

ntiil  i-rc  llir  unmri  i-  dill  imiI  iiih'  of  Miii  will'  Iw  led  In  liHik  iilH)ii 
lifp  " 

llnrrtt  rri«i'.  nml  wnlkini;  (ripir ilcr  llii'  vlicl.  Itirrnil  hj.  lunk 

IlIiDii  till'  rnvciyp.  nml  -l.ircil  iit  IIm'  .Ii-I;i|'I  lit 1  frivil  iii<iiiiit.iin> 

wliicli  >liH>il  (inl   fur  ii»ii>   iii:niii-l   Ilir  -kv       Oiil  .>(  .iiri..^ily  1 

follimril  him  hihI  hIi^itmiI  IIiiiI  IIii'<i'  ri iiliiiii<  »it>'  im  Um'iii'r 

viHihln.     Wlierc  liiiv  luiil  Wfii  »a-  imtliinu  but  ii  lir I  lilaik 

mid  litMiNV  ciDiiil.     AfliT  tdnkiiiK  li'T  II  «liil>'  III'  ri'liiriidl  nml 
ailitrpfsiiig  llii>  eiivdv!',  -niil  ipiitf  cii-iiiilly 

"  If  you  will  lie  niivi»"il  tiy  iin'.  (rii-iiil-'yiiii  uill  riilr  tiiiiil  fnr 
Ihc  rivfT  TlnTi'  Is  Miih  ruin  ii|h>ii  Ihf  iiiiiiiiiliiin.  ii»  |  liart' 
never  seen  betcire,  nml  ymi  will  lie  fiirliiniil  if  miii  i  ro-'s  it 
befiire  the  llooil  conies  down  the  );reiilesl  llooi:  lliiil  liiis  hup 
peiieil  In  our  diiy ." 

This  irilelli>!eiu'e  oeenind  lo  di-lnrh  llie  inesseni'i  r-.  tor  Ihey 
loo  sle[i|ied  oiil  of  llie  she.l  iiml  -Imp'iI  al  the  imMintHins. 
mullerinR  lo  eiirh  other  sonnlliini.'  Iliil  1  i-oiiiil  r.ol  iiiiil.Tsliinil 
Then  thev  returned  and  «ith  a  hue  ap|iiaraiiie  of  imliff'renee 
denianded  an  immediate  answer  to  tlnir  ehallenpe 

"Can  you  not  (iuess  it>'  answered  llariM  Then  rhanginp 
hif  lone  he  drew  nimself  to  his  full  height  and  lloindered  out 
al  them  :  "  Get  vou  hiuk  lo  your  evil  spirit  of  a  cod  'rial  hides 
in  the  shape  o!  a  tienet  of  thi'  forest  and  to  his  sl„ve  vvlm  enlls 
himself  a  kiiip,  nnd  say  lo  tlieni  .  Thus  speaks  the  r.hi  '•  lo  his 
rehellious  servnnls,  the  Itlaik  Kemlah  doss;  l<wim  i..v  river 
when  yoii  ran,  whirh  will  not  he  ye|,  and  luine  up  against  me 
when  you  will;  fnr  whenever  yoli  eome  I  shall  h-  rendv  for 
you.  You  are  alr-fldy  dead,  l»  jaiia.  Yon  are  already  (lend.  O 
Simbd  the  slave  You  are  sealhred  and  lost.  0  dogs  of  the 
Blark  Kendall  and  the  home  of  sneh  of  voi;  as  remain  shall  he 
far  nwny  in  a  barren  land,  where  ymi  niii-l  di?  deep  for  water 
and  live  upon  III"  wild  game  hiiaiise  there  lillle  enrii  will  wrow.' 
Now  begone,  and  swifll^v.   Ie>l   you  stnr.  here  for  ever  " 

So  they  turned  and  went,  leaving  ni"  fiill  of  adniiralion  al 
the  histrionie  powers  of  llarOI 

I  must  add,  however,  that  lnioL'  without  doiiSil  a  keer 
observer  of  the  weather  conditions  uf  the  iieii!h|io\irlio<>d,  le- 
was  quite  rigtit  about  the  rain  upon  Ihe  m.mnlains.  whleli  bv 
the  way  never  extended  to  the  lerrilory  of  the  People  „f  the 
Child,  As  we  heard  afterward-.  Ihi-  liiiiid  eame  down  just  a« 
Ihe  envoys  reached  the  river:  indeed,  one  of  them  was  drowneil 
in  attempting  its  crossing,  and  for  fmirleen  ilays  afUr  this  it 
remained  impassable  to  an  army. 


That   very   evening   we   begun 
allaek  which  was  now  inevitable 


111    preparations   to  meet   an 
Putting  aside  the  suppo9ed 
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rivnl  powFi>  ol  thf  lrih«l  iliMiillnn  uiir>hip|M'<l  iimlir  lli>  imaii'ii 
lit  Ihi-  Chilli  iiiid  JiiiiH,  whlih.  wliilr  th.v  .hIiIi'i;  m  kiinl  i<1 
lli.miTir  iiiliTi'"!  In  III''  roiili'sl.  ((iiild.  «i-  (mII.  Miirri'lv  Htli'rt 
Jin  tfsw  lluit  tiiu«t  111'  (li'i  idiil  with  rnlij  ^t.'i-l  mil  hIIiit  murtnl 
wi'iiliori",  Ihi'  [Hfiilion  of  Iho  Whil"  Krtidah  w..-  «i'riiiii-  iiidi'i-d 
\''  I  think  I  hini'  .laid.  iti  nil  thi'>  did  mil  iiiiiiiIkt  nmrr  Ih.iii 
nboul  t»n  thiiiisHnd  imii  ImImi'iii  Ihf  iit»'"  nf  twi'iilv  tind  lifty 
tivf.  (ir,  inrliidiiiv  Inds  lii'lwi'i'ii  (iiiirli'i'ii  nui\  lurnlv  imd  iilil 
mi'n   i^tlll   iihliliiidii'd   tii-lwci-n    lilly-liv,'   mil   -I'n-iiH.   jiiy    two 

Ihdiifiiiil  M'vi'ii  hmidnd  rfl|iiili|i'  nf  -(im rt  nl  iiiiirtiiil  sirviio 

Til  thci'i'  mi)ihl  he  «ddfil  Mjin"lhiii(i  iimli'i'  Ivmi  Ihinisnnrt  wiimcii. 

••ilK'p  Hmniif;  thi-  dwindliiiB  Inlk.  ndil.ly  i' mh.  fmni  iiuhps  thnt 

I  iipver  ii-riTlnini'd.  Ihi'  ni«li'*  (nil  iiuinhi'nd  Ihi'  (iiii.ili'>.  «hirli 
(irrouiili'd  flip  Ihi'ir  niiirrintfi'  i  ll^|llIIl«  Ihiil  witi'.  hv  inmiwrisiin 
with  thiiyc  iif  nii)<1  Afririin  |M'ii|ilp<.  nidii'ii;  iiii.nis  At  nnv  rali- 
nnly  Ihi'  rirh  hiikiiik  thfiii  had  iniiri'  than  uni'  wifi',  whili'  thr 
[iiinr  or  olhiTwisf  iMili(.'ihle  nflcn  luid  iionf  at  all  siim'  inicr- 
marriaKi'  with  othiT  raies  and  hIhim'  all  with  Ihi'  lllaik  Knndali 
dwilliiig  hpynnd  Mir  rivi-r  was  «o  ilriiily  talioo  IhnI  il  wn- 
[lunishahle  with  dialh  or  rxpuliioii 

Adain^t  this  litlli'  band  Ihi'  Itlark  K.niUh  rotild  brilij;  up 
twenty  Ihouiand  in™,  ticsidi'-  lio>«  and  ac'd  pcrsoiiii  who  with 
the  women  would  iirolmbly  be  left  to  defi  iid  tluip  own  eouiitrv, 
Ihst  is,  not  le««  than  ten  lo  one.  Mori'iivir.  all  of  lb'  ><■  enemii-* 
would  be  fi)!htinB  with  the  t 'iiirape  of  di'-ii.iir,  siiiee  ipiiie  Ihri'i'- 
foiirths  of  their  rrop>i  with  many  of  their  latlle  and  beep  hud 
been  destroyed  by  'he  terrifii  hail-biirst  that  I  have  deseribed. 
Therefore,  sinee  no  other  lorn  was  aviiilabi  ■  in  the  siirroiindinn 
land,  where  Ihey  dwelt  alone  enriri  lid  bv  dcser.s.  ,.i|tier  they 
must  eapture  llml  of  the  While  Kendall,  or  siilli'r  terribly 
from  stnrvalion  until  a  yrar  later  when  anolbir  harvest 
ripened. 

The  nnly  [loiiits  f  loiild  «ei'  In  faMiur  of  lb''  I'eofile  of  the  Child 
were  that  they  would  liL'ht  on  the  vant.ii;i'  L-rounrl  of  their 
mountain  «tronf;hold.  a  formidable  position  if  (inipi'rlv  defpiided. 
Mso  Ihey  would  bave  the  beiii'lil  of  th"  -kill  ami  kn'owledjii'  of 

lint'nall  am'   iny-elf      Lastly,    the  iTieinv   -I    fare  our  rilles 

Neither  the  ,'hiti'  nor  the  lllai  k  Kemlab,  1  sbmilil  -a\ ,  possessed 
my  puns,  exrept  a  few  aiitiiiuated  llintlork  wajioiis  that  the 
(iirmi'r  hud  eaptuied  from  some  noni.nlir  tribi'  and  ki'jil  as 
•  uriosilies.  Why  this  was  the  i-.ise  I  ilo  m,t  know,  siiii,- 
undoubtedly  at  times  the  White  Kendall  Iradid  in  lamels  and 
urn  with  Arabs  who  wandered  as  far  as  Ihi'  .'siidaii  or  I'lrypt, 
nomadie  tribes  to  w  liitni  even  then  liri'.-irms  weri'  known' 
illtiough  perhaps  ranly  ush,!  by  them  Hut  -o  it  was.  possibl.- 
Ii'i'ause  of  some  old  l.iw  or  iirejiidiee  wliiih  forlMit:  'lieir  intro- 
'liietioii  into  the  eounlry.  or  mavhap  of  tin'  dinirultv  of  proi'urin^ 
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pouili'i-  .'iiiil  livnl,  iir  fi)r  llii'  rcii^oii  lli.it  tli«>y  |i:ii|  iiun>>  Ici  tiwh 
tliciii  llii'  ii-i-  cpt  -mil  new ■faii;!l(,'(l  wi';i(ii)[i<  ' 

.Niuv  il  «ill  he  n'liiciiilMTiMl  thill,  nil  111..  ,liiiiii.(.  (if  their 
pniviii^  iHifiil,  ll.i^'iNill,  ill  (iilililiiiii  III  our  own  <|porliii!.'  nriiis. 
ImiI  linmvhl  uilli  hiiii  In  .\frii'.i  lidv  Siiidir  rilli's  with  nil  iiui|ili; 
sii|i|il\  III  iiimiiuiiiliiin.  Ihi'  SiiiiH'  liiiit  I  Imil  triiiilili'  in  [wssiuf! 
Ihroiij-'h  Ihi'  CiisJoDis  iit  Diirlmii,  nil  nf  \\  hiiii  h.ul  .irrivi'il  ^.iMv 
111  lhi>  Tiiwii  lit  Ihi'  <:iiilil.  Cliwrlv  iiiir  lir-l  liulv  »:is  to  rank- 
Ihe  Im'sI  |iip<~ilili.  iisi.  ii(  Ihis  iiivalii.ililc  ~liiri'  Tii  that  iMiil  I 
iiski'il  H.-irul  In  si'lnt  si'vi'iity-liM'  of  tlir  liiilili'<t  .iiiil  rao-:| 
iiil('llif!iiil  yoiiii^'  iiii'ii  iiniiiiif;  his  [ipdjilp.  anil  to  ham!  thiTn  nvi>r 
ti)  nil'  ami  llaii<  liir  iiistriiition  in  niiiskotrv.  Ui'  hail  uiih 
lilly  rilli>  hut  I  ilrilli'il  <i'vi>nty-livi'  nii'ii.  or  liitv  pir  i-.miI  more 
Ih.il   Minir  niiv'hl  hi;  riMily  In  rcplaii'  any  uhn'MI. 

Fnim  ilan^i  tn  ilark  faih  ilay  llaii?  anil  I  wiirk.'il  at  trying  ti. 
I'oiivi'rl  thi'<i'  KiTiiJali  iiitii  -har|i*li(iiiti'rs.  II  w.i-;  nii  I'aiy  task 
with  Hii'ii.  hiuvcviT  willill^'.  whii  till  Ih.n  hail  iu'Vit  hfltl  ii  gun. 
csppcially  lis  I  niii-l  hi'  very  s[iiirini;  of  liii'  animuiiiliiin  ni'oes.sary 
to  priirliii'.  Ill'  whiih  iil'  i  uursi'  mii'  -ii|i|ily  «a~  liniUiMl.  Still 
Wf  laiiiiht  llii'iii  hinv  lo  lakr  rnvi'r,  how' to  firi'  ami  to  cea.si' 
trom  liriiig  at  Ihr  uiinl  of  nminiaml.  al-ii  to  liohl  llii.  rillps  low 
anil  wa~li'  no  shot.  To  make  niarksnii'ii  of  Iheni  was  niorr  than 
I  I'oulil  liopi'  III  do  nnilci-  thi'  lirniinstani.rs. 

Willi  the  pxii'iition  of  Ihi'si'  men  nearly  the  entire  male 
population  were  working;  ihiy  ami  night  to  gel  in  the  harvest. 
This  pi  .ved  a  very  dilVinilt  Inisiiiess.  Iiotli  heeaiise  some  of  the 
iTops  u.'reseiireely  lit  and  heiause  all  Ihe  grain  had  lo  he  earrieil 
on  raniels  |o  he  stored  in  and  at  the  haek  of  the  seioiuj  roiirt  of 
Ihe  temple,  the  only  plaie  where  it  was  likelv  lo  he  safe.  Indeed 
in  the  end  a  great  deal  was  left  niirea|ieil. '  Then  the  herds  of 
raltle  and  hreeding  camels  whieli  crazed  on  the  farther  side  of 
the  Holy  Moiint  must  he  hrnughl  into  plaees  of  s;ifi.|y.  glens  in 
Ihe  forest  on  its  shipe,  and  forage  siinked  to  feed  ihrni'.  .-Ms,, 
it  was  neeess.iry  lo  provide  siimts  to  keep  wateh  along  the  hanks 
of  the  river. 

Lastly,  the  forlilications  in  Ihe  ii'.,...,i.,in  i>a«s  required 
iineeasing  lalioiir  and  altenlioii.  This  was  the  task  of  liagnall. 
who.forlunalely  in  his  youth.  Iicf..re  he  suireeded  iineX|R'etedly 
to  Ihe  title,  was  for  some  years  an  ollieer  in  Ihe  lloval  Kngineer's 
and  therefore  thoroughly  understood  that  husiness.  Indeed  he 
understood  il  rather  loo  well,  sinee  Ihe  result  of  his  soniewhal 
lomplieated  and  .siieiitilie  seheine  of  defence  was  a  little  eon 
fusing  to  the  sim|)le  native  mind.  However,  with  Ihe  assistance 
of  the  priests  and  of  all  the  women  and  cliildren  who  were  mil 
engaged  in  provisioning  the  Mounl.  he  hiiill  wall  after  wall  are! 
rodoiiht  after  redoiilil.  if  thai  is  the  righl  v.onl.  lo  s.iv  nothing 
of  the  shelter  trenches  hi'  dug  and  many  pitfalls,  furnished  al 
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llii'  bollnin  «ilh  >hiirp  -l.iki's.  whi.h  lu'  ImiIIium'iI  (miI  wIiitcmt 
the  s(til  I'ouM  Im;  Pit-ily  ninxt'il.  In  »li-i-niiitit  ;i  i-|Mrj;itiv  fnt'iny. 

IdiIpimI.  Nvhi'ii  I  SH\v  till-  iinioiinl  nf  wurk  li<'  li:nl  rorn-liidpil 
ill  Ipii  iI:i>s.  whiili  \\ii<  not  iinlil  I  jiiijn'il  him  on  llu'  moiiiiliiin. 
I  «;i.-  niiiln;i>loiii-lii(l. 

Abiiiit  llii-  liiiii'  a  ili^jniti'  wrn-c  m>  Io  wIh'IIii'I'  wp  >lioulil 
.'illpni|>l  III  pnvpnl  llw  lilink  KimiImIi  finin  pro--iiii.'  Ihi'  rivp. 
whirh  w.i^  mm  niiiiiiii^'  rlowii.  a  phiii  Ihiil  Mimr  of  ttip  pIiIpi-^ 
favoiirpcl.  Al  la^t  tlip  innlroxPi'^y  wa-  ri'fpiTPil  to  iiip  a-^  lii'ail 
i-'PIiPral  and  I  i|piii|pcl  a!.'ain>1  an\tliinf.'  of  tli"  sort.  It  --I'pnipil 
to  HIP  that  our  fnrcp  «a-  too  ^mall,  ami  that  if  1  look  llip  rilli- 
iiipii  a  un'al  ilpal  of  aiiiiiiiinition  aiifilit  Iip  p.\|>pn(tpi|  «ith  poor 
rp'iill.  Al^o  in  llip  pvpiit  ofanv  rpvpr-p  or  wliPii  \vp  uprp  liiially 
ririvpii  hark,  whiili  inii>-t  ha[ippn,  Ihprp  niii-'ht  he  ilillicnity  ahoiit 
n'nioiiiilini:  tho  cainpls,  our  only  mpan.-  of  o^rapp  from  thp  lior-^p- 
niPii  who  woiilil  pos-ihiy  !:allo|i  ii~  ilouii.  Nlorpovir  thi'  Tava 
had  -^PVPi'al  fnrri';.  any  onp  of  wtiipti  niictit  ftp  -pIpcIpiI  'Ity  llip 
I'npniy.  So  it  was  arranvpd  that  up  -liinild  niakp  nnr  lir>l  and 
last  stand  n|ion  Hip  Ifcdy  .Mount. 

On  thp  foiu'tppnili  niptit  from  iipw  moon  our  -wifl  lampl- 
spoiils  who  wcrp  |ios|pd  in  rplays  tiptwppn  tlw  Tava  and  tlip 
Mount  TpporlPd  I  hat  Hip  ftlapk  Kpndali  wpi'p  j;alhprpd  in 
tho^l^lnll^  n|ion  thp  farther  >idp  of  Ihi'  riviT.  wliprp  llipy  wimp 
pnL'a;.'pd  in  pidpltralinj:  niaL'iPal  ppi'pnionips.  On  thp  fiftpi  ntti 
nicht  thp  sioiits  I'pportpcl  that  llipy  wprp  prossin;;  ||ip  rivpr, 
alxnit  (ivp  Ihon^aml  tmrspinpn  and  fiflppn  llionsam!  fool  ~oIdiprs, 
ami  HihI  al  Ihp  In'ad  of  thorn  mairtiPil  Hip  Iiuu'p  .uoil-pjpphant 
.lana.  on  wtiirh  rodp  Siinha  thp  Kini:  and  a  lamp  prip^t  ipvidpiitly 
my  fripnd  w  hosp  fool  liad  Iippii  injiirPd  lf\  tlip  pistol  .  \\  ho  aptpd 
a>  a  inahoiit.  Thi-  part  of  Ihp  sinry  I  confpss  I  did  nol  hciipvp, 
sinpp  it  -pPHiPd  to  iiiP  inipo->itdp  that  anvoiip  I'onld  riilp  upon 
that  mad  ro'jiip.  Jan.i,  YpI.  as  -nhspi|upnl  pxpot-  showod.  it 
was  in  fap|  Iriip.  1  -nppo~p  thai  in  ppilaio  liarnl-  tin'  hpa,-t 
lipf'anip  tamp.     (Ir  pprliaps  it  wa-  diii!.'^'pd. 

Two  nij-'hls  lalor.  for  tlip  Itlapk  hpndali  idvaiiipd  hut  slowly, 
^prpadiiiti  tlipni-plvivs  ovpr  Hip  ponntry  in  order  to  pollpit  siirh 
props  as  hail  not  Immmi  valliPri'd  Hiron^li  lai-k  of  limp  in-  heransp 
thiw  wprp  still  nni'i-pi'.  wp  --aw  llanip.s  and  -niokp  ri-iiiL'  from 
thp'Town  of  thp  tlliild  liPiiPalh  iis.  whiph  lhp>  had  lirpil.  >"o« 
WP  know  that  Hip  limp  of  trial  had  lonip  and  iiiilil  np.ir  inidniuht 
mi'ii.  xMini'ii  and  phildriMi  vMirkpil  fp\pri-lil\  liiti-hini:  or  tryini: 
to  finish  thp  fortilli'alicins  and  makinv  pvi'ry  prpparalion  in  our 

pOWPI*. 

Oni*  po-ilion  \\a.s  that  wp  IipIi!  a  vpry  -troiiL*  po-l.  that  is, 
strong  auain-l  an  piippix  nnpro\ii|pd  willi  Iml'  ynns  or  pvpii  lirp- 
,-irni>.  whi.h.  a-  all  ulhrr  p.-sihi,.  „ppri.,i.hp-  had  l.ppn  hlmkpil, 
xxa":  onh   a>s,'ii|;ililp  tiv  diri'pl   frontal  attai-k   from  Hip  past.     In 
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the  poss  we  had  three  main  lines  of  defmu-e,  one  iirruiiged  behimi 
the  cither  and  separated  by  distances  of  a  few  hundred  \nids. 
Our  last  refuge  was  furnisiied  by  the  walls  of  the  temple  itself, 
in  the  rear  of  which  were  camped  the  »"hole  White  Kendall 
tribe,  save  a  few  hundreds  who  were  employed  in  watching  the 
herds  of  camels  and  stoik  in  almost  inaccessible  positions  on  the 
northern  slope?  of  the  Mount 

There  were  perhaps  five  thousand  people  of  both  sexes  and 
every  i,gp  gathered  in  this  camp,  which  was  so  well  provi<led 
with  food  and  water  that  it  could  have  sto'id  a  siege  of  several 
months  If,  however,  our  defences  should  he  carried  there  was 
no  ]»y  bility  of  escape,  since  we  learned  fioni  onr  sioiits  that 
the  Black  Kendah.  who  by  tnirtition  ami  through  sjii,.s  were  well 
acquainted  with  every  fcjiture  of  the  coiinlrv,  had  detached  a 
party  of  several  thousand  men  to  watch  tlie' western  rimd  and 
the  slopes  of  the  mountain,  in  case  we  should  trv  to  break  out 
by  that  route.  The  only  one  remaining,  that  which  ran  through 
the  cave  of  the  serpent,  we  had  taken  the  precaution  of  blocking 
up  with  gnnt  stones,  lest  through  it  our  Hank  should  be  turned 

In  short,  we  were  rats  in  a  trap  and  where  we  were  there  we 
must  either  (Wiqiier  or  die— unless  indeed  we  cho"e  to 
surrender,  which  for  most  of  us  would  mean  a  fate  worse  than 
death. 


ClIAI'TnU   XIX 
ALLAN    (JIATKUMAIN    MISSES 


I  HAD  made  my  last  ruiiiiil  of  llip  lillU'  corps  Ihal  I  fiicclidiislv 
nameil  '  The  Sluir(isli(K.tPi-s,  '  Ihiiuj-'h  In  Icll  Inilli  iil  shcioliiii; 
they  wiTi'  iiiiytliiri^'  Ijiil  sliur|i,  and  seen  that  cai  li  man  was  in 
his  plai'r  behind  a  w;ill  with  a  resiTvi-  man  si|uatli'd  at  the  n\ir 
of  every  (lair  of  them,  waitinj!  to  take  his  rille  if  either  of  these 
should  fall.  Also  I  had  made  sure  that  all  of  them  had  twenty 
rounds  of  ammunition  in  their  skin  [louihes  More  I  would  not 
serve  out.  fearing  lest  in  excitement  or  in  [uinic  they  mijfht  lire 
away  lo  the  last  cartridee  uselessly,  as  liifore  now  even 
disciplined  white  troops  have  been  known  to  do.  Therefore  I 
had  arraiMjed  tiiat  certain  old  men  of  slanilini.'  who  could  he 
trusted  should  wail  in  a  place  of  comparative  safety  heJiind  the 
line,  carrying  all  our  reserve  ammunition,  rthicli  amounted, 
allow-in;.'  for  what  had  been  expended  in  practice,  to  nearly  sixty 
round?  per  rifle.  This  they  were  instruclcl  |o  deliver  from 
their  wallets  In  the  firinf:  line  in  small  lots  when  Ihev  saw  that 
it  was  necessary  and  not  before. 

It  was.  I  admit,  an  arrangement  apl   lo  miscarrv 
of  desperate  battle,  but  I  could  think  of  none  liette 
ahsnlutely  necessary  that  no  shot  sIkiuM  be  wasted. 

After  a  few  word--  of  exh<prlalion  and  caution  to  the  natives 
who  acted  as  serpeards  lo  the  I'orps,  I  rc'turned  to  a  hou«h 
shelter  that  had  bei'n  built  for  us  b-hind  a  rock  to  pet  a  few- 
hours'  sleep,  if  that  were  po>siMe  before  the  fitdd  hepan. 

Here  I  found  flapnall.  who  liad  jii-t  come  in  from  his  inspec- 
tion. This  was  of  a  much  more  exien-ive  nature  than  my  own, 
since  it  involved  poinp  rounrl  some  furlonps  of  the  ronpli  walls 
and  trenches  that  he  had  prepared  with  so  much  thought  and 
care,  and  seeing  that  the  various  companies  of  the  White 
Kendah  were  reatlv  to  play  the'r  part  in  the  defence  of  them. 

He  was  tired  anil  rather  excireil.  too  much  so  lo  sleep  at  omw. 
So  we  talked  a  little  while,  lirst  aliout  the  piospects  of  the 
morrow's  battle,  as  to  which  we  were,  to  say  tne  least  of  it. 
dubious,  and  afterwards  of  other  tliinps.  I  asked  him  if  during 
his  stay  in  this  place,  while  I  wa.  bel„«  ,-it  the  low-n  or  later, 
he  bad  heard  or  seen  anything  of  his  wife, 
»17 
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"  NcilliiiiV  "    111'   Mii-Hi'ri'il.  Tlii'sc   |ii'ii'-l~    ni'viT   s|iivik    of 

her.  Mini  if  \\f\  iliil  IliirnI  i>  Ihi'  (iiilv  diii'  i)f  llii'iii  lliiil  I  c-,in 
r>Mll>  iiniliT-l^riil.  Mcin'OM'V.  I  liaM'  ki'pl  my  wunl  strii'll> 
iiii'l.  I'vcri  when  I  liMil  (iiiii^imi  In  mm'  Id  lln'  hWiikiii^'  ipf  tin' 
Hi'Sli'i'ii  roiiil.  Iliaili'  ;i  (ii'inll  <iii  llir  iiiniiuhiiii  tii|>  iu  nnliT  Ici 
uviiifl  tin'  iH'i.L'hItoiM'tiiiiiil  itf  lluil  fton-f  wln'i't'  I  <M|i[Hi-f  ^lii' 
li\<'^.  Oh!  IJiiulir-iiiitiii,  iii>  fi'i<'iiil.  my  t-ii^t*  i^  ;t  li.ii'*]  iiiif.  a^ 
you  w'oiiltl  iliiiik  if  llic  woiinn  you  lovr*!  willt  your  \\  lioh'  hnarl 
«i'n'  >hiil  ii|i  rtilhiii  :i  fi'w  liiiiidri'il  yanl-  of  von  Mini  no  iniii- 
iiiiiiiii'utioii  with  ln>r  |io>^iliti'  iifliT  all  llii-  linn'  of  -I'pai'tilion 
anil  af-'ony.  Wlial  iiiaki'-  il  uoi'-i'  i-.  a-  I  ^'allirri'il  from  wlial 
llaii'il  -aiil  Mil'  ollii'i'  ilay.  Ilial  >lii'  i-  ~lill  oiil  of  hiT  inlinl  " 

"  Thai  ha-  -ollii'  coli-olalioli-."  I  n'[tlii'il.  '"  <ilirf  tin-  lllilnlh'^- 
till  fiol  siiffi'i'.  Ihil  if  -mil  is  Ihi'  la-i'.  Iinw  ilo  yon  arroniil  for 
\\  hal  you  ami  |iooi' SaNaL'i'  -aw  lliat  nlL'lit  in  tlin  To\mi  of  tlin 
Oliilil!'  II  "a<  iiol  alloarlhi'i-  a  nli.inlasy.  (or  lln'  ilii--i  yixi 
df-i'i'ilM'il  was  Ilii'  sunn-  wn  -aw  hi'r  wnarina  at  lln'  Fnasl  i>(  lh»' 
Fii'sl-tinil-    ■ 

"  I  ilnii'l  know  wlial  to  makn  of  il.  Ouali'i'iiiain.  i'\ic|i|  that 
man\  strani'i'  Ihiiiys  happiMi  in  llic  worlil  w  hifh  wf  niork  .'it  as 
irisnits  lo  onr  liiiiih'il  inli'lligencp  hfrausc  we  cHiiiuit  imilorstanil 
Ihi'Iii.'"  iVrry  soon  I  was  to  havn  aiiothiT  proof  of  this  rcniark. 
"But  what  am  you  ilrivinu  at;'  Von  arn  koi'pini;  SdmrthinL' 
liack.  " 

"  (Inly  lliis,  lijii/nall.  If  your  w  ifi'  witc  nllcrly  mad  I  caTinnt 
cnni  t'ivi'  how  it  ramn  alioiit  tlial  sin-  -Ha-.'i-ln'il  yon  out  ami  spoki' 
to  yon  cvt'ii  ill  a  vision — for  Ihn  tliiiii.'  was  riol  an  individual 
drt'uiii  -ini'i'  hotli  you  and  Savaf:i'  saw  iii'r.  Nor  did  shp  artually 
vt-il  you  in  tin'  IIpsIi.  as  Itii'  door  m'vnr  dpi*iii'il  ami  t.ho  spider's 
wi'h  aiToss  i'  was  not  lirokcii.  So  it  nuiii's  to  tlii- :  either  some 
jKii'l  of  tier  is  [u)t  mad  hut  can  siijl  exerrise  sntfiiienl  will  to 
projeet  itself  ii|idii  your  sense-,  or  she  is  de.'nl  and  her  dis- 
emhodied  spirit  did  this  Ihinj.'.  .Now  we  know  that  she  is  not 
deail.  for  we  have  seen  her  ami  llarrtt  his  eonfe-sed  iis  mueh. 
Therefore  I  maintain  thai,  whatever  may  he  her  teiii[ioi'ary 
stall  .  she  ,nu-l  stir  .le  fuiid.imenlally  of  a  r  '.i-oiialile  mind,  as 
she  IS  of  a  iialnrai  hody.  For  inslanee.  she  niay  only  he 
hypnotised,  in  wliiih  ea-e  the  -pell  will  hreak  one  day." 

"  Thank  you  for  llial  thouvhl.  old  fellow.  Il  never  oeeiirred 
lo  me  and  ii  ^ives  me  new  hope.  Now  listen  !  If  1  shnnhl  eome 
lo  vi'ii'f  in  this  htisines-.  whieh  i-  very  likely,  and  miii  should 
survive,  yon  will  do  ,MMir  hes|  (o  iret  her  home;  will  yon  noP 

Here  is  .' lieil  to  my  will  whieh  1  drew  U|i  after  that  niphi 

of  dream,  diil.v  \\  ilni'ssed  liy  Savaj:e  and  Hans.  It  leaves  to  yon 
whatever  -nnis  may  he  n"4essa!'\  in  thi-  ronnoetion  and  snnie- 
lliinf:  over  for  yonr-elf.  Take  it.  il  is  lies|  jn  vonr  keeping, 
espeiially  as  if  yon  -lioiild  lie  killed  il  has  no  valuP. " 
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"  Of  I'oiir:-!'  I  will  do  iu>  Ih^I.  I  hii-wi'IimI  ;!■;  I  |>iil  .iwiy  tin' 
piippr  in  in>  pocki't.  ■  VniJ  iimv  ilcm  I  ]<■[  n-  liiki'  iiii>  nmri; 
Mtuiiv'lil  of  liciri;:  kill''^^  \\hii-|i  iiin\  iirf\fiil  ii-*  frnni  L'cltii  ;:  tlii* 
>lci>)i  «!■  wmil.  I  ilont  mi'.'ii  lo  lie  killi'il  il  I  inn  lii'l|>  il.  I 
nii'iin  to  frivc  tlinsi'  Iii'l-^miv.  IIu'  lll.iik  Ki'iidiili.  -nrli  ii  iloiiif;  :is 
Ihi'V  ni'vcr  li.i'l  lii'fori'.  and  Ihi'ii  -l^irl  fur  llii>  iim-t  »  ifli  yon  md 
Lady  Itatinall.  a-,  (iod  willini;.  ui'  <liall  do.     ('hiimI  nit'lJ  " 

AflPr  thin  I  sl(>|it  liki'  a  top  for  --onii'  honr-^.  a.-  I  In  lii'vc  liauMiall 
did  also,     Wlmn   I  awoko,   wliiiti  liappn.iH'd  snddi'idy  ami  roiii- 

pli'ltdy.  Ihi'  lii>l  Ihin).'  that  I  -aw  wa«  llan-;  seated  al  Ihe  eidiMi 

io  uiy  IIHIi'  >^lielti'r  <niokiiiff  liis  lorn-iidi  pipe,  ami  nnr-iri!;  the 
sinple-liarri'lled  rille.  inlonihi.  on  Ins  knee.  I  a^ked  liini  what 
file  lime  was.  to  whieli  he  replied  Ihal  it  laiked  Iwii  lionrs  lo 
dawn  Then  I  asked  liini  why  he  hail  not  been  ■^lee[iin^'.  lie 
ri'plied  Ihal  he  had  tieeii  asleep  and  di'e.inied  a  dreaiir  Idly 
enonvh  I  inipiired  wlial  dream,  lo  w  hieli  lie  re|died  ; 

"  Halher  a  sIranL'e  one.  Haas,  for  a  man  who  {•■  ahnni  lo  f:o 
into  bailie.  I  dri'ameil  llml  I  wa-  in  a  larj-'e  plaee  that  \\a<  fnll 
of  (piiel.  It  wa-  liL'hl  Iher-e,  hnt  I  eonid  not  see  any  >nn  or 
moon,  and  the  air  was  very  soft  and  ta<|i'd  like  fond  and  drink, 
so  niiieh  so.  Ikui-.  Ihal  if  anyone  had  offered  me  a  eiip  i(uile  full 
of  Ihe  best  Cape  ~nioke  '  I  should  have  (cdd  him  lo  lake  it 
awa\.  Then.  Haas,  -suddenly  I  -aw  yonr  reverend  father,  the 
I'reiiikanl.  -landin?  be-ide  me  am]  lonkin.i;  ,in-t  a-  he  nseil  lo 
look,  (inly  \oum.'er  ami  -ironi-'er  ,iml  very  liap]i\.  .nid  <o  i^f 
eonrse  knew  al  oiiee  that  1  was  dead  and  in  hell.  Only  I 
wondered  where  Ihe  lire  Ihal  does  mit  ;;ii  ont  inifrlil  be.  for  I 
eoiild  nol  see  il.  I're-enlly  Minr  reverend  f.ither  said  lo  me: 
'  t'lood  day.  Han-.  So  yon  h.ive  i-iinie  here  .it  last.  >iiw  tell  me. 
hiiw  \\n<  it  f/one  wilji  my  son.  Ihe  liaa-  Allan''  Have  ymi 
looked  after  him  as  I  lobl  yon  lo  i|ii>  '  • 

"  I  nn-wereil:   '  I  have  looked  after  him  .i'   will  .1-   I   1  onlil. 

0  reverend  sir.  Lillle  enonsh  have  I  dune:  -liiii.  imt  onee  or 
Iwiee  or'  ttiree  limes  oidy  have  I  offered  np  m\  life  bu'  him  .a- 
w.i-  my  duty,  .and  vel  we  both  have  lived.'  ,\iid  lli.d  I  mi?ht 
tip  sure  he  heard  the  be-t  of  me.  a-^  wa<  but  natural.  I  Inld  him 
the  tiraes.  lia.i-.  makin;;  a  liifr  story  out  of  -m.ill  lliinu--.  .illhonr:li 
all  Ihe  while  I  eoiild  -ee  lliat  he  knew  exaeth  jnsi  where  I 
liepan  lo  lie  and  .iii-t  wliNre  I  stopfwd  from  lyiriv.  Still  he  did 
not  scold  me.   lia.a-:  imteeij.   \\lien  I  jinil  (ini-hed.  he  -.lid  : 

"  •  Well  done.  0  .rood  .iiid  faithful  -ervanl.'  word-  that  I  Ihiiik 

1  liavr>  he.iril  liini  n-e  before  u  hen  he  wa-  alive.  Baas,  and  nsed 
lo  preai'h  to  n-  for  -neb  a  Ioiil'  lime  on  Siiml.-iy  afternoon-;. 
Then  be  a-^ked  '  .Vnd  how  aoes  it  wilh  Haas  .Mian,  my  -on, 
now.  Hans'  '  lo  wliieh  I  replied 

'  The  Haa-  .Mian  i-  voin.u  III  liL'lll  .1  very  l.'re,il  ballle  III 
"liieli  he  may  widl  fall    and  if  1  eonld  feel  -orry   fiere.  whieh  I 
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rnn'l.  I  slioiilil  wpi'p.  0  rovi-mui  nir.  became  I  havp  iVin]  lii'fon' 
lliat  hnlllc  bo>!nn  and  Ihorcforp  .•  innt  staiiil  at  his  sidi-  in  llii' 
tiattle  and  bo  killpd  for  liim  a><  a       vani  sbondl  for  his  niastw! 

"  '  Yoii  will  stand  at  his  sidi>  in  Ihp  txittlo.'  -aid  yonr  rcvivpn.l 
tallier,  '  and  those  thinfis  uhiih  you  desire  you  will  do.  as  it  is 
fitting  that  you  should.  And  afterwards,  Hans,  yon  will  make 
report  lo  nn-  of  how  the  hallle  «eiit  arid  cjf  what  lionour  ni\ 
■son  has  von  therein.  .Moreover,  know  this.  Hans,  that  tlionirii 
while  you  live  in  the  world  yon  seem  to  see  manv  other  thinps, 
they  are  hut  dreams,  sinee  lii  all  the  world  there  is  Init  one  real 
thinp,  and  its  name  is  Love,  whieh  if  it  be  but  strong  enough 
the  slars  Iheni-ilvi  s  uiusl  obey,  for  it  is  the  king  of  every  one 
of  them,  and  all  who  dwell  in  them  worship  it  day  and  "night 
under  many  name.s  for  ever  and  for  ever.  Anii'n.' 

What  he  meant  by  that  I  am  sure  I  don't  know.  Raas,  seeing' 
that  I  have  never  Ihoiisht  much  of  women,  at  least  not  for  man\ 
years  since  my  last  old  vrouw  went  and  drank  herself  to  dealii 
iifler  lying  in  her  sleep  on  the  baby  whieh  I  loved  murh  better 
than  I  ilid  her,  Hans. 

"  Well,  before  I  eould  ask  him.  or  abont  hell  either,  he  w,is 
gone  like  a  whilt  of  smoke  from  a  rille  mouth  in  a^itrong  wind.' 

Hans  paused,  puffed  at  his  pipe,  spat  upon  the  gronnd  in  his 
usual  relleelive  way  and  Tsked  : 

•  Is  the  Haas  fired  nf  liie  dreijm  or  would  he  like  to  hear  the 
rest '  " 

•  I  should  like  tn  hear  the  rest.  '  I  said  in  a  low  voire,  for  1 
was  strangely  moved. 

"  Well.  Baas,  while  I  was  standinir  in  that  place  Hhieh  was 
so  full  of  quiet,  turning  my  hat  in  my  hands  and  wonderino 
what  work  they  would  set  me  to  there  among  the  devils.  1 
looked  U[i*  There  I  vaw  eoming  towards  me  two  very  beautiful 
women.  Baas,  who  had  their  arms  around  e,->ch  other's  neeks 
They  were  dressed  in  while,  with  the  little  hard  things  that 
are  found  in  shells  hanging  .nbont  them,  ,ind  bright  stones  in 
their  linir.  And  as  they  enme.  Unas,  wherever  they  set  a  fool 
flower-  sprang  np.  very  pretty  flowers,  so  that  all  their  path 
across  the  quiet  place  was  marked  with  flowers.  Birds  too 
sane  as  they  passed,  at  least  I  think  they  were  birds  though  I 
eonid  not  see  them." 

"  What  were  they  like,  Hans?  "  I  whispered. 

"  One  of  them,  tiaas.  the  taller.  I  did  not  know.  But  the 
other  I  knew  well  enough;  it  was  she  whose  name  is  holv.  not 
lo  he  mentioned  Yet  I  must  mention  that  name;  it  was  the 
Missie  Marie  'L'?rself  as  last  we  saw  her  alive  many,  many  years 
ago.  only  grown  a  hundred  limes  more  beauUfnl.  "* 

•  See  the  book  oallaa  "  Marie,"  by  H.  Hider  Htnard. 
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Now  I  (jmniipil.  aiiti  Hniis  »        mi : 

■  Th'  two  \\  hilp  Oni's  r p  tn  me.  anil  stiMid  loDkina  at 

mi"  with  ryis  thai  «eri>  iiinrc  siifl  tliaii  thiisi'  of  Imik-i  ThiMi 
Ihi'  Mis-ip  Marii'  sai.l  to  tin-  iiIImt:  '  Tlii>  is  Hans  of  whom  I 
'wvi'  so  ofti'n  tolil  >i>ii,  0  Star.'    " 

Here  I  kiikimimI  apiin.  fur  tiow  ilii!  this  liolti'iilot  know  tliat 
nhnip.  or  ralliiT  its  swwl  rcnil'Tina? 

■  Thi'ri  slip  who  was  lalli'il  Star  aski'd  :  '  How  ^oi's  it  with 
onp  will)  is  the  hi'arl  of  all  thrii'  of  ijs.  n  ||iiii«>  Vis.  Haas, 
thosi'  Shilling  Onps  joiniMJ  nw.  thi'  ilirlv  litl!,-  Ilotti'iitot  in  inv 
olil  riothcs  anil  smidliiij;  of  toliari'o  with  tlii'iiisi>lvi's  whi^n  Ihn'v 
spoko  of  you.  for  I  knpw  thpy  wprr  spiMkinii  of  vrm.  Itaas.  whii-h 
niailp  niP  lliink  I  iniist  lip  iirnnk.  ivpii  llnri'  in'  tin-  i|uii't  nlnrp. 
So  I  told  thpni  all  llinl  I  hail  told  your  ri'MTi'iid  fatliiT.  and  a 
vpry  uri-rtl  ilral  inorp.  for  thpy  sppnind  iipvpr  to  hp  tin-d  of 
listpiiine.  And  onrp.  whpn  I  niPiilionpi!  th.il  soniPtiniPs,  whilp 
prPtPiiilinc  to  tip  aslppji.  |  had  hpard  yon  praviiii;  aloud  at  nipht 
for  l.hp  .Mis>ip  Marip  who  dipil  for  you.  and  for  anotlipr  who  had 
lippn  your  wifp  whosp  nanip  1  did  not  rrniPniluT  hut  who  had 
also  di"d.  thpy  hoth  iTii'd  a  liltlp.  Haas.  Tlnir  ti'ars  shnno  likp 
rrystals  and  sniPlt  likP  that  stuff  in  ,i  li|||p  itlass  tutip  wliirh 
llarrtt  said  that  hp  htoiiffht  from  sonip  far  land  w  hpu  liP  put  a 
drop  or  two  on  your  handkpnhipf.  aftpr  vou  wppp  faint  from 
Iho  pain  in  your  lp?  at  Ihp  liousp  yondpr  Or  pprlmps  it  was 
the  llowprs  that  sniplt.  for  where  llip  Ipars  fpll  tliprp  sprane  up 
white  lilips  shaped  like  two  liahe's  hands  liPld  logpthpr  in 
prayer. ' ' 

lienring  tliis.  I  hid  my  faie  in  my  hands  list  Hans  slioiild  see 
human  tpors  unscenteil  with  at.lar  of  rosps.  and  hadp  him 
continue. 

"  Baas,  the  White  One  who  was  railed  Sl.ir.  asked  me  of  voiir 
son,  the  youne  Haas  Harry,  and  I  told  Inr  that  when  last  T  had 
seen  him  he  was  strong  and  «p|l  and  would  makp  a  hiirjUT  man 
than  yon  werp.  whereat  s.he  siuhi'^l  and  shook  her  hpail  Thpn 
the  Missip  Marie  said  :  '  Tell  tlip  Haas.  Hans,  that  1  also  have  a 
child  whirh  hp  will  spe  one  day.  but  il  is  not  a  son." 

"  After  this  they,  too,  said  s'omelhinp  nhoiit  Love,  hut  what  it 
was  I  cannot  rememher.  since  pvpu  as  I  ri'peat  this  drpam  to 
you  it  is  betfinninp  to  slip  away  from  me  fast  as  a  swallow 
skimming!  the  water.  Their  last  words,  however.  I  do  remernhpr. 
They  were  :  '  Say  to  the  Baas  that  wp  who  nevpr  met  in  lifp. 
but  who  here  are  ns  twin  sislprs,  wait  and  count  the  vears  and 
count  the  months  and  count  the  days  and  count  the  hours  and 
count  the  minute?  and  count  the  seconds  until  once  more  he 
shall  hear  our  voices  callins  to  liim  across  the  night  '  That's 
what  they  said,  Raa«.  Then  Ihev  were  Kone  and  nnlv  the 
Uowers  remained   lo  show  lliat  thcv  h.id  been  standing  tlnrc 
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"  Now  I  si't  nfl'  to  hriiii;  ymi  l\\o  nv^^thin*  -irt'!  ti';i\cllt'(1  it  \Tr\ 
lout!  \\;i\  tit  n  vriMl  niT':  if  Jtin.i  hiiii~i'lf  htnl  lu'in  .ifh'r  nn' 
I  iniilil  mil  hiiM'  tiiiw  iiiiin'  [ii~l  Al  lii^l  I  v'oi  'Xil  'iT  lli.il  i|iiii'l 
|i|jM-t>  ahil  .'iiiMiiiu  iiKiiinlMins  \v  tti-n-  xmti-  il;irk  ivlnnf-.  Mini  tlii'rc 
ill  Ihi'  kldiil*  I  hr.inl  /iilii  iiii|ii~  .iiii;inf!  Iln'ir  «.ii--iinv;  >i'<, 
Ihrv  .-iiiif;  Ihc  iminiiiii  nr  ■iiinirlliinv  mt>  lilii'  il  >n\\  -iiiIiIimiIv 
in  il  (iM^s  iif  till'  iiiiiiiiil;iiii<  ;iliiiiL'  whir-ji  I  -|ii'fl.  Ilwi'i'  :i|ipi'aM'il 
lii'fiiri'  nil'  u  viT\    liiMiilidil   wiiniMii   wliii-c  »kin   -biiw   liki'  tin' 

hc-l   liipfiiT  iillTiv  ki'Mli'  ilfl'T  I   Imv  |inli-lir,|   i|.    Um- .       ^Ili'  Mil- 

(Iri'-M'il  in  .1  li'i>|i;inl-irnli'  iiiiiniliii  iinil  wiu'i'  nn  ln'v  -liniilili'i's  ;i 
fur  kiini^s.  mihI  iiIhiiiI  Iht  ii".'k  m  i'iri|p|  (if  lilnc  liciiiN.  aii'l 
fi'iiiii  liiT  hiiir  tli'Ti'  pii-i'  Dill'  iniiii'V  fiMllMT  ImII  -.i-  n  witlkiri"- 
~lirk,  iiMil  in  Ikt  Ii.iiiI  -111'  lipjil  M  lillli'  -|mmi'.  No  IIiihcvs  <\n-  •  • 
lii'iiivilh  lin-  fiM'l  whi'ii  -111'  walki'il  liiwaiil-  iiir  iiiuj  nn  liiril- 
siiiit'.  iiiil>  llic  ,iir  \\,i-  jilli'il  Willi  Ihi'  -iiiiint  nf  ,i  n.yai  saint.- 
Nvliii'li  I'lilli'il  aiiiiiii).'  till'  iiiiiiinlain-  liki'  ll|i'  niar  nf  IIiiiiiiIit.  ami 
liiT  I'M's  llasliiil  liki'  -iiniini'P  lichtninL'    ' 

Now  I  let  my  lianil-  fall  and  -lari'il  at  liim.  (nr  wi'll  I  kiiinv 
whdl   was  cnininj.'. 

"  ■  Slaiiii,  M'lliiw  man''  -h.'  -aiil.  ami  L'ivi'  iiic  llii'  nival 
salnl.'/ 

■  Si.  I  j;avi'  Iht  Hi.'  H,ni,lr.  Iliuii;j|i  ulm  ^lii'  nii;;lil  I..'  I  .liil  mil 
tnnw.  siiii'i'  I  iliil  m.l  think  it  wi-c  In  -lay  l.i  a-k  Iht  if  it  wcii' 
Ihts  nf  I'ivtlt,  allhniiBh  I  -hniilil  havi'  lik.'.l  In  .In  sn.  Tlinii  slii' 
Siiirl :  'Till'  (IliJ  Man  nn  llii'  [ilain  ynml.'i'  .iml  lliii-.'  Iwn  [lalc 
Whil.'  (Mie.s  lia\.'  t.alkt'.l  to  ynii  nf  llii'ir  ln\.'  for  \.iiir  tnasliT, 
IIm-  LiM'fl  Ma.iinia/aiia.  I  l.'ll  ynii.  lilll.'  Yi'llovv  lln;;.  Ili.'il  llii'v 
do  mil  know  what  Invr  laii  In'.  Tli.ri'  is  mnri'  Invi-  for  liiin 
in  my  I'vi's  aloir-  linn  llii'y  liavi'  in  all  Ihal  iiiaki's  Itn'in  fair 
Say  In  till'  l.ni'.l  Ma.  iimaz.in  1  Ihal.  a-  I  kiinu  wrll.  hi'  ;.'ni'- 
linwTi  In  hatllr  ami  thai  till'  l.aily  M.'iiiiiM'iia  will  In-  with  liini  in 
Ihi'  hallli'  as,  tlmiiiih  h.'  -au  hiT  mil.  shi'  ha-  lii'i'ii  willi  liiiii 
in  nlli.'i'  halllos.  ami  will  lir  with  liini  lill  th.'  Ilivi'r  of  Tiiin' 
has  run  ovit  I'-c  e.lci'  nf  tin'  wnrlil  an. I  is  |i..|  hi'yoml  th.-  sun. 
l.i'l  liini  ri'mi'inliiT  tlii-  w  hrn  .lan.i  ni-hr-  on  ami  ili'alh  is  vitv 
mar  In  liim  tn-ilay.  ami  Id  him  look— fop  IIkmi  iii'r.hanrc  h'.' 
shall  si'i'  mi'.  lli'j!om'  now.  Yi'llnw  Una.  In  tin'  h.'i'l-  nf  yniir 
maslnp.  and  )ilay  your  part  w.'ll  in  thi'  lialtli'.  ior  nf  what  yon 
do  IIP  Icavp  iindoni"  yon  -hall  yivc  aiioiinl  In  mi'.  Sav  thai 
Manici'iia  -I'll. Is  hi'r  jiri'i'liTu";  In  tin'  Lord  .Maiiwiiazana  and  lli.-.l 
shi'  ailil-  till-.  Ihal  whi'ii  till'  Old  Man  and  Un  Wiiiti'  Ones  (,,1.1 
ynii  that  Liivi'  is  Ihi'  si'i-ri'l  lilood  of  Ihi'  woplds  wiii.h  miik.'- 
thim  to  he  thfy  did  not  lin.  I.ovn  I'l'ians  ami  1.  Maninnia.  am 
its  prii'sl".-   ,inil   till'  linapl   of  Maniina/ana  is  my   holy   hniisn.' 

""  Tli"ii.  r.aa-.'l  linnliliil  nil  a  pp.'.  i|ii..'  and  wi  kn  ii|i  hnrn:  and. 
Haas,  a-   w  n  may   mil    liL'hl   a   lirn   I   lia\('  kp|il   -onm  roffnc  hoi 
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fur  >()ii  liiirit'il  in  wiirni  ;i-^ti<'^."  iiiiil  \nlliniit  jtiiotlMT  wnril  li>' 
wiMil  lij  r.'lili  lli.il  lofh'i'.  liMNini;  lijr  -li.ik''il  .uhl  .ilii.i/iil 

l''lil'    \\  h;it     kwh)    III'    ;i    ilM-illtl     W.l^     if     whlrh    I'lA  I'.lli'il    III    ill!    Iilil 
llllMl'Ulol      ill    llli'-i'    lll>~li'l'ii'>    allll    lllillli'll    Illill^'-    :il>nllt    |||'I'-IIII< 

wliuiit  III-  hiiil  iii'MM'  ^i-i-ii  iiiiil  ol  \\hiini  I  liiiij  rii'vcr  ^[luki-ii  hi 
liiiii  '  M>  f:ilhi'i'  Miiil  Tin  vvil'i'  M.iiii'  iniL'lil  li'  <'\|ilMiiii'(l.  (iir 
vvilh  tlii-^i-  III'  hill!  Iii-i'ii  iiilM'd  iiji.  tint  hnw  aimtit  Sti'lli  imil 
alxivi'  ;ill  Miilili'rll.i.  .illtKiiiL'll  III'  I'liHI'-i'  il  \v;i~  [iii~-ili|i-  tli:il  hi- 
li.'iil  IhmiiI  III'  IIk'  l.iljir.  uliii  iiiMili'  -iiiii"  -III'  ill  lii'i'  luiii' '  lliil 
III  liil  lii'i'  .III!  .i~  III'  liiiil  ilniir  ill  mII  hir  pridi'.  -|il>'iiiliiiii'  and 
iliiiiiiiiiiiii  III'  i|i'-iri'  I 


Wi'll.  Ilial  \vii<  hi-;  -itory  whirli,  [ii-rhaii-  fortiiiiat<'ly.  I  lai  ki-il 
liiiii-  III  atial>-i-  III-  lu-ddil  11(11111.  -inn-  Ihi-M-  \\a-  iiiiiih  in  it 
i-alriilalril  111  nniiiTM-  a  iiiaii  jiHt  i-nlfriiiL'  III--  rri-ici  iif  a  i|r<|ii-raji- 
fray.  Iinli-cil  a  iiiiiinli'  iir  -n  la|i-r.  a-  1  Ha-  -wallriwinp  tin- 
la--i  of  thi'  rort'i'i-.  nii'"t'iiL'i'i'-  ari-i\i'i!  almnl  'iiiiit'  liii-ini>~<.  I 
rm-^'ct  «lial.  -i-nl  l.>  llau'iiall  I  think,  ulm  hail  i-i-.-n  |,.-|'ur.' 
I  wnki'.  I  tnriM'il  In  vi^'  Hi''  iiaiiiiikiii  In  Han-,  lull  hi-  h.nl 
\.iiii-lii'il  in  hi-  -ii.-iki--liki-  fa-hii)ii.  -o  I  Ihi-i-w  il  ilii« ii  iipiin  lln- 
L-i'iiiiiiil  ami  ili'Viili'il  my  iiiirnl  In  lln-  i|ui'-lliiii  r:ii-i>il  in  Kaviiall'-; 
iii!'s-a^i*. 

.Ni-xl    inimili-    <i'Oiil-    rami'    in    whu    hail    I n    walihin'j    Ilia 

lamp  III'  llii<  lllai'k   Ki'iiilali  all  nlL'hl 

'I'hi'-i-  wi-i'i'  -I'l-piii!/  mil  niiirp  lli.in  nail  a  mih-  a\v,n  .  in  an 
iipi'ii  [ilari-  on  Ihi'  -liipi'  111'  III.'  hill  uilh  pirki'l-  Ihi'i'iwn  mil 
iiiiind  Ihi'm.  Inli'iiilinu'  In  aiKaiiri'  ii|"in  n-.  il  wa-  saiil.  a-  -iinii 

a'i  Ihi'  -nil  r -niiii-  hi'ian-i-  of  llii-ir  ninnlin'  lln-y  fi-ai'i'i|  li'<l 

lo  marrh  al  iiivhl  -lioiihl  lliiiriu  lln'in  iiiln  lonfii-inii  ami.  in 
la-^i'   of   Ihi'ii'   fallini;   iiiln   an   amlni-h.    hrint'  alioni    a   ili-a<li-i-, 

.-"lull  al   Ifa-I   wa-  llii-  ^liir\   of  Ittu  <|iii'<  whom  oiii-  \ pli-  hail 

ra|iliirnl  .'inil  llin-ali'iii-il  willi  ih-alli  iiiili'<-  Ihi'v  -pokr  tin-  Inilli. 

'I'ln-H'  hail  bi'i-n  -ioliii-  iini'-lian  a-  In  v\lii'llii'r-  wi-  -hoiihl  not 
.•illi'in|il  a  nlL'lil  .ilhnk  n|ion  tln'ir  ramp,  of  uhiili  [  w.i-  ralliiT 
in    I'aMiiir.      .\fl.i-    full    ili-hali'.    Iiowi-mt.    lln-    iili-a    hail    h'-i'ii 

.•ibamlon'ril.   owins!   In  tin'   fim  - of  om-  iiiimluT-.    lln'  ili-liki- 

wliiili  till'  Whili'  Ki'iiilah  -hai-i'il  willi  till'  .  k  of  :illi'm|ilini! 
to  o|ii'i;ili'  ill  thi'  ilaik.  anil  tin-  ui'll  rhii-i'ii  po-ilion  of  iiiir 
i-m-iiiy.  uhirtii  il  uoiilil  In-  impo--ilili'  to  ni-h  lirfoi'i'  ni"  wi-n- 
ili-ii  ovci-iil  hy  Ihi'ii-  oiilMi-l-  Wli.il  I  hopi'il  in  iii\  lioarl  ua- 
Ihal  lh">  mii-'hl  ir>  lo  ni-h  n-.  notliu  ilh-himiimj  lln-  -iiii\  of  tin- 
Iwo  ia(iinri'il  -|.i.'-.  ,iml  in  th.-  L'lnorii  ifti'i-  thr  moon  h.nl  ^nnk 
low  anil  hi'l'oi'i'  llii>  il.iwii  imhii'.  Iu-i  om.'  .■ntaiiL'li'.l  in  oiii'  ;iilfall- 
aii.l  oiill>inL'  .'iilri-n.  hnii'iit-.  uln-ri'  u.'  -honl.l  Iir-  ;,lili.  i,,  i|i.<ti'iiy 
a  f-'i'cat  niimlii'i'  of  Ih.'iii.  (lalv  on  th.  pri'vion-  aft->rniiiin  that 
I'liiiniiii;  iilil  f.'llow.  Han-,  h.iil  poinl-'il  out  lo  nii'  liou  ailvaii- 
laj;i'oiH  -lull  an  i'M'IiI  vmuiIiI  In-  In  iinr  i-.iii-i-  ami.  wliih-  ai-'i'i'i-iiiL' 
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with  him,  I  luggratril  thttt  probably  llie  UlHck  KKndah  kniw 
this  as  well  an  we  illd,  us  thi-  pri-oiiers  had  told  us. 

Yfl  lliat  very  IhiiiK  liu|>|<('iii-(l.  niid  throiitih  Hans  hinMpK 
Thus :  (lid  Harftt  Imd  conu'  to  ini-  jii'^t  one  lioiir  before  the  dawn 
lo  Inf'priii  me  that  nil  our  |ieo|ile  were  awake  and  at  their 
stations,  and  lo  make  sonif  last  arranxenienls  as  to  the  course 
of  the  defence,  also  about  our  linal  ronii'nlration  behind  the 
li..  t  line  of  walls  and  in  the  iirsl  rourl  of  I  he  temple,  if  we 
should  be  driven  from  the  outer  enlremhnieuts  He  was  telling 
me  that  the  Oracle  of  the  Child  hail  ullered  words  at  the 
ceremony  ttiat  night  which  he  and  all  I  he  priests  coiLsidered 
were  of  "the  mo»(  favourable  import,  news  lo  which  I  listened 
with  .'ome  impatience,  feeling  as  I  did  that  this  business  had 
passed  out  of  the  range  of  the  Child  anil  its  Oracle  As  he 
spoke,  suddenly  throueh  the  silence  that  prendes  the  dawn, 
there  floated  to  onr  ears  Ihe  unniistiikable  sdunil  of  a  riile.  Yes, 
a  rifle  shot,  half  a  niih'  or  so  away,  follnwcd  by  the  roaring 
murmur  of  a  great  camp  iinex(ieiledlv  alarmed  at  night 

"  Who  can  have  (ired  that?  "  I  asked.  '  The  Black  Kendah 
have  no  guns." 

He  replied  that  he  did  not  know,  unless  some  of  my  fifty  ffleu 
had  left  their  posts. 

While  we  were  nivotigating  the  nialtcr.  scouts  rushed  in 
with  the  inlellig^'iicj'  thai  the  lllack  Kendah,  lliinkinn  apparently 
(hat  they  were  being  altackul,  had  broken  camp  and  were 
advancing  towards  us.  We  passed  a  warning  all  down  the  lines 
and  stood  to  arms.  Five  minutes  later,  as  I  stood  listening  to 
that  approaching  roar,  fdled  with  every  kini'  of  fear  and' 
melancholy  foreboding  such  as  the  hour  and  Ihe  occasion  might 
well  have  evoked,  through  the  gloom,  which  was  dense,  the 
moon  being  hidden  behind  the  hill  I  thought  1  caught  sight  of 
something  running  towards  me  like  a  crouching  man.  f  lifted 
my  rifle  to  fire  but.  reflecling  that  it  might  be  po  more  than  a 
hyena  and  fearing  to  provoke  a  fnsfilade  from  m/  half  trained 
company,  did  not  do  so. 

Next  instant  I  was  glad  indeed,  for  immedi.ilely  on  Ihe  other 
fide  of  the  wall  behind  which  I  was  standing  1  heard  a  well- 
known  voice  gasp  out : 

"  Don't  shoot.  Baas,  it  is  I." 

"  What  have  you  been  doing.  IIan«?  "  I  said  as  he  scrambled 
over  the  wall  to  my  side,  limping  a  little  as  I  fancied. 

■'  Baas,"  he  puded,  '  1  have  been  paying  the  Black  Kendah  a 
visit.  I  crept  lown  between  their  stupid  outposts,  who  are  as 
blind  in  the  .,irk  as  a  bat  in  il,iylight,  hiipins  to  find  Jana  and 
put  a  bullet  into  his  leg  or  trunk.  I  didn't  find  him.  Baas, 
although  1  heard  him.  But  one  of  their  captains  stood  up  in 
front  of  a  watchlire,  giving  a  good  shot.     My  bullet  found  him. 
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hanf.  for  he  tiimbM  hack  inin  Ihi-  flrf  iimking  thr  spnrks  fly 
this  wav  and  tbut  Then  I  run  niiil,  n.'  ynii  ore,  got  hprr  qiiU>> 
wWy." 

"  Why  did  yuu  pluy  tliut  iuiA't  lri('k!>  "  I  u«ked.  "  !>Ki>inK  Ihiil 
it  ouglit  to  liavp  rust  yuu  \<iur  li(K." 

"  I  shall  din  jiial  wlit-n  I  h.ivc  to  die,  nut  bpfun;.  Hnii'.'  h>' 
replied  in  tho  intervals  u(  nduudinK  tlie  liltli!  rifle  "  Also  it 
wa»  the  trick  uf  a  wi-ii;  rnnn.  not  u(  a  (oul.  seeini;  lliiil  it  Itui 
Diade  the  Black  Kendah  think  that  we  were  attacking  them  and 
cauaed  them  to  hurry  on  to  uttark  ii.i  in  llie  dark  over  ground 
(hat  they  do  not  knus\      Listen  tu  tbem  comini; !  " 

As  be  spoke  a  rour  of  sound  told  us  ttiat  the  great  charge  laid 
aw«pt  round  a  turn  there  was  in  the  pass  and  was  hendiiikr 
towards  us  up  the  straight.  Ivory  liorns  brayed,  i^otuins 
yhoutcd  orders,  the  very  mountain  slir>oi(  heneatli  ilie  beatioK  uf 
thousands  of  feel  of  men  and  horses,  while  in  one  great  y'>ll 
that  echoed  from  the  cliffs  and  forests  went  up  the  hattle-cry  of 

Jniitt!  Jaiial  "—a  mixed  tumult  of  noise  which  conlrasted  ver> 
.-trangely  with  the  utter  silence  in  our  ranks. 

"  The)  will  be  amonfi  the  mttalls  presently."  snigifered  Hans, 
shifting  his  weight  nervously  from  one  leg  on  to  the  other 
"  Hark  I  they  are  going  into  them." 

It  was  true.  Screams  of  fear  anil  pain  told  me  that  the  front 
ranks  had  begun  to  fall,  horse  ami  fool  log^'tlier.  into  tlie 
cunningly  devised  snares  of  which  with  so  much  labour  we  had 
dug  many,  concealing  them  with  earth  spread  over  thin  w ick'r- 
work,  or  rather  interlaced  boughs.  Into  Ihem  went  the  fore 
runners,  to  be  pierced  by  the  sharp,  Dre-liardciied  stakes  set  ^,| 
the  bottom  of  each  pit.  Vainly  did  those  who  were  near  cuoupli 
to  understand  their  danger  call  to  the  ranks  hehind  to  stop 
They  could  not  or  would  not  lomprehenrt,  and  had  no  room  li. 
extend  their  front.  Forward  surged  the  human  torrent, 
thrusting  all  in  front  of  it  to  death  by  wounds  or  suffocation  in 
those  deadly  holes,  till  one  by  one  they  were  lilled  level  witli 
the  ground  by  struggling  men  and  horses,  over  whom  the  arpiv 
still  rushed  on. 

How  many  perished  there  f  do  not  know,  but  after  the  battle 
>  as  over  we  found  scarcely  a  pit" that  was  not  crow dej  to  the 
t.'im  with  dead.  Truly  lliis  device  of  Ragnall's.  for  if  f  had 
conceived  the  idea  which  was  urif miiliar  to  the  Kenduh,  it  was 
he  who  carried  it  out  in  so  masterly  a  fashion,  had  served  us 
well 

Still  the  enemy  surged  on.  since  the  pits  were  onlv  larpe 
enough  to  hold  a  tithe  of  them,  till  at  length,  liorsenien  and 
footmen  mixed  up  together  in  inextricable  contu>lon.  their 
IT'  'tv  mass  be(\me  faintly  visibU  quite  dss*  to  ua,  a  blacker 
hloi  upon  the  iloom. 
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•anip,     'A  li'-n   lii<'>    ,m'1'''  i 

llOlltf'H 


lol  tnoi'o  than  flftv 


order   to   niy 


,,., ,  .1,1  MM-rci     w.TP  totiillv   uniurn-lonir,!   lo   II..'   .•!  .vt-   nt  rifl. 
;'■;;!;' :n:!mm..l  ...al  «e  o„h  ,;<..Y-1  I-  ;;r  ILn^-  ,nns  .^ 

'    ronl       liT.     v,u<  -iU.n,.e.   .'xcmm.I   for   ll..>   i..l.Tm,tt.;iil    .•.•«,*!. 

f  11     rin  -  '  <  n,^  men  K...!.-.!  ...,!  Ilr-l.      N-'vl  ,-.n„.  Ih.  .Tics  of 

n,,!  !,„illP„  „„.„■. n.l  HOPS.-  th.l  vv,.r.-  fnlli.,,.  .v..ryuh,r.',  nnd 

III,.,,— Ilv  iiiin.istiikiililr  sound  of  11  .^l:.mi"''l'-  n„,.^  " 

■rii-y   liMV,.  •-■on,-.      Tliiit   XV,-,-   loo  w„,.n,   for  H„.ni.    Baa.s 

.topping  ii...  ni-in,,  ■■  i„.i  i  .■M-.i  ii..;v  -1  l";"!  ';;^,."  ' „  "^i 

n"»    .   ,    ;,lVo    f,ir  not    ,  hr,N.lh  of  wind  «;,..  An-nu?      But  Nvtwt 

r'-o,    lh,"nrM   r„vs   of   II.,'   Min    r-v,.,,!,;,!    npon    Ihat    na.TOw 

-Intol,   of   l«."   in     i-nnt    of   n^^.     Kv.Tvuli.Tn   Itio   pitfalls   and 

1  I  .-    V,!,  .  (ill,^d  -.vilh  slill  -,„.,inB  li-ap.  of  n,o,n  and  horsn. 

■Ml,  „ll  abont  lav  d,.ad  ,,n,l  «onn,l,vl  m.,,.  It,.,  r.-d  l.a.-v.;^l  " 
o,n  riil"  lire  H  was  dr,.a.ltnl  f.  lontrast  tl,p  h..av,.nly  po^n- 
i,l,ov..  and  tl,|.  Imllish  liorror  l,|.npnlli. 

W,.  look  ,-onnt  an,l  found  Ihat  np  In  (li.s  moniont  »  '    ;  ''    "i. 

l„s|  „  si„^,l,.  man.  on,,  only  having'  hc'n  -l..-'!.lly  w"n'.".',l  '';   ■ 

Iti'rowi,    sncnr      A-   is   i-on.nion   anioi.f;    s,-n„-s;,\afr,.s.    mis  tart 

I,'       l„.  wTilP  K,-n,lah   will,  an   n.„l..,'  ,-M.lt,dion      Thinkmg 

1      n    lh,>  !,..u.i„.ii.,?  was  so  the  ,.nd  must  b,-,  thi-y  .hpoml  and 

1  on  Pd     shaking   ..,ah   oUn-r's   l,ao,ls.    Ilipn    f,-ll   to   palinp   fV 
fond    vdii.l    IhP  wompn  hroiifrht  U.pm  with  appptilp,  ,hatter.np 

np,ss,  ,llhon"h  as  a  v">,.-.al  rnli.  Iln^y  vvprp  a  vpry  sileflt 

r::^;'"  l^v,.n  Un   ^'avP  ll^Al.  wlio  arrivP,!  full  of  ,-o,..r.t,|^a. 

lioils    „.pn„.,l  as  liiMh-spiriti'd  as  a  hoy.  1.11  i  r.-miiKha!  lam  thit 
Ihp  m,l  haltlp  liail  nol  vpI  ,iiinni,.ni.|.|l  . 

ThP     1.'  k  Kpndah  ha,!  fallen  into  a  l-'ip  and    .,sl  sonip  of  lhp„. 

inilnber    tlial   was  all.   whi.h   was  forlnnal,'  tor  u-  hnl   ,ouM 
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scarcely  nffd-t  il]i>  issue  of  the  struggle.  Jincc  tliev  hsd  niiiiiv 
thoiisiiiids  left.  lUif-'iiiill,  who  hiid  come  ii|>  (rnrii  his  lines, 
iifireeil  with  me.  As  he  said,  these  people  wen^  (iphlins;  for 
life  as  well  as  lioiiour,  seeing;  Ihat  most  of  the  corn  » liich  lliey 
needed  for  th<>ir  susteoaiice  was  stored  in  -Teat  heaps  either  iri 
or  to  the  rear  of  the  temple  behind  u.s.  Ttierefore  thev  ninst 
lOiiie  on  ujitil  Itiey  won  or  were  destrovol  How  witli  our 
small  force  roulil  we  hope  to  ihvlroy  this  multitude?  That  wa- 
the  prolilem  wlii.  h  wrijiheil  upon  our  hearts. 

.\l)out  a  c|uarler  of  an  hnur  later  two  spies  tliat  we  tiad  -e| 
upon  tlie  top  of  the  preiipil(]us  ilil'l'^.  wheiiee  tliev  had  a  >.mkw1 
view  of  file  pass  l)eyond  th.-  Ii.mhI,  eauie  .-iiainliliniL'  down  the 
rocks  like  monkeys  hy  a  routi:  tli.it  u.is  kiiortu  to  tliem.  The.e 
boys,  for  they  wire  no  more,  reported  tliat  the  lUack  Kendall 
were  re-formun'  their  army  beyunil  the  bend  nf  the  pas>,  and 
that  Ifie  cavalry  were  ili-mouiilini;  and  ^eiidini;  their  liijr-:'e-j  |o 
the  rear,  evidently  beraiise  Itiey  found  Iteni  ii-ide-  in  -iieh  a 
place.  ..\  little  later  solilarv  men  appeared  frum  behind  the 
bend,  carryiiiv  bundle-:  nf  liaii.'  >tiiks  to  eacli  ii(  which  was 
attached  a  pice  id'  wldie  elnlb.  ,i  proieeilinn  that  evriled  mv 
curiosity. 

Soon  its  object  became  apparent.  Swirtlv  Ihive  noMi.  of 
whoDi  'n  the  end  there  may  have  been  thirlv  or  fortv .  ran  to  and 
fro.  testing!  the  .around  with  -pear-  in  ,-earch  for  pitfall-.  I 
ttunk  they  only  found  a  very  b'w  that  had  not  been  broken  intii 
but  in  front  id  these  and  al<o  of  tho<e  tliat  were  alnadv  full  „f 
nien  and  buries  tliey  set  up  the  llau'-*  as  a  warniiif;  tlial  thev 
should  beaviiided  in  the  advance.  .\|so  the\  removed  a  number 
of  their  wounded. 

We  bad  i/reat  ditliculty  in  restrainiii!;  lie'  Wliite  Kemlali  froui 
rus-hiiiji  out  to  allack  them,  wbicb  of  course  would  only  have 
led  US  into  a  trap  in  our  turn,  -ince  lliev  woiitd  ba\e  tied  and 
rondueled  theii-  pursuer-  intn  the  .irnis  of  lb.'  eiieniv  .Nor 
would  I  allow  my  rillenien  to  lire,  as  Hie  result  mii-l  liave  been 
many  nii-^se-  and  a  areat  wa-te  ii(  anininiiiliun  which 
would  lie  badly  n.inted.  I.  bnwever,  did  <hiiiil  two 
then  i.Mve  it  up  a-  Ibe  remainder  took  no  notice  wliate,,  , 
Ulieii  they  bad  llioroiithly  evplnred  the  eroiiiid  thev  retired 

nnlil    a   lillle  later.    Ibe   lltack   Kendah   ariiiv   beiii i'  appear 

iiiarchiii);  in   -erried   reeimenl^  and   ev,  ellenl   order   round   the 

bend.  III.  perhaiis  eiudit  or  ten  ||ii,ii<,-,),d  ,,f  tliem  were  vi-ible    a 

very   fierce  and  awe-in-pirinj;   iiiqii.     Their   front 

between  three  am!  four  hundred  \ard-  awav    w  hi 

farther   olT   Iban    it    was   advisable   to   open   lire   oi 

Snider   rille^   held   bv    unskilled    troops ,      Then   cm, 

which  at   lenslh   wa-   broken   by    the   Idowin-   „f   horn-   and 

sound  01  exultant  sboutiiii.'  hevoiid  the  turn  of  Hie  p,- 


ere    loilft 

or   three. 


vere 
rank-;   halted 

ch  1  tl ,i.'ht 

I   them    with 

p.-iii- 
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heiid  « ere  two  men  m  ^^hom   «  th  rn>  g  ^.^^^^    ^^^  1^ 

lan.e  VT'^\  ^vhom  I  ^'"^^^^it'^"'^; 'ou^Tv  apparelled  and  Nvav.ug 
ot  the  crack  Kendah  ^  n^^»'  S^'P^  ^^^^''^h^ir.  Round  the 
a  long  ?pear,  soiite.l  '"  "  '^'""  -"l,  ^ptni  chains,  twelve  in  aU, 
brute  s  neck  were  'i  "."'"\^„' "L,d  ^bv  a  Ipearman  who  ran  along- 

lane  which  had  been  ^"'  ,;Z'^'r,,'envith  dead  1  thought 
intelligently  avoiding  the  P  »'^1 '  "'  .^';  '';'„„ks,  Rnt  not  so. 
,hat  he  would  stop  amc.  g  '^e  'r  t  ^^"  ^^.^,^,,  ,„„„h.  ,.ur 
Slackening  his  pace  to  a  walk  »".  °\»'-'=^>  ^^„^^  ,„d  n,ade  sure 
tortifications  Now,  "' ;°"^;;' ^'r^jpe  „,«,  readv  and  that  Hans 
that  my  do'-bl''- "'"'' ''^„^  .' uw"  .rreUed  and  ofsimi'ar  calibre, 
futcilck^d'^n'  sS  a"'positrthi'r.1iuld  snaUh  it  (rom  h.in  in 
a  moment.  „i„„hant    '  1  'ftid      "  L'''  ""  ""'^  *''"' 

when  it  stood  over  me  *" '^*  "7";;?;"to  equal  it  ever  lived  in 
it.  foot.    Of  this  1  am  sure    "  "^^•°'  %'  ^ave  knowledge. 

^'^^^'r^!.^|:i^  £    h';Za!::rrd.ermined 

it  onlv  for  the  prestige  "'  '^e  thing^  ^^j  ^  ^^„^^   ,i„  d 

\t  lenulh  It  did  slop  a""- "P''"'!,'!,"^:'   ,,„    *t,inding  up  in  his 
it.  great  '-nU  -d  tnimpete  jt^^S^-'»  ,^^^^ 

\^^S.  ^oH;,:^  ■•  ^'i^"^r(nv^J;::i:ie''^t;''  said  1  to 

rine  ready  and  catching  s»ht  «!  R«P"»"  ^^"„,^,,^  breathlessly 
White  Kendah  '"""^'"^^"^'"b  ,ek  Ken'iah  a  few  hundred 
.waiting  the  '•"^ ■   "^  ^^ ^^  ;,,';%'''^^^^^^^  a  fairer  shot  and 

yards  away.  Never  cou  d  "'^'^  ^«  ^,„^  The  brute's  head 
one  more  certain  loKsn\\  '"J^'"'^  ,  j  ^„j  (o  do  was  to  send  a 
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ln'hind.     II  wii?  so  eiisy  that  I  woiilil  liavi-  made  u  bet  thai   I 
could  have  finished  him  with  one  hand  lied  behind  mo. 

I  lifted  the  heiivy  lille  I  (.'ot  the  sijrhts  deml  on  to  a  certain 
spot  at  the  buck  of  thiit  red  cave.  1  pre->ed  llie  trifiger;  the 
charge  boomed— iind  nothing  huppeni'd  !  I  heanl  no  bullet  strilie 
and  Jana  did  not  even  t.tiie  the  trouble  to  doe  his  mouth. 

An  e.xrl.iniiilinn  of  (l-oli :  '  went  no  from  the  watcher- 
Before  it  had  died  .iw.iv  the  -ecnnd  bullet  followed  the  first,  willi 
the  same  result  or  rulher  lack  of  result,  and  another  lijuder 
"0-oh!  "  arcjse  Then  Jana  tnini|nilly  slmi  bis  mouth,  havin;; 
finished  trumpetinp.  and  as  tluinph  io  five  me  a  s»till  better 
,tacget,  turned  broadside  on  and  stood  quite  still 

With  an  inward  curse  I  snatched  the  second  rille  and  aiminfr 
behind  the  car  at  a  spot  which  hum  evperience  l(dd  me  covered 
the  heart  lei  drive  ajuiin.  first  one  barrel  and  then  the  other 

Jana  never  stirred  No  bnllel  thudded.  No  murk  of  blood 
appeared  upon  his  hide  The  horrible  lh(]ugh'  ovename  me 
that  I.  Allan  IJualermain  I  the  famous  shot,  the  renowned 
elephant-hunter,  had  four  limes  misseil  this  haystack  of  a  brute 
from  a  distance  of  forty  .\.irds  So  tfre.it  was  mv  shame  that  I 
think  I  almost  fainted  Through  a  kind  of  mist  j  heard  v.iriou? 
'jaeulalions  : 

"  Great    Heavens!"    said    RagUiill. 

'■  Alleiiiaqlr'  "  remarked  Hans. 
■  The  Child  help  us  I  "  nuittered  (lanU. 

All  the  rest  of  lliem  stareil  at  me  Hi  thoueh  I  were  a  freak  or 
a  lunalie.  Then  somebody  laughed  nervouslv.  and  immedialelv 
everybody  began  to  laugh.  Rven  the  distant' armv  of  the  Black 
Kendah  became  convulsed  with  roars  of  unhnlv  merriment  and 
I.  Allan  Ountermain.  was  the  centre  of  all  this  raoekerv.  till  I 
'I'll  as  though  I  were  going  mad  Suddenly  the  laughter  ceased 
and  once  more  Simba  the  King  lieinn  to  roar  out  something 
about  "Jana  the  Invincible  .lud  Invulnerable."  to  which  the 
White  Kendall  replied  with  cries  of  "  .Magic  "  and  "  Bev\itched  ; 
Bf'\\  itched  I  " 

'}  Ves."  yelled  SimKi,  "  no  bullet  can  touch  J  ma  the  god,  rml 
even  those  of  the  white  lord  who  was  brought  from  far  to  kill 
him." 

Hans  leaped  on  to  the  top  of  the  wall,  where  he  danced  up  and 
down  like  an  intoxicated  monkey,  and  screamed  : 

"Then  where  is  Jana  s  left  eye>  Did  not  mv  bullet  put  it 
out  like  a  liiniic'  If  Jana  is  invulneriible.  w  hv  did  mv  bullet 
put  out  his  left  eye?  " 

Hans  ceased  from  dancing  on  the  wall  and  sl.jadving  himself 
lifted  the  little  rifle  Intombi.  shouting  : 

"  I.Pt  us  see  whether  ,'ifler  all  thi.s  beasi  i„  a  god  or  an 
elephant." 
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wiHi    111" 


,.'l\iiiil  it. 
IrilllU    :illil 


Then  he   Hmfl"'''   "l"   '"f"''''  . 'I'''lw"lTic.<i  ;i|M""i'  ""  ■'■'"'"' 

J:  ;',„.n, ;.,..  f"";;l/  ;;>;„:'  t  "i :„'';;;  «fl>)u .  1.-1  --';;' 

hor.-  .-in-  «-.li  a  l'^-''"  '     ',^,1      it  ,r,l  n..l  M..nu.rl,  nimv     m.. 

'•-^t:^;^^''--^'  -.--;;;::;:,::' "'^^ 

,JLww,.„|.^^l.l    I       n.^^-\,,,/ ,,,,,,, ,,Wnl,l:,.M.in.m 
niv  Id  111  'I'"'"'  '"  "' 


horc  lilli'  «'5)' 

pun* 

pifi- 

Still, 
luiii'kod 
,,.|.,.;,iiiimI    "Hh 

K.wiiiMi-  hi>  "WEI  i"'<'i'i;; 


niv 

ut  skill 

hiirDiliiilii'' 


t'VIT 

ii-  it  \v:is 


.iiih   II   1  lip  "' 
-  ill  llii-  iiiiist 


uirniliiili..'.  .^  it  w.^  ni       .  ■,     ,',  ,„i,,„  ,,„  uill.l  M  "m  v 

,„,„  .„„„.      A"";-;     "'J,"  1,,,,.  UmI   uitl.  ..1    m>   •  1^   ' 

Anil  v-1.  ^ii"l  ^'■'    '     \       v.i,  St  ninuiiU.iii  "l'  "'-1'  """■  ""^V" 

uliiili  iit  till'  tinu-  1  «i-^>i>'''    "•■"'■„'.   nii-.TiiMi'  'iiili"-''      ■•"'" 
:;^ely,  just  .11.11  II ;!--;;-,;  -■-:^;,^:'!:  .„oul  uaJ  a  roar 

Th.'  a.lvuiici-  had  boi-'im 


nr.M'TKn  x\ 

M.l,\>    Ul.KI'S 

On    lhr>    I, nil.',    ~|.]ul>    ,-,tHl    -(,.,,. lih,    ,-..,. 'fir,!    h\    n    ,-|oiid    of 

-kiniii-lM'i'— -,■!   II <.iml   1,1'  njnr..  ,.f  Ihi's,.— uh.,  k.-pl   „-  (irini 

•  m  order  ii~  llie  narrow  -roiiml  wonhl  :illo«  mikI  .Mrri.'cf  n\r\\ 
o.'IIhtm.  a  liiiiKll.'  of  Ihriiuiii!;  spiMi--  .irr,iriL'«.||  in  In-  ^  or  ,orkcN 
Ml  111.'  iM.k  of  llie  ,-lii..|(l.  When  Ih.-e  mm  «.tv  aboiil  a 
limnlrn.l  \anl-  auay  ».  upi'ii.',!  lire  ami  kill'd  a  ;.rpal  niimtipr  of 
Ihnn,  also  ^onir  of  Ihc  iiiar-liallcd  lroo|,<  l».|,|,nl  Milt  thi.- 
Mnl  not  stoii  llj-ni  m  llii>  IivhI.  for  wlinl'coiiM  liflv  rillp.^  do 
aeainst  a  hordr  of  liravc  hartvirian-  uli.i.  it  -.i'mu'd.  had  no  f.'ar 
of  ilo.-tti,;'     I'n.aMillv  Itipii'  sprar-  uorc  falling'  ainoii;;  n^  and  a 

li'w    casiiallii's    l„.i;an    to    ociair.     nol     nv.     Ii.<iau-i'    of    llic 

protciliny  wait,  t.nl  .-lilt  <„n„'.  Apain  and  a'laiii  we  loaded  and 
hred.  -weepinj.'  awa>  tlio-e  in  front  of  ii-.  lail  atwav-^  .illirr- 
.amr  to  lake  their  place..  Kin.dlv.  .,1  -,,me  wnnl  of  ;-..mnianil 
ttie—  Ii;;ti|  skirmisher-  vanistml.  exeepi  those  wlio  were  ijead 
or  «oiinde,|.  takiii,:!  sheller  bidiind  the  advaneins;  reeimenl^J 
which  now   were  within  lifly  yards  of  ns. 

Then,  after  ,-i  momentary  pai:se  aiiothi'r  eoinm.iml  was  -hoiited 
oiil  and  the  fir>t  reslnient  chiri/ed  in  three  solid  rank-  We 
tired  a  volley  poml  I, lank  into  (hem  and.  a-  il  w.is  i„.pe|ess  f,„- 
fitly  nie,:  'o  wilhstand  sn,.[i  an  onslanchl.  ludted  diirin-  the 
temporary  .(mfnsi,,,,  thai  e,i-iied,  taking:  ref.ppe.  as  il  had  hmi 
arranL.ed  |hal  we  .hoilld  do.  ,d  ,,  point  of  vanlaue  farther  down 
th-  line  of  forlphcations.  whiMici'  we  niainl.iined  our  ir.illins  fire 

Now  it  was  that  the  liiain  liodv  of  Ihe  While  Keridah  .•urae 
into  aclion  unde,.  |h.'  l.'adership  .,f  It, -nail  ;,iid  llanit  Tlie 
enemv  srranihl.'d  over  tlie  first  „,dl.  wl  i.di  w.    Ii.id  iusl  vacaled 


to  lind   them-elvi 
spearmen    in 


in   a   network    of   other   wall-    Ik 


narrow    pla 

was  terrible 


idvanhi. 

Here  the  lipid i 
treat,  for  always  as  iImw  carried 
.■inotlier  a  few   vards  in  fr.eii  of  II 


where    iinmbers 


le 


great 


id     the     loss    of    the 


ritt.arke.rfl 


one  entrenelinieiil   they  found 


aild  only  he  driven  .it   much  I'o-I  of  lif 


hem.  out  of  which  the  ,lef,.r.i|e 


Two  hours  or 


more  the  bailie  weni  on  Ihii-.     In  spi|,.  of  the 
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„iv  n  ,  tu"a«."iull  As  it  turned  oal,  this  «„-  not  so  rh.> 
^;  "on  V  re;U  R  and  waiting  for  the  arrival  o  th^r  r.v..rv. 
n  ™me  upshoutine  and  singing  a  «ar-song.  '«„"  ''"' :^,^''fl;,  "  ,} 
or  morn  and  prpsently  once  more  lliev  eluirged  like  a  ""oo  o 
"    '\\>   beat    then.    I.nek       They    reformed  and   charged   ., 

"7;;;^';;:rv'look^Xr'!C;.!;d:'standinga,n.,ng  the  dead  and 
.Ivlnr..  the  h?.se  of  the  wall,  which  was  huilt  of  loose  slon.^ 
and  ear  h  'vh^re  we  could  not  easily  g.  t  at  them  bf™"^«  " 
?he  showers  of  spears  which  w.^e  rained  at  anyone  who  s_howe^ 
him^eU  thev  began  to  undermine  it,  lev^ermg  out  the  bottom 
fnnes  «ith  stakes  and  buttering  them  with  poles 

I  five  minu  es  a  breach  appeared,  through  which  they  poured 
.  .^„  .nr,„«K  It  was  hopeless  to  withstand  that  onslaught  of 
'o  va\  an. mber  Fighting  desperately,  we  were  di-iven  dow,, 
the  unne  and  through  the  doors  that  were  opened  to  us,  .no 
the  t"r"r.'our"  of  the  temple.  By  furio..s  eRorts  we  manage 
lo  close  these  doors  and  blSck  them  with  stones  and  earth.  But 
his  dhl  ot  avail  us  long,  for.  bringing  ''"'^hwood  and  dry 
grass   they  built  a  fire  against  them  that  soon  caught  the  thick 

^t^rthe"^  hur„''ed"':=^™n:"tH  together  Further  retreat 
seemed  impi^sible,  since  the  second  court  of  the  temple,  save 
f^  an-  rrovV  passage,  was  filled  with  corn  which  allowed  no 
r^om  for  fighting,  v?h  le  behind  it  were  gathered  all  the  women 
md  cWldren  more  than  two  thousand  of  them.  Here  or 
Mwhere  we  must  make  our  stand  and  conquer  or  die.  I.Tp  to 
mltimi  Compared  with  that  which  we  hud  "'""="^'1  "Pon  the 
Rtark  Kendah  of  whom  a  couple  of  thousand  or  more  had  fallen^ 
oK.  was  iparutivejy  ."f^ght.  ,ay  two  huadr.d  killed  .nd 
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as  mail-  murp  wounded,  Moi-t  of  such  of  th?  laltpr  as  conlil 
not  walk  wp  hnd  mmingPil  (o  carry  inio  Ihp  first  court  of  Hip 
pmplp,  liiyiiip  ihcm  closp  Hfimust  iHp  rlmslpr  wnlU,  wfipncp 
llipy  wiilchpil  us  in  a  grisly  ring. 

This  left  u^  iifinul  sixtrcii  hniirlrp.l  ahlp-hoclipd  mpn  or  many' 
more  thnn  «p  could  pmjdoy  will,  meet  iu  Hint  nnriow  nlacp 
rhcrpf.,rP  «c  driprn.inpd  to  act  o|.on  a  pl.m  which  wp  had 
drpady  dcHpncd  m  cusp  su.  h  an  cniprccncy  ,-,s  ours  should  arisp 
Ahou  thrpp  iMindrp.l  and  lifty  of  Ihp  bfsl  n.pn  were  to  rpniaiu 
to  dpfpud  Ihp  Ipmi*  1,11  all  «prp  slain  The  rest,  to  thp  numbpr 
"(  over  a  thousand,  were  lo  withdraw  ihrouiih  Ihc  second  court 
and  the  piles  beyond  lo  thP  camj.  of  ihp  wometi  and  children 
These  they  werp  to  conduct  l,y  s-crel  |.,-,th-  thai  were  known 
to  thorn  lo  where  Ihp  camels  were  krnaled,  .and  mounting  as 
many  a.s  |,os_sible  of  them  nn  thp  lamejs  to  llv  whither  Ihev 
Pould.  Our  hope  was  that  thp  victorious  Black'  Kcndah  woulil 
be  too  pxhausted  to  follow  thpm  across  the  plain  to  thp  distant 
cX'vp "^  '*'"'  "  '^'■'''■"""'   '■"^'"inifiatinn,    but   we  had   no 

"  What  of  my  wifpi   ■  Ragnall  asked  hoars.  I> 

r^V',']'^  i'"'  ''■"i,'"''"  ^'""''^  ^*"'  '""*'  '•pmain  in  the  temple  ■ 
replied  Harftt.  •  fJul  when  all  is  lost,  if  1  have  fallen,  do  vou 
UhitP  Lord    go  to  the  sanctuary  with  those  who  remain  and 

ake  her  and  Ihc  Ivory  Child  and  flee  after  thp  others,  Onlv 
I  lay  this  charge  on  you  under  pain  of  the  ciirsp  of  Il«ivpn  that 
you  do  not  suffer  thp  Ivory  Child  to  fall  inIo  the  hands  of  thp 
Black  Kendah.  Firs  must  you  hum  if  with  lire  or  grind  it  to 
clust  vvith  stonp*.     Moreover.  I  give  this  command  to  all  in  case 

he  priests  in  charge  of  it  should  tail  me,  that  thev  set  name  to 
the  brushvvood  that  is  built  up  with  the  slacks  of  born,  so  thai 
alter  all.  tJiose  of  our  enemies  who  escape  the  spear  may  die  of 

Instatitly  and  withont  murmuring,  for  never  did  I  se<.  more 
perfect  discipline  than  that  which  prevailed  among  these  poor 
people  the  orders  given  by  Harflt,  who  in  addition  to  his  office 
as  head  pne-t  was  a  kind  of  president  of  what  was  in  fact  a 
republic,  vvere  put  in  the  way  of  execution.  Company  bv 
T'"'!!"^.  *"■  "'^"  ."f''"'"'''''  '"  '™"''  llie  women  and  cdiiidreii 
departed  through  the  gatcw/iy  of  the  second  court,  each  comnanv 
urning  in  the-  gateway  to  salute  us  ,vho  remained,  bv  ra  sin'., 
their  spears  1,11  all  were  gone,  ThPi,  wp.  the  thre  .undrpd 
and  hftv  who  were  left,  mar.sl,,,l|cd  ourselves  as  the  Greek" 
mav  have  don"  in  the  Pass  of  Thermopvla' 

First  stood  I  and  my  rinemen,  to  v^hom  all  the  remainin" 
.■immunitio,,  wa-  -nrvecl  out:  it  amounted  to  eicht  rounds  pc"r 
Mian,  Then,  ranged  across  the  courl  in  'our  lines,  came  th<. 
■pcarmen  armed  with  lances  ,,nd  swords  under  the  immpdia  p 
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lonimuiKl  or  lliiiill  lli-liiii.l  llii-M',  iMir  Hi"  i-'i<l'-  "'  Hm'  ■^.tcihI 
.•cmrt  so  lli.il  111  111.'  I;.'  Ilii'>  iiii!.'lit  MltiTiipl  tti"  f'^nu'  nt  tlii- 
iirifstct^s.   w'ri'  litlv  piiki'il  in^ii.  ."nilaiin'il  li>    liii;:iiiill,   wIkp,  1 

Jorcot   lu  >:iv.   w.i-i'  v\...iii.'''il  ill   Irt"  |il' -^     lliiiii'.'h   iiDl  hiclly, 

hiiviiii:  ic'ii'Imm)  :i  siv^r  ilini^^l  in  tlu'  l"(l  ^limililiT  iinil  a  ^wcinl 
ml  nil  llii'  li'd  lliiuli  iliiriiia  lii-  cI(-|iitii|i-  ilfh'iic-f  "f  tln' 
iiitri'iirhiiiciil 

llv  Ihi-  liiii"  Mial  nil  "a?  ri'ailv  and  I'vcrv  iiiaii  lia.l  Iim.'Ii  uivi'ii 
III  (iriiik  fnim  thi'  jin-al  jai>  of  waliT  wliiili  -toi.il  aloii(!  tin- 
walls,  llli'  lllassivi'  wiMiilc'li  iliKM-  hi-uall  In  lilfni  I  liiullfill,  tlnillgli 
llii-  liiil  mil  lia|i|»'ii  fur  i|iiili-  lialf  an  Iniiir  atliT  111"  I'ln'iiiy  lia.l 
bi'fuiii  to  alli'iniil  In  lii-c  lln'iii      Tliry  fill  at  Ii'Iil'IIi  lii'inalli  III" 

lialli'i-int;  o(  poll's,  lra\in>.'  milv  III"  in I'l  "f  "ardi  anil  -luii"s 

whiili  «!■  liail  pili'il  lip  in  111"  i!al"wa>  afl"r  III"  i  lo-iiii-'  of  lli" 
doors.  This  III"  Hlaik  K"iiilab.  »lio  had  rik"d  mil  lli.'  Iiiirniii).' 
I'liiht-rs,  si'l  llii'iii-idv"-  to  die  iway  willi  hand-  and  -lirk~  and 
spi'al's.  a  la-k  thai  »a<  lliiid"  \.i-y  dilliiillt  lo  lln'lii  li>  aliniit  a 
-lori'  of  imi-  pi'opl"  wtio  -lahhi-d  at  lli"iii  with  lln'ii'  loni-'  laiicfs 
nr  dashi'il  lln'iii  .louii  «illi  -loin-,  killing  and  di-aliliiii;  many. 
Kill  always  til"  di-ad  and  woiiiidi'd  «"■■"  dra,UL"al  off  »hil"  nihei-s 
look  tll"il'  plaii's,  sn  llial  at  last  III"  uaU'way  «a-  pni'liially 
rh'aii'd,  Th"ii  I  lall.'d  hark  III"  s|,i.|,rin"n  who  pa-  ,.d  iiilo  Ih" 
Minks  l.idiind  lis,  and  inadc  ri'iidy  lo  pla>   my   pai-l, 

I  had  not  Imii;  lo  wail.  With  a  i'ii~h  and  a  roar  a  >:rcat 
(um|i»nv  of  llic  Ular'  KiMidah  idiaru'iil  th"  j;al"»a>  Jiisl  as 
lliey  hi'uaii  In  "niiTL'  into  Ih"  loiiil  1  uav"  Hi"  word  In  lir". 
spiidin^'  litlv  SiiidiT  hull"!-  Ii'.iriiii;  into  IIkmii  from  a  distaiiri'  of 
a  fi'W  vanls.  Thi'v  hll  in  a  h"a|i:  lli"v  f"ll  lik"  lorri  hrfoi-r  Ih" 
scylhp!  not  a  iiiaii  wnn  Ihrn.ich.  OiiiiKly  wo  ridoadcd  and 
wailoil  flip  th"  ii"Nl  iiisli  111  du"  "Oiii's"  it  laiii"  and  Hi"  dread- 
ful si'fii"  rH,>Hati'd  ilsclf.  Now  III"  i-'al"wav  .and  Hi"  tuiiiiid 
ht'Vond  w"i"  sn  ihok"d  wilh  fiill"n  iinii  Hial  Hi"  "iiiiuy  must 
ilrii.e  tlii'S"  out  hi'fnr"  lliny  cniild  rhariif  any  more.  II  was  don" 
nnd"r  Ifi"  lii"  of  mysi-lf.  (laiis  and  a  ("W  pi"k"d  shots—simiehuw 
il  w.is  dori" 

Oil""  ninri'  Hi"v  rhar.sod,  and  one"  mor"  w"i-"  mown  down. 
So  il  woiil  on  till  niir  last  iiirlrid,";"  was  spi'iil,  for  ii"V"r  did  I 
sec  mor"  ma!:iiiliii'iit  "oiira'je  lliaii  was  shown  h\  llios"  Itlni'k 
Ki'iidah  ill  th"  fac"  of  l"rrili"  loss.  Tli"n  my  p"npl"  threw 
;isi,|,.  Hilar  iisi'li'ss  rill"s  .,inl  arrniiiL'  Hi"iiis('h"s  wilh  spcor- 
and  swords  l""ll  Iwik  lo  r"s|.  liaviiiK  llai'ol  and  his  i(,mpiiny  In 
lake  tli"ii'  plac".  For  halt  an  hour  nr  mnr"  laf-'Prt  that  awful 
striir>,al".  sincf  llir  spot  li"iiiL'  sn  narrow  .  idiarf.'"  as  th"y  would, 
the  liiaik  Kriidah  "oiild  ncit  will  Hirnnjrh  the  spears  nf  dcs|iairiiv!; 
warriors  ilcf' iidiiitf  their  lives  and  the  saiiotiiary  of  their  tod 
Nor.  th"  enriiflinsr  c  lift's  heiii!/  sn  sliecp.  rmild  they  geit  round 
aiiv  niher  way 
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At  |.-n?lh  Ihr  .MHMiiy  ,ln-«   l«,'k  .1-  Ihnhi: (.■.•,|..,l,  ms\„u  „, 

nrnr  (. ,  r.,^'  iiM.li-  .,m-  .li'iid  .nnl  u.Miii.lnl  ;,„,)  ,|rink  mm-..  «;,!„,• 
I'M'  till-  lir„\  Ml  ll„.  |,1,„.,.  „,-,.  ,|(m  ouTwhrlniiiii-  \\r  liorwii 
MLMiri-l  liu|„.  I|,.,|  ||„.(  ||,„|  ijivrii  lip  fh,.  ,,ll,i,k.  lint  Ihi-  «ii< 
liir  Iniin  llir  cm-.'.  II|..v  up,.,.  |,ii|  ni:ikiii-  m  iirw   1. 1,111 

Slh|.|,.,ll>    in    tllr    •..•,|,.„in    11,,.,,.  .,|,|„Mrr.|    Ihr    till-,.   l,„lk    (,f  Ih.' 

••LplMiil  .l,MMi    Mi-liiiii;  f„i-u,inl  ,il  <| I  Hii.l  Iniiii;  iM-i.-.'(l  m,  In 

m.'.i  vvim  [.n.k. »ilh  -|„..ir.  I„.hi,i,|      u  ,„.,,,,   |hn„|...|,  th- 

.Irf.MHliT-  .,-  thoii:.|i  l|i,.y  »..|v  1,111  ,|n  ,i,,,<,  |,;,i|,.,.inL-  Ih.-r 
in  r,„,l  nl  it  „,|ii  it  .,.,,,1  |,|,„|,.  ,,,„„  „,„,,,,  .„„„,,  ,,,„  ,^,^,^^ 
UiU>  li,i  l,TU-h.Ml  all  „ii  »li„ni  llirv  r.ll,  ,11,1  |,;,^i„,,  „„  „,„„. 
lircMl  I,,  (hp  liimr  ttini-l-  IIi.hi  it  niii'lit  li.iv,.  ,1,,np  In  llip  |,i|,.- 
■  ""'•'•■  •'"  II  '■'I'll'.  Ininifliiic  ,-,11,1  Iramplin^..  i,n,|  ,-,f|.T  il 
111  H  lln."l  nm,,-.|  III..  |i|,„.k  Kpinlah,  upmi  whom  ..iir  .|..„nii..|i 
limn.'  Ili.ni-i.|\..-  fii.ni  pillii'i'  <i,l.. 

Al  Ihp  lin|,.  I,  f„||„»,.,i  i„  ,|..n.,  «M-  j„.|  ,.pl„n,ii,L.  fn,m 
.-piMkiiif  uilh  ia..MK,ll  at  Ihp  i.al..  nf  |h..  .,.,„n,l  r,.„H,  A  li|||,. 
whi  ,.  |„f,„.,.  I  ha.l  i-..|in.,|  ,.M,ai,.|,,|  fr„ni  Hi.,  li.iv..  a,„l  f..«rf„I 

il'hlin.j,  «l,.n.,„i  hi.  I ,  ,11^   ,,ia,-..  aii,|  v,p,.||,.,|  .,.v,.,.a|  „f  t|„. 

Illaik    hcTMlah    ,li,,rm...    in.lii.liiii..    111..    I,<l       Ifi    (lii-    rr.i\    h.- 

'■cY<.iv,..|  a  fiiMlM.r  injury,  a  knn.k  on  III.  I,..,. I  fn.ni  a  <ti,'k  nr 

-Urn-  ulihli  >lnnii..H  Imn  for  a  r,.«    niinnli.v   wlnTrnn  -..mi-  nf 

"Ml-  p,.opl,.  ha,l  .■arri..rl  him  nil  an. I  m.|  hi,,,  „n  ih..  i.T..iin.1  with 

ii<   l,.a,k   aL.ain.l   „n..  .,f  ||„.   p,l|a,..   .,r  u,r  -..,  ,„i,l   .-at...     ((..i,,.. 

(il'l  llial  h..  «.,-:  hurt  I  i-.in  I.,  ...p  uhal  ».,-  ih-  inall.r      KiiMlini: 

I'  my  ]ny  llial   il   »a-^  n..|liin..j  v..,-y  .pH.,,,-.  I   ua-  hnrrvini:  Ir, 

I  I"    linnl    a...a,n    « h..n    I    ln„k...l    ,ip   an.l   -au    llial    ,|..vil    Jana 

Hiarfjin,.  -Irai...|il  |.,»ar.|.  in.'.  Ih.'  IhrnnL-  nf  .,,',n...l  itipm  narlin- 

nil   I'iU'h   si.Ip  „f   him.   as   rn,iL.|i    «al..|'   ,ln..-   hifni'p  Ihp   Ip.ipin" 

Vrow  ot  a  -l..nn-(lriv.'n   ^liip.  '   ^ 

Tn  iHJj  Ih,'  Inilh.  allhniiL.h   I   was  n.'V.T  fnn.l  .,t  nnnp.-p.-^sarv 

isk-     I   r.'joipp.    at   Ih,'  -i..iil.      N.,t   pvp„  all   Ihp  Px.il.-mPnt   ot 

111  hirl.'ons  an.l  prnl,„|....,|  halM.'  ha,l  .,l,lil,','at,..1  f,'„„,  ,nv  mind 

11'   mniin?  s,.ns..„r  s  nnip  al  Ih,'  .'Vhihili.ni  whi.h  I  ha,)  mnrtp 

N»«_  lli,mshl  I  In  my-pll  will,  ,1  kin.l  ..f  .'xiiMant  Ihrili.'  now, 
•ill,;,.  I  will  wipp  ni,,|  hnlh  n,y  .li-L.,-,,, .'  an.l  von.  Thh  limp 
Ihi'i-c  .*all  hp  nn  mi.-l.,kp.  nr  if  11,..,,.  i-.  |.,|  i,  u.  „„   |,.,"' 

(In  IhiiinhTP.l  Jana.  whirliiip  Ihp  imn  halK  amoni;'i.h.'  .,>l.li^rs 
who  n,..|  to  rifrht  an  I  |..ri  l,.avin;.  „  .l,.,,,'  pa,h  hplwppn  ,„p  and 
i.m  ,.  niak,'  ,,u,l,.  s„rp  „,  n.in,-.  I.,,'  I  wa-  IrPmhlin;: 
iilll.' Willi  fall!.'!!.'  an.l  .,l,I,.'^^h,l  >ipk  f,'.,n,  Hi.' 


,,,,,,     ,    ;  ,      ■■     ,   ■■"..■  -fi-'  ff>fiiinn,.us  stirttt 

"I  hlo,idslii.,l.  I  kn.dl  down  upon  my  riL-lil  k n-in"  Ihp  nlhpr 

^is  u  prop  10  my  iPft  pI1„,w.  an.l  si,,,'..  I  .'.,.,1,1  ,i„l  niakp  ,',.rt,-^in 

,,nl.    ','    ,  M         'r';"'T  "'  ',''."  '■'""i""''l   "liiHin^'   of  ll„.  lu,0p 

plih    ,K      -.' ■  ■    "'.'"■'   ''"-'■"•""'•  ""'■  -I"-"!  -.11  I:.  Ilif  teas' 

» hcrt-  thf  throat  joins  tho  niesl      |  hnprd  Ih.it  th.-  h"<,vv  .onira 
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bullfl  would  (■illicr  Piercr  llirouKl.  \«  lli>-  v"'"  <"•/"'  ""f  "' 
the  llm  arteries  in  U>f  neck,  or  »t  l™.!  'h,.l  (he  Ireme.Mou- 
shfK-k  ot  it!"  inuwd  would  bring  hini  down  ...,,. 

At  about  twenty  ,m.-..s  I  flfd  and  hi.-.mt  J.nn  but  .-■  In  •■ 
,,ri«.t  who  w«.  filling  the  ..lli.e  "'.'"">'""'•,  f'i'-'"';^,.'''." 
\,v !  I  hit  him  in  thr  h™d,  which  was  -hiill.TPd  liki-  an  ffii 
fbeW,  so  that  he  Wl  lifeless  lo  Ih.    uround 

III  perrert  desperation  afiain  1  aimed,  and  llred  when  Jai  a  was 
1,0  more  than  thirty  feet  away.  This  ,i,„,.  Ilie  bnl  H  ■■;;;-•";- 
none  wide  to  the  left,  for  I  saw  »  chil.  IK  from  the  end  (d  the 
SaT"  broken  and  deformed  tusk,  whieh  sli.rk  out  m  that 
direction  several  fee*  clwir  ot  it.«  side. 

Then  I  gave  up  all  hope  There  was  no  time  to  vain  "'.'''' 
and  escape;  indeed  I  did  not  wish  to  d,.  -o.  who  felt  that  here 
are  some  failures  which  can  only  he  i,ti<olved  li>  d..illi  I  J»-t 
knelt  there,  waiting  for  the  ?iid. 

In  Bii  instant  the  gigantic  criv»ture  was  almost  over  m.  i 
remember  looking  up  at  it  and  thinking  in  "  'l"eer  s„r  of  u 
way-perhaps  it  wiis  some  ancestral  inemory-lhat  I  w.is  .i  itU 
,ne-liku  child  about  lo  be  slain  l.y  a  pnniMrdial  elephant,  thrice 
"s  big  as  .uiv  that  now  inhahils  the  mrtli.  Then  -";'lhi»« 
appeared  to  happen  which  I  only  repeat  to  show  how  at  such 
nmments  «b~iird  and  impossible  thing-  seem  real  to  us. 

The  reader  may  remember  the  slraniie  ,lream  which  Han-  had 

related  to  me  thai  inorniiig.  .     ,        ,  ..         ... 

One  incident  ol  this  phantasy  „a-  lliat  he  had  met  the  spin 

of  the  Zulu  ladv  Mam a.  whom  I  knew  in  bygone  years    and 

that  she  bade  liim  tell  me  she  would  be  with  me  in  the  batlL; 
and  that  I  was  l„  look  lor  her  when  dealh  dr.'w  nwir  to  me  and 
••  Jaiia  thundered  on,'  for  llieii  pcTchance  I  should  see  her. 

Well  no  doubt  in  some  lightniiiL.  Hash  of  thont'ht  the  memory 
nf  llHW.  words  occurred  lo  me  at  this  iiinclure  with  he 
ndicniuous  resnlt  that  my  subjeclive  intelligeme.  if  that  he  the 
right  term,  actually  created  the  m  ene  which  they  described  .\- 
dearlv  or  perhaps  more  cletirly  than  ever  I  s«w  ainlhing  else 
in  mv  life  I  appeared  to  behold  the  heaulifnl  Maniecna  in  tier 
f„r  cioak  and  her  blue  beads,  .landing  belvNcn  .ana  and  riiyscdl 
with  he  arms  folded  upon  her  breast  and  looWi'i?  e>;aclly  a- 
she  dill  I  1  Ihe  Ircmendous  moment  of  her  death  hetore  hiii 
Pan.la  I  even  noted  how  the  faint  bree/.e  stirred  a  loose  pii,I 
of  her  outs,,read  hair  and  how  the  sunlight  caught  a  partnula. 
■joint  of  a  copper  bangle  on  her  upper  arm 

*^  So  she  stooli.  or  rather  seemed  lo  st^'iid,  .,mlr  --lill;  :.nd  ms  ,. 
hapi>encd.  at  that  moment  the  giant  Jana,  either  b.M.,use  .nn.. 
thing  had  frightened  tiim.  or  perhaps  owing  to  the  shock  of  n 
bullet  striking  on  hi*  lu-k  having  'avred  Ihe  luiun.  suddenl. 
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pull.'d  tip.  "liding  nlon«  n  lillle  witli  nil  ni?  four  trH  ln'.'..i}|,.r 
111!  I  IlioiiglU  111  «;i.  finwu  to  «il  (louii  lik"  A  r'f'crniinR 
il.'lihiiiil  Ihrii  il  .nppr  ir.'il  to  mt  n«  llimiah  Mamediw  turnert 
i-oiinrt  very  .«lo«l.v,  bint  lownrds  nic,  «hi«p(!rinK  something 
which  I  could  not  hour  iilthnngh  lipr  lip-  iiin^.rl.  lookcl  ,-.t  dip 
sweetly  «illi  tho-c  wnnd.Tdil  i')p»  of  h  r-  ■,mi\  vanished  awiiv 
A  frix  lion  of  »  pcctimi  latir  iill  this  vi«inn  h;id  now  and  somi"- 
thing  Ihul  was  ni>  vi-ion  look  it*  plac.'  Jam  hnd  rfcovrrH 
himself  and  was  /it  me  again  with  (ipcn  mouth  and  lifted  trunk 
I  heard  a  Diitrh  ciirM-  and  saw  a  little  vcllow  fiirn;  saw  llan>< 
for  it  \^a^  he  thrii-t  the  haiT>  I-  of  ni">  sciiiid  elephant  rille 
:dmii-t  iiilii  that  red  cave  of  a  month,  which  however  the\  could 
not  iT.ii  li.  and  lire,  lii-t  one  harrcl,  then  the  ntlur 

AnotloT  inomeni,  and  the  niifhtv  trunk  h,id  wrapped  il.«elf 
ihciil  llj.ii.J  ami  hnrleil  liim  tliront'ti'the  air  li.  fall  on  to  hi<  head 
and  arms  tliirty  or  (nrli   (eel  away,  , 

J.oia  -lagsered  a-  IhoULdi  he  too  were  aliont  to  fall  recovered 
liim^elf.  swerved  to  the  liulil  perhaps  lo  fnll„w  Hans,  sinmbh'il 
on  a  f.•^^  paces,  nii-ini:  me  il|..i.'.'tlii'r.  Hon  auain  came  to  a 
-tand-till,  1  vvrii-'L-led  myself  rooii.!  and,  s,m|,.,|  i,„  the  p.ive- 
ment  of  Ihe  cimrt.  w.iIiIutI  what  (ollnwcl.  and  td.cd  am  I  that 
I  w;is;,|,le  to  do  -o,  f,ir  nevi'r  sludl  I  hehidd  siicli  another  scene 
l-irst  1  saw  Hagiiall  run  nii  witli  a  rille  a,  d  hre  two  barrel- 
at  the  hrnte's  bead  id  which  he  took  no  notice  whatsoever 
Then  I  saw  bis  wif...  wtio  in  tin-  land  w,i-  known  as  the 
l.uardian  of  tlie  Child,  issuinu  from  the  port.ijs  of  the  secoinl 
courl.  ihpssed  in  her  goiMe.s  i-,,l.e-,  wearing  the  I'ap  of  bird- 
leathers,  attended  by  the  two  prie-tes-es  also  dressed  as 
fodde^ses  as  we  Inol  s,.,.n  her  on  tie'  morniiiL'  of  «acrilii'e  and 
bidding  in  front  of  her  the  staliie  „f  the  lvor\  Child 

On  she  came  ipiile  ijiiieilN ,  her  wide,  empty  eves  fixed  upon  Juna 
As  she  advanced  the  moii^l.-r  si-enied  to  umw  nneasv.  Turnini; 
bis  bead,  he  lifted  his  trunk  and  IbnisI  it  .aloiif!  his  hack  until  it 
,i-'rip|ied  the  ankle  of  the  kiin;  Sioilia.  wtm  all  this  wlide  wa- 
-ealed  tbwe  in  bis  chair  niikiiii:   no  nmvi'nienl 

With  a  slow,  -lead.,  jiull  he  dragged  .■siml.a  from  ibe  chair  -.. 
Iliat  lie  fell  upon  the  ground  near  hi?  left  foreleg      .Ne«t  verv 

' poseillv  he  wound  hi-  trunk  about  the  bodv  of  tiie  lielple-'- 

iicoi.  who-c  liorrified  eyes  I  can  -ee  to  n,]-  dav.  ,ind  hecan  I" 
uhirl  him  round  and  round  in  the  air.  i;enth  at  lir-l  but  will. 
■  motion  that  grew  ever  more  rapid,  until  Ibe  briBbl  .-bains  on 
H.e  victim's  breast  fla-hcl  in  tlie  -iinligbl  like  a  silver  wheel 
'Uieu  he  burled  him  to  tic  cronn.l,  w  Icre  the  poor  king  lav  ;. 
la.Te  sbattere.l  pulp  that   bail  been  biimin 

Now  the  priestess  was  slandini;  in  front  of  the  lieastaoil 
i:.  areiilly  ijuit:^  witboiil  fear  liiunph  her  two  atlendnnts  hn.l 
I  dien    back      Miignal'   s|,r,,iiv   foruard   ai    liinngh   to   .Irog  her 
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im„\  (Mil  ii  iln"Mi  RMTi  l.';,|,l  mi  l.i  liin)  mhI  li-ld  him  fii-l  r-ilhcr 
In  >;n.-  Iii-  lid-  IT  f"r  -"ill''  -i'' n'l  pm-imi  if  Ihcir  "«  n  « Imli  • 

''''j,L''im.k'|'l  .ImMi  "I  liiT  ^i..il.-h.'  li."knl  iM.  ui  Ji.rm  Thi't,  hi' 
.rn'ami-'l  furi..n>l>    iinil.  sh..  tint-  mil   hi-  liiink    -  '•■•"'••"•''  ♦'" 

hnrv  Chilli  frmn  In  r  hMiirt-,  "liiil-il  H  < "I  ■!'  I'"  ""'  "'"'^'''' 

SimKi  iiMil  li  lii>l  il'i-li-il  il  I"  •'"•  ■'"'"■  I'l^''"'""'  :''  '"■  ''^"' 
,l.i-hi'il  SimlKi,  <ii  Ih^il  il-  -iili-lan.iv  ui"«h  linllli-  in  lh<'  |«>s.k.' 
m  Ih.   iiBi-.  >hJilli'n'il  inlii  li'ii  IlimiHUiil  frifiin-ni- 

M    Ihi-    -i'-Mil   :i   unvil    uroiiri   «i'nl    iip  (r Hn'   "'I'H   i'     ""; 

Whili'  hi'iiil.ili.  Ihi'  "onii'ii  (lri-«i'il  ;i-  umlilf-o^  shrii'ki'il  iiii'l 
Inrc  Ihnr  ml"-,  ami  Ihiiill,  «ho  slim.l  iinir.  Ml  iln« Ill 

"'otm''  mmv  Jiiiui  s.TiMiiinl.  Thi'ii  'l""lv  hi'  kn.'ll  ilo«ii  Ii-hI 
W,.  Inmk.iiKl  Ih.  .I.llmr,.  nnl-il  \yM<  111-11  111"  i.;r.ni".l  thim'. 
„-  Ihmiah  hi-  u.n-  nMkiiiL.  nh.'i-nnii-  to  Ihr  ly.nhtnl  |.n.-l.'---- 
»hn  -Innd  hfliiri'  him,  -liiNTi'il  thnmnhi'iil  hi-  nML-hl>  hulk, 
mid  rolli'il  iiviT  -iliMil ! 

Th-  lipliliM!:  I'l'H^cil  Thi'  llli.ik  Kp.i.bh.  "Iiii  'ill  Ihi-  whilP 
hnil  hrnii  ,.r..<-inn  iiili.  Ilii'  ninrl  "(  Hi''  I'"'!'!';.  -1"  m''!  -  ""'' 
-liihi.li.M].  It  WHS  ;l^  Ihou^'li  in  Ihi'  pn-'inf  "  .''m;"I-.  I"  H"'"' 
i-n  prpmiiinl  iind  tiTrilih'  nnii  iniilil  no  Imivr  htl  llu'ir  -wonl- 

'"  a'mmi-i.  i-Mlpd  :  ■■  Till-  voil  i-  MimiI  '■     Tin;  kin.:  i-  ilr-:iil !  .  -I';"'! 

h.is  shiin  Simhii  ;in.l  h.i-  hini-i'U  l.n.'n  ^hlm  I     HimI  f-ml  k  Ih. 

Chil-r   >hill    i^   Ih-   MiMi.l   nf  Jiuiiil      FIv.    I'lnph'   0.1   H"'   M^"-\ 

■     Hy,  fur  Ih''  (!(k1s  iin-  doail  iind  >mir  hmi]  1-  ii  lunn  m 

sidi'  was  thi-  wail  I'.hi.cd  "  I'In.  I'l'nplc  ot  Ihi' 
Hi     ,    '.         .1,  for  till' Kod^  iiri"  di'ad!  " 

•,l„.v  tiirn.'d:  Itn'V  -pi'd  away  lik.'  shallow-,  I'arryiiiL-  thi^ir 
woiindid  with  tlii-ni',  nor  did  any  atl.'ini.l  to  ^lay  Ihi'm      Thirty 

Miin -  V.li'i-.  .av.  for  -on..'  d..s|„.ral..ly  hnrt  ov  dxiiiu.  '"'"_""' 

,,(  |l„.m  WHS  l.'f.l   in  tin'  Icmpli-  or  Hi.'  pa-^-  hfyoiid,     Thi-> 

had  all  aoiii'.  loa\ini.'  i.i Iml  thr  dead  Ivdiiml  them. 

The  lit'lil  was  finUhoil.  Thr  HshI  that  had  -■cniod  lort  whs 
won ! 

1  rtracppd  nivscK  from  the  ground,  ,\s  1  pain^l  my  toltcriiip 
fe.t  for  now  tjiat  all  was  ovor  I  foil  as  if  1  wore  mado  of  rimnin'r 
water  1  saw  tho  mnn  who  hold  Kasnall  loo-o  tho  r  ijn|.  of  liini 
Ho  snrinp  to  whoro  his  wifo  was  and  stood  hotoro  lior  as  thonph 
ronfuso,!,  niinh  as  Jana  had  stood  Jana  u^aini-t  whos,.  ho«d  ho 
resiP.l  his  htt  hand  holdinB  to  Iho  bnile  >■  inganlio  lU'k.  'or 
J  {^i^,.  „,,,|  i„.  ,,1=0  wao  woik  with  toil,  termr  loss  ot  blooil 
und  emotion. 
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I.UIM,        111'    iMSpHll       '   LlllWI  '■   " 

LmniiiL'  uii  111'-  -liiiiilil>-r  lit  .1  Ki'iiilali  in.iii.  I  cl|i'»  iiinnr  In 
'I'l'  wliil  |i.i--'il  liiiwi'i'ii  llii'iii  for  my  iiirio^il>  AiTruin-  iu> 
luililni'--       Km-    ipiil''    .1    Imi^'    wliili>    -In-    -liiii'i     n\    him.    till 

>lllll|lMll>     IliT   I'll-    liiLMII    111   1  h.llll'i         II     ».l-     '      IllilUtll    .1    -iiul 

wiTr  .ifi-i.iK  ill  lli'ii-  i'iii|ilirii--  .1-  till-  iiii'im  in-i'-  in  Itu'  i|iiii'l 
lAi'iiiiij!   ■!»*.  ^'isinu  llii'lii   li^■hl  .'ill  lili-.     At    liiiulh  -In'  .|iiiki> 

ill  .1  -IdW.'lii-iliiliii).'  Miiii',   III''   I -  ii(   "liiili   I   iiiiii'iiiliiri'il 

\\f\l  I'liiiliull,   «,i.vili>!  : 

■Oh:  (ii'oi'L'iv  Itiiil  ilfi'iulfiil  I. lull'.  ii''!  -Ii"  |M)iiili'.J  III  thi' 
iliM.I  il"|.hiiiil.  •  hi'  killi'ij  mil  li.iliy.  1.1.1. k  ill  il  :  l.n.ik  .it  ii  : 
Wi'  lllll-l  111'  I'M  l'\  IlillK  111  "i.  Il  iillli'l'  .li)V\.  ili'ir  I-  "I'  rti'l'i' 
ln'fiU'i'  il  iiillli'-  lllilr'^  liliil  -'11.1-   II-  .il'iitlli'l' 

Thi'ii  -hi'  liiir-l  iiilii  11  nuiiil  I'l'  ui'i'imiL'   iiid  fill  iiilu  hi-  iii'iii-. 

iiflKf  «hiih  1  lui'iii'il  ii«.i>      Sii.  Ill  thi'ii'  hill r  I"    il  -.liil.  .liil 

Ihi-  Ki'iiiliih,  li'iviiiii  llii'  |iiiii'  iiKiiii'  hi'liiiiil  III'    liiilk  nl  ili'iul  Juiiu 

lli'i'i'  1  iii.u  -lull'  Umi  Ihiiitr^  (ir-l.  Ih.il  l.iiily  IIiihiniII.  »hii-i' 
lnHlii>  lii'.ilih  luiil  iiiiiiiiin'il  |ii'i'fr.  I  Mii'iiii^'hiiiit.  "iilin'h 
I'l'iiivi'ii'il  hi'i'  ri'i-iiii  Iniiii  lli:il  inuiii'iil       II   ».i-  .i-   lliiiii!.'li  mi 

Ihc -hulli'iiii'-'  lit  Ihi'  lM'r>   i;hilil  -mill'  -pi'll  liml  1 11  lifli'i)  iilt 

hiT.      Whil    Ihi-    -I'l'll    IIMV    h:n"   1 11    1    I luili'    uniihli'   In 

i'V|iliiiii,  liiil  I  lu'i'-iinii'  Ih.il  ill  ;i  iliiii  mi'l  iiiikiinuM  «.iy  ^lii' 
iDiiiii'i  l.'il  Ihi-  I'HiL'v  uilh  hi-r  ll^>  ■  lii-l  iiil.inl  .mil  lli;ii  vvliih' 
■.111'  hi'!  I  ami  I'liili'il  il  lii'i'  iiili'lli'i'l  I'l'iiiMiMi'il  ill  iilii'vaiiri'.  If 
-11.  -Ill'  iiiii-l  iil-11  liiiM'  riiiiiii'il"il  il-  ili'-lriii  linn  with  llii'  ili'iilh 
lit  hiT  null  1  liihl   whiili,   -l^lll^'l'^    .'iimit.'li.   il   will   In-   ii'iiirm- 

ticri'J.  ^^il^  liki'«i-i-  killi'il  li\  li'iili.iiil       Thi'  lir-l  ili'.uh  thai 

oiTiH'i'i'il  ill  h'T  pi'i'-i'iiri'  liidk  away  Iht  I'l'.ismi.  Ihi'  mtdihI 
si'cnjiii).'  ili'alh.  wiiii'h  al-ii  oriiirrfil  in  ln'r  pi'i^ii'iin'.  hruiiifhl  il 
liai'k  uKuiM ' 

SHi'Oiiilly.  fi'oui  Ihi'  imirui'iil  nf  Ihi'  di'-liiu  linii  iif  lu'i-  hny  in 
Ihc  streolsiif  Ihi'  Kiiffli-h  luimtiy  towii  In  thai  i.f  Ihi'  -liattiTinp 
lit  the  Ivury  l^hilil  in  (li'iilral  Afiii.i  hi'i-  iiii'iiiDi'v  «a-  in  iiUi'r 
blank,  with  nni'  I'Mriiliuii,  This  r\ii'|.liiiii  «ai  a  dri'am  uhii'.h 
a  fpw  days  lali'r  shi'  narr.ili'il  tn  Kauii.ill  in  my  pri'si'nii'  That 
ilreani  was  thai  shi'  hail  -I'l-ii  him  anil  SaviiL-.'  -li't'piiiK  lipulhiT 
ill  a  luitiyi'  Inniso  oiu'  iiiL'hl.  In  \ii'\v  nf  .1  ri'i'taiii  inrlili'ril 
ifcordPil  in  this  hislivry  I  Iwivi'  thi'  I'.'ailcr  In  draw  his  own 
ninrhisioiis  as  tn  this  riiiiniis  ini'idi'nl.  I  liaM'  noiu'  tn  nfler, 
iir  if  I  have  I  [irpfcr  lo  ki'i'p  thi'm  In  mysi'lf 

Leaving  na;.'nall  and  hi~  wifi',  I  -last^i'i'i'd  nil  In  liK.k  fnr  Huns 
'.nd  found  hin,  lyinj;  si'nsidi'-s  near  llic  iioilh  wall  nl  thi'  li'niidc 
Kviiknlly  he  w.is  hi  ynnd  human  hi'lp.  fnr  J.mii  ■.a'cnii'd  lo  havp 
vn^liotl  most  nf  his  ribs  in  his  iron  trunk.  \Vi'  rarrii'd  him  lo 
one  of  Ihe  priest's  i-cll-  and  Ihrri'  I  watihi-d  him  till  thi'  I'lid, 
whii'li  i.inii'  at  -iindowii 
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Hefore  he  died  he  became  guitc  oonscioue  and  tnlked  with  me 
.1  Bood  deal. 

"Don't  grieve  iihout  missing  Juiia,  liaas.  "  he  said,  "lor  it 
wnsn't  yoif  who  missed  him  but  some  devil  that  turned  your 
bullets.  Vou  see,  Hans,  he  was  hewilrhed  apainst  .you  white 
men.  When  you  look  at  him  closely  yon  will  find  that  the 
Lord  Igtza  missed  him  also  "  (strange  a?  it  may  seem,  tliis 
proved  to  be  the  case,),  "  and  when  you  managed  to  hit  the  ti|) 
of  lus  tusk  with  the  last  ball  the  magic  was  wearing  off  hini, 
that's  all.  But,  Baas,  those  Black  Kendal)  wizards  forgot  to 
bewtteh  liim  against  the  little  yellow  man,  of  whom  they  took 
no  account.  So  I  hit  him  sure  enough  every  time  I  flred  at  tiirn, 
and  I  hope  he  liked  the  taste  of  my  bullets  in  that  great  mouth 
ot  his.  He  knew  who  had  sent  them  there  very  well.  That's 
whv  he  left  vou  alone  and  made  for  me,  as  I  had  hoped  he 
would.  Oh !  Baas,  1  die  happy,  quite  happy  since  I  have  killed 
Jana  and  he  caught  me  and  not  you,  me  who  was  nearly  finished 
anyhow.  For,  Baas,  though  I  didn't  say  anything  about  it,  a 
llirown  spear  struck  my  groin  when  I  went  down  among  the 
m.ick  Kendah  this  mdj-'ning.  It  was  only  a  small  cut,  which 
hied  little,  but  as  the  fighting  went  on  something  gave  way  and 
my  inside  began  lo  come  through  it,  though  I  tied  it  up  with  a 
hit  of  cloth,  which  of  course  means  death  in  a  day  or  two." 
(Subsequent  examination  showed  me  that  Han's  story  of  this 
wound  was  perfectly  true.  He  could  not  have  lived  for  very 
loiig.l 

"  Baas,"  he  went  on  after  a  pause,  "  no  doubt  I  shall  meet 
that  Zulu  lady  Mameena  to-night.  Tell  me,  is  she  really  entitled 
to  the  royal  salute?  Because  if  not,  when  I  am  as  much  a  spook 
as  she  is  1  will  not  give  it  to  her  again.  She  never  gave  me 
my  titles,  which  are  good  ones  in  their  way,  so  why  should  I 
give  her  the  Bai/He,  unless  it  is  hers  by  right  of  blood,  although 
I  am  onlv  a  little  '  yellow  dog  '  as  she  chose  to  call  me?  " 

As  this  ridiculous  point  seemed  to  weigh  upon  his  mind  I  told 
him  that  Mameena  was  not  even  of  royal  blood  and  in  no  wise 
entitled  to  the  salute  of  kings. 

"  Ah !  "  he  faid  with  B  feeble  grin,  "  then  now  I  shall  know- 
how  to  deal  with  her,  especially  as  she  cannot  pretend  that  I 
did  not  play  my  part  in  the  battle,  as  she  bade  me  do.  Did  you 
see  anvthinit  of  her  wL,™  Jana  charged.  Baas,  because  I  thought 
I  did?" 

"  I  seemed  to  see  something,  but  no  doubt  it  was  only  a 
fancv." 

"  A  fancv  ?  Kxplain  to  me.  Baas,  where  truths  end  and 
fancies  begin  and  whether  what  we  think  are  fancies  are  not 
sometimes  the  real  truths.  Onoc  or  twice  I  have  thought  so  of 
late,  Baas." 
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I  coiilJ  nnl  iiiis«<T  this  liddlp.  <"  ill^lellll  I  (jav  him  .-onio 
wntor  which  he  asked  for.  and  he  ronliniiPd  : 

"  Baas,  havp  you  any  mossaitp  for  the  two  Shining!  flnc>,  for 
hp.r  whofe  namo  is  holy  and  hnr  sister,  and  (or  the  rhilil  of  hor 
whose  iiomp  is  holy,  Ihp  Missip  Marip.  and  for  vonr  rpvprpml 
father.  Ihe  I'fpdika'nl?  I(  so.  Ipll  il  (|ni(kly  lipforp  my  head 
prows  too  cnijity  to  hold  Ihp  words.' 

I  will  ronfp^s.  hiiwPN IT  foolish  il  may.  secni.  that  I  eavp  him 
certain  niPssafrps.  hut  what  they  wprp  I  shall  not  write  down. 
Let  them  remain  spitcI  helwppn  mc  and  him  Yes.  hetween  niP 
and  him  and  fu'rh.ips  those  to  whom  they  werc>  to  he  delivered. 
For  after  all,  in  his  own  words,  who  ran  kiiow  exa<tly  where 
fancies  end  and  troths  hepin.  and  whether  at  times  fancies  are 
not  the  verilahle  truths  in  this  universal  nn>tcry  of  which  the 
individual  life  of  each  of  us  is  so  small  a  pari!" 

Hans  repeated  what  I  had  sjioken  to  him  won!  for  H(ird,  as  a 
native  does,  repeated  it  twice  ovr.  after  which  lie  -aid  he  knew 
it  by  heart  and  remained  silent  for  a  lonz  while.  Tlien  he  asked 
me  to  lift  him  up  in  Ihe  doorway  of  the  cidl  so  lliat  he  miphl 
look  at  Ihe  sun  settin.c  for  Ihe  last  time.  "  for,  Raas,"  he  added. 
"  I  think  1  am  going  far  heyond  the  sun    " 

He  stared  at  it  for  a  while,  remarkinp  that  from  Ihe  look  of 
the  sky  there  should  he  tine  weather  cominp.  '  which  will  he 
good  for  your  journey  towards  the  Black  Water.  Haas,  with  all 
that  ivory  to  carry." 

I  answered  that  perhaps  I  should  never  gel  the  ivorv  from 
the  graveyard  of  the  elephants,  as  the  Black  Kendah  might 
prevent  this. 

"  No.  no.  Baas."  he  replied.  "  now  that  Jan^  is  dead  the  Black 
Kendah  will  go  e.way.     I  know  it,  I  know  it '.  " 

Then  he  wardered  for  a  space,  speaking  of  sundrv  adventures 
n;e  had  shared  together,  till  quite  hefore  the  last  indeed,  when 
his  mind  returned  to  him. 

"  Baas,"  he  said.  "  did  not  the  captain  Mavovo  name  me 
Light-in-Darkness,  and  is  not  that  my  name?  When  vou  too 
enter  the  Darknefs,  look  for  that  I.iglit;  it  will  be  shining  very 
dose  to  you." 

He  only  spoke  once  miye.     His  words  were- 

■'  Baas"  I  understand  now  what  your  reverend  father.  Ihe 
Predikant.  meant  when  he  spoke  io  me  ahoiit  Love  last  night. 
It  had  nothing  to  do  with  women.  Baa-,  at  least  not  much  It 
was  something  a  great  deal  b'gger.  Baas,  something  as  big  as 
what  1  feel  (or  you  !  " 

Then  Hans  died  with  a  smile  on  his  wrinkled  f-cce. 

I  wept ! 


CIIAPTEK   XXI 
llOMFAVAItliS 


There  is  not  minh  more  lo  write  of  tliis  exppililioii,  or  if  tliat 
lUitoniPiil  1)1'  mit  «tii('lly  true,  not  much  nice  thiit  I  wisli  to 
write,  llioii^li  I  liii\e  no  iluiilit  tliat  Rugnull.  if  lie  had  u  uiiid 
ttiat  way.  etmtd  make  a  very  ijuuil  and  valuable  l»ook  eoncerniiifr 
many  nialters  on  vvliicli,  confining  ^ly^t'lt  lo  the  iiistory  ol  our 
adve'iiluie,  I  have  starwly  toueheil  All  the  allinilies  between 
Ibis  Central  African  worship  of  I  he  lleaveiily  l^hild  and  its 
(iuardian  and  that  of  Horns  and  Isis  in  Kgypt  fruiu  ubich  it  was 
nndoubtedly  descended,  for  instance.  .\lso  the  part  which  the 
.ereat  serpent  playwl  llierein.  as  it  may  be  seen  playing  a  part 
in  every  tomh  upon  the  Nile,  and  indeed  plays  a  part  in  our 
own  and  other  reli(iioiis.  Further,  our  journey  aiross  llip 
desert  to  the  Red  Sea  was  very  inlercstin;-'.  liut  I  am  tired  of 
describing  journeys — and  of  making  them. 

The  truth  is  that  after  the  death  of  Hans,  like  to  Queen  Sheba 
when  .slie  had  surveyed  the  wonders  of  Solomon's  court,  there 
vN'as  no  more  spirit  in  me.  For  quite  a  long  while  I  did  not 
seem  to  care  at  all  what  hap[iened  to  me  or  lo  anybody  else. 
We  buried  him  ill  a  plaie  of  honour,  exactly  where  he  shot  Jaua 
hefcwe  the  gateway  of  tlie  second  i'oiirt.  and  when  the  earth 
was  thpovvii  over  liis  little  yellow  face  I  fell  its  though  half  my 
past  had  departed  with  bim  into  that  bole.  Poor  drunken  olil 
llanp.  where  in  the  world  shall  1  find  such  another  man  as  you 
were?  Where  in  the  world  shall  I  Hiid  so  niuch  love  us  filled 
the  cup  0|f  that  strange  heart  of  yours:' 

1  dare  say  it  is  a  form  of  selfishness,  hut  what  every  man 
desires  is  something  that  cares  for  him  alone,  which  is  just  why 
we  are  so  fond  of  dogs.  .Now  Hans  was  a  dog  with  a  human 
brain  and  he  cared  for  me  alone.  Often  our  vanity  makes  us 
think  that  this  has  happened  lo  some  of  us  in  the  instance  of 
one  or  more  women.  But  honest  and  (|uiet  lellection  may  well 
cause  us  to  doubt  the  truth  of  such  supposings.  The  woman 
who  as  we  believed  adored  ns  solely  has  prob.'ibly  in  the  course 
of  her  career  adored  others,  or  at  any  rate  other  thing.s. 

To  take  but  one  instance,  that  of  Mameena.  the  Zulu  lady 
Hi 
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whom  Uanf  thouRhl  ln'  ^.iw  in  Ih.'  SIhmIij.  siir,  I  liplipvf,  ilid 
mr  Ihp  honour  to  hf  miv  foiuj  of  me,  hut  1  am  ninviiKifl  th.if 
shn  Wiis  fondor  r-lill  (i[  hi-i'  ainhitiou.  >ow  Ilati^  ni-vrr  r.irnd 
for  any  livinji  rrwitnrf.  or  for  any  human  ho|>i'  or  ohji'vl,  a<  hi^ 
cared  for  mo.  Thorc  was  no  man  or  woman  whom  hf  wonld 
not  have  i-hi',itccl.  or  I'Vfii  niurdtTi-it  for  mv  sake  Thfro  waf 
no  PHrlhly  advantat-f.  tiowii  (o  thai  of  lifp  \\<r\\.  tliat  hi-  would 
not,  and  in  thr  end  did  not  fcirnj;o  fur  my  sai,i';  wilnpss  the  rasi- 
of  his  littJi'  forluni'  whiih  hf  in\i'stod  in  my  rotlrn  pnld  mine 
and  thoupht  nothin;;  of  losinp— tor  my  sake. 

That  is  love  in  cj-rehif.  and  thr  man  who  lia-  surcoi'dnd  in 
inspiring  il  in  any  crontiu",  ivpti  in  a  low,  bihnlon-.  ohi 
IMtontol.  may  fppj  proud  indecil,  .\t  least  I  am  prond  and  as 
Ih  ywars  l-o  by  thp  f>ridp  incrpjusps,  ,is  Ihi'  hopp  (rrows  that 
sompwhpro  in  tlip  quiot  of  fh,il  f:real  plain  whiih  he  saw  in  his 
drpani,  I  may  lind  Ihp  liohl  of  Hans  Iovp  hnrninf;  likp  a  hpuion 
in  Ihp  darknp,ss,  as  he  proniispd  I  should  do,  and  thai  it  mav 
pnidp  and  warm  my  shivprinfi,  iipw-horn  soul  hiforp  1  darp  Ihp 
advpnturp  of  thp  Infinitp. 

Me«ii\vhi|p,  sinip  Ihp  -uhlimp  and  thp  ridicnlon-  arc  so  vprv 
npar  akin,  1  oftpn  wondpr  how  lip  and  Manippna  sptllpd  that 
qiipstion  of  hor  rijiht  t(i  Ihi'  royal  salute  IVrhaps  I  shall  learn 
OOP  day— liidppd  alrpady  I  have  had  a  hitd  of  it.  If  so,  pvp.n  in 
thp  hlazp  of  a  opw  and  univorsal  Truth,  1  am  cprtain  that  thplr 
stories  will  differ  widply. 

Hans  was  quite  ripht  about  the  HIark  Kendah  They  rleared 
ont,  prolwbly  in  sparrh  of  food,  w  hero  to  I  do  not  know  and 
I  do  not  carp,  thoueh  whether  this  were  a  temporarv  or  per- 
manent move  upon  their  part  remains,  and  so  far  at*  I  ,ira 
poncerned  is  likely  to  reni'iin,  vpilpd  in  ohspuritv.  They  were 
UTenl.  blackpnards.  thoujh  extraordinarily  finp  soldiers,  and  what 
became  of  them  is  a  matter  of  ( omplele  indifferPDce  to  rap.  One 
thuiR  is  certain,  howevir.  .i  very  larpe  penenljigp  of  thera  never 
migrated  at  all,  for  sonictbinp  over  three  thousand  of  their 
bodies  did  our  people  have  to  hurv  in  the  pass  and  about  the 
temple,  a  purpose  tor  which  all  ttip  pits  and  trpnrhps  we  had 
dug  camp  ill  vpry  useful.  Our  loss,  by  the  wav,  was  five 
hundred  and  three,  inelndinp  those  who  died  of  wounds.  It  was 
a  great  flght  and.  exeept  for  those  who  piirishiKl  in  the  pitfalls 
during  the  first  rush,  ,ill  praetically  band  to  hand. 

Jana  we  intprred  wherp  he  fell  bepause  we  could  not  move 
him,  within  a  few  feet  of  the  bodv  of  his  slaver  Hanp.  I  have 
nlway,s  regretted  that  I  did  not  take  the  cxapl'  raeasurements  of 
thi.s  brute,  as  I  believe  the  record  elephant  of  the  world,  hut 
I  had  no  time  to  do  so  and  no  rule  or  tape  at  hand.  [  onlv  saw- 
him  for  a  minute  on  the  following  morning,   just  as  he  was 
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being  tumbled  into  a  hnje  hole,  togetlier  with  the  icmains  of 
his  master,  Simlw  tli«  King.  I  found,  however,  that  the  sole 
wounds  upon  him,  ?Hve  some  rnts  and  soratrhes  from  spears, 
were  those  inllicled  by  Hans— namely,  the  loss  of  one  eye,  the 
puncture  through  the  skin  omt  the  heart  made  when  lie  shot  at 
him  for  the  second  lime  with  the  little  rille  Intombi.  and  two 
neat  holes  at  the  hai?k  of  the  mouth  through  wliich  the  bullets 
from  the  elephant  fiun  hod  driven  upwards  to  the  base  of  the 
brain,  oinising  his  death  from  hwmorrhage  on  that  organ. 

I  asked  the  Whil"  Kendah  to  give  nie  his  two  e.iormous  tusks, 
unequalled.  I  suppose,  in  siie  and  weigiil  in  Africa,  although 
one  was  deformed  and  broken,  lint  thev  refused.  These,  I 
presuji"',  they  w  i-^lied  to  keefi.  together  with  the  chains  off  his 
breast  and  trunk,  as  niemcnloe:  of  their  viclorv  over  the  pod 
of  tlipir  foes.  .\[  any  rate  they  hewed  Ihe  former  out  with 
axes  and  removed  the  latter  bctorc  tumtiling  the  carcass  into  the 
Krave.  From  the  wurn-dcuvn  ^lale  of  thf  teeth  I  concluded  that 
this  beast  mu~l  have  been  extraordinarily  old,  how  obi  it  is 
impossilile'to  say. 

That  is  all  I  have  to  lell  of  Jana.  May  be  rest  in  peace,  which 
certainly  he  will  not  do  if  ll.iiis  dwells  anywhere  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood, in  the  rceioM  which  the  old  boy  used  to  call  that  of 
the  "  tires  th.il  do  nut  pi>  out."  fiecause  of  my  horrible  failure 
in  conmclion  with  tliis  tieast.  Ihe  very  nieniorv  of  which 
humiliates  m^  to  llii-  hour,  I  do  not  like  lo  think  of  it  more 
tlian  I  I  an  help. 

For  Ihe  rcsi  |he  While  Kendall  kept  failh  with  us  in  every 
particular,  in  a  cmions  and  -Hiiji-ri'lif!iiiiis  icivmonv,  at  wliicii 
I  was  not  presHiil.  I,aiK  Ragiiall  was  absolved  from  her  liiirb 
office  of  (juardian  or  .Nurse  to  a  (!od  when'of  the  sviubol  no 
longer  existed,  though  f  believe  that  the  priests  collected  the 
liny  fragments  of  ivory,  or  as  many  of  them  as  could  be  found, 
and  preserved  I  hem  in  a  jar  in  the  sanctuiry.  .\fliT  this  hait 
tieen  done  women  stripped  the  Nurse  of  her  hallowed  nihes,  of 
the  ancient  origin  of  which,  liy  the  way.  1  believe  that  none 
of  them,  except  perhaps  Harftt.  had  any  idea,  anv  more  thoT. 
they  knew  that  the  Child  represented  the  Egyptian  Horns  an.l 
his  lady  Otiardian  the  moon-goddess  Isis.  Then,  dressed  in  soni. 
native  garments,  she  was  h.andi-d  over  to  Ragnall  and  thencefortli 
treated  as  a  stranger-guest,  like  ourselves.  beiiiK  allowed,  how- 
ever, to  live  with  her  husband  in  the  same  house  that  she  hai! 
occupied  during  all  Ihe  period  of  her  strange  captivity.  Urn- 
lh°y  abode  together,  lost  in  the  mntunl  bliss  of  tliis  wonderf-i' 
reunion  to  which  tliey  bad  attained  through  so  much  hodilv  an.: 
sriiritnal  darkness  and  misery,  until  a  month  or  so  later  w- 
-tarted  upon  oiir  joiiniev  iii-i'iiss  the  moiinlaiii-  and  the  jr-.i 
desert  that  lay  beyond  them. 
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Only  one*  did  I  find  anv  renl  onnnrtiinilv  of  private 
conversation  with  Lndy  Kasniii]. 

This  liiipiienpd  after  her"  luisliand  liad  rn  rivcred  from  tlie 
hurls  he  rereived  in  llir  balllc,  uri  an  uii-ni^iiiii  wlu-n  lie  was 
obli);e(l  lo  separate  from  her  fur  a  dav  in  i.rder  to  allend  to  -^ome 
DMtter  in  the  Town  of  the  Child.  I  lliiiik  it  hail  to  do  with  the 
rillps  n.-ed  in  the  battle,  which  he  hail  presented  to  the  White 
Kendah  !<o,  leaving  me  lo  look  aflc^r  her,  he  wrnl.  nnwillinglv 
cnoufih.  who  seemed  to  hate  lo-ii n  sight  of  his  wife  exen  for  aii 
hour. 

I  took  her  for  a  walk  in  the  wood,  to  Ihat  very  point  indeed 
on  tVe  lip  of  the  irater  wheme  we  hail  walihei'l  her  plav  Imt 
purt  as  pnestess  at  the  Feast  of  the  Kii-lfrui|s  .\f|,T  v\e  had 
stood  there  a  whili'  we  went  down  among  the  l-iciI  ledars 
trving  to  retraie  the  last  jiarl  of  our  in.iivh  lliroui/h  the 
darknes.s  of  that  most  anxions  night,  whereof  now  for  the  lii-st 
tinie  I  told  her  all  the  sforv. 

("■rowing  tired  of  scranililini!  among  Hie  fallen  honirhs  .it 
length  I.ady  Ragiiall  sat  herself  dow  n  upon  one  of  them  and  said 

■  Ito  yon  know.  .Mr.  On  iteraiain  llie-,'  .ir-  the  |irs|  words  we 
have  really  had  sinie  thai  party  at  liagnall  before  I  was  married, 
when,  as  yon  may  havi'  lorgollen.  von  look  me  in  to  dinner  " 

I    replied    that    there   was    riothiii!.'    I    reiidleiled    niiiili   more 
elearly.  whieh  was  huth  true  and  Ihe  right  thing  to  sav.  or  s,, 
•  I  supposed. 

■■  Well."  she  said  slowly.  ■  \,iii  see  |[ial  after  all  there  wa'i 
something  m  those  fam  ies  „r  mi,,,,  wlii,!,  at  Ihe  time  \oii 
thought  wonld  1«  s)  |„.  ,|,.alt  with  In  a  doitor— al.oiii  \friia  and 
tlie  rest.  I  mean." 

"  Ves.  Lady  Itagnall,  Ihongh  of  nair-e  we  -hoiild  aKva\s 
remember  that  loineidenci-  aci'onnls  fur  m:,iiv  iliinL'-  In  inv 
ease  they  are  done  with  now." 

"  ."I'ol  quite.  Mr.  (.liialiTiiiain.  even  .is  von  me.in  sim'"  «!■ 
have  still  a  hiiig  way  lo  ao.  .Ms,,  ],,  another  sens,.  |  l,..|i,.v,.  that 
lliey  are  hirt  hexnn." 

'  I  do  not  nndersl.inil.  1,'idv  lli'.oi  ,11  ' 
Nor  do  I.  hill  listen.  Von  l.nou  Ihal  of  anvlliii 'j  whieh 
happened  during  those  months  I  have  no  niennirv  at  all.  except 
of  that  one  dream  when  I  seemed  to  siv  (;,-oi>.'i"aiid  S.ivai-'e  in 
Hie  hut.  I  remember  my  bahv  hein?  killed  bv  that  horrible 
iirni?  elephant,  just  as  the  Ivory  Child  was  killed  or  ritber 
destroyed  by  Jana.  which  I  suppose  is  another  of  your 
coincidences.  Mr.  Quatermnin  .\fter  Ihat  I  remember  nolhini 
until  I  woke  up  and  saw  Oorge  str.nding  In  front  of  m,'  ii,vere,| 
with  blood,  and  .nou.  and  Jana  dead,  and  the  rest." 

"  Because  during  Uial  time  vour  mind  was  gone  (,adv 
HHgnall."  '^  • 
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"  Yp^,  lull  whi'iT  liiicl  it  ^'iifii''  I  li'll  \(iii.  Ml'.  Oiialorm.iin, 
lli;il  .iKhiiiioh  I  rcniiniliii-  iinlhiiiL'  of  wh-il  »m<  |.,i-<iiif  iiliout 
nil'  thiMi.  I  ilo  i-fnicnihci-  m  ^ii'imI  ilrnl  c,r  \\  luil  >i'i'iiir>il  In  lii'  p;is>iriK 
r'ilhPV  Ions  .ij!!!  or  in  -(Uiio  liiiii'  tn  rdinr'.  tliiiiiirli  I  liiivr  said 
iiotliiiip  of  it  In  nonpffc  ii<  I  Impi'  \nii  will  iici  I'iilii-r.  II  mipht 
upsBl  him. 

"  \VI\,H  iln  >oii  n'tiicmtvT?  '    I  H>ki'ri 

"  ThHt  <  Iho  Irniiblc;  I  cinl  Icll  you  WIihI  was  once  very 
rlp.-ir  tn  iiiP  hiis  for  the  niiisl  |«rt  liiMnnii'  viif-'iio  unci  formless 
When  in.v  mind  tvii-s  U>  finisp  It,  it  slips  awiiv.  It  w;is  anothor 
life  tn  Ihis.  (piitf  a  difliTcnt  lifp;  ami  tliorr  wiis  a  proat  stnrv  in 
it  of  whii-li  I  lliiiik  what  wp  havp  lippn  ™insi  tliron^'h  is  piiln-r 
a  spqupl  or  a  prolopnp.  I  spp,  or  saw,  iitii>s  and  tpniplrs  with 
ppople  nicvinp  abend  thpni,  (ipnrgp  and  \im  nmon;:  IliPm,  also 
Ihfil  old  pripsi,  llarnt.  Yon  will  laiijih,  but  ni\  rpioilpidion  is 
Hint  yon  <lood  in  somp  rplatinnship  Id  hip,  pilhcr  that  of  father 
or  brothpr,' 

"Or  jierhaps  a  cousin,"  I  sn<;!!p.|cd 

"Or  jierlmps  a  consin,"  she  rrppiitpd  .smilins,  "or  cc  ?rPHt 
friond;  at  any  latp  snnipthinp  vPiy  inlimnlp.  .\s  for  Hporge,  I 
don't  know  what  he  wa.-^.  or  llarrtt  pithpr.  Hut  tlip  odd  thing 
is  that  littlp  ypllow  man,  Hans,  whom  I  only  saw  onrc  livinp 
for  a  few  minute's  tliid  I  can  rPDiombpr,  lonips  more  c'lc>(irly 
bflc-k  to  my  mind  than  any  of  you.  Hp  w,is  a  dwarf,  mueh, 
stoutPV  than  when  I  saw  him  thp  otiipr  dav,  but  very  like.  I 
rppall  him  curiously  drpsspd  with  fcattiprs  aiid  holdins  an  ivorv 
rod,  sPatHd  upon  a  slo<d  at  the  feci  of  a  Krcat  pprsonagc— a  kinst. 
1  think.  Thp  king  .iskpcl  him  i]iiPstions,  and  pvervoiip  listened 
to  his  answers.  That  is  all,  pxcept  that  Ihe  various  scenes 
seemed  to  be  floodPd  with  continual  sunlight." 

"  Which  is  more  than  this  ,ilace  is.  1  think  we  had  belter 
he  moving.  Lady  llagnall.  or  you  will  catch  a  chill  under  these 
damp  cedars." 

I  said  this  because  I  did  not  wish  to  pursue  thp  conversation. 
I  considered  it  too  exciting  under  all  her  circumstances, 
especially  as  I  pcrcpived  that  mystip.d  took  galbering  on  hpc 
face  and  in  her  beautiful  pyps,' which  I  rc-memhered  noting 
before  she  was  married. 

She  rend  my  thoughls  at  once  and  answprpd  with  a  littlp 
Inugh : 

"  Yes,  it  is  damp;  lint  you  know  I  am  vc*rv  strong  and  damp 
will  not  hurt  me.  For  the  rest  you  need  not  lie  afraid.  Mr. 
Quatermaiii.  I  did  not  lose  my  niiud.  It  was  taken  from  me 
by  some  power  and  sent  to  livp  ilspwherp.  .Now  it  has  been 
given  hack  and  1  do  not  think  it  will  be  taken  agidn  in  that 
way." 
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■  OC  roui'se  il  uoii'l  "  I  t'scliiiuicil  loiiiiili'rilly.  '  Wlim^ver 
(Iri'imicil  (it  ■'iirli  a, thing  •  " 

■you  ili<l.  "  shi'  nnswcrnl.  luuklii;:  riir  in  tin'  i"yi'<  "  Now 
lii'tori"  \vp  no  I  wiinl  Id  ^ly  one  mure  lliiii(!  IliirrtI  anil  the  Inad 
priPstt's-;  hjivi-  iimiit'  fiif  a  |»r*'Sfii1.  Tlify  have  ■  -Vfii  iiii'  a  box 
lull  of  lli.il  ticrh  llii'y  iiilli'il  Uihand.  Imt  uf  uliiili  I  liuvf  ili-i- 
I  DViTi'iJ  llir  riKil  iiaiiic  i-  Tailiiki  II  i-^  llh'  -.aiiU'  thai  lh''V 
liiirni'il  in  IIih  Imwl  whHii  yon  ami  I  ■'aw  vi>ioiH  at  [ii;<iiull 
llnslli'.  which  visions,  Mr.  Onali'iMiain.  Iiy  aiiothir  if  \oiir 
rniiicidoMfPs,  hav*'  sjnrc  Itpcn  translatfil  intit  fai-ts." 

■■  1  know.  We  siiw  ynu  hri-athf  thai  -inckt-  aiiain  as  (irit'wtpss 
when  yon  nlliTi'd  Ih*'  projilifcy  a-  iJrailt'  nf  the  rhilil  at  Ihf 
r't.s'tst  of  IliP  Kirsl-fi-nit^.  Knt  what  ai-f  yon  ^oin.L'  lo  tlo  with 
Ihis  sinll.  Lady  Ka.^nall'  I  Itiink  yon  liavi'  had  iMioii;;h  of 
visions  jn>l  at  prcst-nt." 

"  :hi  do  I,  thon^ih  lo  li'll  yoii  Hip  Irntli  I  likp  Unni  I  am 
V'oin?  to  kpp|i  it  and  do  no'hiiif;-- a  ■  yi-t.  Still,  I  want  yon 
always  lo  rPioPinhPi'  omp  Ihini:— don'l  lanyh  al  niP  " — hi  rp  ajzain 
shp  looki'd  niP  ill  tlip  pyps—  ■  thai  IUpip  i-  .1  tiiiip  poniiiiL'.  -oniP 
way  off  I  think.  wiiPii  I  and  yuo— no  oiip  pI.-p,  Mr.  (^hialprinain — 
will  brpathp  that  sniokp  ajiain  tof;p|hpr  and  -pp  vpr>  -tran;;p 
IhiiiK-s." 

"  No,  no!  "  I  rpplipd,  '  t  havp  ^'ivpji  n[i  toliapi  0  ol  Hip  Kpiidah 
variety;   it  is  to  -^troni;  for  me  ' 

'■  Yes.  VPS  I  "  slip  said.  "  for  soniPtliin.L'  that  is  ~troiitfpr  than 
the  Kendah  lohappo  will  niakp  \on  do  il — when  I  wisli.  " 

••  Hid  llariM  IpII  you  that,  l.ady  UaL'iiali;'    ' 

''I  don"t  know."  shi'  answerpd  I'oiifiispdly .  "I  think  the 
Ivory  llhiUl  told  inp  :  it  uspd  lo  lalk  to  hip  often.  You  know 
that  (;hild  isn't  rpally  deslroypd.  I.ikp  my  ri'ason  that  sppmi'd 
to  be  lost,  it  has  only  iione  liapkw.tfds  or  forward>  where  yon 
and  I  shall  see  it  a.^ain.  Yon  and  I  and  no  otiiPrs — niilp.ss  it  be 
the  lilllp  yellow  man.  I  repeal  that  1  do  not  know  when  that 
will  \n\  i'eriiups  il  is  written  in  those  roll^  of  pipyrns.  whieh 
they  Iwve  !:iven  me  also,  because  they  «iid  they  bplonaed  lo 
me  who  am  the  first  prip>tp.-js  and  lh>'  last.'  they  tulil  me. 
howevei'.  or  perhaps.  "  she  ailded,  iwssin;;  her  liand  ai toss  her 
forfthead,  "  if  w.i^  the  (Ihild  who  tolil  uip,  that  I  was  not  to 
altiMnpl  to  read  them  or  have  lliem  rend,  until  afler  ,1  |/reat 
ihange  in  my  lifp.     Wlial  Hip  phaoL'p  will  l.p  1  do  not  know. 

"  And  had  lipller  nol  Inipiire.  Lady  ftignall.  since  in  Ihis 
world  nio-'l  ehanjips  are  for  Hip  worsp." 

"  I  a«rpp.  and  -ball  not  iiiqnirp.  Now  1  have  sjvoken  to  yon 
like  this  beoaiisp  1  fpll  Ihat  I  must  do  so.  Also  1  want  lo  thank 
yon  for  all  you  have  done  for  lOP  anil  (it.'or.tfe.  Probably  v\e 
shall  not  talk  in  sueh  a  way  UL'ain;  as  I  am  situated  the 
opportunity  will  be  lai.kin?,  pven  if  Hie  wish  is  present.     So 
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once  more  I  thank  joii  fnini  niy  hciirt.  Inlil  we  mert  .'(fnin— 
I  mi-iMi  mill)  inpd-noiKl-ljyr!.'  nnil  ?h.'  hold  hnr  right  hnnil  In 
mp  in  snch  a  fa«hiiin  that  I  knpw  she  meflnt  me  to  Wiss  it 


Thi 
alnins 


s  I  dill  viTV  ri'MTHntly  and  we  walked  hark  lo  the  temple 
\  in  silence. 

That  month  of  rest,  or  rather  the  last  three  weeks  nf  it  fime 
for  the  (irst  few  days  after  the  battle  I  w«s  quite  prostrate,  I 
octupied  in  various  ways,  amongst  otiiers  in  a  journev  vvitti 
llarfll  lo  Simha  Town.  This  we  made  after  our  spies  had 
assured  ns  that  the  HIaek  Kendiih  were  renIK  gone  somewhere 
to  the  south-west,  in  whiih  direction  fertile  and  unorrupied 
lands  were  -aid  to  exist  iihont  three  hnndred  mil">s  away.  It  wa« 
Willi  very  strange  feelin,i:s  Ihat  I  retraced  our  road  and  looked 
onie  more  »pon  th.it  wind-hent  tree  still  scored  with  the  marks 
of  Jana  s  tnsk,  in  the  hoiishs  of  which  Hans  and  I  had  taken 
refuge  from  the  monster's  fury.  Crossing  the  river,  quite  low 
now,  I  travelled  up  the  slope  dow  n  which  we  had  raced  for  our 
very  lives  and  came  to  the  nielancholv  lake  and  the  cemetery  of 
dead  elephants. 

Here  all  was  unchan-ied.  There  was  the  little  mount  worn 
by  his  feet,  on  wh:ch  Jan  i  was  wont  to  stand.  Ttiere  were  the 
rocks  behinil  which  I  had  tried  to  hide,  and  near  to  them  some 
crushM  human  hones  which  I  knew  lo  be  tjiose  of  the 
iinforfunate  Marrtt.  These  we  buried  with  due  reverence  on  the 
spot  where  he  had  fallen,  I  meanwhile  thanking  God  that  mv 
own  bones  were  not  being  interred  at  their  side,  as  but  for  Han's 
would  have  been  the  case— if  they  were  ever  interred  at  all 
All  about  lay  the  skeletons  of  dead  elephants,  and  from  among 
these  we  collected  as  much  of  the  best  ivorv  as  we  could  carrv 
namely,  about  nfty  camel  loads.  Of  course  there  was  much 
more,  but  a  great  deal  of  the  stuff  had  been  exposed  for  so  long 
to  sun  and  weather  that  it  was  almost  worthless 

Having  sent  ttiis  ivory  back  to  the  Town  of  the  Child  which 
vvas  being  rebuilt  after  a  fashion,  we  went  on  to  Simba  Town 
through  the  forest,  dispatching  pickets  ahead  of  us  lo  search 
and  make  sure  that  it  was  empty.  Empty  it  was  indeed;  never 
Old  1  see  such  a  place  of  desolation. 

The  Black  Kendnh  had  left  it  jnst  as  it  stood,  except  for  a  pile 
of  corpses  which  lay  around  and  over  the  altar  in  the  market- 
place, where  the  three  poor  camelmen  were  sarriOced  to  Jana 
doubtless  those  of  wounded  men  w  ho  had  died  during  or  after  the 
retreat.  The  doors  of  the  houses  stood  open,  many  domestic 
articles,  such  as  great  jars  resembling  Ihat  which  had  been  set 
over  the  head  of  the  dead  man  whom  we  were  commanded  to 
restore  to  life,  and  other  furnitures  lav  about  because  thev  could 
not  be  carried  away.     So  did  a  great  quantity  of  spears  aud 
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vurioU'4  wrA|ioiis  of  war.  whom'  owiipri*  ln'iii^  killwl  wmilil  iipvit 
want  t)ii-ni  ugiiin.  Kxcept  ii  ffw  ^liirved  do^'s  iirid  jui'k.tis  no 
living  riTnliii'"  rfmniiird  in  tin"  town  II  wiis  in  il>  own  way 
11"  waste  and  i'Vpm  niort'  inipri's-ivi'  tliiin  tin'  i/riiviviird  of 
ele(iha«l>  li>  Hip  loindy  lakiv 

"Till'  r-nrsf  of  tlic  Otiild  woikid  will.  '  -iiid  ll.inll  to  no- 
iiriliily.  "  First,  tlie  sturm;  tin-  linnciT;  Mh'O  tlii'  luillli':  ami 
now  tlie  iDispry  of  tlifilit  and  ruin.' 

"  It  setrms  ^o.'  I  answi.'re.d.  Yi't  tliat  ror^i'.  liki'  otlicrs, 
lame  bark  to  roost,  for  if  Jana  i«  dwid  nnd  tiis  |ii'o|ili'  Hid,  wIhtp 
are  thelJiild  and  many  of  its  pHoplfi  Wli.il  will  yon  do  without 
your  fiuii,  llarOI' 

"  Repent  us  of  onr  siiLs  and  wait  till  ttie  IliviM'ns  ^imiiI  (is 
another,  as  doubtless  tliey  will  in  llieir  ov\n  season. '  lie  replii'd 
very  sadly 

I  wonder  whellier  they  ever  did  ami  it  so,  what  form  tliat 
new  divinity  put  on 

I  slept,  or  rather  did  lift  sli.(>p.  that  iiiKht  in  the  same  une-l. 
-  house  in  which  ,MariM  and  I  had  been  imprisoned  diirinfi  our 
dreadful  days  of  fe^ir,  reioiislrueting  in  my  mind  every  event 
connected  with  them.  Once  more  I  saw  ihe  lires  of  sarrilicc 
flarinfi  upon  the  altar  and  heard  the  roar  of  the  dancin>!  hail  that 
proclaimed  the  ruin  of  Ihe  Black  Kendall  as  loudly  us  the  trumpet 
of  a  destroying  angel  Very  /ilad  was  1  when  the  morning  came 
at  length  and,  havin?  looked  my  last  upon  Simla  Town,  I 
crossed  the  moats  and  set  out  homewards  through  the  forest 
whereof  the  stripped  houghs  al-o  spoke  of  death,  though  in 
the  spring  these  would  grow  green  again. 

Ten  day?  later  we  started  from  the  Holy  Mount,  a  caravan 
of  aboul  a -hundred  camels,  of  which  fifty  were  laden  with  the 
ivory  and  the  re«t  ridden  hy  our  escort  under  the  command  of 
Hanit  and  our  three  selves.  But  tliire  was  an  evil  fate  ufion 
this  ivory,  as  on  everything cNe  that  had  to  do  with  .Tana.  Some 
weeks  later  in  the  desert  a  great  sandstorm  overlook  us  in  which 
we  barely  escaped  with  our  lives.  At  the  height  of  the  storm 
the  ivory-laden  camels  broke  loose,  flying  before  it.  Probably 
they  fell  and  were  buried  beneath  the  sand;  at  any  rate  of  the 
fifty  we  only  recovered  ten. 

liagnoll  wished  to  pay  me  the  value  of  Ihe  remaining  loads, 
which  ran  into  thousands  of  pounds,  but  I  would  not  take  the 
money,  saying  it  was  outside  of  onr  linrrain.  Sometimes  since 
then  I  have  thought  tt^it  I  was  foidish,  especiallv  when  on 
glancing  at  that  codicil  to  his  will  in  after  davs,  the  same  which 
he  had  given  me  before  the  battle.  I  found  that  he  had  sot  me 
down  fop  a  legacy  of  £10.000.  But  in  iuch  matters  every  man 
must  follow  his  own  instinct. 
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Thi'  \Vhiti>  KpikI.'iIi.  mii  iiiiomnilidiiiil  pi<ii|il>'  i's|ii-i'iHllv  iiou 
«liin  thc'v  wiTc  niiiiiiinv  for  Ihi'ip  lo-l  )!i"l  ■mrt  llii'ir  dnii), 
WH»rli«il  II-  L'li  wilhiMil  iiiiv  iliiniiii«lnili(iii  nf  iiffir  lidu.  or  cvii  of 
f((rn«p|l  Only  Ihiisi'  |)ric-li><»  « liii  hiid  iillcnilcil  ii|m>ii  IIii' 
pcrsofi  i)(  billy  l<,'i|.'iuill  «hili'  sill'  pliiyi'il  ,i  (li\iiii'  (i;irt  rnnnn? 

Ihcin  wi'|il  H  I (In>  p.irli'il  fnitii  Iht,  and  iittiTnd  pniyiTs  lliiil 

Ui(\v  miiiM  ini'i'l  hir  a^iain      in  llir  pirorn  !■  nf  llir  Child." 

Thf  iMi'is  lliriiiiv'li  Itn'  vi"'''d  mniiMlaiiw  provoil  hard  lo  iliinli 
«*  Ihi'  (i)Olliiild  for  llir  liinivls  wa-  had.  Hnl  wi'  iiuiim(«crt  it  al 
Uisl,  nin»l  lit  IhP  wiiy  nn  (<»>t,  [laiiHiiv  a  lillli'  whilfim  Ihi'ir  irwl 
In  look  iiiir  la-l  fm-  iait  al  Ilir  land  wlijrh  \n'  had  li'fl.  whiTi' 
Ihp  Moiinl  id  Ihi'  Dliild  «as  -till  diml,\  vj-ihli'.  Thiii  «■■  iliwi'Mdi'd 
lliHrfHilhiT  <liipi'  and  I'lili-ri'd  Iho  iKirlliiTii  i|i-itI. 

I»«y  adii-  liny  and  wni'k  aflor  m  ivk  \m'  Iravilli'd  arms-  llial 
I'nrtlcs.-  di'.-iTl  liy  a  way  kmiwii  In  llarrti  nn  v\hi(li  «aliT  roiilil 
I"'  foHinl.  Ilii>  nnly  livill^  lliin).'<  In  all  il.<  vi-^lni—.  ini'ilinji  with 
no  airidf.nN  -nvi'  Dial  nt  Mii'  -and-lnrni  in  wliii  h  tin'  ivory  was 
lost.  1  »a-  iiiiii'li  alniii'  diirinc  lli.il  linn',  -nici'  llarill  s|iok.' 
lilllc  and  llaiiiMill  and  hi-  wifi'  witi'  naliiialK  w  iiippi'd  np  in 
iiiirli  othi'r 

.M  li'iivlh  nioidhs  laliT.  wi-  stnnk  a  litlli'  purl  on  Iho  Riil 
Sea.  of  wliiili  I  for(.'i.|  )hi'  Arali  iianii',  a  pl.iip  a-  liol  as  thi- 
infernal  r.-Ldmis.  Sliorlly  afliM-wards.  Iiy  frriMl  fiiiod  link,  two 
Irndinj;  vi'ssid-  piil  in  for  watir.  nno  hoi'ind  for  .\di'n.  in  w  hii'li 
l.pmhinki'd  rn  ronip  for  Nalal.  and  thi'  ollipr  for  llip  purl  of 
SiiPZ.  whpni-p  Ramiall  and  hi<  w  ifp  i  oiild  travid  ovi'rland  to 
.Vlpxandria. 

(tiir  parlinjr  was  so  hiirrii-d  at  Ihp  liisf.  as  is  nftpn  |hp  wav 
.Jli'r  lon^!  fpllow'ship.  that  tipyoiid  miiliial  thanks  and  '^iml 
wishes  wp  said  liltip  lo  oiip  iiniilliPr.  I  ran  spp  Ihi'm  now 
staniliiiL'  with  Ihrir  arm-  aliniit  paih  olhpr  w.'itrhinf!  nir  dis- 
apppnr.  Conipminf?  Ilipir  fiiliirp  tliiip  is  so  ininh  lo  tpll  Ihat  of 
it  1  shall  say  nolhinfr;  al  any  ratp  liprp  mil  now.  p.\i-|.pl  that 
I.ady  Hnpiiall  was  riplil.    Shp  and  I  ilid  not  part  for  tlip  last  limp. 

As  I  shiiuk  old  IhinMs  hand  in  farrwptl  hi'  told  inp  that  ho 
wis  ,eoinp  on  lo  Kf-'ypl,  .ind  I  askivl  him  why. 

■'  I'pniianip  lo  look  for  anntliPr  pod.  Lord  Maruma/.ana."  hi' 
arniwiTPd  frravply.  '  wliiini  now  IIhtp  i.s  no  Jana  lo  dptjlroy. 
Wp  may  sppnk  of  that  mallpr  if  wp  should  nippt  apain." 

SiiPh  ari'  sonip  of  thp  Ihiriffs  ih.at  I  rpmpnilipr  about  this 
joiirnpy.  hul  to  Icll  Inith  I  paid  littln  altpnlion  lo  Ihpm  and  manv 
nthprs. 


I'or  oh !    my  hwirt  was  jorp  because  ot  Hans. 


I'liiiteJ  ill  Cnitlnnif  •>-  ('.  Tisl;^o  \  Cu, 
*n.l  1^7.   Kie.i  sir-«i.  Lon.l.in. 


